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Fo u r t h  S u n d ay  o f  A d v e n t 

D e c e m b e r  18 ,  2 0 2 2  

 
 

Archbishop of St. Louis  
The Most Reverend  
Mitchell T. Rozanski 

 
Rector 

Father Nicholas Smith 
 

In Residence 
Father Charles Samson 

 
Deacon 

Deacon Luke Koebbe 
 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil) 

8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12:00 PM, 
and 5:00 PM  

 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   

7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
Saturday - 7:00 AM 

 

  Live Stream Mass  

  7:00 AM Weekdays & 10:30 AM Sunday 
Access live streams at oldcathedralstl.org 

 

Devot ions 
Perpetual Help Devotions:  

Tuesdays - 12:00 PM 

 
 

Confess ions  
Monday through Friday, 

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Saturday, 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM 

 

Marriage 
Please arrange at least six months in 

advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date, or for more   

information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314-308-0091 

tracymarklein@archstl.org 
 

Bapt i sms 
Sundays, following the12:00 PM Mass 
Please call 314-231-3250 to arrange 

Founded in 1770            Present Church Dedicated in 1834  



Readings for the week of December 18, 2022 
 

Sunday:  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24  

Monday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25  

Tuesday:  Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38  

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 

Thursday:  1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56  

Friday:   Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66  

Saturday:  Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and  

    29/Lk 1:67-79  

Next Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/

    Mt 1:1-25 or :18-25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/ 

    Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/

    Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/ 

    Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14    
 

Observances for the week of December 18, 2022 
 

Sunday:  4th Sunday of Advent 

Monday:  Weekday in Advent 

Tuesday:  Weekday in Advent 

Wednesday: St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

Thursday:  Weekday in Advent 

Friday:   St. John of Kanty, Priest 

Saturday:  Christmas Eve 

Next Sunday: The Nativity of the Lord 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday, December 18 

8:00 AM  Edward Schnieders 

 10:30 AM  Gregory Paul Westrich 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Parish Family 

5:00 PM  Patty Costello (NS) 
 

Monday, December 19 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM Norma Frese 
 

Tuesday, December 20 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM  Dr. Martin Schwarze 
 

Wednesday, December 21 

7:00 AM  William Smith 

12:10 PM  Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Thursday, December 22 

7:00 AM  Florencio Cruz 

12:10 PM  Celebrant’s Intention 
 

Friday, December 23 

7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intention 

12:10 PM  Michael Amantea 
 

Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

7:00 AM  Rose Marie Vizer & 

Lurean Campbell 

5:00 PM  William Smith 

10:00 PM  August (Gus) Rivituso, Jr. 
 

Sunday, December 25 

Christmas Day 

8:00 AM  Mary Trozzi 

 10:30 AM  John William Cushing 

(Live Streamed) 

12:00 PM  Parish Family 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

Christmas Eve:  5:00 PM & 10:00 PM  

 9:30pm Old Cathedral Choir Christmas Recital 

Christmas Day: 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM & NOON  

    5pm Mass Cancelled 

 

WEEKLY GIVING 
2 

The Old Cathedral  has long been  

recognized as one of the most historic 

and beautiful churches of its time. 
 

Our parish is proud of its more than 240 

year history as a self-supporting  

Roman Catholic Parish.  

Your presence, prayer, and generous 

kindness continue to make it so.  
 

 Your weekly donations  

can be made by mail or in person, 

or online oldcathedralstl.org/give 
 

THANK YOU  
FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OLD CATHEDRAL  

FIRST SUNDAY  

TOURS  
 

We are pleased to offer  
Old Cathedral tours  
on the first Sunday  

of the month following  
the noon Mass 

 

Tour: February 6 
January 2 Tour Cancelled 

 

For group tours of 10 or more 
email oldcathedral@att.net 

 

Weekly Collection Thru 
12/11/2022 

 

 Online Donations       
 Collection  
 Total                  

$   2,773.00 
$   7,020.00 
$   9,793.00 

 
Basilica of Saint Louis,  

King of France 
 

The Old Cathedral  

 

209 Walnut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

314-231-3250 

 

Email: oldcathedral@att.net 
 

Website: oldcathedralstl.org 
 

 

 
 

Scan  

To  

Make 

Your  

Gift 

http://www.oldcathedralstl.org/give


 

 

 

 

FROM OUR  RECTOR 
 

Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 

As we enter this final week of Advent, the Gospel turns our attention to the role of 
Saint Joseph in salvation history. When we ponder the mystery of the Incarnation, 
our attention is often focused on Mary, our Blessed Mother, and the way God 
prepared her for her central role as Mother to our Lord Jesus Christ, to the Church, 
and to all of us. But what about Joseph? He remains a bit more of a mystery, a 
shadow in the background of these momentous events when the Son of God took on 
human flesh, became fully human, and united humankind to the divine life forever. 
 

But, if we focus on today’s readings in which Joseph plays a role, we can glean 
some insights and lessons about God and our path of discipleship. 
 

First, as we hear in the story, God invites Joseph’s cooperation in his plan of 
salvation. We see this in Scripture time and again, and it is true in our own lives as 
well. If we were in God’s seat, we might choose to force people into submission and 
to comply with our will, but this is not how God operates. God wants to win us over 

and wants to see us participate in the building up of his kingdom. 
 

Second, what is the obstacle the angel identifies? Fear. Do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home, 
says the angel. Do not be afraid to do this strange thing that runs counter to what you know, to what seems 
sensible, and even just. Might this be true in our own lives? Might we be afraid to move forward with a choice we 
know in our hearts is what God wants us to do, but are hesitant because it just doesn’t make sense from a worldly 
perspective?  
 
As Advent draws to a close, let us spend some time pondering these two questions: How is God inviting me to 
cooperate with the slow work of building up his kingdom, in my own heart, in my family and friendships, in the 
community? And, examining my heart, how is fear posing an obstacle to my cooperation? As we ponder these 
questions, let us ask Saint Joseph to intercede for us and show us how to respond with graciousness and humility, 
with trust and courage, to the Lord’s invitation. 
 

Blessings on your Advent Season.  Stay safe. 
 

-Father Smith 

 

 

Christmas Day 

Collection 
 

Kenrick-Glennon 

Seminary 
 

Your support strengthens 

formation efforts and  

helps prepare these men  

to serve people  

with joy 
 

  



  ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

 

 
 

 

 

Several scriptural ‘annunciations’ offer lessons 

as we approach Christmas 
 

Announcements in the Bible of a baby to be 

born can bring a sense of anticipation and joy,  

but also sorrow 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

In this final week before Christmas, we hear a series of “annunciations.” 1) The annunciation — by an unnamed 

angel — of the conception and birth of Samson. 2) The annunciation — by the angel Gabriel — of the conception 

and birth of John the Baptist. 3) The annunciation — by the prophet Isaiah — of the conception of Emmanuel by a 

virgin. 4) And, finally, the Annunciation — by the angel Gabriel — of the conception and birth of Jesus. 
 

Three lessons contained in those annunciations can help us prepare for Christmas. 
 

To start, each annunciation certainly brings a sense of anticipation and joy. But if we reflect carefully on each of the 

figures to be born — Samson, John the Baptist and Jesus — we realize that none of them lived an easy life. 
 

So if your preparation for Christmas is filled not only with anticipation and joy but also with sorrow — which it is 

for many of us, and for a variety of reasons — that combination isn’t incongruous. You don’t have to fight down 

any of those feelings. If you experience all three this week, then your life is following a biblical pattern. 
 

Second is the famous — and some people think unfair — distinction between Zechariah’s “how” and Mary’s 

“how.” When Zechariah receives the annunciation about John the Baptist’s conception and birth, he asks “How 

can this be?” As a result, he is (apparently) punished for his doubt. When Mary receives the Annunciation about 

Jesus’ conception and birth, she asks “How can this be?” As a result, Gabriel explains the matter to her and 

reassures her. Sometimes people wonder: “How is that fair?” 
 

Remember that an angel is a pure spirit, and therefore able to sense what is invisible. Gabriel would have known 

the attitude underneath Zechariah’s words. This question is rooted in skepticism, and the response needs to 

address and break through that skepticism! Gabriel also would have known the attitude behind Mary’s words. 

Her question is rooted in modesty and humility, and the response needs to reassure those qualities! 
 

This is worth remembering as we give gifts and prepare for Christmas Mass. What’s the attitude behind our words 

and actions? The angels — and Jesus — are able to see what’s in our heart. What response would the angel give to 

us? Is there anything in our attitude that could use some purification? If so, the final week before Christmas is a 

great time to work on that purification. 
 

Third and last, we can measure our lives by biblical patterns, to know how far we’ve come in the life of 

discipleship, and how far we still have to go. Take, for example, Mary’s response to the Annunciation. In the span 

of about 30 seconds, Gabriel has upended her entire life, asking her to give her body and soul to God’s plan. By the 

time 60-75 seconds have passed (read the story out loud and time it!) Mary has said yes. Most of us take days and 

weeks and months to make a discernment like that. It took Mary less than a minute and a half. That can measure 

us — we’re not there yet! It can also challenge us: That’s what we have to work on. 
 

One of the Psalm refrains for the week is, “Let the Lord enter; He is the king of glory.” Originally this might have 

been an appeal to let Him enter Israel, Jerusalem and the Temple. But, in this week before Christmas, let’s also 

hear it as an appeal to let Jesus enter into us, our schedules and all the joys and sorrows of our hearts. 
 

Let the Lord enter; He is the king of glory. 

 

 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  



 

 

 

Last Week! 

Advent Collection  

New Hats, Socks & Gloves 

Donations  
 

Help support the homeless 

people of downtown  

St. Louis served by the  

Old Cathedral Conference  

of the Society of  

St. Vincent de Paul    
 

Basket located west side of sanctuary  

near statue of St. Joseph  
 

 

Second Collection  

 Old Cathedral Conference  

St. Vincent de Paul  

December 18 
Monetary donations always  

welcomed –box located  

east side rear of the church   

 

 

 

 

 
Old Cathedral  

Tour 
 

The Stock Family & 

Friends  

 

Friday, October 9 
 

All tour donations support the  

Old Cathedral Museum  


