
EDUCATION COMMITTEE – JANUARY ’19 UPDATE
Education Ministry, from Barbara Valmeo

Distribution of the book ‘Signs of Life’ by Scott Hann:
· Books were distributed immediately after the Christmas mass celebrations.  
· The remainder of the books were given to the school staff and religious education parent.
· At 1/03/2018, approximately 7 books are left for distribution. 
· We have been receiving “good and grateful” feedback/comments from parishioners.

Book review scheduled for Jan. 19th, 6:45-8:00PM in Assembly Hall:
· Barbara is taking suggestions in “how to” effectively present the book review. Please contact her for comments, suggestions, etc.
· Wine and Cheese will be provided at gathering for book review. Barbara will verify with Parish Office of “funds” left-over from the book purchase. This will be used for buying cheese, crackers and wine.
· Ed. Committee needs “facilitators” during the book review to assist Ed. committee (contact Barbara, ASAP). She projects that her hands will be full from the wine and cheese, book review, ushering, group dynamics, etc.  Max participation of the PPC will be much appreciated.

Concern: COMMUNICATIONS need improvement 
· Request to improve or lift office’s “restrictions” for regular-weekly mass announcements to ensure parishioners are informed for current and upcoming Education Committee activities/events.
· Access to weekly church bulletin inputs for situational awareness of Education Committees announcements.
· We need a bulletin board in the commons area.  From our Monday meeting, will the KofC’s Insurance man “sponsor” this bulletin board? 
· Education Committee requests the parish office to allow (1) posters on easels in the church’s commons area and (2) posters on the glass “windows” around the commons.  The committee finds this mode of announcement effective for the parishioners. 


EDUCATION COMMITTEE –FEBRUARY ’19 UPDATE

Next book review is scheduled for March 23rd at 6:45.  “Bible Basics for Catholics”


EDUCATION COMMITTEE –MARCH ’19 UPDATE


1. The Biblical Walk Through the Bible study series was completed on February 13. The attendance varied week to week from 5 to 8 people. One of the attendees made a comment in the end and said, "Before the Biblical Walk with Mary (which we finished in December), I didn't feel like I belonged in the parish."  She has been coming to our church for four years prior to the class.

2. We started the Catholicsm series by Bishop Robert Baron on February 20. This class will continue for several months every Wednesdays from 6 to 8 PM except on Ash Wednesday and during Holy Week.

3. Oscar has arranged to have a reflection every Fridays of Lent during the Lenten Meal offered by the Knights of Columbus. The reflections will focus on the Ignatian Spirituality. We will have different presenters each week including Fr. Stephen, Deacon Dan, Oscar, Angel and myself (we are missing one more person but Oscar is putting the topics and roster on a report soon). He has also lined up parishioners who are willing to share their testimonies after the reflection. Attendees will then be encouraged to end the night with the Stations of the Cross.

4. We are also looking at working with St. John parish for the upcoming adult summer conference at Franciscan University. Hopefully, they can free up some seats in their bus for some of our parishioners to go. 

5. Women of Grace, a bible study for women is in the works. We have a parishioner who volunteered to head the study. 

6. A man's group is also in the works. Steve DiLiberto has been doing his research and coordinating with Oscar on it.

7. We also proposed another study group in between the morning Masses on Sundays. It may need to be shelved till the summer or fall of this year.


EDUCATION COMMITTEE – APRIL ’19 UPDATE


The Catholicism series is still ongoing on Wednesdays at 6-8 PM in the Parish Library. We will be ending on May 15th.  The attendance has been quite discouraging. There were weeks where only two people showed up. The most Barbara had was 8 parishioners and now, there are only four regular attendees. It's not a lot but we all get a lot from Bishop Barron!

The Lenten Reflection and Testimonials are ongoing every Friday during the Lenten meal offered by the Knights of Columbus. We have two Fridays left. Despite Fr. Stephen's encouragement, it's still the same people that shows up. Attendance varies but never above fifty. 

The Book Review on March 23 was also poorly attended. There were only less than twenty parishioners, including Oscar and Barbara.  The previously planned 4 teams Jeopardy only ended to be 2 small teams. It was a big disappointment. Even the attendees were disappointed at the attendance although they thoroughly enjoyed the game. Oscar and Barbara have to re-think how we can make it better. 

For the first book review, there were around thirty people in attendance. We think more people came because they already had the book (from Christmas book give-away). For this second book review, parishioners were asked to buy the book. We were planning to read a book on apologetics next. We may pre-buy the book and offer it for purchase after each Mass on a weekend but that means investing on books that we may not sell out. We may try direct approach, "word of mouth" type of advertisement as well. Or, drop the program altogether. It was frustrating for the organizers with the time and days spent, diligently preparing the 'jeopardy' games. It was a lot of work but is it worth it? It's the same people who comes. The Education Committee is at it's wits end how else to reach to the "uninterested" people in the pews. 

We still plan on taking parishioners to a summer Steubenville Conference in Franciscan University, Steubenville, OH. Oscar was going to coordinate with St. John the Apostle as they always have a bus that goes each year. We do not have funds to rent our own bus.

Note that from the past few years, Fr. Abe usually had Parish Life (now Education Committee) take a break in the summer. Barbara is verifying her summer schedule to see what she can accommodate.


EDUCATION COMMITTEE – MAY ’19 UPDATE

There are not much for updates from our Education Committee, during Lent. However, according to Oscar, more future planning and activities to follow after the First Holy Communion.
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