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Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 
       

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 



Mass Intentions 

September 19 10:30 am 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Freddie Funari+ 
(Sr. Mary Ann Siedlarczyk) 

September 26 10:30 am 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

St. Vincent de Paul+ 

(Mother Teresa Conference,                             

St. Vincent de Paul) 

2     SEPTEMBER 19, 2021  ●  TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 

Gloria Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 

Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

 

SBTM CHOIR RETURNING SOON 

The St. Benedict the Moor  
Parish Choir will resume singing on  

Sunday, Oct., 3rd at the 11am Mass. The 
first rehearsal will be held on Weds., Sept., 

29th at 7pm in the Church.  Please see 
Chris Catone, Music Director, after Mass if 

you are interested in singing.  

blackfacts.com 

Black Facts — Sept 19 Gordon Parks’ 1969 film, The 

Learning Tree, was registered in the National Film Registry of the 
Library of Congress on September 19, 1989. It joined other films 
such as Casablanca, Gone with the Wind, and The Wizard of Oz. 
“The Learning Tree is an American coming-of-age drama 
film written and directed by Parks. It depicts the life of Newt    
Winger, a teenager growing up in Cherokee Flats, Kansas, in the 
1920s, and chronicles his journey into manhood marked with tragic 
events. Based on Parks’ 1963 semi-autobiographical novel of the 
same name, The Learning Tree was the first film directed by an   
African-American person for a major American film studio, in this 
case Warner Bros.-Seven Arts.” 

Stewardship SEPTEMBER 12 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,509.00 $360.00 $445.00 

 
Register Now for the Racial Wealth Gap Learning Simulation  

on Tuesday, September 28, at 7 pm in St. James Chapel.  
 All are welcome and encouraged to participate in this eye-opening 

interactive group experience about some of the social and  
economic impacts of racism in the U.S. It is an opportunity to  

understand the connections among racial equity, hunger, poverty, 
and wealth.  For more information or to RSVP: Joyce Rothermel 

at rothermeljoyce@gmail.com or 412.780.5118   
Registration deadline: Sunday, September 26.  

St. Vincent de Paul's Freedom  
Corner Celebration  

Help Us Help our Neighbors by registering for our annual Help Thy Neighbor 
Walk. For $25, you’ll receive a raffle ticket, T-shirt and refreshments, as we 
gather at Freedom Corner after Mass on September 26th for a photograph 
and celebration of our Neighbors. Since last Fall, we have provided 
over $13,000 in rent, utility, furniture, food and clothing assistance. And 
with your help we can do even more! Not up for a walk? Then how about a 
raffle ticket? For $5, you can get a chance to win $5,000, $2,500 or $1,000. 
Walk registrations and raffle tickets will be available in the back of the 
church after Mass from Sept. 12 through Sept. 26. All proceeds from the 
celebration and raffle go to support the great work of our Mother Teresa 
Conference of St. Vincent de Paul. Thank you and may God Bless you!  

Saint Benedict the Moor  
Gardening Group 

Would you be interested in getting together 
to plant and/or tend to the flowers and 

plants around our church? Not everyone has 
to dig in the earth; we can use advice too.  

Please see Sister Jan after church or call the 
convent at 412-621-0519 or email her at 

jef425@yahoo.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 
Be Humble! 

Growing up with two older sisters, often 
we would get into little arguments with 
one another on who was loved more. 
My oldest sister Lisa would say she was 
the greatest, Linda would say as the 
middle child, she was the most favored, 
and I would chime in, being the  
youngest and only boy in the family, I 
was the most loved! My mom and dad 
would then have to correct us, saying 
they loved all three of us equally!  
 
As a Pastor serving two parishes with 
four church buildings to care for (along 
with another church not currently being 
used but still must maintain with 
maintenance and utilities) I love all the 
campuses equally, not favoring one over 
the other. As Pastor, I am here to serve 
the parishioners and lead them closer to 
Christ. This weekend we celebrate the 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time. 
The readings this weekend focus on  
humility.  
 
In the first reading from the Book of 
Wisdom, we read in the second chapter 
how disbelievers hatch a plan to shake 
the faith of someone who serves the 
Lord. Those who dismiss the ways of 
God devise a plan to undermine the 
faith of a servant of God. They fail to see 
that justice, patience, gentleness, and 
trust in God are strengths that belong to 
those who see beyond this world’s  
limitations. In the Second Reading from 
the Letter of James, we read that those 
who serve the Lord seek peace and true 

freedom. Worldly obsessions and  
passions lead to conflict and warfare. 
The Letter of James is one of the most 
direct in its description of the causes of 
war and injustice; envy, greed, and  
ambition are at the heart of much of the 
world’s trouble. Writing to Christians in 
the first century, James focuses on 
Christian conduct.  
 
In the Gospel of St. Mark, we read how 
the disciples argue about who is the 
greatest among them. Envy demands a 
better position, greed desires wealth, 
and ambition seeks power. Jesus’ life, 
death, and teaching contradict all three. 
To be true disciples of Christ, the  
Apostles must set aside envy and  
ambition and open themselves to the 
fruits of wisdom and the spirit. Jesus 
teaches his disciples that being a disciple 
requires becoming last and the servant 
of all. Jesus has a different standard of 
greatness for his followers as he  
presents a little child in their midst, and 
he embraced the child. He reminds us to 
be like children and welcome the  
elderly, the ill, immigrants, the home-
less, the poor, those victimized because 
of race, age, and gender. Jesus places 
individuals in our midst today asking us 
to earn their trust and welcome them 
with our love.  
 
We are sometimes tempted to be  
jealous of others, harbor resentment or 
even outright have hatred of others. As 
we approach the table of the Lord, let us 
come as true servants.  
 
This weekend we celebrate Catechetical 
Sunday and bless our Catechists who 
teach in our Religious Education  
Program and our teachers and staff who 
serve our Catholic Schools. We thank 
them for their service and wish them 
well this school year! 
 
A special Diocesan Second Collection 
will take place this weekend for the Haiti 
Earthquake Relief Fund.  
 

Religious Education Program 

Our Religious Education Program begins 
Sunday, October 3 from 9:45am to 
10:45am. Families who have children 
are asked to please register as soon as 
possible. For information, please e-mail 
religiouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com. 

 

11am Mass, Effective Sunday Oct. 3 

Please note that our Sunday Mass will 
be moving to 11am beginning on  
Sunday, October 3. Please see the letter 
from Fr. John Gizler, our Regional Vicar 
which was included in the bulletin a few 
weeks ago. We will have extra copies 
available on the information table in 
front the church.  
 

Blessing of the Pets 

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, Patron 
Saint of Animals, St. Benedict the Moor 
and St. Mary Magdalene Parishes will 
conduct the annual Blessing of Pets on 
Sunday, October 3 at 3pm on the Green 
Lawn of the St. Bede Campus of St. Mary 
Magdalene Parish at the corner of  
S. Dallas Avenue and Willard Street in 
Point Breeze. Please bring your furry 
little friend to get blessed. 

 
Something to Think About… 

Leading a life committed to service does 
protect the soul from wounds. These are 
workings of God.   

Ruth Pfau- Medical Missionary  

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Our first reading, 
from the Book of 
Wisdom, was 
written 50 years 
before Jesus was 
born and 80 years 
before his passion 

on the cross. It is not difficult to see why 
the early Church saw this passage as fore-
shadowing Jesus’ persecution. People who 
usually thought of themselves as 
“respectable” and highly favored, found it 
inconvenient to have Jesus around. By his 
very presence, he revealed the gap 
between faith as a learned idea as 
opposed to an embodied experience:

Let us beset the just one because he is 
obnoxious to us; he sets himself against 
our doings, reproaches us for transgres-

sions of the law, and charges us with 
violations of our training.

It is eerie to see the parallel between the 
treatment of “the just one” in this passage 
and what later happened to Jesus. “The 
wicked” in this passage sought to provoke 
“the just one” to behave like them so that 
they could prove that he was not as 
innocent and holy as he seemed:

With revilement and torture let us put the 
just one to the test that we may have 

proof of his gentleness and try his 
patience. Let us condemn him to a 

shameful death…

Jesus was aware of their plans. He echoed 
these passages in his own words. In the 
Gospel of Mark, he identified the plots of 
the wicked, but he did not try to run from 
the destiny he chose for himself:

[Jesus said,] “The Son of Man is to be 
handed over to men and they will kill him, 
and three days after his death the Son of 

Man will rise.” But [his disciples] did not 
understand the saying, and they were 

afraid to question him.

The Book of Wisdom foreshadowed the 
“misunderstanding” at the end of the 
passage from Mark’s Gospel. In the Book 
of Wisdom, the wicked wanted to see if 
God would spare the just one from 
suffering. They said: “Let us see whether 
his words be true … For if the just one be 
the son of God, God will defend him … 
according to his own words, God will take 
care of him.”

But for Jesus, being graced by God did not 
mean that one would escape persecution, 
suffering, and death; it meant that God 
would mend the broken, redeem the 
disgraced, and resurrect the dead to the 
fullness of eternal life. It was true for 
Jesus, and it was true for the apostles. It 
was true for Christians throughout the 
ages. It is wisdom for us today. This truth 
is why we sing with the Psalmist: “The 
Lord upholds my life.”

Fr. David Taylor

In the years I was 
growing up and after 
my family converted to 
Catholicism, I assumed 
a lot of family respon-
sibilities. My older 
brother was away at 
the seminary and my 
father worked on the 

railroad, and he spent a lot of time away. I 
was called to take leadership in caring for 
my five younger siblings. I took on this 
responsibility with a sense of joy and pride. 
We were, and still are, a close-knit family. 
Recently, at a family reunion, we 
remembered these early years. I do believe 
that this was an early encouragement in 
considering a vocation in the church. This 
deepened my love and respect for family 
life.

This was reinforced in my years as a Priest. I 
have been fortunate to serve parishes with 
Catholic schools. From my Deacon year, all 
throughout my priesthood, it has been a joy 
to serve families and children. And now I 
serve in three Catholic schools. Fr. Matt, Fr. 
Tom, and I take joy in being a part of St. 
Bede, St. Benedict the Moor, and Sr. Thea 
Bowman Catholic Academy. Serving these 
schools adds a lot of joy to our ministry. 
Children should always be a vital part of 
parish ministry.

In the Gospel, Jesus describes greatness in 
terms of serving the least of our brothers 
and sisters. In many ways children are 
dependent but they add so much to family 
life. As the disciples were disputing about 
greatness Jesus had to remind them that 
service is the main character of power and 
authority. As Jesus was working his way to 
Jerusalem and the cross, he showed 
followers what discipleship is all about. Real 
greatness is always about service.

We must ask ourselves about service and 
leadership. Our ministry is to welcome all 
who come into our midst. We can never go 
wrong when we serve our children as well 
as all who come to us in need. This is the 
measure of who we are and what our life 
stands for. As people of God, we possess 
both a faith inherited and one that is 
personal. The inherited faith comes to real 
life when we personalize it in our service to 
others. This is the best sign of greatness.

Bible Study with 

Fr. Matthew

Thursdays at 
7 pm on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.or .

To register, visit 
https://sbtmparishp h.com/

bible-study

C
A

LL 1-8
0

0
-233-8

20
0

F
o

r A
d

vertisin
g

 In
fo

rm
atio

n
B

usiness
O

nline at D
io

cesan.co
m

/
3440

Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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