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Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 
       

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

September 12 10:30 am 
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Blessed Frederic Ozanam+ 
(Mother Teresa Conference,                             
St. Vincent DePaul) 

September 19 10:30 am 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins  
 

Freddie Funari+ 

(Sr. Mary Ann Siedlarczyk) 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marti Cillo 
Marquis Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 

Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Haiti Collection 
Haiti’s recent earthquake has caused a devastating 
humanitarian crisis, taking the lives of over 2,000  
people, and leaving thousands more homeless and  
without food, clean water, and medical necessities.  
A special collection will be taken up the weekend of 

September 18—19, to support the Bishops Emergency Disaster Fund to 
provide direct emergency aid.  

blackfacts.com 

Black Facts — Sept 12 “Malvin Russell Goode (February 13, 

1908 – September 12, 1995) was an African-American television journalist and 
news correspondent. Goode was born in White Plains, Virginia, educated in the 
public school system of Homestead, Pennsylvania, and graduated from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1931. Starting in high school, he was employed for 
twelve years as a laborer in steel mills, until five years after his graduation. Ap-
pointed to a position in the Juvenile Court as a boys work director at the Centre 
Avenue YMCA, he spearheaded the fight against discrimination in the Pittsburgh 
branches of the YMCA. Goode worked with the Pittsburgh Housing Authority for six 
years and joined the Pittsburgh Courier in 1948, where he remained for 14 years. n 
1962 he became the first Black network news correspondent for ABC television 
network as a United Nations (UN) reporter. Goode was a member of Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity, and in April 1968 covered the assassination of Martin Luther King 
Jr., a fellow fraternity brother. In 1971, Goode became the first Black member of 
the Radio and Television News Directors Association. In 1990, the National Associa-
tion of Black Journalists inducted Mr. Goode into its hall of fame. Malvin Goode 
died of a stroke on September 12th, 1995 at the age of 87 in Pittsburgh.” 

Welcome, Deacon Brendon! 
 

Hello, my name is Deacon Brendon Harfmann. I am a transitional deacon and 
seminarian for the Diocese of Brooklyn currently in Fourth Theology at  
St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe. I was born and raised in Queens, New York and 
proudly call NYC home. After attending our parish grade school and high school 
seminary, I graduated from our college seminary and St. John’s University in 
Queens, New York. My prior parish assignments include St. Michael’s in Sunset 
Park, Brooklyn, Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Astoria, Queens, and my current 
assignment is St. Finbar in Bath Beach, Brooklyn.  
I am looking forward to being with all of you in Pittsburgh - please do not hesi-
tate to reach out if I could be of assistance to you, or join you at an upcoming 
parish gathering! Since hearing of this new assignment, you have, and continue 
to be in my daily prayers! 
 
Sincerely, 
Deacon Brendon  

Stewardship  SEPTEMBER 5 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,973.43 $665.00 $1840.00 

Saint Benedict the Moor  
Gardening Group 

Would you be interested in getting together 
to plant and/or tend to the flowers and plants 
around our church? Not everyone has to dig 

in the earth; we can use advice too.  
Please see Sister Jan after church or call the 

convent at 412-621-0519 or email her at 
jef425@yahoo.com 

SBTM CHOIR RETURNING SOON 
Rehearsals for the St. Benedict the Moor  

Parish Choir will begin in a few weeks (first  
rehearsal TBD).  All current and former choir 

members are welcome to return and sing.  If you 
have never sang with us before and would like to 

start, new members are always welcome!   
Please see Chris Catone, Director of Music before 

or after Mass for more details and to sign 
up. Come make a joyful noise unto the Lord! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 
Be a Disciple! 
In the First Reading from Isaiah, we read 
how a faithful servant is prepared to 
remain loyal to God in any circumstance. 
The servant is determined to serve God 
even despite personal attacks. Many 
people thought God had abandoned 
them, but this servant announces that 
God is here to help in any circumstance. 
In the Second Reading from James, we 
are reminded that faith comes to life 
through works of mercy and sincere 
devotion to God. Servants of God put 
faith into action by providing food for 
the hungry, and clothes for the naked.  
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus asks his 
disciples who do people say that I am? 
Jesus shocks his disciples by predicting 
his future of suffering, death, and  
resurrection. Jesus describes authentic 
discipleship as not power, glory, and 
victory, but taking up one’s cross. 
 
Our faith in Christ calls us to trust in 
God, and put our faith into action by 
serving others. Faith and action go hand 
and hand.  
 
Everyone in life has difficulties and 
struggles. God is always with us in our 
sadness and struggles. Like Peter, we 
are not perfect.  
 
Let us get to know Jesus by keeping a 
good prayer life, practicing the  
sacraments, and putting our faith into 
action. The more time we put into a 
relationship the more we get to know 
that person.  
 
Let us pray for the victims of Hurricane 
Ida that hit New Orleans and the Gulf 
Coast, and the Eastern Coast, including 
our local region last week.  
 
A special Diocesan Second Collection 
will take place next Sunday, September 
19 for the Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund.  
 
 

Welcome Deacon  
Brendon Harfmann 
St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe has  
assigned Brendon Harfmann a seminari-
an from the Diocese of Brooklyn New 
York to St. Benedict the Moor and  
St. Mary Magdalene Parishes for his 
fourth-year parish internship. Brendon 
will be attending classes at St. Vincent 
during the week and be in the parishes 
on the weekends. He will be ordained a 
priest next June. We are excited to have 
him with us this school year! Deacon 
Brendon will introduce himself to the  
St. Benedict the Moor Church family this 
Sunday, September 12 at the 10:30am 
mass with Fr. Taylor.  
 
Religious Education Program 
Our Religious Education Program begins 
Sunday, October 3 from 9:45am to 
10:45am. Families who have children 
are asked to please register as soon as 
possible. For information, please e-mail 
religouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com. 
 
11am Mass, Effective Sunday Oct. 3 
Please note that our Sunday Mass will 
be moving to 11am beginning on Sun-
day, October 3. Please see the letter 
from Fr. John Gizler, our Regional Vicar 
which was included in last weeks bulle-
tin. We will have extra copies available 
on the information table in front the 
church. 
 
Blessing of Pets 
In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, Patron 
Saint of Animals, St. Benedict the Moor 
and St. Mary Magdalene Parishes will 
conduct the annual Blessing of Pets on 
Sunday, October 3 at 3pm on the Green 
Lawn of the St. Bede Campus of St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish at the corner of  
S. Dallas Avenue and Willard Street in 
Point Breeze. Please bring your furry 
little friend to get blessed.  
 
Parish Improvements 
Graphics 22 of Hazelwood continues to 
install several new signs around our 
campus to give us more visibility.  
 
Ocean Breeze Home Improvements of 
Monroeville has upgraded to the two 
restrooms on the second floor of the 
Rectory.  
 
Vagabond Ministries will be relocating 
their corporate offices from the second 
floor of St. Benedict the Moor Rectory 
to St. Stanislaus Rectory in the Strip  
District in the next few weeks.  
 
RCIA 
Do you want to learn more about the  
Catholic faith? Are you baptized in  
another faith and would like to be  

Catholic? Are you baptized Catholic but 
need communion and or confirmed? 
The Rite of Christian Initiation Program 
(RCIA) will be starting September 14. 
 
Vacation 2021 
Please note that I am currently on my 
annual vacation this week thru Sunday, 
September 19. Please hold any E-mails 
or phone calls until I return the office, 
Monday, September 20. 
 
Are You Registered?  
Please contact the parish office to  
complete a registration form or see the 
information table in the back of the 
church.  You are welcomed here! 
 
Something to Think About… 

The Lord does not leave us without rays 
of sun among the clouds and storms 
that sometimes surround us.     

- Blessed Maria Troncatti 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
 

 
 

ST BENEDICT THE MOOR PARISH  ●  PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA      3 

 
Radio Program,  
with Fr. Tom Burke as host, 
highlights elementary and 

secondary schools; colleges; 
youth ministry programs; and 
more, and is broadcast every 

other Sunday morning on KDKA
-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guests on  

September 12 will be Anna  
Torrance and Michelle Peduto, 
to discuss how Catholic Schools 

are providing a strong, faith 
based education. 

A link to the podcasts of the  
program is on KDKA:    

  
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/

podcast/catholic-education-plus 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Two weeks ago, 
when Hurricane 
Ida hit New 
Orleans on the 
16th anniversary 
of Hurricane 
Katrina, the area 
was hit with 
torrential rain and 

flooding and power outages for nearly 1 
million people under sweltering tempera-
tures of 90 degrees Fahrenheit. Fozell 
Daniels, Jr., a member of the Louisiana 
Governor’s Climate Task Force, described 
the problem of the “layered crises” of the 
Delta variant of Covid, global climate 
change, and the “catastrophic failure” of 
the infrastructure of the energy grid that 
forced a large-scale evacuation of the city 
to Texas. Daniels stressed his concern that 
the restoration of the city, in the after-
math of the storm, must not lead to the 
permanent displacement of its low-
income and most vulnerable residents as 
happened in the aftermath of hurricane 
Katrina.

In today’s reading, the prophet Isaiah 
foretold the coming of Jesus Christ, which 
he said would change everything in terms 
of how the people saw themselves in 
relation to God. No longer would anyone 
be able to convince them that God was 
not on their side when they were tempted 
to feel abandoned. No longer would any-
one be able to convince them that God 
was malevolent and meant to do them 
harm. The prophet wrote: “The Lord GOD 
is my help, therefore I am not disgraced; I 
have set my face like flint, knowing that I 
shall not be put to shame. He is near who 
upholds my right; if anyone wishes to 
oppose me, let us appear together … Let 
that man confront me. See, the Lord GOD 
is my help.”

This is often hard for us to believe during 
times of tragedy and when life seems to 
be unfair. The theme that the Lord dwells 
among us and that God does not abandon 
us is heard repeatedly in the Psalmist’s 
refrain, “I will walk before the Lord in the 
land of the living.” The Psalmist went on 
to say; “Gracious is the LORD and just; yes, 
our God is merciful. The LORD keeps the 
little ones; I was brought low, and he 
saved me.”

The Psalmist and the Prophet Isaiah 
provided hints to the most poignant 
questions that Jesus asked in all of the 

Gospels. As he was traveling with his 
disciples on the way to the villages of 
Caesarea Philippi, Jesus turned to them 
and said, “Who do people say that I am?” 
When they answered him within the 
limited scope of human knowledge he 
said, “But who do you say that I am?” It 
was Simon Peter who answered him 
through the wisdom that came to him 
from the Holy Spirit: “You are the Christ.” 
This flash of unworldly wisdom and insight 
was knowledge that was not only of the 
head but also of the heart.

Amid the inexplicable tragedies facing 
vulnerable Christians in his day, James the 
Apostle challenged his more secure 
readers, who believed that they were 
justified before God by their faith alone. 
James wrote: “What good is it, my 
brothers and sisters, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works? Can 
that faith save him? If a brother or sister 
has nothing to wear and has no food for 
the day, and one of you says to them, ‘Go 
in peace, keep warm, and eat well,’ but 
you do not give them the necessities of 
the body, what good is it?”

Faith in our day must be reflected by our 
actions, particularly through the time, 
labor, and financial resources we set aside 
to assist families and individuals who have 
been displaced by wars, global climate 
change, and natural disasters and who 
have had to shelter in new locations far 
from home. Catholic social teaching is 
based upon the non-negotiable principle 
of the dignity of the human person. Our 
faith is demonstrated by helping those 
who have been uprooted and displaced; it 
is also demonstrated by addressing the 
conditions that led to their uprooting and 
displacement in the first place which, 
more often than not, are factors that are 
not beyond our control.

Bible Study with 
Fr. Matthew

Thursdays at 
7 pm on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.or .

To register, visit 
https://sbtmparishp h.com/bible-

study

Fr. David Taylor

In the Old Testament 
there are passages 
from Isaiah referred to 
as the Servant Songs. 
Isaiah speaks of the 
suffering servant who 
gives his life for the 
atonement and 
transgressions of his 

people. In today’s Gospel, Jesus begins to 
speak of his passion and death. The cross is 
given as a symbol of redemption suffering. 
One of the most challenging aspects of our 
faith is the fact that we cannot separate 
discipleship from the willingness to suffer 
on behalf of others. Following Jesus 
involves a willingness to make sacrifices, 
and sometimes being rejected. This does 
not mean that suffering is something we 
should seek, but a willingness to accept it 
on behalf of the Gospel. The person who 
serves must be willing to suffer.

Our lives consist of both devotion and 
commitment. Our devotion consists of our 
spiritual life and reception of the sacrament 
which always lead to Christ. Each Sunday 
when we attend mass the Eucharist gives us 
strength for a faith filled life. This should 
lead us to a life of servant care for our 
neighbor. Jesus asks for this commitment. 
Indeed, serving others can bring many 
crosses into our life. The late theologian 
James H. Cone sees this as a gospel 
mandate. He notes that the gospel can be 
found wherever people struggle for justice, 
fighting for the right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of goodness.

This Gospel mandate can challenge us in 
most aspects of our life. This weekend we 
observe the anniversary of the sad events 
of 9/11. Many people, from all walks of life, 
found out that heroism is a human quality 
that we all can possess. The hurricane and 
flooding of Louisiana and other southern 
states brought people from all over our 
country to help and provide support. We 
will joyfully accept immigrants from 
Afghanistan seeking shelter and a new life. 
We must continually struggle for an end to 
bigotry and hatred wherever we may find 
it. Both Jesus and Isaiah call us to a new 
way of living which can often lead to the 
cross. True discipleship impels us to move 
from observers to participants. This is our 
baptismal call.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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