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Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
Saturday - 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access the live streams at: oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays - 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Monday through Friday, 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Saturday, 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 

 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

Holiday Mass Schedule 
 

Friday, December 24 - Christmas Eve 
   7:00 AM Late Advent Mass 
   5:00 PM Vigil Mass of Chr istmas 
   10:00 PM Christmas Mass dur ing the Night 
   11:30 AM Confessions & 12:10 PM Mass  
   are cancelled 
 

Saturday, December 25 -  Christmas Day 
   Masses at 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM (Live Streamed) & 12:00 PM 
   4:30 PM Confessions & 5:00 PM Mass are cancelled 
 

Saturday, January 1 
   7:00 AM Solemnity of Mary, Mother  of God  
   5:30 PM Sunday Vigil Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
Sunday, January 2 Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
   Blessings and chalk distributed at all Masses  

 

Readings for the week of December 19, 2021 
 

Sunday:     Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45  
Monday:     Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c and 10b]/Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday:     Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/ 
       Lk 1:39-45 
Wednesday:    1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56 
Thursday:     Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/ 
       Lk 1:57-66 
Friday:      Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 
       2]/Lk 1:67-79 
Saturday:    Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 [2a]/Acts 13:16-17,  
       22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,  
       11-12,13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/ 
            Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1,  
       2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12- 
       17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10  
                        [cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 
 

Observances for the week of December 19,  2021 
 

Sunday:    4th Sunday of Advent 
Monday:    Weekday in Advent 
Tuesday:    St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church  
Wednesday:   Weekday in Advent   
Thursday:    St. John of Kanty, Priest  
Friday:     Christmas Eve 
Saturday:    The Nativity of the Lord 
Next Sunday: The Holy Family 
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St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
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Email: oldcathedral@att.net 
 

Website: oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday, December 19 

8:00 AM  Parish Family 

 10:30 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Leone Hynds 

5:00 PM Tina Grace Caisip Flores 
 

Monday, December 20 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Andrew Rhoades 
 

Tuesday, December 21 

7:00 AM Veronica Gioia 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Wednesday, December 22 

7:00 AM  Peter DePrato 

12:10 PM Michael Amantea 
 

Thursday, December 23 

7:00 AM Nicolina DeBoni 

12:10 PM Win & Carmen Thompson  
 

Friday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

7:00 AM Brendan & Emily Axelson 

5:00 PM Jeffrey L. Smith 

10:00 PM Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Saturday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

8:00 AM  The Meziere Family 

10:30 PM Celeste Noel Drain 

12:00 PM  Mattie Margaret Sotiroff 
 

Sunday, December 26 

8:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

 10:30 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Barbara Cataldo 

5:00 PM Parish Family 

Weekly Giving  
 

The Old Cathedral has long been 
recognized as one of the most historic and  

beautiful churches of its time.  
Our parish is proud of its more than  
240 year history as a self-supporting  

Roman Catholic Parish.  
Your presence, prayer, and generous  

kindness continue to make it so.  
 

 Your weekly envelope donations can 
be made by mail or in person  

or online at:           
oldcathedralstl.org/give 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

SCAN TO MAKE  
YOUR YEAR END GIFT 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

 

FROM OUR  RECTOR 

 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
When we find out that we passed a big test or are offered an exciting job, we 
naturally want to share that news with others. Mary and Elizabeth demonstrate that 
natural inclination to share joy in today’s Gospel. When the two expectant women 
see and hear each other, they express joy and gratitude – even the infant, John, leaps 
in Elizabeth’s womb.  
 

While expecting a child is a wondrous experience, it is one that can be marked by 
anxiety and difficulty as well. Surely these women shared their difficulties as well 
as their joy. In this way, Mary and Elizabeth teach us something about Christian 
community. They draw closer together to share in joy, pain, and difficulty. All the 
while, Jesus was in their midst.  
 

Yet from an outsider’s perspective, they probably looked like any other women. 
Who would have expected the Messiah to be born as a vulnerable infant? The first 
reading includes the prophecy of the birth of the Messiah. Micah proclaims that the 
ruler of Israel will come from Bethlehem-Ephrathah, and even adds that Bethlehem 
is too small to be among the clans of Judah. The Messiah will be born in a place of 
little worldly significance, just as the Messiah will be born of a lowly virgin. Lowly 

in the world’s eyes, but surely not lowly to God. In this way, God will establish the new covenant. 
 

God sanctifies these lowly and seemingly insignificant people and places. Through them, the Messiah is brought into the 
world for the salvation of all people. What a joyous truth that we are invited to share. The call of Jesus can be difficult at 
times, but he is here in our midst and has given us the Holy Spirit to help us. The season of Advent reminds us of the 
joyful anticipation of celebrating our Messiah’s birth, and of his second coming. 
 

And so, like Mary and Elizabeth, we gather as a Christian family to share in this joyful anticipation. We can share our joys 
and triumphs, as well as our pains and difficulties. When we gather around this altar, we ask Jesus to be present amidst our 
shared experience of life. Some of us gather around this table with things to celebrate. Others of us carry grief in our 
hearts, especially as the holidays approach and serve as a reminder of those who will not be with us this year. As a 
Christian community, we are called to embrace one another to provide support, and most especially to share in the joy that 
through everything, Jesus is in our midst. 
 

Blessings upon your Late Advent Days!  Stay safe! 
 
-Father Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The priests and staff of the  

Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France  

extend our prayerful best wishes  

for a blessed Christmas Season.  
 

May the newborn Savior fill you with  

His love and peace.  



Saint Peter Canisius, priest, Doctor of the Church (December 21):  Saint Peter  
Canisius, SJ (Dutch:  Pieter Kanis), who lived from May 8, 1521, to December 21, 
1597.  He was a Dutch Jesuit priest who supported the Catholic faith during the 
Protestant Reformation in Germany, Austria, Bohemia, Moravia, and Switzerland.  
The restoration of the Catholic Church in Germany after the Protestant Reformation 
is largely attributed to the work there of the Society of Jesus, which Peter Canisius 
led.  He organized the German Jesuit province, founded several colleges, and 
authored the popular and enduring catechism, Institutiones Christianae Pietatis.  He 
is known as the “Second Apostle of Germany” and is a Doctor of the Church. 

 
Saint John of Kanty, priest (December 23):  Saint John of Kanty was born in Kety, a small town near  Oswiecim (more 
infamously known as Auschwitz), Poland, to Stanislaw and Anna Kanty.  He attended the Krakow Academy at which he 
attained his bachelor degree, and licentiate. 
 In 1418, he became a Doctor of Philosophy.  Upon graduation he spend the next three year conducting philosophy classes 
at the university, while preparing for the priesthood. Upon his ordination, he became rector at the school of the Canons Regular 
of the Most Holy Sepulcher in Miechow.  While there, he was offered a professorship of Sacred Scripture back at his alma 
mater, the Krakow Academy, which would later be named the Jagiellonian University. He attained a doctorate in theology and 
eventually became director of the theology department.  He held the professorship until his death in 1473. John spent many 
hours copying manuscripts of the Holy Scriptures, theological tracts, and other scholarly works.  In physics, he helped develop 
Jean Buridan’s theory of impetus, which anticipated the work of Galileo and Newton. 
 During his time in Krakow, John Kanty became well known in the city for his generosity and compassion toward the 

poor, especially needy students at the university.  He subsisted on what was strictly necessary to sustain his life, giving alms regularly to the poor.  
He made one pilgrimage on foot to Rome.  Michael Miechowita, the medieval Polish historian and the saint’s first biographer, described the saint’s 
extreme humility and charity..He died while living in retirement at this alma mater on December 24, 1473, aged 83.  His remains were interred in 
the Collegiate Church of Saint Anne, where his tomb became and remains a popular pilgrimage site.  He is patron of the diocese of Bielkso-
Zywiec (since 1992) and students. 
   

All you holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us. 

The Old Cathedral Christmas  Creche  
 

For over 150 years, the Civil War-era nativity has been the centerpiece of  

the Old Cathedral’s Christmas display  
 

 

This Christmas Creche was 

acquired in 1866 and 

displayed for the first time at 

Christmas Midnight Mass 

that year. It was fashioned by 

the P. Serf Company of New 

York and shipped here just in 

time for the Christmas 

season.  
 

Each of the almost life-size 

figures is constructed of cast 

iron. Some of the large pieces 

weigh in excess of 100 

pounds. 
 

Father Egidius Smulders, 

C.Ss.R., the assistant pastor at 

the time, appealed to those 

attending the Midnight Mass 

for contributions to purchase 

the Nativity scene. He 

suggested as an expression of their gratitude for the return home of family members from the Civil War, or 

simply as a gesture of their gratefulness for an end to the bitter fighting that had torn our nation apart. The 

better part of the $800 necessary to pay for the crib scene was collected at the offertory that Christmas Day.  



 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN   

 

Mary’s example helps us receive, nurture and 

bring forth Christ in our lives 

 

Let’s commit to that Marian pattern of living  

by giving our consent on Christmas Day,  

and all the year through 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

The Scripture readings this week have us journeying with Mary. 

 

There’s an important pattern in Mary’s life that’s meant to set the course of every Christian life: she received the 

Word of God, nurtured His life in her flesh and brought Him forth for the salvation of the world. If we’re going 

to keep Christ in Christmas — and we should! — then it’s important for us to think about how we can receive, 

nurture and bring forth the life of Christ in our own lives. 

 

In quiet prayer, for example, we allow the Holy Spirit to overshadow our own hearts and minds. In the 

Eucharist, we receive the Body of Christ into our own flesh. In prayer with Scripture, we nurture the life of 

Christ in our minds and imaginations. In acts of service, we meet and serve Christ in others. In all the daily tasks 

of family life and work we can model our life on Mary: receiving, nurturing and bringing forth the life of Jesus. 

 

Of course, the pattern called for Mary’s consent — it wasn’t something that just happened to her — and the same 

is true of us. We can receive Him, or refuse Him. We can nurture His life within us, or stunt its growth. We can 

bring Him forth for others, or keep Him to ourselves. 

 

Mary was granted purity from the moment of her conception; then, with God’s grace, she preserved that purity 

her whole life through. Her purity led to the power of her consent, and the power of her consent led to the depth 

of her influence on the course of salvation history. We, on the other hand, need to rise to that purity by 

cooperating with the grace that God gives to us. As we grow in purity the power of our consent grows. And as 

the power of our consent grows we exercise ever deeper influence on lives of those we encounter. The world 

awaited Mary’s consent and received Christ through her. The world awaits our consent to receive Christ again 

through us! 

 

On the morning of December 24, we hear a reading about King David’s desire to build a Temple for God. By 

making that the last daily reading before Christmas, the Church intends to raise this question for our 

contemplation: where will God dwell? The answer is: God dwelt in the Temple, in Mary and in the manger.  

And what God wants, at the end of all that, is to dwell in us. 

 

Keeping Christ in Christmas is a worthy goal, but it’s harder than it sounds! It’s not just a matter of keeping our 

focus on an event that happened long ago. It is that! But keeping our focus on the birth of Christ in Bethlehem  

is also meant to focus our own lives on receiving, nurturing and bringing forth the life of Christ in all we say  

and do. 

 

Let’s commit to that Marian pattern of living — giving our consent on Christmas Day, and all the year through. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  


