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Archbishop of St. Louis  
The Most Reverend  
Mitchell T. Rozanski 

 
Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
Director, Office of Sacred Worship  
Faculty, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

 
In Residence 

Father Charles Samson 
Assistant Professor, Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
Saturday - 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access the live streams at: oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays - 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Monday through Friday, 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Saturday, 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 

 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 

Readings for the week of December 12, 2021 
 

 

Sunday:  Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 
Monday:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9 [4]/ 
    Mt 21:23-27 
Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19 and 23 [7a]/ 
    Mt 21:28-32  
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14  
    [Is 45:8]/Lk 7:18b-23  
Thursday:  Is 54:1-10/Ps 30:2 and 4, 5-6, 11-12a, and 13b [2a]/ 
    Lk 7:24-30 
Friday:   Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf. 7]/ 
    Mt 1:1-17  
Saturday:  Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt 1:18-25  
Next Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/ 
    Lk 1:39-45  
 

Observances for the week of December 12,  2021 
 

Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Advent 
Monday:  St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr  
Tuesday:  St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the Church  
Wednesday: Advent Weekday 
Thursday:  Advent Weekday 
Friday:   Advent Weekday 
Saturday:       Advent Weekday 
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis,  
King of France 

 

The Old Cathedral  
 

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

314-231-3250 

 

Email 

oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Website 

oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, December 12 

8:00 AM  John Todd 

 10:30 AM Patty Yurko 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Jeffrey L. Smith 

5:00 PM Parish Family 
 

Monday, December 13 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Mark Neill 
 

Tuesday, December 14 

7:00 AM Louis F. Bonacorsi 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Wednesday, December 15 

7:00 AM  Nicolina DeBoni 

12:10 PM Michael Amantea 
 

Thursday, December 16 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Hannah Baj ier 
 

Friday, December 17 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Carlita Walters 
 

Saturday, December 18 

7:00 AM Louis Fagas 

5:30 PM Mattie Margaret Sotiroff 
 

Sunday, December 19 

8:00 AM  Parish Family 

 10:30 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Leone Hynds 

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intention 

 

OLD CATHEDRAL  

SUNDAY TOURS  
 

We are pleased to offer tours  
of the Old Cathedral following 

the 12:00pm Mass 
 

Led by Luke Koebbe,  
our Deacon in training.  

Please call in advance to confirm 
that there is a tour scheduled for 
the Sunday you will be visiting  

at 314-231-3250. 

 

Weekly Giving  
 

The Old Cathedral has long been 
recognized as one of the most historic and  

beautiful churches of its time.  
Our parish is proud of its more than  
240 year history as a self-supporting  

Roman Catholic Parish.  
Your presence, prayer, and generous  

kindness continue to make it so.  
 

 Your weekly envelope donations can 
be made by mail or in person  

or online at:           
www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 

THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

 
 

Sunday - 12/05/2021 
 

Online Donations   $  519.00 
Collection              $4,625.00 
Total                 $5,144.00   

SCAN TO MAKE  
YOUR GIFT 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve: 5:00 PM & 10:00 PM  
Christmas Day: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & 12:00 PM 
No reservations required. 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

 

FROM OUR  RECTOR 

 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
In today’s Gospel, three different groups approach John the Baptist and ask, What  
should we do? He is asked by crowds. He is asked by tax collectors. He is asked by 
soldiers. We hear it so much, the questions come across as a refrain as we listen to it. 
 

All of these groups are united in their searching. They turn to John the Baptist for 
answers. Indeed, many of us today come to our liturgy asking that very question. As a 
sacred season of the liturgical year, Advent is a time when we put a special focus on what 
we should do. We ask this as a way of preparing our hearts for the Incarnation, the 
coming of the Lord. 
 

As we gather here today, the Gospel sheds light for us on that question. John the Baptist 
has a clear answer for the three different groups. He tells the crowds to share their 
possessions with those who have none. He tells the tax collectors to stop their corrupt 
ways and collect only what they have to from others. He tells the soldiers to live justly. 
All of them are being asked to take steps to open their hearts. In this very preparation, 

there is joy. Their new practices will bring joy to those who are in need or have been victimized.  
 

John the Baptist connects the announcement of the Good News with a call to action. Since the kingdom of God is at hand, 
it demands certain behaviors of us. Our acts should be just and show love to others. To live a life of discipleship like this 
can be a source of profound joy. 
 

In our first reading from Zephaniah, we hear more about this source of joy. We are joyful because the Lord protects us 
from fear and anxiety. We are joyful because the Lord is in our midst. We are joyful because he has renewed us in his 
love. This joy is something we are called to constantly be true to in our lives. It takes practice to live this joy. That is what 
Advent calls us to and that is what we celebrate in particular this Third Sunday of Advent. 
 

Now that we are more than halfway through our journey of Advent, the Lord gives us an opportunity to recommit 
ourselves in his joy, and to bring the joy of the Lord to practice in our lives. We must take courage to always ask the Lord 
“What should we do?” like the crowds did in the Gospel. The search for answers will always lead us closer to him.  
 

Blessings on your Advent!  Stay safe! 
 

-Father Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Us 

Advent  
Lessons & Carols 
 

Sunday, December 12 at 3:00 pm 
Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France 
 

Most Reverend Mitchell T. Rozanski, 

Presiding 
 

Free and Open to the Public 

Music provided by the combined choirs of the  

Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France and the Shrine of St. Joseph 
Advent  Lessons and Carols is a service of Scripture and song that dates to the late 19th century.  The program features 

nine Scripture lessons which recount the Fall, the promise of a Messiah, the Incarnation, and the Great Commission to 

preach the Good News.  Each lesson is followed by a carol that reflects on the lesson's message and a brief prayer.  
 

No reservations required. We will be following the masking requirements for the City of St. Louis, so please arrive with a mask.  



 

Saint Lucy, virgin and martyr (December 13):  Saint Lucy 
probably died in about 304 in Sicily under the Emperor Diocletian.  
Because of her name, she is the patroness of those afflicted with 
diseases of the eye and associated with festivals of light, especially 
in Scandinavia.  Saint Lucy is mentioned in the Roman Canon 
(First Eucharistic Prayer). 
 

 
Saint John of the Cross, priest and Doctor of the Church (December 14):  
Saint John of the Cross, OCD (Spanish:  San Juan de la Cruz), lived from 1542 to December 14, 1591.  
He was a major figure of the Counter-Reformation, a Spanish mystic, a Carmelite friar, and a priest who 
has born at Fontiveros, Old Castile.  John of the Cross was a reformer of the Carmelite Order and is 
considered, along with Saint Teresa of Avila, as a founder of the Discalced Carmelites.  He authored 
The Ascent of Mount Carmel, The Dark Night of the Soul, The Spiritual Canticle, and O Flame of Living 
He was canonized in 1726 by Pope Benedict XIII.  He is one of the thirty-six Doctors of the Church and 
is known as the “Mystical Doctor.” 
   

All you holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us. 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe - December 12 
 

Our Lady of Guadalupe (Spanish:  Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe), 

also known as the Virgin of Guadalupe, is a title of the Virgin Mary 

associated with a celebrated pictorial image housed in the Basilica 

of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City.  The Basilica of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe is the most visited Catholic pilgrimage site in 

the world, and the world’s third most-visited sacred site. 
 

Official Catholic accounts state that on the morning of December 9, 

1531, a native American peasant named Juan Diego saw a vision of 

a maiden at a place called the Hill of Tepeyac, which would 

become part of Villa de Guadalupe, a suburb of Mexico City. 
 

Speaking to him in his native Nahuatl language (the language of 

the Aztec empire), the maiden identified herself as the Virgin Mary, 

“mother of the very true deity,” and asked for a church to be built 

at that site in her honor. 
 

From her words, Juan Diego then sought out the archbishop of 

Mexico City, Fray Juan de Zumarraga, to tell him what had 

happened.  The archbishop instructed Diego to return to Tepeyac 

Hill and ask the lady for a miraculous sign to prove her identity. 
 

The first sign she gave was the healing of Juan’s uncle.  The Virgin 

also told Juan to gather flowers from the top of Tepeyac Hill, which 

was normally barren, especially in December.  But Juan followed 

her instructions and he found Castilian roses, not native to Mexico, 

blooming there. 
 

Juan arranged the flowers in his tilma or cloak, and when Juan 

Diego opened his cloak before Archbishop Zumaraga on December 

12, the flowers fell to the floor, and on the fabric was the image of 

the Virgin of Guadalupe. 
 

Juan Diego’s tilma has become Mexico’s most popular religious and cultural symbol.  Juan Diego was canonized in 2002, 

under the name Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin. 



 

 

 

Old Cathedral 

Christmas 

Poinsettias 
     

The beautiful poinsettias that adorn our  

Cathedral are a special part of the celebration of 

Christmas at Basilica of Saint Louis, King.  
 

We invite all parishioners and visitors to share 

in the experience by purchasing one or more of 

the poinsettias decorating the Cathedral. 
 

Poinsettias are $10 each 

Your  name and the name of the person(s) being honored will be 

featured in the Christmas week bulletin. 
  

 Wording as you wish it to appear in the Christmas bulletin: 
    
 Given by  _________________________________________ 

 
 Your Email Address __________________________________       Phone (_____)_______________  

 

You can order a poinsettia as a memorial or in honor of someone special.  
   

 Name of person/family in whose memory, or in whose honor, you wish the poinsettia to be dedicated. 
   
  In memory of ______________________________OR  In honor of (those still living) __________________________ 

 
  In memory of ______________________________OR  In honor of (those still living) __________________________ 

 
  In memory of ______________________________OR  In honor of (those still living) __________________________ 

 
   In memory of ______________________________OR  In honor of (those still living) __________________________ 

 
  In memory of ______________________________OR  In honor of (those still living) __________________________ 

 
  In memory of ______________________________OR  In honor of (those still living) __________________________ 
  

     
TOTAL Number of Poinsettias_______ X $10 Each = TOTAL Payment of  $__________ 

 

Order Deadline: Thursday, December 16, 2021  

Please make checks payable to the Basilica of Saint Louis, King 
 

2 Ways To Order Poinsettias 

Completed forms and checks may be placed in an envelope and dropped into the offertory baskets,  

OR sent to: Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

c/o Poinsettias, 209 Walnut Street, St. Louis, MO 63102 


