Baptism Guidelines
1.
Parents must be registered members of the parish for at least six months before they can register for the baptism of their child. They should attend Sunday Mass regularly and be actively involved in the life of the parish. They should support the needs of the parish in a spirit of joyful giving.

2.
Baptism Preparation class registration takes place at the Parish office. Parents of the child should attend the Baptism Preparation classes. Godparents are encouraged to attend as well, though not required.
3.
Please return the Baptism Registration form to the parish office at least one week prior to the scheduled class.
4.
Please print all information clearly and accurately. This information will be used to record your child’s sacraments in the Parish Registry.
5.
Godparents must be fully initiated (Baptism, First Holy Communion, Confirmation) and practicing Catholics. At least one godparent is required. There is a limit of not more than two godparents. If there are two godparents chosen (one man and one woman), one of them may be a baptized Christian (non-Catholic). At least one of the sponsors/godparents must be a fully initiated and practicing Catholic. The sponsors/godparents will need to present a letter from their parish stating that they are fully initiated, practicing Catholics who are able to fulfill the responsibilities of a godparent. This letter must be received before the Baptism date can be set.
6.
If you need to change any information on the Baptism Registration form, or need other information, please contact the Parish office.

7.
Baptisms are scheduled on a rotating basis each month. Baptism dates may be chosen from one of the options provided. Baptisms may be celebrated either during a Mass or outside of Mass on the scheduled dates. A calendar is provided for your use.

8.
Only the child being baptized, the parents and the sponsors/godparents may go up to the Baptism Font for the Baptism.

9.
The child to be baptized should wear a white garment. The baptism garment will not be provided.

10.
Donations to the Parish are appreciated. If you would like to designate a gift to the Parish, please make the check out to St. Matthew Catholic Church. If you would like to designate the gift for the celebrant, please make the check out in his name.

If you have any questions that have not been addressed in these guidelines, please be encouraged to contact the Parish office at 757-420-6310


