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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
 

JULY 4, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

July 4 10:30 am 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor  
The Matthew Family 
(Marilyn Dunson) 

July 11 10:30 am 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Tom Burke  
Sylvia Griffin 
(Mr. & Mrs. Keith Younger) 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship  June 27 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,573.00 $180.00 $387.00 

SBTM Sunday School is In Need of Your Help 
Restarting our program from scratch takes time, talent,  

and treasure. Right now we need YOUR TREASURE to assist with the cost 
of program materials including books, craft supplies, music, and retreats. 

 
We are asking YOU to sponsor a SBTM child. 

_______ $50 for one child 
           $_________ whatever you can afford. 

 
For More Information Please See LisaJoy Finch, Joelynn Parham, or Julie 

Mondello. You Can Also Email 

Black Facts—July 4 

Mary Edmonia Lewis, "Wildfire" (July 4, 1844 – September 17, 1907), was 
an American sculptor, of mixed African American and Native Ameri-
can (Ojibwe) heritage. Born free in Upstate New York, she worked for 
most of her career in Rome, Italy. She was the first African-American 
sculptor to achieve national and then international prominence.  

She began to gain prominence in the United States during the Civil War; 
at the end of the 19th century, she remained the only Black woman artist 
who had participated in and been recognized to any extent by the Ameri-
can artistic mainstream. In 2002, the scholar Molefi Kete Asante named 
Edmonia Lewis on his list of 100 Greatest African Americans. 

Bible Study with Fr. Matthew  

Thursdays at 7 pm on Zoom.  

For Bible study videos visit our website: https://
sbtmparishpgh.com/bible-study-videos 

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or mhawkins@diopitt.org. 

To register : see the Bible Study page on our website. 

Bulletin Announcement Due Date 

Change 

 

Announcements are due by 9am on  
Monday for the next Sunday’s bulletin. 
Please send to Jennifer Whitley at 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 

St. Benedict the Moor Display 

Case 

The SBTM Display Case is open for  
business! Please stop by and see the new 
items, and if you are looking for a  
particular item, we might be able to help.  
Thank You!  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 

All Are Welcome! 

Recently a group of friends of mine from 
McKeesport visited St. Benedict the 
Moor for Mass and commented how 
welcoming the parishioners were to 
them when they entered church. Since 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish is a  
personal parish for Black Catholics, we 
are very diverse and welcoming to all 
those who worship with us.  
Fr. Matthew, Fr. Taylor, and I welcome 
all who choose to worship with us. The 
goal for the Pastoral Council is to contin-
ue to be welcoming and evangelize and 
preach the gospel by words and actions.  
 
This weekend we celebrate  
Independence Day in our country and 
the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
in our church. The readings this week-
end focus on how rejection from our 
own family members can be very  
sorrowful but it is our faith that helps us 
keep strong when we feel rejected. 
 
In the first reading from Ezekiel, we read 
how God sends a prophet to preach the 
truth even though there is little hope 
that the people will listen. God sends 
Ezekiel to a rebellious and stubborn 
people. Even though the people will 
refuse to listen, Ezekiel still preaches 
God’s word. In the Second Reading to 
the Corinthians, Paul boasts of his weak-
ness. For this reason, he turns to God 
for strength. Such trials exhibit his total 
reliance on the strength that comes 
from God. In his weaknesses, Paul expe-
riences the power of God’s grace.  

In the Gospel of Mark, we read how 
Jesus is rejected by his own hometown 
people of Nazareth. In his first trip home 
since he left, we encounter Jesus’ teach-
ing in the synagogue on the sabbath. 
Many who heard him were astonished 
and amazed. They reject him because 
they do not know who he really is. Jesus 
is rejected by the very people who 
should know and accept him.  
 
When have we refused to welcome  
others in our life? Do we misjudge  
people because of their skin color,  
educational background, political party, 
sexual orientation, or appearance?  
 
Every person is made in the image of 
God. Our task is to cherish each child of 
God and to welcome each other’s gifts 
as being necessary for building up the 
Body of Christ.  God’s word challenges 
us today to stop being suborn and to 
open our lives to the power of the word 
proclaimed here in our midst. God  
reminds us today to remain faithful to 
his call, preaching the word of love, 
faithfulness, justice, and truth, every-
where we go. 
 
Today, the Catholic Church and  
Christianity may look like a failure. The 
core of our faith is the cross. Through 
the resurrection, God transfers failure 
into hope and hope that our shortcom-
ings will be redeemed. When we are 
low, the Holy Spirit tugs at our hearts 
and strengthens our hope. Each week, 
at mass, we are sent forth into the 
world to carry on the eucharistic life. We 
are a Mission people. By faith we invite 
Jesus into our lives to do wonderful 
things. 
All Are Welcome! 

 
We Are Open! 

We are now open to full capacity for 
mass. New signs have been put up indi-
cating that those who are fully vaccinat-
ed may attend Mass without wearing a 
mask. Those not fully vaccinated or 
those fully vaccinated who feel more 
comfortable seated around others who 

are wearing masks, reserved sections 
are available while attending Mass. 
Those who are not comfortable yet to 
return to mass can continue to mail in 
their weekly envelope or participate in 
our online giving program.  
 
Bishop Zubik has dispensed every one of 
the Sunday obligation until further no-
tice so those who are at risk or with 
health issues still can refrain from com-
ing to Mass. Those who are unable to 
attend Mass physically are welcome to 
view the Mass Livestream. 
 in observance of Independence Day.  
 

Parish Improvements 

John Buch Electric will be repairing the 
doorbell at the Parish Rectory Office the 
next few weeks. It has been out of  
service the past several months.  
 
St. Benedict the Moor Center 

As we continue to prepare to transfer 
ownership of the former St. Benedict 
the Moor School, Rectory and Convent 
property on Bedford Avenue, Hunt  
Studios will be removing several  
religious stained-glass windows in the 
next few weeks. Several parish and 
school signs have already been  
removed. 
 
The Parish Office will be closed Monday, 
July 5 and reopen Tuesday, July 6 in  
observance of Independence Day. 
 
Something to Think About... 

Hot arguments have a way of  
producing cold shoulders.  
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

E-Mail: tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. David Taylor 
 
It is such a blessing to have a place called 
home. For nearly the last year and a half 
many families were unable to visit and be 
with their loved ones. Many of us lost fami-
ly members during this pandemic and were 
unable to gather for a funeral. Our faith, 
however, led us to know and believe that 
we would eventually overcome this trou-
bled time. Many families are now gathering 
together in record numbers. For some of us 
this can be a family reunion. God has given 
us so many ways to be family even as we 
grow older and have fewer to gather with 
and visit. I have been blessed to join with 
many families as they gather to celebrate 
with one another. 
 
The Gospels tell us that Jesus not only cher-
ished his own family but that he also joined 
with others when they needed motivation 
and encouragement. And he brought his 
disciples together to be of mutual support 
to each other as a family should. Every fam-
ily member is different. The Disciples 
learned this in every experience of follow-
ing Jesus. When Jesus went "home "he was 
faced with jealousy, anger, and rejection 
from his own kin. This can happen in our 
families. Being with family should bring out 
the best in us, but we bring our liabilities 
into every human encounter. 
 
Jesus brought the same moral message to 
all who would gather to hear him. Often his 
message was rejected, and he was not ac-
cepted as the messenger. We should not be 
surprised that many turn away from him 
and his church in the same manner today. 
As people of faith, we must be bearers of 
the same message and not be afraid to be 
the messenger. We can silence the messen-
ger but never eliminate the message. As we 
celebrate the Fourth of July, Independence 
Day, we all can appreciate it as well in the 
light of Juneteenth. Have a blessed holiday 
weekend. 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 
Whenever we don’t understand God’s be-
havior it is likely that the problem lies with 
how we misperceive God’s intentions: God’s 
primary motive, throughout the Bible, and 
also in our lives, is not to spare us from pain 
but to reveal Godself to humanity. Every-
thing is about God’s self-revelation and the 
lengths to which people will go to deny this 
revelation. 
 

We think that if we can avoid encountering 
God, maybe we can deny that the world 
around us is in the process of passing away. 
If we can avoid this encounter, we think that 
maybe we can pull ourselves out of the 
“quicksand” of spiritual desolation by our 
own hair. We think that if we can avoid 
encountering God, maybe we turn ourselves 
into little gods and control everything and 
everyone around us. When we think this 
way we are well on the path to cosmic delu-
sion. 
 

When we avoid an encounter with God, we 
avoid an encounter with Truth, Love, and 
Life itself. The Book of Exodus has a vivid 
way of describing those who live in cosmic 
delusion. In the Book of Exodus, God says of 
them that they are: “Hard of face and obsti-
nate of heart.” Denial of God’s self-
revelation arises from obstinance and leads 
to souls of stone. 
 

In contrast, often, God’s messengers in the 
books of the Bible, and also in our lives to-
day, appear to approach the world from a 
position of weakness. It seems as though 
they are on a fool’s errand as they fail to 
persuade anyone around them. But the 
measure of the success of God’s messengers 
is not whether or not they persuaded the 
crowd or became popular, it is whether or 
not they revealed the presence of God; let 
the mob make of God’s self-revelation, 
through God’s messengers, what the mob 
wishes to make of it. This was exemplified 

when God said to Moses: “Say to [the peo-
ple]: Thus says the LORD GOD! And whether 
they heed or resist ... they shall know that a 
prophet has been among them.” 
 

That’s all that is required of God’s messen-
gers; they are not required to win over the 
crowd because they have no control over 
how the crowd will respond to them. Jesus, 
the very embodiment and the pinnacle of 
the history of God’s self-revelation, talked 
about this in the Gospel of Mark when he 
said, “A prophet is not without honor except 
in his native land and among his own kin 
and in his own house.”  
 

Sometimes God’s self-revelation does not 
come from an external spokesperson, but 
from the internal torment of the soul. In 2 
Corinthians, Paul described how God reveals 
Godself in our weakness when he wrote of 
an affliction of the soul that tormented him: 
“I begged the Lord about this, that it might 
leave me, but he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect 
in weakness.’” 
 

God’s self-revelation often comes to us 

through grace revealed in the midst of un-

pleasant ordeals. To receive this grace, how-

ever, we must not turn away when the cup 

of life has a bitter taste. God chooses not to 

transform us against our will. Unless we 

learn to trust the journey, God restrains 

Godself. As Mark describes in his Gospel: 

[Jesus] was not able to perform any mighty 

deed [in Galilee] … He was amazed at their 

lack of faith.” Trust the divine providence 

that brought you this far on the journey and 

God will do the rest. 
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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