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FUNERAL PLANNING 

NEW TESTAMENT READINGS 
 

 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS                (Page 11) 

Romans 5:5-11 

Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For Christ, while 

we were still helpless, yet died at the appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, 

only with difficulty does one die for a just person, though perhaps for a good 

person one might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in 

that while we were still sinners Christ died for us. How much more then, since 

we are now justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the 

wrath. Indeed, if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 

the death of his Son, how much more, once reconciled, will we be saved by his 

life. Not only that, but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

(Pause) The Word of the Lord .... 
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A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS                   (Page 12) 

Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? 

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in 

newness of life. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 

live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death 

no longer has power over him. 

(Pause) The Word of the Lord .... 
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A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS             (Page 13) 

Romans 8:14-23 

Those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not 

receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of 

adoption, through which we cry, “Abba, Father!” The Spirit itself bears witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of 

God and joint heirs with Christ, if only we suffer with him so that we may also 

be glorified with him. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with 

the glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the 

revelation of the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not 

of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that 

creation itself would be set free from slavery to corruption and share in the 

glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that all creation is groaning 

in labor pains even until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who have 

the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

(Pause) The Word of the Lord .... 
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A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS       (Page 14) 

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 (short version) 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the 

dead came also through a human being. For just as in Adam all die, so too in 

Christ shall all be brought to life, but each one in proper order: Christ the first 

fruits; then, at this coming, those who belong to Christ. 

(Pause) The Word of the Lord .... 
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A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS        (Page 15) 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be unaware, brother and sisters, about those who have 

fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if 

we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with 

him those who have fallen asleep. Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the 

Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 

surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself, with a 

word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, 

will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who 

are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, 

console one another with these words. 

(Pause) The Word of the Lord .... 

 


