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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

MAY 2, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

May 2  10:30 am 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Fr. David Taylor 

Helen Watson 
(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

May 9 10:30 am 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Living and Deceased Mothers  
of St. Benedict the Moor Parish 

2   MAY 2, 2021  ●  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Bulletin Announcements 
are due at 9 am on Monday for the next 
Sunday’s bulletin: craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org

Stewardship  April 25

Offertory PSP 
Special 

Collections 

$3,113.00 $550.00 $170.00 

blackfacts.com

May 2 In 1920, Rube Foster met with several other Negro baseball

team owners at the YMCA in Kansas 
City.  When the meeting concluded, Foster 
introduced the Negro National League by pro-
claiming, “We are the ship, all else the sea.” 

Foster said his goal for forming a Negro League 
was “to create a profession that would equal 
the earning capacity of any other profession… 

and do something concrete for the loyalty of the Race.”  Foster backed 
that up by paying his players a minimum salary of $175 a month – at a 
time when the average monthly salary in America was $103. 

Foster would work 15-hour days to keep the league running.  To ensure 
payrolls were met on time, Rube advanced loans to other owners out of 
his own pocket.  He also shifted players within the league to ensure equal 
competition between teams.  Foster wanted black players to be ready 
when integration finally came.  He routinely spoke to players, telling them 
to always play at the highest level of excellence. 

The first game of this new league was held on May 2, 1920, in Indiana.  It 
was between Foster’s team, the American Giants, and the Indianapolis 
ABCs.  The ABCs went on to win that game 4 to 2, though the Giants would 
eventually win that year’s championship. 

Soon, fans flocked to the ballparks and were treated to a fast-paced game 
filled with action and flamboyance.  Players like Satchel Paige electrified 
the crowds with their showmanship.  A tall, lanky right-hander, Paige 
often told the outfielders to sit down while he struck out the next 
batter.  And “Cool Papa” Bell would often try to steal two bases on one 
pitch. 

Another great was Josh Gibson.  Referred to as the “black Babe Ruth,” 
Gibson belted home runs that traveled more than 575 feet.  And Oscar 
Charleston, dubbed the “black Ty Cobb,” was always a threat to steal a 
base or run down a long fly ball.  This amazing talent made baseball the 
favorite pastime for black Americans. 

Online Giving Spring is in full

bloom – God’s glory is all around us! You 
can help St. Benedict the Moor Parish 
flourish by making the switch to eGiving.  

Recurring gifts help sustain our parish You 
will provide us with consistent support 
that helps us always be at the ready with 
programs, services, and ministries for our 
church families and for those in need 
throughout the community. 

To sign up at Faith Direct, for one time or 
recurring gifts, visit  faithdirect.net and 
use church code PA1097 or text “Enroll” 
to 412.356.9979. Enrollment forms are 
available at all our churches, parish office 
and on our website 

The Confraternity of Christian Mothers are ask-

ing that all the ladies of St. Benedict he Moor parish wear white and their 
Church Hat to Mass on Mother’s Day, May 9. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note 
 

We are all connected! 
 

Growing up in Carrick, I had a little grass 
cutting business on the side during the 
summer months while I was in high 
school.  I had seven customers and  I 
would cut their grass and trim their 
bushes. This business gave me responsi-
bility, communication skills and time 
management. One time, I cut a custom-
er’s vine a little shorter than she would 
have liked them to be. She at first was 
not happy with the way I cut them, and I 
told her it would grow back even strong-
er which it eventually did.  
 

This weekend we celebrate the Fifth 
Sunday of Easter. In the first reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles, we read 
how the early church throughout all of 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was at 
peace. Saul (Paul) began to proclaim 
that Jesus is Lord. In the second reading 
from First John, we read how those who 
keep his commandments remain in him. 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus reminds us 
that God the Father is the vine grower, 
Jesus is the vine, and we are the branch-
es. During the Easter Season, the read-
ings describe the Church as it takes root 
and grows and discovers its nature and 
mission. Without Christ, we can do 
nothing. Jesus is the source of life. Re-
main in him and keep his command-
ments.  
 

Our Lord Jesus is the true vine, and his 
father is the vine grower. Remain in Je-
sus and bear fruit in prayer for the 
needs of the world.  

As we all continue to be hopeful with 
getting vaccinated and continue to work 
together to see light at the end of the 
tunnel with the Coronavirus pandemic, 
let us continue to stay connected and 
walk this journey together. Jesus is the 
source of life. Remain with him and 
keep his commandments. 
 
St. Benedict the Moor Center 

I am pleased to report that the Diocese 
of Pittsburgh has approved the sale of 
the St. Benedict the Moor Center, 2900 
Bedford Avenue (the former St. Bene-
dict the Moor School, rectory (St. 
Charles Lwanga House) and convent to 
parishioner, Ayisha Morgan-Lee, and the 
Hill Dance Academy Theatre (HDAT). 
The Diocesan Legal Office and the Prop-
erty and Planning Offices are assisting us 
the real estate transaction. We are very 
pleased that HDAT which is such an im-
portant part of the Hill District Commu-
nity will take over the property very 
soon and will continue to operate in our 
community. We hope to close on the 
property in the next few weeks.  
  
Parish Share 2021 

The Annual Parish Share 2021 Campaign 
has begun, and our goal is $30,000. No 
funds collected via the program go to-
wards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, training our religious educa-
tors and evangelization, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and Bene-
fits Office for our parish and school em-
ployees, Property and Planning Office to 
assist with buildings and grounds issues 
and the Parish Services Office assists 
Pastors and Business Managers with the 
day-to-day operations of the parish. We 
are suggesting each family contribute 
$35.00 a month or more if they can, to 
help us reach our goal. 
 

Religious Education Committee 

We have formed a “Religious Education 
Committee” to evaluate and seek input 
from parents and families about possibly 
reestablishing a Sunday School Program 
(Religious Education Classes). Joelynn 
Parham, Julie Mondello, and Lisa Joy 
Finch sent out a survey and letter to the 
parishioners who may possibly be inter-
ested in restarting this very important 
program. We ask families to please com-
plete the survey so that we can start 
putting together a program, classroom 
space and teachers. 
 
Looking Ahead 

Ascension Thursday (Holy Day) - Thurs-
day, May 13 - Mass at 6:30pm.  
 

Pastoral Council will meet Sunday, May 23 
Finance Council will meet Sunday, June 13. 

 
Faith Direct 

We invite you to consider online giving 
and sign up for regular contributions or 
a one-time gift at Faith Direct: faithdi-
rect.net. Our parish code is PA1097. 
Enrollment forms are available in church 
or at the church office.  
 
Wedding Bells 

Congratulations to Valarie Marcellus 
and Stephen Burroughs who are cele-
brating their wedding this weekend! 
 
Something to Think About… 

If you give love, you will have love. 
 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Truth is something to be lived, not just something to be spoken 
about or to be argued. This is the message that we receive from this 
Sunday’s scripture readings. This message has profound implications 
for what it means to be a Christian disciple in the 21st century and 
for how we should evangelize the world. 
 
In the Acts of the Apostles, we read that the early disciples were 
afraid of Saul of Tarsus. They were afraid for good reason; Saul had a 
reputation for putting Christians to death. But amidst his murderous 
threats against the early Christian church, Saul encountered Christ 
and had a conversion of the heart. Barnabas, an apostle who was 
highly regarded by the community of faith, testified as to this con-
version on Saul’s behalf. What was Barnabas’ testimony? 
 

Barnabas told the disciples that Saul had “seen the Lord, Jesus,” that 
Jesus had spoken to him and that in Damascus, Saul had “spoken out 
boldly in the name of Jesus,” and that he had “moved about freely” 
among the disciples in Jerusalem, and that Saul had “debated with 
the Hellenists (Greek-speaking Jews) and that as a result, they tried 
to kill him. In other words, Barnabas’ testimony on Saul’s behalf 
pointed to Saul’s deeds as well as his words. 
 

The importance of words and deeds in Christian discipleship and 
evangelization is also made clear to us in the 1st letter of John to the 
early Church where he wrote: “let us love not in word or speech, but 
in deed and truth.” John explained that to “belong to the truth” 
means to keep God’s commandments and to do what is pleasing to 
God. But what does it mean to keep God’s commandments? John 
tells us that this means that we must demonstrate our belief in the 
name of Jesus Christ when we “love one another just as he com-
manded us.” Again, this is a matter of not just saying the right words, 
but of doing deeds that bring those words to life. 
 

Finally, Jesus himself makes this point in the Gospel when he says, 
“Remain in me as I remain in you … whoever remains in me will bear 
much fruit.” In other words, the indwelling of Christ within us is what 
empowers our lives to become spiritually fruitful. There are words 
and a belief, but there is also a physical manifestation of these words 
and beliefs in the fruitfulness of our actions. The word and the deed 
go together. Jesus said, “apart from me you can do nothing.” Let us, 
as 21st century disciples of Christ, testify to his resurrection not only 
by our words, but also and especially by our deeds as we, within our 
immediate families and as we go out into the world, live the truth of 
the Gospel. 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

When Covid 19 became a sad reality in our lives last year we all were 
presented with a serious dilemma as to the way we live and com-
municate with one another. Our many ways of living in community 
and sharing our lives became severely limited. For a long period of 
time, we could not, without serious health risk, join together in wor-
ship which has been an essential source of our relationship with God 
and one another. Families could not gather for important events of 
celebration and commemoration. But the spirit of our faith leads us 
to find new ways for mutual support. We are not used to isolation 
especially when it comes to facing our daily challenges in life. 
 

I am especially blessed as I come from a family that maintains regu-
lar communication and support with each other. We are spread all 
over the country, but we always are aware of our need for one an-
other. This is especially important for my brother and myself who 
share in priestly ministry. 
 

We should all take joy that we can remain as one even in the most 
difficult of times. Today’s Gospel gives us an image of how this can 
be lived out in our daily life with Christ and with one another. The 
root, branches and leaves are all interconnected and cannot survive 
alone and without support. The Christians in the early church knew 
this and so they gathered together in communities of faith for mutu-
al support. This kind of support would be needed in times of perse-
cution, suffering and death. They learned that no one can make it 
one their own and so they had to rely on each other. In order to be 
one in Christ we must also be one with each other. 
 

We must look at the world with eyes of faith. Regardless of who we 
are we need one another. As we hear each day of the many sad and 
senseless murders that take place, we can be tempted to give up on 
ourselves and others. We can never allow this to happen. These 
tragic events often happen when there is a lack of connection within 
our human community. We can all produce the fruit of love and 
respect which can help to eliminate the horrific tragedies. As Chris-
tians we must reevaluate our role and responsibility to and for the 
human community. When any community suffers, we all suffer. 
Hopefully, the pandemic has given us a wakeup call. There is no life 
without Christ, but we must do our part. We may be only one vine 
on the tree, but we help determine the life or death of the entire 
plant. If Covid19 has taught us this lesson, then our suffering has not 
been in vain. 
 

This week, l celebrate my 47th anniversary of ordination to the priest-
hood. It was May 4. 1974. It has been a time of many blessings. alt-
hough the challenges have been many the joy of serving others has 
never been lost. All of you have been a great blessing. l will always be 
grateful to my dear mom and dad as well as all my family for their 
steadfast support and encouragement. To God be the Glory. 
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR PARISH WANTS YOUR HELP!WANTS YOUR HELP!

Our weekly bulletin is entirely supported by the sponsors that appear on the back pages

Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

Help us reach and inform our parishioners with weekly communication efforts

Do you or someone you know have a great business in town that should be on the bulletin?
If so please contact Rick Cortez at 1-412-292-0132 or RCortez@Diocesan.com to reserve space on the new color bulletin

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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