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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 

       
 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Mass Intentions 

August 29 10:30 am 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Mr. Scott Henderson 
(Ms. Patricia Ellis) 

September 5 10:30 am 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins  
 

Mary Mendonca+ 

(Mr & Mrs. Leonard Costa) 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marti Cillo 
Marquis Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 

Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

**Scholarship Opportunity** 

 
The Wilkins Elks Lodge has scholarship available for 2022 graduating seniors. The  
Scholarships range from $4,000 to $50,000 paid over 4 years. There are over 500  

scholarships available. The scholarship is called the Most Valuable Student Scholarship.  
In addition, there are other scholarship awards available.  

 
Applications are all online at: www.enf.elks.org/MVS.  When you go into the scholarship 
application it will ask you which lodge you want to file under, please select Wilkins #577, 
if available to you. The site also includes FAQs and deadlines for filling. The deadline for 
submitting your application is a Nov 15, 2021. No affiliation with the Elks is required and 
there are no costs to apply.  Any questions, please contact Debbie Raible 412-860-7088. 

blackfacts.com 

August 29 1924, Dinah Washington (born Ruth Lee Jones) was born. 

Washington was “an American singer and pianist, who has been cited as "the most 

popular Black female recording artist of the '50s". Primarily a jazz vocalist, she 

performed and recorded in a wide variety of styles including blues, R&B, 

and traditional pop music, and gave herself the title of "Queen of the Blues". She 

was a 1986 inductee of the Alabama Jazz Hall of Fame, and was inducted into 

the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1993.” She died December 14, 1963. 

 
SBTM Sunday School is In Need of 

Your Help 
Restarting our program from scratch takes 
time, talent, and treasure. Right now we 

need YOUR TREASURE to assist with the 
cost of program materials including books, 

craft supplies, music, and retreats. 
 

We are asking YOU to sponsor a SBTM 
child. $50 is the cost for one child, or  

whatever you can afford.  
            

For More Information Please See LisaJoy 
Finch, Joelynn Parham, or  

Julie Mondello. You can also email  
 

 
Classes begin Sunday, October 3 from 
9:30am to 10:45am. Families who have 
children are asked to register as soon as 

possible. 
 

Stewardship  AUGUST 22 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,082.50 $125.00 $330.00 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest on August 29 will 
be Michelle Peduto, Director of Catholic Schools.  
 

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

 
We the family of Mary E. Graham would like to thank you for the 

expressions of love, concern and sympathy shown to us during 
this time.  

We deeply appreciate all acts of kindness and your continued 
prayers for our family.  

May God shower you with His blessings.  

- Karen Tobin and Family  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 
Thinking Outside the Box 

Today celebrate the Twenty-Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. All three  
readings focus on looking at the letter of 
the law versus the spirit of the law. 
 
In the first reading from the Book of 
Deuteronomy, we read how Moses  
urges the people to be faithful to God’s 
law, which is not a burden to be  
endured, but a source of life and  
wisdom. Before he steps aside as their 
leader, Moses advises the tribes about 
the importance of remaining faithful to 
the covenant between themselves and 
God. The people of Israel must obey this 
law if they want to live in the promise 
land and remain secure.  
 
In the second reading from James, we 
are reminded that it is not enough to 
listen to the word of God, we must put it 
into practice. We should humbly receive 
the word of God and act on it by caring 
for the poor and the needy in this world.  
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus tells the 
Pharisees that they have substituted 
their own laws for the law of God, and 
are more concerned about outer  
cleanness than cleanness of heart.  
 
Jesus is not opposed to the Torah, but 
he clearly shuns legalism. Jesus’ basic 
attitude toward the purity law is that if 
they help a person obtain holiness then 
keep them. If they impede spiritual 
growth, they are little value.  

Religious law, practice and tradition help 
shape our common identity as  
Christians, but the gold standard is how 
we show love to all of life’s events. 
Sometimes placing human need above 
the law, Jesus instructs us to live freely 
under the law of love. Do we follow the 
letter of the law or the spirit of the law? 
Do we come to Mass to get our one 
week fix and do not get much out of it 
and leave church feeling grumpy and 
angry? Or do we practice what we 
preach and live out our faith? 
 
Welcome Deacon  
Brendon Harfmann 

I pleased to announce that St. Vincent 
Seminary in Latrobe has assigned  
Brendon Harfmann, a seminarian from 
the Diocese of Brooklyn New York, to  
St. Mary Magdalene and St. Benedict 
the Moor Parishes for his fourth-year 
parish internship. Brendon will be 
attending classes at St. Vincent during 
the week and be with us on the week-
ends. He was ordained a Transitional 
Deacon this past May 15 in Brooklyn and 
will be ordained a priest next spring. We 
are excited to have him with us this 
school year! 
 

Religious Education Program 

Our Religious Education “Sunday 
School” Program begins Sunday, Octo-
ber 3 from 9:45am to 10:45am. Families 
who have children are asked to please 
register as soon as possible. For more 
information, please e-mail:  
religouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com. 

 

11am Mass, Effective Sunday Oct. 3 

Please note that due to Religious  
Education starting back up, our Sunday 
Mass will be moving to 11am beginning 
on Sunday, October 3. Please make a 
note of the time change.  
 

Vagabond Ministries Relocating 

Due to our parish needed more meeting 
room and classroom space, Vagabond 
Ministries will be relocating their offices 
to another location in the next several 
weeks. The two bathrooms on the  

second floor will be getting upgraded.  
 

Parish Improvements 

Graphics 22 of Hazelwood has installed 
several new signs around our campus 
including the front entrance of the  
parish office, a new Private Property 
Parking sign for the side parking lot, and 
a new sign will eventually be seen along 
Centre Avenue and on the front and side 
entrances of the church to give us more 
visibility that we are alive, well, and 
growing! 
 
You may have noticed our roof is leaking 
in several spots and plaster is falling into 
the pews. The Diocesan Office of  
Property and Planning is assisting us in 
getting several bids for a total roof  
replacement.  

 
RCIA 

Do you want to learn more about the 
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic but 
need communion and or confirmed? 
The Rite of Christian Initiation Program 
(RCIA) will be starting September 14. 
Please give me a call at (412) 661-7222 
ext. 202 or e-mail me at 
tburke@diopitt.org to discuss.  

 
Are You Registered?  

Please contact the parish office to  
complete a registration form. You are  
welcomed here. 

 
Something to Think About… 

First keep the peace within yourself, 
then you can also bring peace to others. 

- Thomas A Kempis 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

“I came here 
hoping to find my 
sister,” said a 
desperate man 
after the 7.2 
magnitude earth-
quake hit the 
southern peninsu-
la of Haiti two 

weeks ago, “but instead I found this,” 
gesturing toward a church that was 
reduced to rubble on the ground.

Over the past month-and-a-half, Haiti has 
been hit with a series of tragedies, 
including the assassination of their 
President and social unrest in the streets, 
a hurricane, and a devastating earthquake 
that wiped out churches throughout the 
southern peninsula of the country.

New York Times bureau chief Maria Abi-
Habib reported that as she travelled from 
one town to the next, not a single church 
was left standing, leaving 1.5 million 
people in that region of the country with-
out a place to worship. Abi-Habib told NPR 
“I realized that the Church is the 
institution where people go for help. This 
is the only institution of support that they 
know… this is where they have a 
community… a lot of people feel like the 
Catholic Church, which has been there 
throughout [their lives] is [now] gone. It’s 
just not there… and they’ve got nothing.”

The Church is a sign of hope and life 
among the people. In the New Testament, 
the letter from James the Apostle, which 
we read this week, illustrates the value 
that we place on the presence of the word 
of God in our lives: “Dearest brothers and 
sisters: All good giving and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no 
alteration or shadow caused by change. 
He willed to give us birth by the word of 
truth that we may be a kind of first fruits 
of his creatures.”

Nonetheless, we live in a world of tragedy. 
Our lives are lives of contingency. We are 
dancing perilously close to annihilation. 
Two weeks ago, the 2020 Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists reported that “It is 100 
seconds to midnight ... Humanity 
continues to face two simultaneous exis-
tential dangers—nuclear war and global 
climate change.” Unlike the natural 
disasters that are devastating Haiti, the 
two dangers cited by these scientists are 

the result of the tendency to exercise the 
powers of humanity without a sense of 
our limitations or constraints with respect 
to God.

What we need is humility and the capacity 
to look out, not only for the strongest 
among us, but especially for the most 
vulnerable. James the apostle wrote: 
“Humbly welcome the word that has been 
planted in you and is able to save your 
souls.” Yet, the divisions between the rich 
and poor in our society and in the world 
are growing wider by the day.

The Covid-19 crisis both reveals and 
exacerbates those divisions. Drawing on 
data from Forbes Magazine, the Institute 
for Policy Studies (IPS) reported this 
month that the wealth of Global billion-
aires has surged by $5.5 billion since the 
beginning of the pandemic. IPS reports: 
“Global billionaire total wealth has 
increased more over the past 17 months 
of the pandemic than it did in the 15 years 
prior to the pandemic …” The pandemic, 
says the report, “has supercharged 
existing global inequalities” as many small 
and family-owned businesses have been 
forced to cut back their operations or shut 
down altogether.

James the apostle wrote that the truth of 
religion is something that is lived, not 
merely something that is preached. He 
cautioned his listeners to attend to the 
vulnerable among them: “Be doers of the 
word and not hearers only, deluding 
yourselves. Religion that is pure and 
undefiled before God the Father is this: to 
care for orphans and widows in their 
affliction and to keep oneself unstained by 
the world.”

A priest explained the continued 
importance of the Church in people’s lives, 
even though the Church buildings in 
Southern Haiti are no longer standing: 
“Even if these buildings are not going to 
be repaired anytime soon, come what 
may, we are going to restart school in 
September because without the Church 
there is nothing for these kids. They will 
be lost.” The Church is not just a physical 
building, it is the Holy Spirit alive in the 
people; as long as the Spirit of God 
remains alive in them and in us, there will 
still be hope.

Fr. David Taylor

There is a saying, “no 
good deed goes 
unpunished,” which 
can apply to this 
Sunday’s readings. 
Jesus often taught that 
following him involved 

service above and beyond the law. In both 
the Law of Moses in the Ten Command-
ments and the Moral teachings of Christ, 
love of God and service to neighbor 
become the standard in observance of the 
law. Every law must be tested by love.

In the Mosaic teaching, the people would 
be judged by how they welcomed others, 
especially the alien migrants and the poor. 
In the Journey to the Promised Land, they 
would have to bring others along. The gift 
of land had to be shared with their 
neighbors. In the gospel Jesus teaches that 
knowledge of the law is never enough. The 
law of Christ is always a matter of the heart. 
Hearing the Word requires living the Word. 
The Pharisees and scribes were experts in 
the law. But it was not planted within their 
hearts. Jesus lived and taught by personal 
example. We must do the same.

With so much suffering in the world today 
we serve God best when others know that 
we practice what we preach. We have to be 
living examples of Christ’s care for all 
people and the environment in which we 
live. There are so many ways today that we 
can reach out to our neighbors. With the 
present pandemic we can lead by example 
in encouraging others to take necessary 
health precautions. And we can certainly 
care for the poor among us. And we can 
make all our parishes, schools, homes and 
neighborhoods a place of welcome to all 
especially to those who are often 
unwelcome.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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