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Tw e n t y  T h i r d  S u n d ay  i n  O r d i n a ry  Ti m e  

S e p t e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 2 2  

 
 

Archbishop of St. Louis  
The Most Reverend  
Mitchell T. Rozanski 

 
Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
 

In Residence 
Father Charles Samson 

 
Deacon 

Deacon Luke Koebbe 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
Saturday - 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access live streams at oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays - 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Monday through Friday, 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Saturday, 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 

 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            present Church dedicated in 1834  



 

 

Readings for the week of September 4, 2022 
 

Sunday:  Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/ 

    Lk 14:25-33  

Monday:  1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12/Lk 6:6-11  

Tuesday:  1 Cor 6:1-11/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b/Lk 6:12-19  

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17/Lk 6:20-26  

Thursday:  Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c/Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or  

    1:18-23  

Friday:   1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6, 12/Lk 6:39-42  

Saturday:  1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18/Lk 6:43-49 

Next Sunday: Ex 32:7-11, 13-14/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19/1 Tm 1:12-17/Lk 15:1-32 

    or 15:1-10 
 

Observances for the week of September 4, 2022 
 

Sunday:  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday:  Labor Day 

Tuesday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time  

Wednesday: Weekday in Ordinary Time  

Thursday:  The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday:   St. Peter Claver, Priest  

Saturday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time   

Next Sunday: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis,  
King of France 

 

The Old Cathedral  

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

314-231-3250 

 

Email: oldcathedral@att.net 
 

Website: oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Sunday, September 4 

8:00 AM  Elizabeth Driscoll 

 10:30 AM Gregory Paul Westrich 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Parish Family 

5:00 PM Silvio Flaim 
 

Monday, September 5 

7:00 AM  Elaine Hopkins  

12:10 PM Mass Cancelled  
 

Tuesday, September 6 

7:00 AM  John Oen  

12:10 PM  Ardeen Lena Nance  
 

Wednesday, September 7 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Charles Drury (NS) 
 

Thursday, September 8 

7:00 AM Robert Frazier 

12:10 PM  Louis Fagas 
 

Friday, September 9 

7:00 AM  Ray Slonicke 

12:10 PM Michael Amantea 
 

Saturday, September 10 

7:00 AM  Stephanie & Pat Werner 

5:30 PM  Pauline Luepke 
 

Sunday, September 11 

8:00 AM  Chester Wilda 

 10:30 AM Mr. & Mrs. Adalin 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Parish Family 

5:00 PM Ted Hinkle 
 

In Observance of the Labor Day Holiday 

Monday, September 5 

7am Mass Only 
11:30am Confession & 12:10pm Mass are cancelled  

The Old Cathedral will close on Labor Day at 8am  

The regular Mass schedule will return on Tuesday, September 6 

 

 

WEEKLY GIVING 
 

The Old Cathedral has long been  

recognized as one of the most historic 

and beautiful churches of its time.  

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 

year history as a self-supporting  

Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your presence, prayer, and generous 

kindness continue to make it so.  
 

 Your weekly donations  

can be made by mail or in person, 

or online at:           

oldcathedralstl.org/give 
 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OLD CATHEDRAL  

FIRST SUNDAY 

TOURS  
 

We are pleased to offer  
Old Cathedral tours on the 
first Sunday of the month 
following the noon Mass 

 

Tour:  September 4 
Next Tour: October 2 

 

For group tours of  
10 or more email 

oldcathedral@att.net 
 

Please call  
if you have any questions:  

314-231-3250 

 

 

Sunday - 8/28/2022 
 

 Online Donations       
 Collection  
 Total                  

$      461.00 
$   3,844.00 
$   4,305.00 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

 

FROM OUR  RECTOR 
 

Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 

Many of us have heard of people who have done wrong in some way, and then 
declared they have turned their life around. Perhaps they even claim they have 
“found Jesus.”  
 

First, thank God for that! That is the very definition of “repent and believe!” And 
while some may be skeptical, it is never a bad thing to see how God is working in 
another’s life.  
 

Second, it’s good for us as Christians to pray for these encounters to be genuine, 
sincere, and fruitful, because we know of our dependence on God, and how he 
meets and transforms us in our weakness. As such, these instances are prime 
opportunities to look not at others, but at our own selves, and determine whether 
we, too, have not only found Jesus, but are following him by turning our lives 
around where it is necessary to do so. 
 

Throughout the Gospels, we encounter stories of thousands of people who came 
out to hear Jesus preach, see a miracle, and catch what all the buzz was about. But 
when he talked about what it meant to follow him, many left. The miracles might 
have been amazing, the preaching awe-inspiring, but following him – well, Jesus 

seemed to be asking too much (Cf., John 6:25-70, especially, v 60, and v 66).  
 

Today’s Gospel would definitely be one of those times.  Jesus starts off with that quote that sounds as jarring now as it did 
2000 years ago: If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. That sounds really harsh.   
 

Jesus is using hyperbole to grab our attention because he’s about to tell us something central to discipleship: To follow 
Jesus means he has to be the most important thing in our lives. Nothing can distract us from our role as followers of Jesus. 
The rest of our lives flow from that primary relationship we have with him. Think of it as the lens through which we ought 
to see everything, and the filter through which we both receive, and interact with, the things of the world. Following Jesus 
enables us to see that some of our cultural norms today may actually not be good.  
 

This isn’t easy! We are human beings – we make mistakes, we sin, we make choices that affect our moral freedom. But the 
Lord provides for us in our lives, through the Church and the sacraments. Here we are blessed with his word; here we are 
blessed with his real presence among us; here we receive the grace we need to seek him, to find him, and to follow him.  
 

Let us make that choice to follow him, and give thanks for those whom the Lord continues to call to himself, whether in a 
public way or in the quiet of their hearts.  
 

Blessings upon your Labor Day holiday. Stay safe! 
 

-Father Smith 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Join Archbishop Rozanski 

Wedding Jubilee Mass 

Sunday, October 9  l  2:30pm 
Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis 

The New Cathedral 
4431 Lindell Blvd., St. Louis, MO  63108  

 

For those celebrating 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50,  

or over 50 years of marriage during 2022 
 

Register by Friday, September 9  

archstl.org/jubilee or call 314-792-7171 



  ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

 

 
 

 
Focusing where we spend our energy 

 

St. Peter Claver, in his mission to help  

enslaved people, concentrated on that task,  

spent his strength on it and did it well 
 
 
 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

We celebrate the feast of St. Peter Claver (1590-1654) this week. When he signed his final vows as a Jesuit,  

he signed them “Peter Claver, slave of the Ethiopians forever.” (“Ethiopian” was a generic term at the time.  

It meant “enslaved Africans in the new world.”) 
 

In God’s providence, we’re reading through 1st Corinthians these days, and the passage we just happen to 

read on Claver’s feast day is the one where St. Paul declares: “Although I am free in regard to all, I have 

made myself a slave to all, so as to win over as many as possible” (1 Corinthians 9:19). This is exactly what 

Peter Claver did: He made himself the servant of the enslaved and ended up baptizing more than 300,000 

people in his lifetime! 
 

Peter Claver was deeply disturbed by the treatment and living conditions of the enslaved people from Africa. 

He saw a need and served it with all his strength. Not perfectly, to be sure! Claver was a man of his time, 

who also owned slaves. But he was also a man who rose above his time and who helped change the times. 

And from that, we can draw a lesson for our own lives. 
 

What might it mean for us to follow the example of St. Peter Claver? 
 

As we go through the All Things New process, the simple fact of the matter is that we’re going to concentrate 

our strength over the next few years. But then the question becomes: How should we use that strength? Let 

me put it this way: If we, like Peter Claver, could do one thing, do it well and spend all our strength on it, 

what should it be? 
 

Cloistered monks and nuns concentrate and then spend their energy on prayer. They’re like the heart of the 

body. As a cloistered sister once said: “The bars of the cloister aren’t like the bars of a prison that lock people 

in. They’re like the ribs of the body; they protect the heart, so it can keep doing its work.” Beautiful! 
 

The Missionaries of Charity concentrate and then spend their energy in service to the poorest of the poor. 

They’re like the hands of the body — giving the work of the body to others. 
 

Peter Claver concentrated and then spent all the energy of his life caring for enslaved peoples. And it wasn’t 

just lip service. As he once said, describing his apostolate in a letter to his superiors: “This was how we spoke 

to them, not with words but with our hands and our actions.” 
 

Claver’s life raises a key question for us: As we concentrate the energy of our parishes and schools and 

agencies over the next few years — the energy of almost 500,000 Catholics! — how do we want to spend that 

energy? 
 

I ask you to join me in that question of discernment in the coming months, as we launch our parish listening 

sessions in October. 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  



 

 

 
 

Old Cathedral 

Anniversary 

Celebrations 
 

 

August 25, 2022 

Feast of St. Louis  l  12:10pm Mass 

 

 

A native of Spain, Peter Claver left 
his homeland in 1610 to be a 
missionary in the New World.  
He sailed into Cartagena, a rich port 
city in Colombia. He was ordained 
there in 1615.  
 

Cartagena was a center for the slave 
trade, and the young missionary knew 
where he could best serve God. He 
proclaimed himself, “the slave of the 
Negroes forever.” As ships would 
arrive with their human cargo, Saint 
Peter and a group of interpreters would 
rush into the hold with food and 
medicines. When the slaves were 
moved to pens to await sale, the saint 
continued to work among them, 
communicating God’s love with acts of 
generosity and teaching the Catholic 
faith. 
 

He also led missions, refusing the 
hospitality of plantation owners and 
preferring to stay in the slave quarters. 

He organized charitable societies and is said to have baptized 
and catechized more than 300,000 enslaved persons.  
 

Saint Peter Claver died on September 8, 1654. He was 

canonized in 1888, by Pope Leo XIII. He is the worldwide 
patron saint of African Americans and of enslaved peoples. 

 

Ignatius Strecker was a German 
immigrant living in St. Louis in the 
1860s. Strecker’s cure of injury and 
illness was accepted as a miracle for the 
canonization cause of St. Peter Claver. 
The miracle occurred at what is now the 
Shrine of St. Joseph in north St. Louis city.  
 

Strecker was seriously injured in 1861 when he was accidentally 
struck his chest while at work at a soap factory. Though mortally 
ill with only weeks to live, Strecker attended a service honoring 
Jesuit priest Peter Claver. Strecker received a blessing and was 
allowed to kiss the relic. He soon recovered and was healed of all 
injuries within a couple months. 
 

The miracle was authenticated by the Vatican in 1887 and chosen 
as one of the two required for the Peter Claver’s canonization.  
 

St. Peter Claver’s relic is exhibited after each Mass at the Shrine 
of St. Joseph. 

Saint of the Week 

Saint Peter Claver l September 9 
A miracle that contributed to Saint Peter Claver’s canonization  

 occurred at the Shrine of St. Joseph - a neighboring downtown parish 

The statue of St. Peter 
Claver at the Shrine of  
St. Joseph was donated  
by the descendants of  

Ignatius Strecker 

Many of 
Strecker’s  

descendants 
gather 

annually at the 
Shrine of  

St. Joseph for 
a Mass to 

commemorate 
the miracle  

Ignatius Strecker 

60th Anniversary 

Donna & Ken were married  

August 25, 1962 

50th Anniversary 

Emily & David were married  

August 25, 1972 


