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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

MAY 16, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

May 16 10:30 am 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 
 

Elizabeth Patterson+ 
(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

May 23 10:30 am 
Pentecost Sunday 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 
 

Jon Armes+ 
(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

2     MAY 16, 2021  ●  SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew  Thursdays at  

7 pm on Zoom.   
 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 
mhawkins@diopitt.org. 
 

To register :  see the Bible Study  page on 
our website. 

Bulletin Announcements 
are due at 9 am on Monday for the next 
Sunday’s bulletin: craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 

Bulletins by Email See the 

Bulletins page of our website to sign up 
for eBulletins 

Radio Program, with Fr. 

Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning on KDKA-AM.  
Fr. Tom’s guest on May 23 will be from Blessed Francis Seelos Academy 
in Wexford . 

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Stewardship  May 9 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,105.00 $730.00 $1,300 

blackfacts.com 

May 16 Asa Philip Randolph was born on April 15, 1889 in Crescent 

City, Florida, to a Methodist Minister. The Randolph family, strong supporters 
of equal rights for African Americans, moved to Jacksonville. Randolph attend-
ed the Cookman Institute, one of the first institutes to provide higher educa-
tion to black Americans, in Jackson. After graduation, Randolph settled in New 
York. During his time in the Harlem neighborhood, Randolph juggled jobs, 
while developing his rhetorical skills. The following year, 1912, saw Randolph 
make his first move into politics by co-founding an employment agency, Broth-
erhood of Labour, in order to assist black workers.  In 1913, Chandler Owen, 
joined Randolph in a venture called The Messenger, a magazine set out to 
increase political awareness concerning the black minority. In the magazine, 
the two men talked about an equal black to white ratio in the armed forces 
and also called for an increase in wages. During this period of the First World 
War, Randolph also made efforts to unionize the African American shipyard 
workers in Virginia and elevator operators in New York City. 
 

In 1925, Randolph founded the first successful black trade union, Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters. The union won its first major contract with the Pull-
man Company in 1937.  Being a one-man army, the black leader organized a 
March on Washington movement in 1941 and succeeded in pressuring Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt to put an end to the discrimination present in the 
industries. After the Fair Employment Practices Committee, Randolph brought 
another victory to his name by convincing President Harry S. Truman to ban 
segregation in the armed forces. Randolph was given the position of Vice Pres-
ident after the AFL and CIO merged, and was also the first President of the 
Negro American Labor Council from 1960 to 1966 which was founded to avoid 
discrimination within the joint venture. 
 

Due to his continuous efforts in gaining equal rights for the black community, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson endowed Randolph with the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom. This honor was followed by the A. Philip Randolph Institute which 
set out to study the causes of poverty. 
 

Asa Philip Randolph died on May 16, 1979 at the age of 90 and his ashes lie 
interred at his Institute in Washington D.C. 
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Pastor’s Note  
 

Pray that we may all be one! 

Every morning I arise at 4:45am and 
begin my day with prayer, the mass 
readings of the Office of Readings. After 
my prayer time I reflect on what is on 
my agenda for the day and I also pray 
for the parishioners and staff at St. Ben-
edict the Moor and St. Mary Magdalene 
Parishes. I pray that I may be a good 
priest and pastor and bless the people 
that I am entrusted to serve and for my 
family and friends. This weekend we 
celebrate the Seventh Sunday of Easter. 
The readings this weekend focus on 
prayer and unity.   
 

In the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles, Peter and the other disciples 
are waiting for the coming of the Spirit 
at Pentecost and they pray for a replace-
ment of Judas. Matthias is chosen after 
an election takes place. 
 

In the second reading from John, we are 
reminded that God loves us, so we must 
love another. Whoever acknowledges 
that Jesus is the Son of God, God re-
mains in him and he in God.  
 

In the Gospel of John, we read on the 
night before he was to be put to death, 
Jesus lifts his eyes to heaven and prays a 
solemn prayer at the Last Supper. This 
Gospel passage, found only in John, is 
often called the “priestly prayer.” Not 
only does he pray for himself, seeking 
the reassurance of the Father, he prays 
for his disciples whom he is leaving be-
hind to carry on his work. Let us pray for 
unity and peace in our parish, our 
homes, city, state, and nation.  
 

Looking Ahead 
 

St. Benedict the Moor Center 
The Diocese of Pittsburgh has approved 
the sale of “The Center” 2900 Bedford 
Avenue (the former St. Benedict the 
Moor School, rectory (St. Charles 
Lwanga House) and convent to parish-
ioner, Ayisha Morgan-Lee, and the Hill 
Dance Academy Theatre (HDAT). The 
Diocesan Legal Office and the Property 
and Planning Offices are assisting us the 
real estate transaction. We hope to 
close on the property in the next few 
weeks.  
 

Pastoral Council will meet next Sunday, 
May 23. 
Finance Council will meet Sunday,  
June 13. 
 
  
Parish Share 2021 

The Annual Parish Share 2021 Campaign 
has begun, and our goal is $30,000. No 
funds collected via the program go to-
wards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, training our religious educa-
tors and evangelization, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and Bene-
fits Office for our parish and school em-
ployees, Property and Planning Office to 
assist with buildings and grounds issues 
and the Parish Services Office assists 
Pastors and Business Managers with the 
day-to-day operations of the parish. We 
are suggesting each family contribute 
$35.00 a month or more if they can, to 
help us reach our goal. 
 
Religious Education Committee 

We have formed a “Religious Education 
Committee” to evaluate and seek input 
from parents and families about possibly 
reestablishing a Sunday School Program 
(Religious Education Classes). Joelynn 
Parham, Julie Mondello, and Lisa Joy 
Finch sent out a survey and letter to the 
parishioners who may possibly be inter-

ested in restarting this very important 
program. We ask families to please com-
plete the survey so that we can start 
putting together a program, classroom 
space and teachers. 
 
Baptism and Marriage Prep Mentors 

We are looking for parishioners to teach 
our Baptism Preparation class and men-
tor couples for our Pre-Marriage Clas-
ses. If you love teaching and would like 
to inquire about being a mentor, please 
call or e-mail me tburke@diopitt.org.  
Free training and materials will be pro-
vided. 
 
Faith Direct 
We invite you to consider online giving 
and sign up for regular contributions or a 
one-time gift at Faith Direct: faithdi-
rect.net. Our parish code is PA1097. 
Enrollment forms are available in church 
or at the church office.  

 
Happy Birthday to our bulletin editor 
and webmaster, Cathy Raffaele who is 
celebrating her birthday next Saturday, 
May 22. 

 
Something to Think About… 

Overlook the faults of others, 
but look over your own carefully. 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 
 

In the Gospel according to St. John we hear 
Jesus praying: “Holy Father, keep [my disci-
ples] in your name that you have given me, 
so that they may be one just as we are one.” 
On this Sunday before Pentecost, the 
Church turns her attention to the experi-
ence of “oneness” in Christ. This Sunday, we 
are reminded that our journey of faith is not 
something that we travel alone. Our journey 
is something that we experience as a com-
munity. To experience Christ, we need each 
other. 
 
Many groups have emerged within the 
Church to help Christians travel along that 
road in a community. For example, there are 
the Oblates of St. Benedict, who associate 
themselves with a Benedictine community 
to enrich their Christian way of life as they 
integrate a life of work and prayer to mani-
fest Christ’s presence in the world. 
 
There are the secular Franciscans, who com-
mit themselves to living the Gospel accord-
ing to Franciscan spirituality. They bring 
their special charisms into the secular world. 
There is also the Focolare Movement, which 
focuses on consolidation of unity in the 
Christian world and works toward universal 
sisterhood and brotherhood of all peoples, 
regardless of their religious beliefs. These 
and other movements and communities 
within the Catholic Church testify to the fact 
that our journey takes place in communion 
with others. 
 
Movements of the Catholic laity show how 
we can grow in love for one another. In the 
First Letter of St. John we hear: “No one has 
ever seen God. Yet, if we love one another, 
God remains in us, and his love is brought to 
perfection in us.” Life in communion is the 
curriculum toward perfection in love. This 
curriculum is not always easy, just as it is not 
always easy to love members of one’s family 
or to love one’s coworkers, but this is how 
the Holy Spirit works within us. The Holy 
Spirit works through our encounters with 

each other. 
 
We have, in our parishes of St. Benedict the 
Moor and St. Mary Magdalene, the Christian 
Mothers, faith-sharing groups, bible study 
groups, men’s groups, women’s groups, 
groups devoted to the Blessed Mother, the 
ladies auxiliary of the Knights of Peter Clav-
er, social service ministry, St. Vincent DePaul 
Society, groups devoted to spiritual enrich-
ment and social justice, and so much more. 
In other words, there are many opportuni-
ties in our parishes to encounter Christ in 
communio. This is the very essence of Chris-
tianity. 
 
One of the most important characteristics of 
the Holy Spirit is that we are better able to 
experience the presence of Christ in our 
lives. During the opening prayer this Sunday, 
priests will lead the congregation in praying 
for the Lord to “Graciously hear our suppli-
cations … so that we, who believe that the 
Savior of the human race is with you in your 
glory may experience, as he promised, until 
the end of the world, his abiding presence 
among us.” 
 
Notice the emphasis on the words 
“experience” and “abiding presence among 
us.” How does one experience this abiding 
presence in today’s world? Organizations 
among the laity have been established for 
precisely this purpose, to enable their mem-
bers to experience God in our midst more 
fully. These groups include Charismatic Re-
newal, Marriage Encounter, Cursillo, Teens 
Encounter Christ, and others. 
 
As we come to the end of the Easter Season 
and prepare to return to ordinary time, let 
us renew and deepen our faith by following 
Christ in Christian communities within our 
parishes; communities that can show us the 
face of God. Let our lives give testimony to 
the words of Jesus: “As you sent me into the 
world, so I sent them into the world. And I 
consecrate myself for them, so that they 
also may be consecrated in truth.” Amen. 

Fr. David Taylor 
 
 

“Faith of our Fathers” is a hymn I have 
often found inspiring. It was written as a 
Catholic hymn of heroism and faith in the 
face of adversity. It also speaks of patri-
otism. I have related it to the struggle of 
Africans in American and the faith to 
survive in the most difficult of circum-
stances. The song reminds me of the 
heroism of our ancestors and the deep 
and abiding faith inherited from them. 
 

We can never fully appreciate the 
achievements we have in life without 
recognizing the value of our heritage. 
Jesus made every effort to leave this leg-
acy to the disciples and the early Chris-
tians. He showed us that we can never be 
one with God without being one with 
each other. We cannot experience one 
without the other. Many have attempted 
this always ending in failure. His best 
example was his relationship with the 
Father. This love should guide our every 
action in life. Making ourselves one with 
our neighbor is a sure way of living in this 
world with its many crosses that we must 
bear each day. This enables us to also to 
remember those gone before us and the 
faith which helped them to overcome. 
 

In the liturgical year we are transitioning 
from the Easter Season to The Ascension 
and Pentecost. In leaving this world Jesus 
never abandons us but gives the lasting 
Spirit to lead and guide us each day. No 
one ever makes it all alone in this world. 
Every attempt will fail. The good news is 
that we never have to .The Early Church 
carried on the legacy of Jesus. We today 
benefit from this as we continue to 
spread the faith in every encounter with 
one another. 
 

In his priestly prayer Jesus prayed for and 
with his disciples. We join with our own 
words of faith so that we can remain in 
him as he is with us. 
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ST. BENEDICT THE MOOR PARISH WANTS YOUR HELP!WANTS YOUR HELP!

Our weekly bulletin is entirely supported by the sponsors that appear on the back pages

Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

Help us reach and inform our parishioners with weekly communication efforts

Do you or someone you know have a great business in town that should be on the bulletin?
If so please contact Rick Cortez at 1-412-292-0132 or RCortez@Diocesan.com to reserve space on the new color bulletin

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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