
 



 

PARISH FINANCIAL REPORT |  PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

St. Gabriel parishioners, may the peace of Jesus Christ be with you!  

 

I am grateful to share our Parish Annual Report with you.   Amidst the extraordinary 

challenges of this past year, our parish has continued to thrive.   Your faithfulness and 

generosity in these times have been exceptional, and I am blessed to celebrate my  

second year as your pastor. 

 
A YEAR OF WALKING BY FAITH 
 

The circumstances of this year have invited all of us to focus on what is most important.  

While it has been difficult to pause much of parish life, together at St. Gabriel we have placed priority on 

worship and the sacraments – celebrating outdoors, online, and in other non-traditional ways.  It has truly 

been a year of walking by faith and not by sight, knowing that Jesus has called us to go and bear fruit that 

will remain, even when it is not easy.  (John 15:16) 

 

As followers of Christ, we receive the gifts of faith, hope, and love at baptism – gifts given to guide us 

through the more challenging seasons of life.  Experiencing these gifts requires effort on our part, though.  

They grow and bless us only when we truly invest time in growing as disciples of Jesus and in sharing this 

hope and Good News with others, starting in our homes.     

 

Our parish is here to support you in this.  With 27 staff members serving 12,300 parishioners, it is critical 

that we stay focused on what is truly most important – to ensure that we are using the 

resources God has provided us to accomplish his mission.  This includes not only staff 

and volunteer time, but also how we use our campus buildings and the treasure you 

offer in service to God.   

 

This past year has been one of tremendous efforts by staff and parish leadership to 

organize jobs, ministry roles, and processes to align with our highest priorities – work 

that continues today.   These changes come at the sacrifice of some long-standing 

traditions and ways of serving at St. Gabriel – changes that are difficult to make.  We 

do so, though, trusting that a difficult season of pruning will allow us to bear even more 

fruit.   

 

As we look back on this past year, I would like to highlight three key areas :   

 

 Staff:   Our staff now includes 2 members fully dedicated to serving our senior 

adults, 5 who serve our grades 1-12 students and families, and 3 dedicated to our 

communications and technology needs.    
 

 Programs and Resources:  Significant time has been devoted to developing and 

expanding opportunities for all ages to grow in relationship with Jesus.   The new 

website and homily podcast we launched this past year and programs like Alpha, 

Genesis to Jesus, Family Faith Formation, youth ministry, and evenings of worship 

have involved months of planning and preparation.    
 

  Technology:  Just a year ago, we were the only large parish in our diocese without    

    the ability to live-stream Masses, and our 40-year old sound system was failing.         



 

Through your incredible generosity – in the midst of the pandemic - we modernized 

our church audio-visual, security, and hearing-impaired technology.  Our online 

Masses received more than 75,000 views through the end of June 2021 – and we’ve 

heard from so many of you whose worship experience has been enriched in person 

and online.    

 
LOOKING AHEAD 
 

The hunger for God is written on our hearts.  Every day, we are offered new life in 

Christ.  He is always inviting us to turn to him and follow him.   He is the answer 

for our times and for eternity.   As we move into the fall, I will invite you to 

prayerfully renew your personal spiritual commitment, centered on participating 

regularly in Mass, going to Confession, growing spiritually, and stewardship of 

treasure.   

 

As a parish, we will also renew our collective spiritual commitment – embarking on 

the development of a long-range Pastoral Plan in early 2022.  Your input will be 

invited and valued.  

 
STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
 

The fruitfulness of this parish is supported by your generosity of treasure.  This year, 

we walked by faith, letting our needs drive our plans, trusting that God would 

provide the resources for the work he has called us to do – and he was faithful!      

 

We are blessed to have 66% of you, as registered households, contribute to our 

offertory.  I pray that you experience the fruits of your generosity and are blessed in 

this important way of giving thanks to God.   

 

This year, I invite you to be part of our monthly Facilities Fund collection.  Your 

contributions provide for the upkeep, maintenance, and needs of our beautiful but 

aging campus.  This includes continued work on our tree canopy, air system updates, 

and modifying our confessional entrances.  Your contributions make a visible and 

meaningful impact, and I thank you for your generosity. 

   

IN CLOSING 
 

The details of this year’s Parish Annual Report are a testament to the good fruit we 

are bearing through our ministry to our parishioners and through them, the greater 

community.  I hope you will spend a few minutes reviewing it.  

  

Jesus is the one who has called us.  May all that we do here at St. Gabriel be oriented 

toward him and proclaiming the Good News of a savior who walks with us and loves 

us – pointing the way toward eternal life for all humanity.   

  

In the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 



 



 

The members of the St. Gabriel Catholic Church Finance Council are grateful to present the 

2020-2021 Financial Report.  As we complete an unprecedented fiscal year, we are blessed to report that 

our parish finances are solid.  Given the impact of the pandemic on Mass attendance and personal finances, 

offertory giving was exceptional.  At the end of January 2021, our parish offertory was $160,000 below 

budgeted needs.  Through the steadfast generosity of our long-time parishioners and support of many new 

families, we ended our fiscal year with offertory exceeding expectations.   
  

While this past year brought unexpected challenges, Fr. Richard and our staff continue to 

place connecting our parishioners more deeply with Jesus Christ at the forefront of 

everything that we do.  Last year’s forward-looking budget demonstrated our belief that the 

needs of St. Gabriel Church should drive our plans, even in times of uncertainty.  We 

carried out facilities improvements, hired additional, well-qualified staff to help carry out our 

parish mission, and began developing and rolling out new programs to serve all ages.  We 

also accomplished a significant, unbudgeted project:  updating our sanctuary audio/visual 

technology.   
  

Financial highlights from 2020-2021 include: 
 Total offertory was $3.68 million, exceeding our budget by more than $300,000.    

 Operating Expenses were $42,000 under budget due to limited operations and 

increased efficiencies.    

 Our Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools (MACS) subsidy is one of our largest budget 

items at $945,000.  Our Catholic school families commit to actively participating in the 

faith life of our parish and substantially fund this subsidy through stewardship of 

treasure.   
   

Our 2021-2022 budget:   
The 2021-2022 budget continues our approach of prayerfully seeking to do what the Holy 

Spirit is calling us to do, even in times of uncertainty.  Our budget includes a significant 

(42%) increase in our ministry and religious formation activities, which includes several new staff and many 

new programs strengthening our Sunday worship and spiritual growth opportunities for all ages.   
  
Another item of note in this year’s budget is the recent purchase of two properties on Sharon Lane, shared 

with the parish in late August.  These purchases were financed under very attractive terms and secured an 

additional 1.86 acres of property adjacent to the parish – unlikely to be available again.   
  
While we are prudently managing all areas of the budget, these investments and activities will require a 

renewed financial commitment for our parish.  Even with a budgeted increase of 15% in offertory, we 

are forecasting a $221,000 deficit for the fiscal year.  The Finance Council supports these parish plans, and we 

are confident that these investments will bear fruit for years to come. 
  
We would like to thank several St. Gabriel Finance Council members whose terms concluded 

this past fiscal year:  Bryant Brewer (Chair), Steve Pernotto and Dan Siever.  Your contributions to our 

parish are greatly appreciated!  
  
As we look toward a bright future for our parish, the time, talent, and treasure each of you share make        

St. Gabriel the wonderful parish that it is. Thank you, and God bless you. 
  
The St. Gabriel Catholic Church Finance Council  Jordan Raniszeski (Chair), Bob Fontana, Lynne Roux,   

        Gustavo Vindas, Catherine Walsh, and Jason Oakes 
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REPORT TO PARISHIONERS |  STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 

SOURCE OF FUNDS 

July 2020-June 2021 

(000’s) 



 

REPORT TO PARISHIONERS |  STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

USE OF FUNDS 

July 2020-June 2021 

(000’s) 

Charitable giving total was  

$152k, including an additional  

$141k in gifts designated for charity  

* 



 

USE 

OF 

AVERAGE ANNUAL GIVING  

AND TOTAL NUMBER OF GIVERS 

by Age of Head of Household 

for FYE June 2021 

THANK YOU FOR USING ONLINE GIVING AND TEXT-TO-GIVE 

Join our 1,400+ households participating in Online Giving.  It’s secure, convenient, and simple.   

Learn more and sign up at www.stgabrielchurch.org/online-giving. 

 

For all in heaven and on earth is yours, Lord,   

and what we give is what we have from you.  
 

1 Chronicles 29:11-13 

PERCENT OF TOTAL OFFERTORY 

by Age of Head of Household 

for FYE June 2021 

OFFERTORY DEMOGRAPHICS 



 

CHARITABLE AND COMMUNITY GIVING 

    JULY 1, 2020 - JUNE 30, 2021 

The Diocesan Support Appeal is our parish’s most 

impactful opportunity to participate in Jesus’ works of love 

and service in our community – work none of us can do alone. 

Thank you!   Your generous stewardship of treasure enabled us 

to provide the following charitable and community support.   

CONNECTING ONLINE 

    JULY 1, 2020 - 

 JUNE 30, 2021 
 

 

ONLINE MASSES 
74,606 Live and  

recorded Mass views 
 

Viewers in 27 countries  
 

Most viewed Mass:  Easter Sunday  
 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Facebook reach:  116,700+  

Instagram reach:  5,700+ 

 

HOMILY PODCAST 

8,100 downloads 

 

WEBSITE 

256,000 page views 

 


