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Archbishop of St. Louis  
The Most Reverend  
Mitchell T. Rozanski 

 
Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
Director, Office of Sacred Worship  
Faculty, Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

 
In Residence 

Father Charles Samson 
Assistant Professor,  

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
Saturday - 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access live streams at oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays - 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Monday through Friday, 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Saturday, 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 

 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 

Readings for the week of May 1, 2022 

Sunday:  Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 [2a]/Rv 5:11-14/ 

    Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14    

Monday:  Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30/Jn 6:22-29  

Tuesday:  1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Jn 14:6-14  

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a/Jn 6:35-40  

Thursday:  Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20/Jn 6:44-51  

Friday:   Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 6:52-59  

Saturday:  Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17/Jn 6:60-69  

Next Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 [3c]/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 
 
 

Observances for the week of May 1, 2022 

Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Easter 

Monday:  St. Athanasius, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

Tuesday:  Sts. Philip and James, Apostles  

Wednesday: Easter Weekday  

Thursday:  National Day of Prayer 

Friday:   Easter Weekday 

Saturday:  Easter Weekday 

Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for Vocations;  

    Mother’s Day 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday, May 1 

8:00 AM  Parish Family 

 10:30 AM  

Mr. & Mrs. Ponciano Hernandez 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Harold “Mick” Redohl 

5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Monday, May 2 

7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Tuesday, May 3 

7:00 AM Ebert Schnieders 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Wednesday, May 4 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Ruiz Gonzalez Family 
 

Thursday, May 5 

7:00 AM Anastasia Cassidy 

12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Friday, May 6 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Michael Amantea 
 

Saturday, May 7 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

5:30 PM  Leona Green 
 

Sunday, May 8 

8:00 AM  Agnes H. Bonacorsi &  

Ruth Kinsock 

 10:30 AM Louis Fagas 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  John Donnelly 

5:00 PM Parish Family 

 

OLD CATHEDRAL 

WEEKLY GIVING 
 

The Old Cathedral has long been 

recognized as one of the most historic 

and beautiful churches of its time.  

Our parish is proud of its  

more than 240 year history  

as a self-supporting  

Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your presence, prayer, and generous  

kindness continue to make it so.  
 

 Your weekly envelope donations  

can be made by mail or in person, 

or online at:           

oldcathedralstl.org/give 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

If you are interested  

in joining the  
Old Cathedral Choir  

please contact our  

Organist/Director of Music, 

Daniel Vízer at  

ocorganist@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OLD CATHEDRAL  

FIRST SUNDAY 

TOURS  
 

We are pleased to offer  
Old Cathedral tours on the  
first Sunday of the month 
following the noon Mass 

 

Tour: Sunday, May 1 
Next Tour: Sunday, June 5 

 

Please call if you have any 
questions: 314-231-3250 

 

Sunday - 4/24/2022 
 

 Online Donations       
 Collection  
 Total                  

$    400.00 
$ 2,310.00 
$ 2,710.00 

 
 

Join Us First Friday To Celebrate  

The Sodality of the Most Sacred Heart 

                                 Friday, May 6   

 11:30am - Noon  Adoration & Benediction 

12:10pm   Celebration of the Mass 
 
 
 

Join us every first Friday of each month to celebrate the Sacred Heart of Jesus  

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 
 

FROM OUR  RECTOR 

 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 

When people speak of unconditional love, they usually mean a love that is 
without limits or conditions, one that is changeless, no matter what happens. 
Given the ups and downs of life, such a love can seem challenging, if not 
impossible. And yet as we see in today’s Gospel, this is the love that Jesus 
offers to Peter, who once denied and deserted him. 
 

Today’s Gospel is intimately linked with the passion narrative that we heard on 
Good Friday. We all know Peter – good old, well-intentioned Peter: capable of 
such great acts of loyalty and confessions of faith but equally full of bravado 
and empty talk.  
 

Remember, Peter had tried to follow Jesus at a distance and ended up denying 
him. But Jesus did not make him squirm and feel the shame of his betrayal – 
instead he offered him unconditional love. Perhaps there is a little bit of Peter in 
all of us – so in need of that unconditional love as it shows itself in forgiveness 
and renewal.  

 

It is interesting to note that John prefaces this encounter by describing how the disciples are back fishing on the Sea of 
Tiberias. With all that has transpired over the previous years, and their knowledge and belief that Jesus has risen, where 
is their enthusiasm for the risen Christ? Where is their excitement?  
 

It is into this very ordinary moment that Christ enters and demonstrates the truth of his unconditional love. Implicit in 
his three questions – do you love me? – is the fact that despite Peter’s three denials, Jesus has never given up on him. 
His love for and commitment to Peter are as unconditional and strong as they were on that first day he invited Peter to 
come follow him.  
 

Even after all that has happened, Jesus loves Peter unconditionally. Yes, the three denials must be acknowledged and 
recognized, but they are never to be the final word. In a moment full of tenderness and compassion, Jesus erases those 
denials with declarations of love. What else can erase betrayal but love? Here in this powerful moment, not only does 
Jesus forgive and heal the broken Peter, but he allows Peter to forgive himself. This is truly a moment of healing and 
reconciliation for Peter.  
 

As we hear this Gospel, we are invited to put ourselves in Peter’s shoes and be recipients of this unconditional love, 
especially where we have been broken or injured by life’s events. As with Peter, Jesus never gives up on us, for his love 
for us is equally without limits or conditions, no matter what happens. So as we celebrate the Easter season and its 
promise of new life and abundant mercy, let us give thanks for that unconditional love. 
 

Blessings on your Easter Season.  Stay safe. 
 

-Father Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Cathedral History 
 

First full-time pastor arrives in May 1776 
 

Mission priests served here periodically, but the 

first log church wasn’t built until 1770, six years 

after the town was founded. The parish got its first 

full-time pastor, Father Bernard de Limpach, in 

May, 1776. With his coming, St. Louis assumed the 

full dignity of a canonical parish, the first one in all 

Upper Louisiana, except Ste. Genevieve. Father 

Bernard celebrated a Sunday parochial High Mass 

on May 19, 1776 in the little dilapidated log church, 

which was filled to overflowing. 



 

  
 

 

Mother’s Day 

Concert   
 

Xavier High School  

Choral Chamber Choir  

VOCE 
from Cedar Rapids, Iowa  
 

Sunday, May 8 
VOCE will sing at the noon Mass and 

perform a concert following the Mass  
 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France 
Old Cathedral  
 

Free & Open to the Public 
 

 

Please consider a gift to the  

Annual Catholic Appeal 
 

Your generosity  

will immerse our communities in  

God’s unconditional love,  

which fills all our hearts and  

unites us as one family,  

Brothers and Sisters All 
 

 

GIVE ONLINE at aca.archstl.o rg  
 

TEXT TO GIVE “ACA” to 243725 
 

SCAN TO GIVE 

In 325, at the age of 27, Athanasius began his 

leading role against the Arians as a deacon and 

assistant to Bishop Alexander of Alexandria 

during the First Council of Nicaea.  
 

He was the chief defender of Christian 

orthodoxy in the 4th-century battle against 

Arianism, the heresy that the Son of God was a 

creature of like, but not of the same, substance as 

God the Father. His important works include 

The Life of St. Antony, On the Incarnation, and 

Four Orations Against the Arians.  

Saint of the Week 



 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN   

Our response to hard sayings requires 

integrity 
 

Jesus lost followers when He offered 

challenging teachings, 

but He didn’t soften the demand 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

“This saying is hard; who can accept it?” 
 

All this week, we’re reading from John 6, where Jesus gives the bread of life discourse. He says, in no 

uncertain terms: “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood you do not have life 

within you.” 
 

Confronted with this hard saying, some — like Peter — believe in Him and remain His disciples. Others, 

finding the saying too hard, walk away: “As a result of this, many of His disciples returned to their former 

way of life and no longer walked with Him.” 
 

This helps us consider a curious feature of today’s world: How many people believe they can have it both 

ways, rejecting the hard saying, while still claiming to be His disciples? But it doesn’t really work. It never 

has. 
 

To respond adequately to this error, we have to be clear about two things. First, Jesus never stopped 

inviting people to follow Him! He was always willing to seek out “tax collectors and sinners;” He was 

always willing to welcome back the prodigal son or daughter. In that way, Jesus was very soft. 
 

But, second, there are hard sayings, and there are hard choices to make. Jesus invites everyone to follow 

Him. But He never pretends that everyone who receives the invitation is a disciple. He leaves the choice to 

us — to accept the hard saying or to reject it. In that way, Jesus was very hard. 
 

And it wasn’t just the bread of life discourse. All through the Gospel of John, we see Jesus conduct a series 

of extended, hard conversations — for example, with Nicodemus, with the woman at the well, even with 

Pontius Pilate. Jesus is always willing to engage in the conversation and make the invitation. But He never 

softens the hard sayings. And He always leaves the choice with the person: to follow Him or walk away. 
 

Similarly, in every age, the Church has had to maintain some hard sayings: about Jesus being truly divine, 

about the place of images (icons), about the sacraments — especially the Eucharist, about the pope, Mary’s 

Immaculate Conception and Assumption, abortion, the purpose of human sexuality and a host of other 

issues. In every age, some people have remained with Jesus and some have walked away. 
 

I wonder if we’ve lost some of that integrity, both as inviters and as followers. The world wants us to soften 

the demand — to pretend that there are no hard sayings and choices. But that wasn’t Jesus’ way, and it 

can’t be ours. 
 

St. Athanasius, whose feast day we celebrate this week (May 2), knew this pattern in his own life. He was 

present at the first great ecumenical council, the Council of Nicaea in 325, which defined the divinity of 

Christ. Athanasius was Bishop of Alexandria for 45 years after the council. He was exiled five times, for a 

total of 17 years, because he stood up for the hard sayings of the Council of Nicaea against those who 

wanted to soften the choice, making Jesus more than human but less than divine. 
 

The world today presses believers to compromise the faith by avoiding hard sayings and choices. Our 

response needs to be a deeper examination of conscience — Have we compromised? — and a growth in 

integrity, both as evangelizers and as disciples.  

 Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  


