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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
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Mass Intentions 

May 9 10:30 am 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Living and Deceased Mothers  
of St. Benedict the Moor Parish 

May 16 10:30 am 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Fr. Thomas Burke 

Elizabeth Patterson 
(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

2   MAY 9, 2021  ●  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Bulletin Announcements 
are due at 9 am on Monday for the next 
Sunday’s bulletin: craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org

Bulletins by Email See the 

Bulletins page of our website to sign up 
for e-Bulletins 

Radio Program, with Fr. Tom Burke as host, 

highlights elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth 
ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every other 
Sunday morning on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guests on May 9 are 
Clara You and Douglas Beachem from Providence Heights Alpha 
School in McCandless. 

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Stewardship  May 2

Offertory PSP 
Special 

Collections 

$3,018.00 $315.00 $942.00 

blackfacts.com

May 2 Sojourner Truth is an iconic figure who fought for women’s rights,

human rights, and made her mark in the history books by fighting against the 
injustices of slavery in the United States. On this day in 1867, Truth delivered a 
speech in New York that applauded the end of slavery yet also called for equal 
rights for women. 

Truth, born into slavery as Isabella Baumfree in 1797, became an early advo-
cate against the practice of slavery. Truth escaped bondage in 1826 with her 
infant child, awaiting the state’s emancipation in 1827. One of her earliest 
triumphs happened when her son, Peter, was just five years of age. 

Challenging that Peter was illegally sold in to slavery, Truth became one of the 
first Black women to challenge a White man in court and win. 
In 1867, the American Equal Rights Association was celebrating its first anni-
versary and Truth was one of the event’s keynote speakers. Although Truth 
wasn’t an eloquent speaker, her passion and plain-speaking speech was note-
worthy for its fearlessness and honesty. 

Here, a portion of her speech: 

Well, Sojourner has lived on through all the scenes that have taken place these 
40 years in the anti-slavery cause, and I have plead with all the force I had that 
the day might come that the colored people might own their soul and body. 

Well, the day has come, although it came through blood. It makes no differ-
ence how it came–it did come. (Applause.) I am sorry it came in that way. We 
are now trying for liberty that requires no blood — that women shall have 
their rights  — not rights from you. Give them what belongs to them; they ask 
it kindly too. (Laughter.) I ask it kindly. 

Now, I want it done very quick. It can be done in a few years. How good it 
would be. I would like to go up to the polls myself. (Laughter.) I own a little 
house in Battle Creek, Michigan. Well, every year I got a tax to pay. Taxes, you 
see, be taxes. Well, a road tax sounds large. Road tax, school tax, and all these 
things. 
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Pastor’s Note 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 
Mother’s Day is always a special day to 
honor all the women in our lives who 
hold a motherly role: Mothers, Grand-
mothers, Godmothers, Mother-in-Law’s 
and Aunt’s. It is a special day to say 
thank you for all they have done for us. I 
thank God every day for my mom, 
Marge, who after all these years still 
does so much for her three children, 
seven grandchildren, and one grand-
daughter. Thanks Mom, for giving me 
life, teaching me the faith, and encour-
aging and supporting me throughout 
fifty years of my life. Life...what a beau-
tiful choice! 
 
This weekend we celebrate the Sixth 
Sunday of Easter. All the readings focus 
on love. In the first reading from the 
Acts of the Apostles, we read how Peter 
encounters Cornelius, the first pagan to 
receive baptism. This shows that God’s 
salvation is offered to all. In the second 
reading from John, we are reminded to 
love another because love is love of 
God. God has shown his love for us by 
sending his Son into the world. In the 
Gospel of John, Jesus says “as the Father 
has loved me, so I also love you. Remain 
in my love. Love another.” To love is to 
know God. Where love is, God is. Be-
cause we are made in God’s image each 
of us has an infinite capacity for love.  
 

We live not just for ourselves, but for 
others, our parents, spouse, children, 
friends, and neighbors. We are all God’s 
children, so we are all sisters and broth-
ers, all worthy of our love. 

Looking Ahead 
Ascension Thursday (Holy Day) - Thurs-
day, May 13 - Mass at 6:30pm.  
 

Pastoral Council will meet Sunday,  
May 23. 
 

Finance Council will meet Sunday,  
June 13. 
 
St. Benedict the Moor Center 
The Diocese of Pittsburgh has approved 
the sale of “The Center” 2900 Bedford 
Avenue (the former St. Benedict the 
Moor School, rectory (St. Charles 
Lwanga House) and convent to parish-
ioner, Ayisha Morgan-Lee, and the Hill 
Dance Academy Theatre (HDAT). The 
Diocesan Legal Office and the Property 
and Planning Offices are assisting us 
with the real estate transaction. We 
hope to close on the property in the 
next few weeks.  
  
Parish Share 2021 
The Annual Parish Share 2021 Campaign 
has begun, and our goal is $30,000. No 
funds collected via the program go to-
wards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, training our religious educa-
tors and evangelization, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and Bene-
fits Office for our parish and school em-
ployees, Property and Planning Office to 
assist with buildings and grounds issues 
and the Parish Services Office assists 
Pastors and Business Managers with the 
day-to-day operations of the parish. We 
are suggesting each family contribute 
$35.00 a month or more if they can, to 
help us reach our goal. 
 
Religious Education Committee 
We have formed a “Religious Education 
Committee” to evaluate and seek input 
from parents and families about possibly 
reestablishing a Sunday School Program 
(Religious Education Classes). Joelynn 
Parham, Julie Mondello, and Lisa Joy 
Finch sent out a survey and letter to the 

parishioners who may possibly be inter-
ested in restarting this very important 
program. We ask families to please com-
plete the survey so that we can start 
putting together a program, classroom 
space and teachers. 
 
New Funeral Booklet  
I am pleased to report that we have de-
veloped an updated “Funeral Packet” 
for when families are planning a funeral 
for a loved one. The updated packet 
includes a planning sheet and reading 
selections and the suggested parish 
offerings. Special thanks to Terri Price 
and Melisa Viator for making this much 
needed updated project available to our 
parishioners.  
 
Baptism and Marriage Prep Mentors 
We are looking for parishioners to teach 
our Baptism Preparation class and men-
tor couples for our Pre-Marriage Clas-
ses. If you love teaching and would like 
to inquire about being a mentor, please 
call or e-mail me tburke@diopitt.org.  
Free training and materials will be pro-
vided. 
 
Faith Direct 
We invite you to consider online giving 
and sign up for regular contributions or 
a one-time gift at Faith Direct: faithdi-
rect.net. Our parish code is PA1097. 
Enrollment forms are available in church 
or at the church office.  
 
Congratulations  
Congratulations to Kaden Noah Schuab 
who is being baptized this weekend! 
 
Something to Think About… 

“Every Day is Mother’s Day!”   
Marge Burke 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

One of the most persistent questions the 
Church has had to face throughout her history 
has been this: What is at the core of  Christian 
identity? How do we know whether or not 
one is actually a Christian?  
 

One of the earliest formulations of Christian 
identity was that it was based on race, nation-
ality, ethnicity, and culture. The apostles, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, struggled to teach 
the early Church to unlearn this way of think-
ing. Unfortunately, the temptation to meas-
ure one’s Christianity by one’s ethnicity, na-
tionality, or race remains with us today. 
 

Many early followers of Christ believed that 
one had to be ethnically Jewish in order to be 
part of the Christian communion. Circumci-
sion and keeping kosher were non-negotiable 
markers of Jewish identity. Yet, during the 
first century, the apostles of Christ were in-
creasingly coming to the realization that men 
and women could be children of “the Jewish 
God” without, themselves, being Jewish.  
 

The thing that challenged the earlier narrow 
way of thinking was when the Holy Spirit was 
poured out upon the Christian assembly with-
out regard to nationality. The apostles rea-
soned that if circumcision or keeping dietary 
laws made one closer to God, then the Holy 
Spirit would only come to those who were 
circumcised and who kept a kosher diet.  
 

Luke, the inspired author of the Acts of the 
Apostles, described the surprise of many 
Jewish-Christians at this “pouring out” of the 
Holy Spirit to both Jews and the Gentiles in-
discriminately in the assembly. This indiscrim-
inate gift of the Spirit convinced the apostles 
that they would have to broaden their view 
about the nature of God. They would also 
have to broaden the view of Christian disci-
ples. At stake was this most important ques-
tion: can non-Jews be baptized into Christ? 
Peter put a fine point on this revelation when 
he said, “Can anyone withhold the water of 
baptizing these people who have received the 
Holy Spirit even as we have?” 
 

As if to sharpen this point, the Church turned 
to inspiration from the Psalms which pro-
claimed: “All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation by our God … The Lord has re-

vealed to the nations his saving power.” 
  

But if being born within a privileged group of 
“insiders” no longer secured a person’s status 
as a child of God then what did? As John 
pointed out in this week’s second reading, it 
is the interior condition of the heart, the will-
ingness to dwell within the love of Christ, that 
marks a person as being a Christian. This inte-
rior condition cannot help but to be ex-
pressed in the outward signs of the way one 
lives. 
 

John wrote: “…let us love one another, be-
cause love is of God; everyone who loves is 
begotten by God and knows God. Whoever is 
without love does not know God, for God is 
love.” John addressed his readers as 
“beloved,” emphasizing that they were, in 
fact, beloved of God and that this realization 
alone should empower them to love one 
another. John wrote: “... the love of God was 
revealed to us [when] God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might have life 
through him.” 
 

John also made it clear that God’s love for us 
is not a response that only comes after we 
first love God, rather, God loves us first, and 
our appreciation of God’s love grows deeper 
when we keep His commandments. John 
wrote: “In this is love: not that we have loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
expiation for our sins.” 
 

Jesus emphasized how our outward behavior 
should reflect the interior condition of our 
heart. In the Gospel According to St. John 
(14:23) Jesus said: “Whoever loves me will 
keep my word…” The sign that one is dwelling 
in Christ, according to Jesus, is that one keeps 
the commandments that Jesus has taught us. 
Jesus said: “As the Father loves me, so I also 
love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s command-
ments and remain in his love.” 
 

On this mother’s day, let us keep in mind that, 
much like our earthly mothers, God loves us 
even when we are not lovable. The love that 
we receive from God gives us the strength, 
confidence, and courage to love other people 
who may be difficult to love. And, God shows 
no partiality in terms of race, ethnicity, and 
nationality. Happy Mother’s Day. 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

The late Fr. Clarence Rivers, an African 
American priest of the Archdiocese of Cin-
cinnati, was a liturgist and music composer 
who made major contributions in Catholic 
liturgical life and music. He composed litur-
gical music inclusive of African American 
sacred song. One of his favorite renditions 
was "God is love and he who abides in love 
abides in God and God in him". This song 
was the centerpiece of many of his liturgical 
programs. A lot of our worship today is 
inspired by his music. He provided the litur-
gical music for my First Mass at St. Benedict 
the Moor church. 
 

The liturgical readings for this Sunday do 
reflect the reality that God is love and that 
our lives must reflect this as his people. As 
the Community of the early Christians grew, 
they realized that the boundless love of 
God required them to make a full commit-
ment to this love .Peter’s remark that God 
shows no partiality is a welcome statement 
for all who would make this Baptismal com-
mitment. Following Jesus assumes a full 
commitment to his teachings and way of 
life. Pope Francis often speaks of this way 
of life open to all. We must never be afraid 
of love and what it implies. We can speak, 
teach ,preach, and sing about love and still 
find ourselves not living the life. Fr. Rivers 
American Mass Program spoke of the ne-
cessity of being authentic in our worship 
and it touched the lives of many. The man-
date is clear that society will only change if 
we change. As the song goes "What the 
World Needs Now is Love." 
 

There is a lot of hurt, pain and suffering 
that continues to afflict the lives of so many 
of us. This is beyond the George Floyd deci-
sion. When we lose a loved one, regardless  
of the  circumstances,  the hurt and pain 
can endure for a lifetime. All of us have 
moral decisions that we must make each 
day. And what we say and do can have a 
powerful influence for either love or 
hate .Each day we pray for peace, but it will 
not work without justice. 
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR PARISH WANTS YOUR HELP!WANTS YOUR HELP!

Our weekly bulletin is entirely supported by the sponsors that appear on the back pages

Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

Help us reach and inform our parishioners with weekly communication efforts

Do you or someone you know have a great business in town that should be on the bulletin?
If so please contact Rick Cortez at 1-412-292-0132 or RCortez@Diocesan.com to reserve space on the new color bulletin

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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