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Staff 

Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
tburke@diopittt.org 
 

Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
 

Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

Christopher Catone, Music Director 
 

Priscilla Davis, Office Manager 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 
 

Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
 

Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
 

Cathy Raffaele, Bulletin Editor:  
craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  

Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  

of Reconciliation, 

Baptisms, Weddings, 

and Funerals  

by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 
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Mass Intentions 

April 18 10:30 am 
Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Temporal and Spiritual Well Being 
of Les and Bobbie Bossert 
Cathy Raffaele 

April 25  10:30 am 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 
 

Paul Eleam 
Marilyn Dunson 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Bulletin Announcements 
are due at 9 am on Monday for the next 
Sunday’s bulletin: craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 

Bulletins by Email See the 

Bulletins page of our website to sign up 
for e-Bulletins 

blackfacts.com 

April 18 Dr. Levi Watkins Jr. was a cardiac surgeon who, in 1980, per-

formed the first implantation of an automatic defibrillator into a human heart. 
He was also a professor of cardiac surgery and associate dean at the Johns 
Hopkins School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland. 
 

Watkins was born in Parsons, Kansas, but grew up in Montgomery, Alabama. 
He attended the First Baptist Church, and became close friends with the Pas-
tor, Dr. Ralph David Abernathy. He later attended the Dexter Avenue Baptist 
Church, where he met Dr. Martin Luther King, who had recently begun 
preaching there. Inspired by King, and dismayed at the prejudices of Jim 
Crow Alabama, Watkins became involved in the civil rights movement. He 
joined the King-supervised Crusaders youth group and drove parishioners to 
the church in a station wagon so they could boycott the city’s segregated bus 
system in 1956. 
 

Watkins entered Tennessee State University in 1962. He eventually became 
president of the student body, majored in biology, and graduated with honors 
in 1966. That May, he became the first African American admitted to the Van-
derbilt School of Medicine in Nashville. Studying at Vanderbilt was a lonely, 
isolating experience, and when King was murdered in 1968, Watkins was still 
the only black student at the school. Despite the prejudice he encountered 
there, he in 1970 became the first African American to graduate from Vander-
bilt. 
 

Later that year Watkins moved to Baltimore, where he became the first black 
intern at Johns Hopkins University Medical School. Between 1973 and 1975, 
he studied at Harvard Medical School’s Department of Physiology, performing 
breakthrough research into the role of the renin angiotensin system in conges-
tive heart failure. When he returned to Johns Hopkins in 1975, he became the 
first black chief resident in heart surgery at the university. Dr. Levi Watkins Jr., 
a member of Sigma Pi Phi and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternities, died in Balti-
more, Maryland on April 18, 2015.  He was 70. 

Excited About Your Faith?  Want to 
Share It? Would you like to help build the Kingdom of God with 

our youngest members? Consider being a CCD teacher or an aide!  You will 
be given training and materials, information about clearances; and the 
best part is that you will be filled with joy! 
 

If interested, please speak with Lisa Joy Finch, Joelynn Parham, or Julie 
Mondello, or email us at religiouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com  

Book Discussion on the 
Role of Women in the 
Church Two  night book discussion 

group on Phyllis Zagano’s book, “Women: 
Icons of Christ”,  will be on Tuesdays,  
April 27 and May 11, at 7 pm on Zoom.   
The book is available online.  
 

Registration information is on the home 
page of St. Mary Magdalene Parish’s web-
site: saintmarymagdalenepgh.org. 

Stewardship  

 April 4 April 11 

Offertory $2,684.00 $3,107.00 

PSP $280.00 $755.00 

Special  
Collections 

$2,272.00 $989.00 
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Pastor’s Note 
Peace Be With You! 
 

Today is the Third Sunday of Easter. All 
the readings this weekend focus on for-
giveness and healing.  
 

In the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles, we read how Peter boldly 
preaches in the name of Jesus which 
brings healing to those who truly listen.  
In the second reading from First John, 
we have assurance that Jesus pleads for 
us before his heavenly Father. He gave 
his life for the forgiveness of sins. If we 
obey his commandments to love anoth-
er, we have the knowledge of Jesus, and 
we live in the truth. 
 

In the Gospel of Luke, we read the pas-
sage as two disciples recount to the oth-
ers their experience with Jesus on the 
Road to Emmaus, the risen Christ ap-
pears to all of them, with a greeting of 
peace and shows them his wounded 
hands and feet then eating a piece of 
baked fish in their presence confirming 
that it was really him and not a ghost. 
St. Luke uses the sharing of a meal to 
reassure, unite, and empower the disci-
ples. Not long after the road to Emmaus, 
Jesus once again opens the eyes of his 
disciples to his identity and calms their 
fears by sharing food with them.  
 

The Eucharist that we share is indeed 
the ultimate comfort food. It unites us, 
ties us to our faith roots, and strength-

ens us for the future task of witnessing 
to Jesus’ message.  
 

Christ always finds a way to reassure us 
of the truth and reality of the Resurrec-
tion. As believers, we find that reassur-
ance in the sacramental and liturgical 
life of the church where the scriptures 
are proclaimed, and the spirit is at work. 
When the Lord rose from the dead, he 
physically returned to life in his glorified 
body. Jesus accompanied his Apostles, 
spoke with them, and ate with them. 
Jesus preached forgiveness in his life, 
crucifixion, and resurrection.  
 
As we continue celebrating this Easter 
season, let us acknowledge our failings 
and ask for mercy and forgiveness and 
continue to proclaim the Good News to 
all.  
 
Parish Share 2021 

The Annual Parish Share 2021 Campaign 
has begun, and our goal is $30,000. No 
funds collected via the program go to-
wards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, training our religious educa-
tors and evangelization, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and Bene-
fits Office for our parish and school em-
ployees, Property and Planning Office to 
assist with buildings and grounds issues 
and the Parish Services Office assists 
Pastors and Business Managers with the 
day-to-day operations of the parish. We 
are suggesting each family contribute 
$35.00 a month or more if they can, to 
help us reach our goal. 
 
Online Giving 

If you are unable to make it to Mass 
during the pandemic or travel during the 

winter or summer seasons, please con-
sider signing up for the easy Online Giv-
ing Program, Faith Direct! It is easy, safe, 
and it helps the parish with the weekly 
offertory and helps you to write less 
checks and save a stamp to mail in. To 
enroll, please see www.faithdirect.net. 
Our parish code is PA1097. Enrollment 
forms are available in church or at the 
parish office.  
 
 
Religious Education Committee 

We have formed a “Religious Education 
Committee” to evaluate and seek input 
from parents and families about possibly 
reestablishing a Sunday School Program 
(Religious Education Classes). Joelynn 
Parham, Julie Mondello, and Lisa Joy 
Finch sent out a survey and letter to the 
parishioners who may possibly be inter-
ested in restarting this very important 
program. We ask families to please com-
plete the survey so that we can start 
putting together a program, classroom 
space and teachers. 
 
Looking Ahead 

Finance Council will meet next Sunday, 
April 25 
Pastoral Council will meet Sunday,  
May 23 
 

At our upcoming meetings we will be 
discussing our future needs for more 
office and classroom space and reestab-
lishing a Religious Education program. 
 
Something to Think About… 
“Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask 
what makes you come alive and go” do 
it. Because what the world needs is peo-
ple who have come alive.”  

Howard Thurman 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Radio Program, with Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights elementary and 

secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning on KDKA- AM.  Fr. Tom’s next program is on April 25. 

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:    kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

    How do we respond when we get what we 
want? In the Book of the Acts of the Apostles, 
Peter talked about the resurrection of Jesus 
by reminding his audience that Jesus’ resur-
rection fulfilled the writings in the Hebrew 
Bible, which Christians call “the Old Testa-
ment.” Peter said that Jesus’ resurrection 
fulfilled the expectations of the Jewish com-
munity of faith. In a real sense, the Jewish 
community represented all of humanity. 
    Peter contrasted these predictions and 
expectations, actually, the very hopes of the 
Jewish people and all of humanity, against 
how the people responded once those hopes 
had been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. They re-
sponded much as we do today. Often we do 
not recognize Christ when he comes to us in 
people whom we find unattractive or incon-
venient or in situations that present us with a 
challenge. Our hopes are fulfilled in ways that 
we reject, just as Jesus was rejected 2,000 
years ago.  
    The fulfillment of the hopes of the people 
of faith, 2,000 years ago, came to them in the 
form of a wounded and abused body and a 
battered face, crowned with thorns. Rather 
than embracing the gift of life that God prom-
ised us, the people were repulsed and tried to 
destroy the bearer of life himself. He did not 
fit the image that they hoped for and imag-
ined, just like us today. 
    In speaking about the hopes of the faithful, 
Peter said that this hope was: “The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers … what […] had 
[been] announced beforehand through the 
mouth of all the prophets…” In other words, 
this hope was held by real people and record-
ed in real texts in real history. These hopes 
occurred and were fulfilled at a specific place 
and time. 
    Peter spoke about the people’s self-
defeating response to this hope, which was 
the light and life of the world, by saying: “You 
handed [him] over and denied [him] in Pi-
late’s presence when he had decided to re-
lease him. You denied the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked that a murderer [Barabbas] be 
released to you. The author of life [on the 

other hand,] you put to death…”   
    All too often we make an idol out of those 
who have the power to inflict suffering and 
death, like Barabbas, while turning aside from 
the “weakness” of Christ, who would force us 
to confront our vulnerability. 
    All too frequently, this is our response to 
God’s gifts, God’s love, and God’s mercy. We 
reject the circumstances which God offers as 
a gift, and we reject the people God puts into 
our lives. We find them “inconvenient.” We 
do not want to be present to them, or to 
listen and spend time with them. We try to 
deny circumstances that seem to interrupt 
our lives. We do not want to accompany, 
through life, those whom we dismiss as being 
“troublesome.” We may even try to destroy 
the gifts of these circumstances or people 
whom we see as being an inconvenience. 
    Fortunately, this is not the end of the story. 
As Peter pointed out when he continued his 
sermon to the people, one way or another 
God fulfills God’s purpose. It is when God’s 
plans appear to have been thwarted and 
finally defeated, that God surprises us in the 
most remarkable, unexpected, albeit unwel-
come ways. 
    Peter said: “God raised [Jesus] from the 
dead … God has […] brought to fulfillment 
what he had announced beforehand through 
the mouth of the prophets, that his Christ 
would suffer.” Suffering is something we do 
not want, and we also do not look forward to 
sharing in other people’s suffering, but the 
suffering that we experience, either in our-
selves or in solidarity with a stranger, strips 
away the false idol of security and enables us, 
perhaps for the first time, to encounter the 
living Christ. 
    In the end, nothing is wasted, not even our 
suffering, and death is not the end of our 
journey. We constantly find ourselves at new 
beginnings and at resurrection moments. Let 
us be vulnerable and open to the renewal and 
the insecurity that Easter promises. Let us 
allow ourselves to discover the truth that 
Peter spoke about 2,000 years ago: God ful-
fills his promises and his purposes, often 
through unwelcome persons and situations 
and through unexpected ways. 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Among the many challenges of the 
early Christians was that of being a 
witness. The post Resurrection ap-
pearances were few and so the dis-
ciples and other believers would 
gather together forming small Chris-
tian communities giving testimony 
to the Resurrection. With the spirit 
of the risen Lord, they boldly pro-
claimed their new faith. The Cross, 
however, was seen as a scandal by 
many. St. Paul would explain this 
later in many of his letters. As a re-
sult of this some of the early faithful 
would witness to the point of giving 
their life in spreading the faith. But 
the disciples moved from fear to 
faith, hope, trust, and discipleship. 
 

Many who became martyrs realized 
that proclaiming Easter faith 
brought them back to the reality of 
Good Friday. But this did not pre-
vent the spread of the faith. Since 
all of us are Easter people we must 
proclaim the faith. We do this every 
time we stand up for justice, decen-
cy, and care for others. Easter will 
not allow us to let fear rule our 
lives. Jesus always finds a way to 
reassure us in our weakest mo-
ments. 
 

When Jesus appeared with the disci-
ples, his proclamation was one of 
peace. But he alone knew the price 
of real peace. In showing his 
wounds he brought them back to 
the cross. Yes, we are an Easter peo-
ple, but we live in a Good Friday 
world. Each day we see how this 
relates in our own lives 


