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Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 
 

Website:  
sbtmparishp h.com             SBTMPARISHPGH                SBTMparishPGH           St. Benedict the Moor Parish-PGH  

Staff 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
tburke@diopittt.org 
Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 
Christopher Catone, Music Director 
Priscilla Davis, Office Manager 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
Cathy Raffaele, Bulletin Editor:  
craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY   APRIL 11, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

April 11  10:30 am 
Second Sunday of Easter, Divine Mercy 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Thelma Jackie Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Younger 

April 18 10:30 am 
Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Temporal and Spiritual Well Being 
of Les and Bobbie Bossert 
Cathy Raffaele 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

This week  

the Sanctuary Candle 

 is lit in Honor  

of Nicole Orlando. 
 

Theresa Orlando 

blackfacts.com 

April 11 George Poage ran track in the 1904 Olympic Games and 

was the first African American to ever win an Olympic medal. Poage was 
born in Hannibal, Missouri on November 6, 1880, but spent most of his 
childhood growing up in La Crosse, Wisconsin. As a teen, he excelled both 
in academics and athletics. Poage attended La Crosse High School, ranked 
second in his class, and was his commencement salutatorian. He also was 
the first African American to graduate from the school. Poage received his 
high school diploma in 1899 and decided to continue his education at the 
University of Wisconsin.   
 

By 1920 he relocated to Chicago. He encountered few opportunities as an 
African American despite his athletic and academic successes, and after a 
series of jobs he eventually found steady work as a postal clerk. Poage 
worked for the U.S. Post Office for nearly 30 years before retiring in 1950.  
He died on April 11, 1962. 

Are you someone who is excited about 
your faith and are wanting to share it? 
Would you like to help build the Kingdom of God with our youngest mem-
bers? Consider being a CCD teacher or an aide!  You will be given training 
and materials, information about clearances; and the best part is that you 
will be filled with joy! 
 

If interested, please speak with Lisa Joy Finch, Joelynn Parham, or Julie 
Mondello, or email us at religiouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com  

 

Dear Church Family,  
 

Thank you for the condolences, prayers, 
cards, calls and acts of kindness on the 
recent death of Vincent Tucker.  Your 
sympathy and caring support has 
helped me, and my family, to cope with 
our loss.  Words are not enough to  
express our sincere gratitude.  
 

Most gratefully,  
Greta Stokes Tucker 

Stewardship March 28 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,262.00 $410.00 $790.00 

The collection for April 4 will be  
reported in the April 18 bulletin 

Small Discipleship Groups for Racial Jus-
tice Are Back! This Easter season, presented by Mary, Queen 

of Peace Parish, there is an opportunity to re-visit and deepen our work of 
listening, praying, and acting for racial justice within small faith communi-
ties. Beginning the week of April 12, we will meet for six weeks over Zoom. 
As with our other small discipleship groups, this is a way to “make Big 
Church small.”  

Small Discipleship groups invite us into deeper relationship with Christ and 
one another through reflections on Scripture, honest discussion, and cou-
rageous action.  Materials will be provided.  

 

Available Groups: 
Mondays, led by Holly Mohr, from 7 to 8:30 pm 
Tuesdays, led by Vicki Sheridan, from 7 to 8:30 pm 
Wednesdays, led by Andy Benchek, from 7 to 8:30 am 
 

To register, please contact Holly Mohr: hmohr@maryqueenofpeacepgh.org 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note 
 

Peace Be With You! 

This weekend we celebrate the Second 
Sunday of Easter, also known as Divine 
Mercy Sunday, which was established by 
Pope St. John Paul II in 2000. It leads us 
into the continuing celebration of God’s 
mercy during the Easter Time. All three 
readings show the transformative power 
of belief in Jesus’s resurrection by calling 
us to open our eyes and experience the 
many ways that God’s mercy touches us. 
 

In the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles which St. Luke is the author, 
we read how the Holy Spirit’s power is 
displayed through the church’s unity 
and generosity.  
 

In the second reading from First John, 
we read how an Apostle writes that we 
show our love for the Lord by keeping 
his commandments. God’s children win 
the victory over the world through faith 
in Jesus who is fully human and divine.  
 

In the Gospel of John, we read how the 
Risen Lord appears two different times, 
first to his frightened disciples, then to 
Thomas granting them peace and com-
missioning them with the Holy Spirit to 
carry on his sacred work. No sooner has 
he offered the disciples his peace than 
he immediately commissions them to 
take up and carry on the work he has 
been doing. After Jesus’ resurrection his 
followers quickly put aside their fears 
and doubts for their faith was incredibly 
strengthened.  
 

During Easter time the Lord gives us 
what we need so that we may believe in 
him. Let us open our eyes and see that 
Christ is in our midst. 

I am pleased to report that the clergy of 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish are all fully 
vaccinated!  
 
Thank You 

Thanks to Jeannette Finch, Ray 
Krivanek, and Marcus Smith for clean-
ing and sanitizing our church during Holy 
Week and the extra weekend Easter 
Masses.  
 

Thank you to our Liturgical and Deco-
rating Committee and Men’s Group for 
helping with the Easter Decorations.  
 

Thank you to our Director of Music, 
Chris Catone, and our choir for provid-
ing the beautiful music for our Holy 
Week and Easter. Bravo!  
 
Parish Improvements 

Paul Denk and Michael Natalia from the 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish Maintenance 
Department repaired the electrical out-
let near the St. Theresa Statue which has 
been broken for the past several years. 
They also updated the outdoor parking 
lot lights.  
 
Parish Share 2021 

The Annual Parish Share 2021 Campaign 
has begun, and our goal is $30,000. No 
funds collected via the program go to-
wards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, training our religious educa-
tors and evangelization, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and Bene-
fits Office for our parish and school em-
ployees, Property and Planning Office to 
assist with buildings and grounds issues 
and the Parish Services Office assists 
Pastors and Business Managers with the 
day-to-day operations of the parish. We 
are suggesting each family contribute 
$35.00 a month or more if they can, to 
help us reach our goal. 
 
 
 

Online Giving 

If you are unable to make it to Mass 
during the pandemic or travel during the 
winter or summer seasons, please con-
sider signing up for the easy Online Giv-
ing Program, Faith Direct! It is easy, safe, 
and it helps the parish with the weekly 
offertory and helps you to write less 
checks and save a stamp to mail in. To 
enroll, please see www.faithdirect.net. 
Our parish code is PA1097. Enrollment 
forms are available in church or at the 
parish office.  
 
Religious Education Committee 

We have formed a “Religious Education 
Committee” to evaluate and seek input 
from parents and families about possibly 
reestablishing a Sunday School Program 
(Religious Education Classes). Joelynn 
Parham, Julie Mondello, and Lisa Joy 
Finch sent out a survey and letter to the 
parishioners who may possibly be inter-
ested in restarting this very important 
program. We ask families to please com-
plete the survey so that we can start 
putting together a program, classroom 
space and teachers. 
 
Looking Ahead 

Finance Council will meet on Sunday, 
April 25 
 

Pastoral Council will meet Sunday,  
May 23 
 

At our upcoming meetings we will be 
discussing our future needs for more 
office and classroom space and reestab-
lishing a Religious Education program. 
 
Something to Think About… 

Faith sees the invisible, believes  
the incredible, and receives  

the impossible. 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

As the Easter season continues, combined 
with the early weeks of spring, the earth 
begins to feel new again. Green buds ap-
pear on plants, the air is warmer as the 
days slowly grow longer. There is fresh-
ness in the world as everyone seems to 
stir to life after a period of darkness in the 
netherworld. In a special way this year we 
see signs of renewal as the global pan-
demic seems to be ebbing. For many of 
us, this brings hope that we will be physi-
cally close to our friends and family once 
again. To be human is to be social; it is to 
live in the company of others. We thrive 
on physical contact and social interaction. 
 
But the pandemic is not yet fully behind 
us and there are still lessons to be learned 
and opportunities for spiritual growth. 
Bishop Robert Barron described the pan-
demic as an encounter we have had with 
our radical contingency. The pandemic 
should make us more aware of the uncer-
tainty of our journey from one moment to 
the next. This is reason enough for us to 
live as a people of faith rather than a peo-
ple of false  "certainty". 
 
Pope Francis described the pandemic as 
being a crisis that exposes aspects of our 
lives that we need to change. A crisis 
tends to do that. God speaks to us 
through crises as we are prompted to re-
evaluate old habits, old opinions, and old 
ways of doing things. We must be open to 
what God is revealing to us. While relying 
on our memories of how God has been at 
work in our lives, as individuals and as a 
community, we must be open to what 
God is showing us that is new. The Lord 
Himself said, “Behold, I make all things 
new” (Rev. 21:25; see Isaiah 65:17). Every 
day we get a glimpse of the New Creation. 
The Church herself must be open to 

change the way that we do ministry and 
how we engage in dialogue with the 
world. It should not be our desire to re-
turn to the  “normality” that we experi-
enced before the pandemic; we should 
not want to return to the way things 
were. It should be our desire to be open 
to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to 
guide us to a broader and deeper life of 
faith. 
 
We should offer families, couples, and 
single individuals an opportunity to expe-
rience the joy and optimism that spiritual 
renewal can bring. We should offer to 
shut-ins our presence, our attentiveness, 
and our physical being so that they can 
experience, through us, the presence and 
companionship of the lord who remains at 
their side. We should offer young people 
more than empty and predictable cliches 
and platitudes; we should offer them au-
thentic dialogue and the opportunity to 
experience a deep and personal encoun-
ter with Christ. We should offer our elders 
our eagerness to slow down and take the 
time to listen to their stories. This is the 
apostolate of the ear. They have so much 
experience and wisdom to share with us 
and they must be given the opportunity to 
look back on their lives with peace and 
tranquility, despite the difficult road they 
have travelled on their journey of faith.  
 
This Easter season is a time of refresh-
ment and renewal. Those who want clari-
ty and inspiration in these changing times 
should prayerfully and reflectively read 
Pope Francis’ Let Us Dream: The Path to a 
Better Future, which was released last 
December. It will appeal to both our 
minds and our hearts as we prepare for 
life after the pandemic. It is an excellent 
way to begin our renewal. 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

One of the spiritual joys of the Easter Sea-
son is that we hear of how the first Chris-
tians knew of the importance of communi-
ty sharing. The early church promoted 
faith sharing and they knew that in re-
sponse to the resurrection they had to 
look out for one another. They knew they 
had to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
They had to live out their response to the 
Gospel. This enduring challenge called for 
mutual support as they grew in Easter 
Faith. The early Christians faced a lot of 
opposition. They gained a lot of strength 
and courage in coming together. As we 
learn in the gospel resurrection faith was 
difficult for many of them. 
 

The pandemic has shown us new ways of 
coming together in faith. The Lenten sea-
son offered us many opportunities for 
mutual support. At the same time we real-
ize that generosity has to remain a way of 
life. Challenges should make us more open 
to helping one another. 
 

Believing has to be a matter of faith. It is a 
reality that includes taking something on 
the word of another. Many of us still today 
know the challenge of Easter faith. Grow-
ing in faith does not eliminate the many 
crosses in our lives. We will continue to 
read in the Acts of the Apostles of the 
many persecutions associated with being a 
Christian. This still happens today. But we 
the church celebrate faith in the Lord, 
ourselves, and in one another. We have 
been rescued by a God who will never 
betray us.   
 

As we begin to come together in person, 
we should not abandon the many ways of 
faith sharing that have meant so much to 
us over this past year. There is something 
about community suffering that leads us to 
community healing. May these fifty days of 
Easter continue to restore faith and soli-
darity with one another. 
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR PARISH WANTS YOUR HELP!WANTS YOUR HELP!

Our weekly bulletin is entirely supported by the sponsors that appear on the back pages

Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

Help us reach and inform our parishioners with weekly communication efforts

Do you or someone you know have a great business in town that should be on the bulletin?
If so please contact Rick Cortez at 1-412-292-0132 or RCortez@Diocesan.com to reserve space on the new color bulletin

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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