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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
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Mass Intentions 

August 8 10:30 am 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Daughters of Charity 
(Mother Teresa Conference,  
Saint Vincent DePaul) 

August 15 10:30 am 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke  
 

Helen Funari 

(Sr. Mary Ann Siedlarczyk) 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marti Cillo 
Marquis Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest on August 15 will 
be Darci Smith, teacher at Archangel Gabriel Catholic School in  
Robinson Twp., and one of the 2021 Golden Apple Award Recipients.  

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

 
A special thank you and blessing for 

Dora Offei, who stepped up and  
volunteered these last two years to 
dutifully clean and disinfect pews,  

tables, kneelers, and the ambo. May 
God continue to bless you and may 
our Blessed Mother Mary keep you!  

- Your Grateful Church Family  

blackfacts.com 

August 8 “Matthew Alexander Henson (August 8, 1866 – March 9, 1955) was 

an American explorer who accompanied Robert Peary on seven voyages to 
the Arctic over a period of nearly 23 years. He is best known for his participation in the 
1908–1909 expedition that claimed to have reached the geographic North Pole on April 
6, 1909. Henson said he was the first of their party to reach the pole. Henson was born 
in Nanjemoy, Maryland, to sharecropper parents who were free Black Ameri-
cans before the Civil War. He spent most of his early life in Washington, D.C., but left 
school at the age of twelve to work as a cabin boy. He later returned to Washington 
and worked as a salesclerk at a good department store. One of his customers was Rob-
ert Peary, who in 1887 hired him as a personal valet. Their first Arctic expedition to-
gether was in 1891–92.  Henson achieved a degree of fame as a result of participating 
in the 1908-expedition, and in 1912 he published a memoir titled “A Negro Explorer at 
the North Pole”. As he approached old age, his exploits received renewed attention. In 
1937 he was the first African American to be made a life member of The Explorers Club, 
and in 1948 he was elevated to the club's highest level of membership. In 1944 Henson 
was awarded the Peary Polar Expedition Medal, and he was received at the White 
House by Presidents Harry Truman and Dwight Eisenhower. In 1988 he and his wife 
were re-interred at Arlington National Cemetery. In 2000 Henson was posthumously 

awarded the Hubbard Medal by the National Geographic Society.” 

This week  

the Sanctuary Candle 

 is lit in Remembrance of 

Maryann Schnupp by 

her Sister Josie 

MASS AND PRAYERS FOR  

DISCERNMENT AND HEALING 
Part of the mission of the Pittsburgh Fraternity of Priests is to make known the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church and in the lives of all people. To this, they cele-
brate the gifts of discernment, prophecy and healing, so young and old alike may know 

how the Holy Spirit is alive and active for those seeking physical, spiritual, emotional 
healing, and for guidance in life choices and struggles.  

 

They will celebrate Mass on Wednesday, August 11th at 7:00PM at St. Maurice Church, 
2001 Ardmore, Blvd., Pittsburgh, 15221. All are invited for Mass and for the prayers, for 

themselves or others, with individual priests following Mass. 

Stewardship 
The collection for August 8 will be reported in 

the August 22 bulletin.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  
 

Food for the Journey! 

Last week, I traveled to Wellsboro, Tioga 
County to visit the Pennsylvania Grand 
Canyon. The four-hour drive to North 
Central Pennsylvania was long but well 
worth it. While driving in my Jeep after 
two hours, I stopped halfway in DuBois 
off Interstate 80, to have dinner at a 
local diner. (Driving long distance makes 
you hungry.) Stopping halfway to refuel 
the Jeep and my belly made the second 
half of the drive go fast. We all need to 
be nourished to continue on in life! 
 
This weekend we celebrate the  
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary time. All 
three readings focus on God nourishing 
us with food for the journey of life. In 
the first reading from the Book of Kings, 
we read how the great prophet Elijah 
flees into the desert and sits down and 
prays to God to take his life. He feels 
lifeless and frustrated, but God sustains 
the prophet’s life with food and water. 
In the Second Reading to the Ephesians, 
Paul emphasizes to be imitators of 
Christ and walk in the way of love.  
 
In the Gospel of John, we continue  
reading the “Bread of Life Discourse.” 
The Jewish people complain to God 
against Jesus because they could not see 
beyond the material world. Jesus fully 
identifies himself as the Bread of Life. 
He makes his final point stating that the 
bread from heaven satisfies the ultimate  
human needs.  
 

We are God’s people journeying in faith 
towards the Promise Land of eternal life. 
We too will experience moments of 
weakness but the Eucharist is meant to 
sustain us. Just like Elijah, we need food 
for the journey to meet God. Christ is 
our nourishment for our journey 
through this life.  
 
Special Dispensation Being  

Lifted August 15 

The Catholic Bishops of Pennsylvania 
will reinstate the obligation to attend 
Mass effective Sunday, August 15 after 
having a special dispensation issued 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Those 
who have health issues are still not  

obligated to attend mass in person. We 
will continue to Livestream Mass for 
those who are unable to attend Mass in 
person.  

 

Religious Education Program 

We are really excited to restart our  
Sunday School Program beginning  
Sunday, October 3 from 9:45am to 
10:45am. LisaJoy Finch, Joelynn Parham, 
and Julie Mondello are working hard to 
select proper books, teaching tools, and 
evaluating the classroom space. Families 
who have children are asked to please 
register as soon as possible so we have a 
good idea what the count will be for 
space purposes. For information, please 
e-mail  
religiouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com. 

 
If you would like to sponsor a student 
for books, craft supplies, music and   
retreats, donations are still being  
accepted. (The cost to educate one child 
is $50). Please make donations payable 
to St. Benedict the Moor and memo the 
check:  Sunday School Sponsor  
Donation. 
  
*Our Sunday Mass will be moving to 
11am once the Religious Education  
Program begins. More details will be 
coming in the next few weeks. * 
 
 

RCIA 

Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic but 
need communion and or confirmed? 
The Rite of Christian Initiation Program 
(RCIA) will be starting soon. Please give 
me a call at (412) 661-7222 ext. 202 or  
e-mail me at tburke@diopitt.org  to  
discuss.  
 

St. Benedict the Moor Center 

It gives me great pleasure to announce 
that parishioner Ayisha Morgan Lee is 
now the full owner of the former St. 
Benedict the Moor School, Rectory and 
Convent property on Bedford Avenue! 
After months of dialog and working with 
the Diocesan Office of Property and 
Planning and Legal Office she now has 
full ownership of the campus. We are 
very pleased that HDAT (Hill Dance 
Academy Theatre) will now occupy the 
campus. Thank you to everyone who 
helped make this a possibility. 
 
Office Closed August 1—15 

Please note that the parish office is  
currently closed for summer vacation. 
Please hold any non-emergency phone 
calls until next Monday, August 16. If 
you need assistance or in case of an 
emergency, please contact the St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish Office at 412-661-
7222.  
 
Something to Think About... 

If we want a love message to be heard, 
it has got to be sent out. To keep a lamp 
burning, we have to keep putting oil in 
it.  

- St. Teresa of Calcutta 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

We are currently 
experiencing the 
ravages of extreme 
weather due to 
global climate 
change. This, in 
turn, is due to the 
fact that we have 

been reckless toward the environment over 
the past 200 years. We have treated the world 
as if it were our enemy, something to be con-
quered and subdued. How different things 
would have been if we had given more atten-
tion to the Church’s theology of creation.

The theology of creation teaches us to have a 
sacramental attitude toward our environment 
rather than an attitude of conquest. If we see 
all of creation as a sign of God’s love and 
God’s presence among us, then we would no 
longer treat the world as a vast resource to be 
exploited. We would instead treat it as a gift 
from God, which we must tend as one tends a 
garden. We would not see ourselves as pro-
spectors, searching for gold, but as faithful 
stewards who are responsible for taking care 
of the property of the Creator.

Creation theology begins with the assertion 
that all that God has made is “good.” Creation 
only becomes corrupted when we forget that 
all of its benefits come to us by an act of grace. 
All living things are sustained and nourished by 
things that have died. Even vegetarians draw 
from the life of plants, and even the plants 
themselves draw nourishment from the soil 
that is made fertile by the death of other 
plants.

The Lord says in today’s Gospel: “I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven; 
whoever eats this bread will live forever; and 
the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life 
of the world.” Life begets life. This is as true of 
the life of the spirit as it is for the life of the 
flesh. Some of us gobble down our food 
hastily, eating recklessly, without giving any 
thought to God. We have forgotten that every 
time we eat, we should be participating in a 
sacramental act. This is why we say a blessing 

before every meal, it is both to give thanks to 
God and awaken ourselves to the sacrifice that 
has been made for us. We should be people of 
gratitude.

Ultimately, in this passage, the Lord is 
referring to his own flesh and blood in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist. Just as each meal 
outside of the Mass is nourishment for the 
body and also for the soul when we eat in the 
company of others, the Eucharistic meal is 
nourishment for the spirit that should make us 
better prepared to receive God’s divine 
revelation every day.

Eating, as well as fasting, is important for our 
physical and spiritual growth. When the 
prophet Elijah surrendered to spiritual 
desolation and cried out, “This is enough, O 
LORD! Take my life, for I am no better than my 
fathers,” an angel of the LORD (a messenger 
from God) appeared to him and said, “Get up 
and eat, else the journey will be too long for 
you!”

And when King David was overwhelmed with 
gratitude for all that God had done for him 
and for the whole community, despite David’s 
physical and emotional suffering, and the 
divisions within the kingdom, which David had 
brought upon the people and himself, he sang 
out loud, “Taste and see the goodness of the 
Lord.”

Let us, in the midst of extreme weather, global 

climate change, and a raging pandemic, take 

time to taste and see the goodness of the 

Lord. And let us stop treating nature and other 

human beings as objects to be exploited, but 

rather see in all of creation, including one 

another, a sign of God’s love, and that God 

watches over us and dwells among us.

Bible Study with Fr. Matthew is on 
Thursdays at 7pm on Zoom. For more 
information, contact Fr. Matthew at 
mhawkins@diopitt.org. or call 
(412) 661-7222. To register, visit 
https://sbtmparishp h.com/bible-study

Fr. David Taylor

Some of the most 
inspiring stories in 
sacred scripture show 
the human side of the 
prophets. In every age, 
answering the call of 
God involves risks and a 

temptation to give up. Coming to terms with 
human limitations takes a great amount of 
courage and honesty. Elijah was one of 
greatest Old Testament prophets, but he 
was often tested in his own personal 
limitations. We all need the encouragement 
and support of others in order to serve God 
even when we are discouraged. We even 
read of the "weakness" of Christ. This was a 
teaching moment for all of us. There is really 
no shame in accepting the fact that we 
cannot do all and be all.

These stories tell us there is great heroism 
when we are able to step aside. Some of our 
best-known heroes readily admit to weak-
ness. We can learn from them in numerous 
ways. We can realize that in serving God 
best we will always face trials and difficul-
ties. These challenges actually give us more 
faith. Elijah shows us even when we give up, 
the Lord can and will pick us up again. This 
really is what heroism is all about. But it 
cannot happen if our biggest concern is what 
others might think. Pulling away for a period 
of time makes us more available to others 
because it lets others know that it is okay to 
be human. This is a profound gift of 
discipleship.

Simone Biles, the world champion gymnast, 
teaches us a lot about life. She was not 
ashamed that she had reached her 
limitations. She shows what it really means 
to be the best. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
often said that everyone can be the best 
because we all can serve. We do our best, 
but we must leave the outcome to God. This 
should be the driving force for all we do.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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