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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
 

JUNE 27, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

June 27 10:30 am 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins  
Sisters Dorothy Durant, Ruth Gee, 
and Linda Dunson 
(Marilyn Dunson) 

July 4 10:30 am 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. David Taylor 

The Matthew Family
(Marilyn Dunson)
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship  June 20

Offertory PSP 
Special 

Collections 

$4,991.25 $115.00 $215.00 

SBTM Sunday School is In Need of Your Help 
Restarting our program from scratch takes time, talent,  

and treasure. Right now we need YOUR TREASURE to assist with the cost 
of program materials including books, craft supplies, music, and retreats. 

We are asking YOU to sponsor a SBTM child. 
_______ $50 for one child 

 $_________ whatever you can afford. 

Thank you for your generosity! For More Information  

Please See LisaJoy Finch, Joelynn Parham, or Julie Mondello 

Congratulations to  

Fr. Matthew Hawkins on the  

1st Anniversary of His Ordination to 

the Priesthood.  

June 27, 2020 

We Thank Him For His Service and 

Ask God to Bless Him Always 

Black Facts—June 27 

Quvenzhané Wallis is a child actress, model and singer. She was born on August 
28, 2003 to a teacher named Qulyndreia, and a truck driver named Venjie Wallis, 
Sr. Her unique name reflects a combination of her parents’ names and the word 
“zhané” is Swalihi for fairy. Wallis auditioned for her first acting job at the age of 
5, although her parents lied about her age to make her eligible for the part as 
the minimum age specified for the role was 6 years.  

She was selected out of 4000 other candidates to play the part of “Hushpuppy” 
in the film “Beasts of the Southern Wild”. In January 2013, at the age of 9, she 
was nominated for the Best Actress Oscar, making her the youngest actress in 
history to receive a nomination in this category. She is the first African American 
child actress to have received an Oscar nomination.  

Weekend Retreat for  
Post-Abortion Healing 

Rachel’s Vineyard, a weekend retreat  
designed to address the emotional and 

spiritual wounds of abortion, will be held 
August 13-15, 2021 at The Ark and the 

Dove. The retreat begins at 1PM on Friday. 
In a confidential and supportive  

atmosphere, the Rachel’s Vineyard team 
demonstrates God’s love, mercy, and  

forgiveness to women and men 
struggling in the aftermath of abortion.  
To register or for more information, call 

Toni Jester 412-352-5348, or email 
toniafj1@comcast.net  

You can also visit our website 
www.rvofpgh.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 

Do Not Have Fear, Have Faith! 

We all know that we must go through 
the cycle of life: the beginning, middle 
and end. I often go through old family 
pictures and funeral prayer cards  
remembering all the family and friends 
that have gone home with the Lord. I try 
to wake up each day and live each day 
to the fullest and appreciate the people 
in my life.  This weekend’s readings  
remind us to not have fear, but have 
faith. 
 
In the first reading from the Book of 
Wisdom, we are reminded that God did 
not make death or illness. In the Second 
Reading from Paul to the Corinthians, 
Paul urges us to create a balance  
between our abundance and the needs 
of others and encourages the Church at 
Corinth to be generous in their giving. 
With the knowledge that our God loves 
us unconditionally and generously, we 
can, in turn, model generosity of love 
and service to others with the grace 
given to us at our baptism. 
 
In the Gospel of Mark, we read two 
healings, the healing of Jairus’ daughter 
and a woman suffering from a  
hemorrhage. Death is not something 
that God created for us, rather, death is 
something that entered creation 
through sin. In Christ, death is not a final 
blow to each person’s existence, and, in 
Christ we do not fear death. In Christ, 
we find the life that God has restored to 
his people.  
 

In faith, the woman was not afraid to 
approach Jesus, the man, Jairus, hum-
bled himself before Jesus and confessed 
his need. We need to recognize Jesus’ 
words, hope, and promise for our life. 
Jesus not only demonstrated great  
power over death, but also showed 
great compassion. May we always  
revere the sanctity and sacredness of 
life from the womb to the tomb.  
 
This weekend at St. Paul Cathedral,  
Bishop David Zubik will ordain Joseph S. 
Uzar Jr. to the priesthood. Joe is from 
the newly merged St. Raphael the  
Archangel Parish serving Carnegie/
Green Tree/Scott Township. 
 
Happy First Anniversary to our Parochial 
Vicar, Fr. Matthew Hawkins. He was 
ordained one year ago, June 27, 2020, at 
St. Paul Cathedral by Bishop David  
Zubik.  
 
Please note that our parish office will be 
closed this Friday, July 2 at Noon and 
will reopen on Tuesday, July 6 at 9:30am 
in observance of Independence Day.  
 

Parish Improvements 

With the heavy rain and wind that fell 
upon the Pittsburgh area last week, 
many trees and branches fell along 
Webster Avenue in front of the St.  
Benedict the Moor Center, Convent and 
Lwanga House. Special thanks to our 
Maintenance Staff: Ray Krivanek,  
Marcus Smith along with help from the 
St. Mary Magdalene Staff: Paul and 
Matthew Denk, and Michael Natalia to 
clean up the property. 
 
John Buch Electric will be repairing the 
doorbell at the Parish Rectory Office the 
next few weeks. It has been out of  
service the past several months.  
 
We have updated our Verizon phone 
system disconnecting several unused 
lines which will reduce the cost of our 
phone bill.  
 
 

Congratulations Class of 2021! 

This weekend at the 10:30am mass we 
are honoring the Graduates of the Class 
of 2021. 
 
We Are Open! 

We are now open to full capacity for 
mass. New signs have been put up indi-
cating that those who are fully vaccinat-
ed may attend Mass without wearing a 
mask. Those not fully vaccinated or 
those fully vaccinated who feel more 
comfortable seated around others who 
are wearing masks, reserved sections 
are available while attending Mass. 
Those who are not comfortable yet to 
return to mass can continue to mail in 
their weekly envelope or participate in 
our online giving program.  
 
Bishop Zubik has dispensed every one of 
the Sunday obligation until further  
notice so those who are at risk or with 
health issues still can refrain from com-
ing to Mass. Those who are unable to 
attend Mass physically are welcome to 
view the Mass Livestream. 
 
St. Benedict the Moor Center 

As we continue to prepare to transfer 
ownership of the former St. Benedict 
the Moor School, Rectory and Convent 
property on Bedford Avenue, Hunt  
Studios will be removing several  
religious stained-glass windows in the 
next few weeks. Several parish and 
school signs have already been  
removed. 
 
Something to Think About... 

“O God, we ask of thee to give us the 
courage to be ever faithful.” 
- Servant of God, Fr. Emil Kapaun 
 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. David Taylor 
 
Most of us have had the occasion of being 
near a loved one or good friend gravely ill and 
near the point of death. This can be especially 
traumatic when it is a family member. It is 
often at these times that we learn more about 
ourselves than the person who is sick. When 
this involves a large family, it can be a life 
changing experience that challenges our faith 
in ways we never thought possible. Most of us 
come to realize that there is no one or best 
way to grieve. As people of faith, we know the 
significance of going through this process. I 
have ministered to many families who have 
gained a new appreciation of each other after 
this experience. Sadly, there are some who 
turn away from family and friends and miss 
the many redeeming qualities of being a heal-
er too. 
 
Jesus knew all about this as he went about in 
his own healing ministry. He knew that restor-
ing health to the suffering woman and renew-
ing life to the child, was only a small part of 
his life affirming efforts. The most significant 
challenge was in restoring the faith life to the 
many who saw but did not acknowledge the 
power of life over death. Jesus is not only a 
healer but a wounded healer. As he drew 
nearer to the cross and to Jerusalem, he 
gained much strength in healing others. 
 
In times of distress and suffering we can all 
gain a closer relationship with the Lord. But 
we must be open to this. We are all children 
of God who have direct access to his life-
giving healing and forgiveness. Sometimes we 
can feel so broken that we do not even ask. 
The two families in these Gospel stories were 
never again the same.  
 
As we begin to recover from the pandemic, 
we know that while we cannot bring back the 
many of God’s children who died, we can 
understand their lives in terms of the restor-
ing healing qualities of the God who helps us 
to see beyond death to a life we thought nev-
er possible. 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

In a scene from the Gospel according to 
St. Mark, an official from the synagogue 
approached Jesus and said: “My daugh-
ter is at the point of death. Please, 
come lay your hands on her so that she 
may get well and live.” Where Jesus 
finds the daughter in this scene is pre-
cisely where he finds each of us. It is at 
the point of death. That death may be 
physical, or it may be spiritual, but in 
either case we are rushing toward it. 
 

The Book of Wisdom assures us that 
this is not the destiny that God desires 
for us. We are created in the image of 
God, and this means that we are creat-
ed to experience the fullness of life. 
Death is not a presence, it is an ab-
sence, just as evil is not a positive force, 
but a deprivation and a deficiency. A 
room does not grow dark by flicking a 
switch to activate the darkness, rather 
one flicks a switch to shut off the posi-
tive power of light. So it is with evil and 
death; they are deprivations of good-
ness and life. But since we are creatures 
who are in the image of our Creator, 
this is not the destiny that God intends 
for us. We actively choose death by 
breaking our communion with God and 
by no longer living in God’s image. The 
Book of Wisdom makes this clear: “God 
formed man to be imperishable; the 
image of his own nature he made him.” 
 

Therefore, when the official from the 
synagogue rushed to bring Jesus to his 
daughter so that he could bring her 
back from the point of death, he is im-
plicitly acknowledging the Father was 
working through the Son, and that the 

nature of the Creator of the universe is 
to restore his creation to the fullness of 
life, even after we have wandered away 
from it. The official said to Jesus: “Lay 
your hands on her that she might live,” 
this is our deepest desire. In faith, we 
come to Jesus, because we know that 
he has fulfilled his promises to the peo-
ple of faith in the past. In hope, we ap-
proach Jesus because we know that the 
restoration of life is the very nature of 
this life-giving God who breathed the 
breath of life into our nostrils. In chari-
ty, we approach God, appealing to 
God’s charity, which is so much greater 
than our own. 
 

This is why we are people of hope. We 
are people of hope because we fully 
expect that God will complete his work 
within us if we let him. It is from this 
hope, from this confidence in God, that 
the Psalmist cried out: “You brought me 
up from the netherworld … you 
changed my mourning into dancing.” 
 

God does not leave us where God finds 
us, which is on the verge of death; at 
the heart of our encounter with Christ 
is the transformation that occurs within 
us, as we move from death into life and 
our sadness is turned to joy. 
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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