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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

MAY 23, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

May 23 10:30 am 
Pentecost Sunday 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 
 

Jon Armes+ 
(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

May 30 10:30 am 
The Solemnity of the Holy Trinity 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Sarah Dunson 
(Marilyn Dunson) 

2     MAY 23, 2021  ●  PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

This week  

the Sanctuary Candle 

 is lit in Honor of 

Moses &Janice  

Simmons 

Wedding Anniversary 

Bulletin Announcements  
Due Date Change Announcements 

due at 4 pm on Friday for the following Sun-
day’s bulletin: craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 

Stewardship  May 16 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,816.00 $215.00 $400.00 

blackfacts.com 

May 23, 1857 Frances Ellen Watkins was born of free parents 

in Baltimore in 1825. After teaching in New York and Pennsylvania Watkins 
became a full-time abolitionist speaker for the Maine Anti-Slavery Society. 
By the 1850s she was one of the most noted speakers on that subject as 
well as a highly acclaimed novelist and poet. In the address below she elo-
quently calls for the abolition of slavery in the United States.  
 

Excerpts from the speech “Liberty For Slaves”  

 

“But I will not dwell on the dark side of the picture. God is on the side of 
freedom; and any cause that has God on its side, I care not how much it 
may be trampled upon, how much it may be trailed in the dust, is sure to 
triumph. The message of Jesus Christ is on the side of freedom, “I come to 
preach deliverance to the captives, the opening of the prison doors to 
them that are bound.” The truest and noblest hearts in the land are on the 
side of freedom. They may be hissed at by slavery’s minions, their names 
cast out as evil, their characters branded with fanaticism, but O, “to side 
with Truth is noble when we share her humble crust Ere the cause bring 
fame and profit and it’s prosperous to be just.” 
 

May I not, in conclusion, ask every honest, noble heart, every seeker after 
truth and justice, if they will not also be on the side of freedom. Will you 
not resolve that you will abate neither heart nor hope till you hear the 
death-knell of human bondage sounded, and over the black ocean of slav-
ery shall be heard a song, more exulting than the song of Miriam when it 
floated o’er Egypt’s dark sea, the requiem of Egypt’s ruined hosts and the 
anthem of the deliverance of Israel’s captive people” 
 

For the full speech: https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-
history/1857-frances-ellen-watkins-liberty-slaves/ 

New Bulletin Editor Jennifer 

Whitley of St. Benedict the Moor Parish is 
the new Bulletin Editor.  Jennifer’s first 
bulletin will be on June 6. 
 

Many thanks to Jennifer for volunteering 
her time and talent to our parish. 

Congratulations  
to Fr. Thomas Burke on the 20th Anniversary  

of his Ordination to the Priesthood 

May 26, 2001 
 

We thank him for his service  

and ask God to bless him always. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 

Peace Be With You! 
 

After a year with many restrictions of 
social distancing and wearing masks 
during the Covid-19 pandemic the CDC 
has issued lifting the mask mandate to 
those who are fully vaccinated, and 
Bishop Zubik has issued a statement 
that the churches are now open to full 
seating capacity.  
 

Today we conclude the Easter Season by 
celebrating Pentecost, the Birthday of 
the Church. Fifty days ago, we celebrat-
ed Easter. The Holy Spirit empowered 
the Apostles in the Upper Room to 
speak in various languages. They were 
changed forever. In the first reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles we read 
how the Apostles receive the Gift of the 
Holy Spirit in the Upper Room. In the 
second reading from Paul to the Gala-
tians, Paul encourages the Galatian com-
munity to live by the spirit.  
 

In the Gospel of John, we read the Last 
Supper Discourse that Jesus promises 
his disciples he will send the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit. In the Acts of the Apos-
tles and Gospel of St. John, the disciples 
of Jesus are commissioned to bear wit-
ness to the Good News, in their preach-
ing, healing, and teaching. Pentecost 
teaches that the fruit of the Spirit is fi-
nally the result of the Spirit’s cultivation 
of the soil of our hearts. The spirit calls 
us to dialogue, to listen, in spirit and in 

truth. The Christians job is to bear fruit: 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gen-
erosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self
-control.  
 

We may come from different families, 
different neighborhoods, different cul-
tures, but the Holy Spirit draws us to-
gether. As the Spirit sanctifies the 
church, may he sanctify each one of us, 
and guide us in our lives of discipleship. 
God gives the same Spirit that filled Pe-
ter and the Apostles to everyone who 
asks. 
 
Congratulations  
Congratulations to Abisola Talabi who is 
receiving her First Holy Communion this 
weekend, Kamya Cousar-Franklin who 
is receiving her First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation, and Ninoshka Mary 
Apointe who is receiving Confirmation.  
 
20th Anniversary of Priesthood 
This coming Wednesday I will celebrate 
my 20th Anniversary of Priesthood. On 
May 26, 2001, I made a commitment to 
God, my family, and my church. I was 
ordained to the Priesthood with five of 
my classmates: Fr. Tony Gargotta, Fr. 
Terry O’ Connor, Fr. Michael Stumpf, Fr. 
Bob Vular, and Fr. Clint Zadroga. I love 
being a priest and I love being your Pas-
tor here at St. Benedict the Moor Parish 
A lot has changed in the past twenty 
years, but I continue and learn and grow 
in priesthood every day. Let us pray that 
more men and woman may answer the 
Lords call to serve the church and live 
out their vocation. 
  
Parish Share 2021 
The Annual Parish Share 2021 Campaign 
has begun, and our goal is $30,000. No 
funds collected via the program go to-
wards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, training our religious educa-

tors and evangelization, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and Bene-
fits Office for our parish and school em-
ployees, Property and Planning Office to 
assist with buildings and grounds issues 
and the Parish Services Office assists 
Pastors and Business Managers with the 
day-to-day operations of the parish. We 
are suggesting each family contribute 
$35.00 a month or more if they can, to 
help us reach our goal. 
 
Baptism and Marriage Prep Mentors 
We are looking for parishioners to teach 
our Baptism Preparation class and men-
tor couples for our Pre- Marriage Clas-
ses. If you love teaching and would like 
to inquire about being a Mentor, please 
call or e-mail me tburke@diopitt.org.  
Free training and materials will be pro-
vided. 
 
Looking Ahead 
Pastoral Council will meet today, Sun-
day, May 23. 
Finance Council will meet Sunday,  
June 13. 
 
Welcome Jennifer Whitley 

I am pleased to announce that Jennifer 
Whitley will become the new bulletin 
editor/website manager for St. Benedict 
the Moor Parish effective June 6. Special 
thanks to Cathy Raffaele for being the 
Interim bulletin editor and website man-
ager for the start up period.  
 
Something to Think About… 

Be who God meant you to be  
and you will set the world on fire.  

St. Catherine of Siena 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 
 

When the pandemic first hit the world 
hard, in late winter and early spring last 
year, many of us thought that one of two 
things might happen: We thought that the 
pandemic might bring out the best in peo-
ple, as we all learn how interconnected 
we are and how much we depend on one 
another for survival. On the other hand, 
we thought that the pandemic would 
heighten our awareness of how divided 
we are in our politics and in our access 
and the distribution of the world’s re-
sources. It turns out that the pandemic 
has made us aware of both of these 
things. 
 

During the crisis in the US, the poor and 
low-wage workers and their children were 
hit the hardest. Children who live in low-
income households have lost ground, 
emotionally and academically, and they 
are unlikely to recover the ground they 
have lost in their lifetime. Their parents, 
unable to work from home, could not 
spend time with them and their parents 
were also daily exposed to increased 
health risks that people with higher-
paying jobs could avoid.  
 

Soon after the fear of this microscopic 
virus was lifted, we saw a resurgence of 
mass shootings, violent street crime, and 
questionable murders of unarmed civilians 
by authorities. 
 

In a similar way, in Israel where the gov-
ernment chose not to vaccinate Palestini-
ans in the occupied territories of Gaza and 
the West Bank, except for those who work 
in the state of Israel or in  Jewish settle-
ments, fear of resurgent violence has re-
placed fear of the Coronavirus.  
 

This violence includes both Jewish and 
Palestinian mobs dragging people from 
their cars and brutally beating them, and 
vandalizing homes and businesses along 
with increased violence by the authorities 
against the people in the occupied territo-
ries. Last Sunday, the Wall Street Journal 
described the divisions and violence as 

“tearing at Israel’s social fabric just as it 
teeters on the brink of a potential war.” 
 

Were our hopes that the pandemic would 
show the world how interdependent we 
are and that each must look to the benefit 
of the other if we are to survive in vain? 
 

As the Church recalls the day of Pentecost, 
we believe that hope for unity in the Holy 
Spirit will not go unfulfilled. When we, as 
the Body of Christ, allow ourselves to be 
animated by the Holy Spirit, we can see a 
vision of the future for all humanity. In the 
First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
we read: 
 

“As a body is one though it has many 
parts, and all the parts of the body, 
though many, are one body, so also Christ. 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves 
or free persons, and we are all given to 
drink of One Spirit.” 
 

While creating opportunities for selfless 
and heroic deeds on the part of many 
Christians and non-Christians, the global 
pandemic has not healed the fragmenta-
tion of the human family. All too often, we 
give into the temptation to embrace ex-
clusive tribalism where we see the 
stranger as “not one of us.” 
 

We still struggle under the effects of the 
sin that divides us. The pandemic has 
brought out the best in us, but it has not 
blotted out the worst. In many ways it has 
heightened and intensified the brutal side 
of our humanity. And yet, God calls us to 
hope in renewal of Christ.  
 

The Gospel according to Saint John tells us 
that when Jesus came and stood in the 
midst of his disciples, after he was resur-
rected from the dead, he offered them 
peace, but he also showed them his 
wounds. He breathed on them and said 
“Receive the Holy Spirit,” and then he sent 
them out to heal a physically and spiritual-
ly wounded world. We must do the same. 
into the world. And I consecrate myself for 
them, so that they also may be consecrat-
ed in truth.” Amen. 

Fr. David Taylor 
 
 

While attending seminary in prepara-
tion for the priesthood, I had the op-
portunity to learn of the formation 
programs of several religious orders. It 
was especially informative to learn of 
the different charisms of each group. 
The priests and religious who served on 
the faculty would often speak of the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in their mis-
sionary efforts throughout the world. 
This was the guiding influence in all of 
their prayer and mission efforts. I also 
learned from religious order priests 
who served with me in the parish. Fr. 
Simon Labon, a Spiritan priest, would 
often speak of his work both in this 
country and his native Kenya. 
 
Today we celebrate the power of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of the early Chris-
tians and how this same spirit gives us 
the ability to spread the 'good news' to 
all we meet. The Holy Spirit empowers 
us to do Gods work even in the most 
difficult circumstances. The first reading 
from Genesis in the Vigil Mass shows us 
the failure of relying on self alone. The 
builder is God, and we are his helpers. 
In the post resurrection story from John 
Jesus gives the power of the Holy Spirit 
to his disciples empowering them to 
overcome the many challenges they 
would face in their ministry. Pentecost 
gave rise to a new community. This 
community could bring about a sense of 
unity so essential to the growth and 
endurance of the Church. 
 
Each day can be a new Pentecost for all 
of us. Since the mission of the Church is 
to preach the gospel to all people, we 
must rely on the spirit to show us the 
way. Yes, we are a Pentecost people. It 
is the gift that keeps on giving and it 
only works when we pass it on to oth-
ers. 
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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