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Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 
       

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Mass Intentions 

September 5 10:30 am 
Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Mary Mendonca+ 
(Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Costa) 

September 12 10:30 am 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor  
 

Blessed Frederic Ozanam+ 

(Mother Teresa Conference,                             

St. Vincent DePaul) 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marti Cillo 
Marquis Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 

Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

 

SBTM CHOIR RETURNING SOON 

Rehearsals for the St. Benedict the Moor  
Parish Choir will begin in a few weeks (first 

rehearsal TBD).  All current and former choir 
members are welcome to return and sing.  If 

you have never sang with us before and would 
like to start, new members are always  

welcome!  Please see Chris Catone, Director of 
Music before or after Mass for more details 

and to sign up. Come make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord! 

blackfacts.com 
Black Facts — Sept 5 1939, Claudette Colvin  was 
born. “Colvin is a pioneer of the 1950s civil rights movement and 
retired nurse aide. On March 2, 1955, she was arrested at the age 
of 15 in Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to give up her seat to a 
white    woman on a crowded, segregated bus. This occurred nine 
months before the more widely known incident in which Rosa 
Parks, secretary of the local chapter of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored     People (NAACP), helped spark the 
1955 Montgomery bus boycott.”  

 
Welcome, Deacon Brendon! 

 
Hello, my name is Deacon Brendon Harfmann. 
I am a transitional deacon and seminarian for 

the Diocese of Brooklyn currently in Fourth 
Theology at St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe. I 
was born and raised in Queens, New York and 

proudly call NYC home.  
After attending our parish grade school and 
high school seminary, I graduated from our 
college seminary and St. John’s University in 
Queens, New York. My prior parish assign-
ments include St. Michael’s in Sunset Park, 

Brooklyn, Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Asto-
ria, Queens, and my current assignment is St. 

Finbar in Bath Beach, Brooklyn.  
I am looking forward to being with all of you 

in Pittsburgh - please do not hesitate to reach 
out if I could be of assistance to you, or join 
you at an upcoming parish gathering! Since 

hearing of this new assignment, you have, and 
continue to be in my daily prayers! 

 
Sincerely, 

Deacon Brendon  

Stewardship  AUGUST 29 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,398.00 $395.00 $817.00 

Congratulations 
 

 

Congratulations to Sister Margery 
Kundar, who this year celebrates 65 

Years as a Sister of Saint Joseph!  Sister 
Margery served as Principal at  

St. Benedict the Moor School for over 
30 years, helping to “raise up a child in 

the way he should go,” by being a loving 
and positive presence in the lives of  

hundreds of students and their families 
over the years. Sister Margery has also 

been an active member of the Hill  
District community, a true example of 

God’s call for each us to be a good 
neighbor to each other. An exceptional 

educator and a great woman of God. 
We Thank You Sister Margery, and May 

God Bless You Always.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 
Happy Labor Day! 

This weekend we celebrate the Twenty-
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time. All the 
readings focus on faith, hope, healing, 
and looking out for the vulnerable. God 
secures justice for the oppressed. As 
Christians, we are asked to do more: to 
seek out the disadvantaged, the voice-
less, and the marginalized. 
 
In the First Reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah, we read how the prophet  
encourages the fearful people with the 
news that God is coming to save them. 
One of Isaiah’s favorite themes is the 
wonderful transformation made  
possible when pride is replaced with 
service to God. In the Second Reading 
from the Letter of James, we read how 
the people of faith are called to reach 
out to others and set differences aside.  
 
In the Gospel of Mark, we read how 
Jesus heals a deaf man. He says, “Be 
opened.” Jesus astonishes the crowd at 
the conclusion of the healing by order-
ing the people not to tell anyone what 
he had just done. He did not want to be 
known simply as another miracle worker 
or be labeled a healer. He wanted to 
become known for the ultimate gift of 
himself and eventually for his glorious 
resurrection as the Son of God.  
 
The Lord treats each of us with kindness 
and compassion and he invites us to 
extend the same to one another. Our 
faith is meant to be a living faith, some-
thing abundantly alive that helps  

transform the world into the kingdom.  
 
This coming Saturday, September 11, 
marks the 20th Anniversary of the  
Terroristic Attacks on the United States 
at the Word Trade Center in New York 
City, the Pentagon in Washington D.C., 
and in Shanksville, Somerset County. We 
pray for all those who perished on this 
horrific day and seek out unity and 
peace in our country and our world. We 
pray for the situation going on in the 
Middle East and pray for our Men and 
Women serving in our Military.  God 
Bless America!  
 
There is no Labor Day Parade this year 
due to the pandemic. Please join us for 
9am mass at St. Bede in Point Breeze 
with Fr. Matthew Hawkins. Our Parish 
Office will be closed Monday,  
September 6 and reopen on Tuesday, 
September 7.  
 
Welcome Deacon  
Brendon Harfmann 
St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe has  
assigned Brendon Harfmann a  
seminarian from the Diocese of  
Brooklyn New York to St. Benedict the 
Moor and St. Mary Magdalene Parishes 
for his fourth-year parish internship. 
Brendon will be attending classes at St. 
Vincent during the week and be in the 
parishes on the weekends. He will be 
ordained a priest next June. We are  
excited to have him with us this school 
year! Deacon Brendon will introduce 
himself to the St. Benedict the Moor 
Church family on Sunday, September 12 
with Fr. Taylor.  
 

Religious Education Program 

Our Religious Education Program begins 
Sunday, October 3 from 9:45am to 
10:45am. Families who have children 
are asked to please register as soon as 
possible. For information, please e-mail 
religouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com. 

 

11am Mass, Effective Sunday Oct. 3 

Please note that our Sunday Mass will 
be moving to 11am beginning on Sun-
day, October 3.  
 

Parish Improvements 

Graphics 22 of Hazelwood continues to  
install several new signs around our 
campus to give us more visibility that we 
are alive, well, and growing! Ocean 
Breeze Home Improvements of  
Monroeville has begun upgrades to the 
two restrooms on the second floor of 
the Rectory.  

 
RCIA 

Do you want to learn more about the  
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  
Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic but 
need communion and or confirmed? 
The Rite of Christian Initiation Program 
(RCIA) will be starting September 14. 

 
Vacation 2021 

Please note that I will be on my annual  
vacation this week thru Sunday,  
September 19. Please hold any E-mails 
or phone calls until I return the office, 
Monday, September 20. 

 
Are You Registered?  

Please contact the parish office to com-
plete a registration form or see the in-
formation table in the back of the 
church.  You are welcomed here! 
We welcome William Hall to  
St. Benedict the Moor who recently  
registered in our parish.  
 

Something to Think About… 
The search is what anyone would undertake 
if he or she were not sunk in the everyday-
ness of life. To become aware of the possibil-
ity of the search is to be onto something. Not 
to be onto something is to be in despair.    

- Walker Percy 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

There is nothing 
that is more 
oppressive than 
to live in the 
shadow of 
death. Recently, 
the papers 
reported on the 

rise in violent crimes in Pittsburgh. 
Shootings that left people injured 
increased by 42% over the last year 
and actual homicides rose by 46%. 
The tragedy of this rash of violence is 
that it especially targets people at a 
stage of life when they have not had a 
chance to live. Nearly one-third of the 
city’s homicide victims this year so far 
were teenagers.

This Sunday’s readings cry out for 
justice. The LORD says, in the Book of 
the Prophet Isaiah: “Say to those 
whose hearts are frightened: Be 
strong, fear not! Here is your God, he 
comes with vindication; with divine 
recompense he comes to save you.”

When we read about the vindication 
of the LORD in the Old Testament, we 
often think that God will return 
violence for violence rendered, but 
God is fully revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ and especially in Christ crucified 
and resurrected. The vindication of 
the LORD is not to return violence for 
violence, but to break the spiral of 
violence that has trapped the hearts 
of humanity.

The details behind the statistics of 
violence in our city put a human face 
on this ongoing tragedy: a 15-year old 
boy was fatally shot after he was 
chased down by his assailants; a 17-
year old was shot five times after he 
left a convenience store; and a 
teenager was shot to death by a 15-
year old in the stairwell of his 
apartment building. Reverend Glenn 
Grayson of Wesley Center A.M.E. Zion 
Church in the Hill District summed up 
our predicament by saying: “We are 
losing our future, the gifts and talents 
that could have been major contribu-
tions to our society.”

Both the Psalmist in this week’s 
reading and the Prophet Isaiah 
described the healing work of God 
amid suffering. Isaiah wrote: “the 
eyes of the blind be opened, the ears 
of the deaf be cleared; the lame will 
leap like a stag, the tongue of the 
mute will sing. Streams will burst 
forth in the desert, and rivers in the 
steppe. The burning sands will 
become pools, and the thirsty ground, 
springs of water.”

Do we dare to allow ourselves to 
believe in the restoration that the 
Lord offers to us? Do we dare to allow 
ourselves to be participants in this 
restoration? The Gospel tells us that 
when Jesus proclaimed the dawning 
of the Kingdom of God, he not only 
did this with his words but also with 
deeds of healing. The Church is called 
to be that healing presence in the 
world today as we allow Christ to 
work through us. Ours is an incarnate 
faith, this means that we must not 
only offer our thoughts and prayers in 
the midst of violence, we must also 
put flesh and bones on those 
thoughts and prayers by what we do. 

Bible Study with 

Fr. Matthew

Thursdays at 
7 pm on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.or .

To register, visit 
https://sbtmparishp h.com/bible-

study

Fr. David Taylor

Over the years I have 
been blessed to have 
many doctors that are 
both generous and 
caring. Caring for 
others can be difficult 
and stressful. I have 
always believed that 
physical healing is 

most effective when it is a part of overall 
caring for the body, mind, and spirit. It can 
be related to the likelihood of recovery. 
The caregiver who can identify with the 
patient is most successful in helping to 
heal others.

Jesus knew this as he generously spent 
time with those who were sick. His healing 
always addressed the need for the spiritual 
well-being of the sick. His healing offered 
encouragement and hope to everyone. He 
gave us an example of how we should care 
for others. His concern was for much more 
than restoring speech and hearing. During 
baptism special attention is given to the 
blessing of hearing and speaking. This is all 
related to the gift of perception. Jesus was 
recognized as the 'wounded healer' who 
used his own suffering to heal others.

The Apostle James continues this message 
of concern for others as he relates it to 
care of the poor. I was making a visit to a 
parishioner in the hospital. The patient 
next to him was in pain and worried about 
his future. He was about to be discharged 
from the hospital. He had no insurance 
and so he would return to the homeless 
shelter. Care for the poor has to be at the 
top of our agenda as Christians. Healthcare 
should not be only for those who can 
afford it. James presents a strong 
challenge for all people of faith. Class 
distinctions often lead to poor care for 
those who lack the necessities of life. 
These class distinctions lead to double 
standards and should have no place in the 
Christian Community. Every life is of equal 
value. None of us can completely care for 
our needs, and this should lead us to be 
generous with others.

We pray for the people of Afghanistan and 
those who have lost their lives in pro-
tecting others. In our quest for peace, we 
must search our own attitudes. We must 
often look at our motivations as we try to 
help others. This is a moral issue, and we 
must use our influence to help all involved.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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