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Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
tburke@diopittt.org 
 

Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
 

Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

Christopher Catone, Music Director 
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Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
 

Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
 

Jennifer Whitley, Bulletin Editor:  
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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

JULY 18, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

July 18 10:30 am 
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Garfield Dansby 
(Mrs. Dorothy Dansby and Family) 

July 25 10:30 am 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 
 

Anthony Akins 

(Mrs. Cecily Akins) 

2     JULY 18, 2021  ●  SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 

Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Mary Graham 

Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 

Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew  Thursdays at  

7 pm on Zoom.   
 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 
mhawkins@diopitt.org. 
 

To register :  see the Bible Study  page on 
our website. 

Radio Program, with Fr. 

Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest on July 18 will be 
Sue Ferguson from the Catholic Non-Profit Group “Rebuilding Hope,” 
talking about upcoming Summer Youth Group Mission Trips.  

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Stewardship  JULY 11 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,029.00 $940.00 $1,688.00 

blackfacts.com 

July 18 1863, the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment, composed of 

free Blacks from the North, made it’s famous charge on Fort Wagner in the 
Charleston, SC harbor. The 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment was 
the first military unit consisting of Black soldiers to be raised in the North during 
the Civil War. Prior to 1863, no concerted effort was made to recruit black troops 
as Union soldiers. The formation of the regiment was a matter of controversy and 
public attention from its inception. Questions were raised as to the Black man's 
ability to fight in the "White man's war." Although Massachusetts governor John A. 
Andrew believed that black men were capable of leadership, others felt that com-
missioning black officers was simply too controversial. The commissioned officers 
then were White and the enlisted men Black. Any Black officers up to the rank of 
lieutenant were non-commissioned and reached their positions by moving up 
through the ranks. On May 28, 1863, upon the presentation of the unit's colors by 
the governor and a parade through the streets of Boston, spectators lined the 
streets with the hopes of viewing this experimental unit. The regiment then  
departed Boston for the coast of South Carolina. 

 

Congratulations  

on our First Anniversary as a  

Personal Parish for  

Black Catholics in Pittsburgh!  

June 13, 2020 

 

“We look back and praise  

God for what we have achieved as a parish!” 

Something to Make  

You Smile… 
Last Sunday, St. Benedict the Moor Parish  
welcomed a first-time visitor, Mrs. Gloria Davis. 
Although she isn’t Catholic, she decided to stop 
in for Mass. Mrs. Davis later stated that she 
enjoyed the service, and that our worship  
service reminded her that “this is what heaven 
will look like, with people of all colors.”  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 

Jesus, Our Shepherd! 

It truly amazes me how fast paced our 
society is. Many stores are open late, 
some even twenty-four hours. We can 
enter a bank drive thru and go to the 
ATM machine anytime, and there are 
plenty twenty-four-hour news channels 
to watch on television. Often, when I am 
driving down Penn Avenue in  
Wilkinsburg late at night heading back 
to my rectory, the Wendy’s on the  
corner of Peebles and Penn Avenue 
drive thru is bumper to bumper with 
cars! That is a lot of late-night burgers! 
 
Being a priest for the past twenty years, 
I always have tried to balance my work 
and personal time. I keep Thursday as 
my day off, being away from the office 
for twenty-four hours helps me recharge 
and be refreshed. Occasionally I might 
have to come back early for a funeral 
home visit or wedding rehearsal, but I 
try to keep my calendar free of any  
appointments. Every September, after 
Labor Day, I take two weeks off and 
head to the Atlantic Coast. We all need 
to get away occasionally. 
 
This weekend we celebrate the  
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. The 
readings this weekend focus on Jesus as 
the Good Shepherd looking over and 
protecting us. In the first reading from 
the Book of Jeremiah, we read how the 
prophet denounces the bad royal  
shepherds for scattering the flock of 
Israel and driving them away from their 

homeland. Better leaders are promised. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Ephesians, 
we read by his death Christ broke down 
the wall between the Jews and Gentiles 
and untied all peoples as children of the 
one Father. The animosity between the 
Jewish and the Gentile community is 
now over.  
 

Last Sunday in the Gospel of Mark, we 
read in the gospel how Jesus sent off his 
disciples two by two to evangelize and 
heal the suffering. This weekend we 
continue with the passage and read how 
the disciples return from their mission 
and reported to Jesus all that had  
happened on their journey. The tone is 
one of excitement and exhaustion. The 
people’s presence and demands were so 
great. Jesus declares it is time for all of 
them to rest. We see the care of Christ 
for his apostles as well as his  
compassion for the people. 
 
The Lord is our shepherd and we find 
refreshment in the communion of the 
Holy Trinity. The love of the Father, the 
peace of his Son, and the fire of the Holy 
Spirit gives us strength. Jesus promises 
another kind of leadership, one that is 
rooted in peace, truth, goodness,  
compassion, righteousness, mercy,  
reconciliation, sacrifice, and never-
ending love. We look to the Good Shep-
herd as our guide.  
 
This past Tuesday, July 13 marked the 
First Anniversary of the reopening of  
St. Benedict the Moor as a personal  
parish for Black Catholics. It is a true 
honor to serve as Pastor of both  
St. Mary Magdalene and St. Benedict 
the Moor. Fr. Matthew, Fr. Taylor and I 
continue to work together to serve both 
parishes. Please join us next Sunday, 
July 25 for a special Anniversary  
celebration. Our choir will have special 
music and we will have some light  
refreshments available after mass. 
 
 

 

Parish Improvements 

Buch Electric Company recently installed 
a new security camera doorbell for the 
Parish Office.  
 

St. Benedict the Moor Center 

As we continue to prepare to transfer 
ownership of the former St. Benedict 
the Moor School, Rectory and Convent 
property on Bedford Avenue, Hunt  
Studios will be removing several  
religious stained-glass windows from 
both the school building and the  
convent in the next few weeks. Several 
parish and school signs have already 
been removed and we recently had  
several tree branches that fell during the 
recent storms cleaned up in front of the 
convent and Lwanga House. 
 
We hope to hear from the Diocesan 
Legal Office and Office of Property of 
Planning soon as to when the closing of 
the real estate transaction will take 
place for the Hill Dance Academy (HDAT) 
to take ownership of the property. 
 
Happy Anniversary 

Happy 30th Anniversary to my sister 
and brother-in-law Eric and Linda Burke 
Schueler celebrating their anniversary 
this Tuesday, July 20  
 
Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday to my mom, Marge 
Burke celebrating her birthday this 
Wednesday, July 21  
 

Something to Think About... 

The more we are transformed by the 
power of Christ, the less we will be  
conformed to this world.  
 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

You may be 
surprised to 
discover that the 
readings this 
Sunday that 
refer to 
“shepherds'' and 
“shepherding” 
are not just 

directed toward the clergy, they are 
also directed toward everyone who is a 
member of the Body of Christ. Yes, the 
shepherd imagery is a metaphor for 
God the Father, Jesus the Son, his 
bishops, and his priests, but it is also a 
model for all of us who are also being 
shepherded. All Christians are called by 
baptism to share in the ministry of 
Christ. So, what does it mean for us to 
be good shepherds?

For one thing, we must not lead people 
astray. In the book of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, we hear God saying: “Woe to 
the shepherds who mislead and scatter 
the flock of my pasture … You have 
scattered my sheep and driven them 
away … I myself will gather the 
remnant of my flock … I will appoint 
shepherds for them who will shepherd 
them so that they no longer need fear 
and tremble; and none shall be 
missing…” A good shepherd, in other 
words, brings people together. A good 
shepherd goes out in search of the 
people who are missing from the 
Eucharistic table and invites them in. 
But how does a shepherd do this?

First the shepherd must recognize that 
his or her life is a blessing which has 
not been given to benefit the shepherd 
alone. This is why the shepherds that 
God refers to in the first reading had to 
be replaced. Our lives are intended to 
be a blessing to all humanity. We each 
face a choice between driving people 
away from the Kingdom of God and 
attracting people to it. We drive them 
away when we are bitter, angry, and 
judgmental. We attract people to the 
Kingdom of God when we listen to 
them patiently and walk with them on 
their difficult journey through life. 
Often this means being silent, not 
lecturing people about the things they 
have heard from us 1,000 times but 

witnessing by our presence. Not turn-
ing away.

Good shepherds, as we learn from the 
Psalms, are people who imitate the 
Lord by gently guiding the flock to drink 
deeply of the waters of spiritual 
refreshment. King David reflected on 
this kind of shepherding when he sang: 
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. In verdant pastures he gives me 
repose; beside restful waters he leads 
me; he refreshes my soul.”

We lead people to restful waters, and 
we refresh souls when we are not so 
quick to judge, but take the time to 
build relationships with one another, 
seeking to understand what they need 
and how they feel. The world hungers 
and thirsts to see the face of the Lord. 
This is hard to do when all of our 
interactions are merely transactional, 
essentially buying from and selling to 
each other. It is hard to do when the 
primary questions that are on our 
minds are: “What’s in it for me? What 
do I get out of it? What have you done 
for me lately?”

In the Gospel According to Saint Mark, 
Jesus landed on the shores of a place 
where he saw a “vast crowd, [and] his 
heart was moved with pity for them, 
for they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them 
many things.” Good shepherds teach 
us many things by being present to us. 
The popular image of Christians as be-
ing “Bible thumpers” who are quick to 
use the Bible to attack our neighbor 
rather than turning the “weapon” 
toward us and allowing it to pierce our 
own soul through self-examination 
must come to an end. 200 years before 
Christians even had a Bible, they had a 
faith. They converted people and 
transformed the world by how they 
lived that faith in their daily lives. 
When our lives become expressions of 
our faith we become “good shepherds” 
to the world.

Fr. David Taylor

In choosing a 
profession in life many 
consider a kind of 
career that is both 
meaningful and can 
make a difference in 
the well-being of 
others. This is often 

referred to as a caring profession. Usually 
included is healthcare, teaching, ministry, 
social work, civil service, and many other 
related careers. During the pandemic we 
see how most jobs are caring in nature and 
should be acknowledged as such. This is 
especially true in the service industry. Many 
have taken great risk in providing necessary 
services to all of us.

Jesus often spoke of a shepherd’s care. The 
image of a shepherd is one of caring, some-
times to the point of death. The prophets, 
like Jeremiah in today’s reading, show us 
that the greatest kind of risk can come from 
speaking the truth. And many who carry the 
title of caring or shepherd can betray their 
responsibilities. When Jesus picked his 
disciples, he showed them that a 
shepherd’s care was essential in their 
ministry. When Jesus took them with him 
for prayer and rest, it was out of concern 
for their spiritual and physical health. But 
the care of others limited their care for 
each other. They soon were back “on the 
job."

Caring is indeed at the heart of the Gospel. 
And all of us are capable of some caring. 
This is why it takes the entire Church com-
munity to make a difference in others’ lives. 
Caring as a shepherd is a calling and 
vocation that we all possess. We all have a 
call to be a spiritual leader. This calling and 
response will always be essential. It is at the 
very heart of the Gospel.

Our condolences to Mrs. Ethel Parham. Her 
husband Henry was truly an American hero. 
He died at the age of ninety-nine. Only 
recently did he gain recognition for his 
service. He served at the time of 
segregation in the military. He always 
remained proud of our country. We thank 
him for his service.

Congratulations to St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish. This is the first year since the 
founding of this new parish. We are all 
most grateful and thankful for all of the 
goodness and service in this first year.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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