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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
 

JUNE 6, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

June 6 10:30 am 
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Blessed Frederic Ozanam 
(Mother Teresa Conference, St. Vincent DePaul) 

June  13  10:30 am 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 
 

St. Benedict the Moor 

(Mother Teresa Conference, St. Vincent DePaul) 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Bulletin Announcements  
Due Date Change Announcements 

due at 4 pm on Friday for the following Sun-
day’s bulletin: office@sbtmparishpgh.com 

Stewardship  May 30 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,304.00 $165.00 $270.00 

June 6 blackfacts.com 
• Joseph Lawson Howze was installed as Bishop of the Roman  

        Catholic diocese of Biloxi Mississippi on June 6, 1977.  

• On June 6, 1831, the Second National Black convention met in  

        Philadelphia. There were fifteen delegates from five states.  

“Panis Angelicus” 
By St. Thomas Aquinas 

 

“Panis angelicus 
Fit panis hominum 
Dat panis coelicus 
Figuris terminum 

O res mirabilis 
Manducat dominum 

Pauper, pauper 
Servus et humilis” 

 
“The angel's bread becomes the bread of men  

The heavenly bread ends all symbols  
Oh, miraculous thing! The body of the Lord will nourish  

The poor, poor, and humble servant  
The poor, poor, and humble servant” 

Radio Program, 

with Fr. Tom Burke as 
host, highlights 

elementary and secondary schools; colleges; 
youth ministry programs; and more, and is 
broadcast every other Sunday morning on KDKA-
AM.  Fr. Tom’s next episode will be on June 6th . 

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-

education-plus 

Mission Cooperation June 6th 
 
This weekend is Missionary Cooperation Sunday. We remember 
through our baptism that we are all called to be missionaries and 
share the love of Christ. Whether it be through how we live our daily 
lives as Christians or reach out a helping hand to the less fortunate. 
And one does not have to travel to faraway lands to fulfill this  
vocation.   
 
Today’s second collection will be for the Diocese of Muranga in  
Kenya and through these funds, you can remotely help them feed 
and educate orphans, provide medical supplies for those suffering 
from HIV and assist in for formation of seminarians. Donations to this  
collection can be mailed to our parish office throughout the week.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 

Come to the Feast! 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ tra-
ditionally known as “Corpus Christi.” As 
Catholics, the Eucharist is the center of 
our faith. Every time we gather for Mass 
(which means Thanksgiving) we  
celebrate a feast, and we are nourished 
with Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist. In Jesus, and in giving 
of his body and blood, God offers us the 
way to become one with him and know 
his love completely.  
 
In the first reading from Exodus, we 
read how the covenant with Israel is 
established with Moses using the blood 
of young bulls to seal the covenant be-
tween God and the Israelites. In the Sec-
ond Reading to the Hebrews, the author 
explains that Christ is the high priest, 
and the new mediator of the covenant. 
In the Gospel of Mark, this passage  
describes the preparation, and the  
celebration of the Passover meal Jesus 
ate with his disciples the night before he 
died. Jesus blesses the bread and wine 
at the Passover and instructs his  
disciples to receive them, as his body 
and blood of the new covenant.  

 
Blood is life, the people of ancient Israel 
used blood in rituals to sanctify altars, 
consecrate priests, and seal covenants 
between God and people. To drink his 
blood is to sprinkle it on one’s heart, just 
as Moses dashed blood on the people as 

a sign of their relationship with God. We 
remember the Last Supper at every  
liturgy during the Eucharistic Prayer. 
When we remember the Last Supper, 
Jesus selfless act of love becomes  
present to us once again so that we can 
be transformed.  
 
We Are Open 

In following the Guidelines from the 
CDC, the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia, and Diocese of Pittsburgh, we are 
now open to full capacity for mass. New 
signs have been put up indicating that 
those who are fully vaccinated may 
attend Mass without wearing a mask. 
Those not fully vaccinated or those fully 
vaccinated who feel more comfortable 
seated around others who are wearing 
masks, reserved sections are available 
while attending Mass.  
 
This weekend we implement passing the 
collection basket around and bringing 
up the offertory gifts.  
 
Those who are not comfortable yet to 
return to mass can continue to mail in 
their weekly envelope or participate in 
our online giving program.  
 
Thank you for your patience and flexibil-
ity during this transition time. Everyone 
has different views for mask wearing 
and vaccination. Special thanks to our 
parish staff and volunteers for all their 
hard work preparing for the reopening.  
 
Bishop Zubik has dispensed every one of 
the Sunday obligation until further  
notice so those who are at risk or with 
health issues still can refrain from  
coming to Mass. Those who are unable 
to attend Mass physically are welcome 
to view the Mass on Facebook and 
YouTube.  
 
Mission Appeal 

This weekend our Second Collection is 
for the Annual Diocesan Mission Co-op 
Appeal. This year we have been as-
signed to assist the Diocese of Muranga 
in Kenya (East Africa). Please be as  

generous as possible.  
 

Parish Share 2021 

The Annual Parish Share 2021 Campaign 
has begun, and our goal is $30,000. No 
funds collected via the program go to-
wards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and nurs-
ing homes, training our religious educa-
tors and evangelization, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and Bene-
fits Office for our parish and school em-
ployees, Property and Planning Office to 
assist with buildings and grounds issues 
and the Parish Services Office assists 
Pastors and Business Managers with the 
day-to-day operations of the parish. We 
are suggesting each family contribute 
$35.00 a month or more if they can, to 
help us reach our goal. 
 
Looking Ahead 

Pastoral and Finance Council will meet 
next Sunday, June 13. 
 
Welcome Jennifer Whitley 

This weekend, we welcome Jennifer 
Whitley to our staff as the new bulletin 
editor/website manager for St. Benedict 
the Moor Parish. Special thanks to Cathy 
Raffaele for being the Interim Bulletin 
Editor and Website Manager this past 
year. 
 
Something to Think About... 

One of the most important pieces of 
furniture for the home is the family 
altar.  
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. David Taylor 
 
One of the greatest needs that we all expe-
rience is that of companionship. Some ex-
perience a sense of being alone as a way of 
life. Companionship is often referred to as a 
time of breaking bread together. When 
people invite us to their homes it is often to 
share a meal. But often it is friendship, hos-
pitality, and care that enrich our lives the 
most. 
 
The Eucharist is the most life changing meal 
we could ever hope for. And we do not 
need a special invitation. The one who in-
vites, Jesus, issues an open invitation and 
he only asks that we come prepared. We 
need to carry his love and concern to all 
about us. To be in communion with God we 
must be in communion with one another. 
The Eucharist has to be life changing and 
life affirmative. 
 
This weekend we have a prayer service at 
the former Corpus Christi church in Lincoln- 
Lemington. It was a vital part of the minis-
try at St. Charles Lwanga parish. We had to 
close the church before there was oppor-
tunity to have a closing ceremony. Many of 
our ministries were hosted in the church, 
and we have many cherished memories of 
worshiping there. This will always be a part 
of the legacy of St. Mary Magdalene parish. 
The building now serves as part of the AJA-
PO ministry, which serves Immigrants and 
Refugees building families and communities 
of hope. This ministry was started at St. 
Benedict the Moor church. The work of the 
Lord carries on. 
 
June third was the feast of St Charles 
Lwanga and companions. I remember so 
well when the East End parishes were given 
this new name. The Ugandan martyrs are 
well remembered for their faithfulness in 
the most difficult of circumstances. We are 

happy to celebrate their feast day. 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 
When the priest elevates the Eucharist and 
proclaims,  “Behold the Lamb of God, behold 
him who takes away the sins of the world,” 
The priest holds in his hand, above the chalice 
of the precious blood of Christ, two broken 
fragments of a host that was once whole. This 
reflects the reality that as individuals and as a 
community, we are broken and that the body 
of Jesus is broken open. His blood gushes out 
from his side so that one day we will be whole 
again. Rather than being repulsed by this im-
age, we accept it, we embrace it, we draw 
near to the altar and enter into the reality of 
this sacrifice. 
 

As human beings, we are broken. This is clear 
from our many imperfections. No one is more 
aware of the brokenness of our humanity than 
Christ himself. Our brokenness did not repulse 
Christ, it did not lead him to say that he did 
not want to have anything to do with us, nor 
should the brokenness of our humanity lead 
us to separate ourselves from each other. 
Jesus saw in our brokenness our needs, but he 
also saw an opportunity to give God the glory. 
The apostle Paul wrote that the Lord said to 
him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power 
is made perfect in weakness… (2 Corinthians 
12:9).” 
 

How is power made perfect in weakness? 
When we acknowledge our weakness and the 
fragmentation of our lives, like the broken 
Body of Christ suspended above the chalice, 
we become free of the illusion that we are 
sufficient unto ourselves. We no longer des-
pise ourselves and our neighbors just because 
of our imperfections. We no longer think that 
because of these imperfections, we are not 
lovable and that we are unworthy to be in the 
presence of God. God’s love is not based on 
merit, but on God’s grace. We do not earn 
God’s love; it is freely given. Because God’s 
love is freely given, we can be free to admit 
our shortcomings, rather than trying to deny 
and conceal them in the vain attempt to con-
vince others that we are perfect. God is not 
fooled by our denials, and neither are our 
neighbors. 
 

With a profound sense of humility and au-
thenticity, we can admit that, as is true of all 
humanity, we are broken. In our brokenness 

we hurt the people around us. The healing 
that we receive from the rite of reconciliation 
and the Eucharistic meal is healing that we are 
powerless to administer to ourselves. There is 
nothing to fear in confessing our brokenness 
before God, men and women. To confess this 
brokenness is the most profound act of hones-
ty, courage, and truth. It entails the kind of 
humility that is necessary for us to fruitfully 
dwell in the presence of the Lord.  
 

To be broken is not necessarily to be defeat-
ed. There is a big difference between being 
“broken down” and being “broken open.” 
When we enter into the fragmentation and 
brokenness of the Eucharist, we are torn open 
so that we may be emptied of the pettiness, 
self-obsessions, and egoism that separate us 
from each other and from God. We break 
open the barriers that prevent us from loving 
in an authentic way, which always entails a 
pouring out of ourselves as we transcend our 
self-absorption. 
 

The two fragments of the broken Eucharist, 
which the priest suspends over the chalice of 
the Blood of Christ, signify a temporary sepa-
ration, not an eternal one. They signify a frag-
mentation within our humanity, both as indi-
viduals and as a society, that will eventually be 
restored to wholeness, but not immediately.  
 

When we encounter Christ in the broken piec-
es of the Eucharist, we realize that even with-
in the fragments, the whole of the body is 
there. This is why, in the sequence before the 
Gospel this Sunday we will sing: 
 

Blood is poured and flesh is broken, 
yet in either wondrous token Christ 
entire we know to be. Whoso of this 
food partakes, does not rend the 
Lord nor breaks; Christ is whole to 
all that taste … When the sacrament 
is broken, doubt not, but believe ’tis 
spoken, that each sever’d outward 
token doth the very whole contain. 

 

We await the restoration of our wholeness as 
a community and as individuals. In the mean-
time, we must live within the brokenness of 
our humanity and not allow this brokenness 
to cause us to focus so much on the imperfec-
tions of our neighbors and ourselves that we 
are unable to see the beauty that is there. 
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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