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Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 
       

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 

Gloria Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 

Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

blackfacts.com 

Black Facts — Oct 3 “Ethiopia, one of the only two 

independent African nations at the time, was invaded on October 3, 
1935 by Fascist Italy under Benito Mussolini. The Italians, seeking 
revenge for their prior humiliating loss to Ethiopia over 40 years 
earlier, committed countless atrocities on the independent African 
state. Poisonous gas, aerial bombardment, flame throwers, and 
concentration camps were all employed against the ill-equipped 
Ethiopian people. Black outrage throughout the world was unified. 
The League of Nations, forerunner to the UN, was criticized for   
supplying weapons to Italy and not Ethiopia. Black men and women 
all over the world offered to go fight in defense of Ethiopia. Not  
before was such as strong sense of Pan-Africanism seen throughout 
the world. Although Italy succeeded in defeating the African nation, 
Blacks everywhere would continue the struggle until Ethiopia was 

free.” 

Stewardship SEPTEMBER 26 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,720.11 $180.00 $503.00 

Saint Benedict the Moor  
Gardening Group 

Would you be interested in getting together 
to plant and/or tend to the flowers and 

plants around our church? Not everyone has 
to dig in the earth; we can use advice too.  

Please see Sister Jan after church or call the 
convent at 412-621-0519 or email her at 

jef425@yahoo.com 

Mass Intentions 

October 3 11:00 am 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Michele Quigby 
(Sr. Mary Ann Siedlarczyk) 

October 10 11:00 am 
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Cheryl Akins 

(Cecily Akins and Family) 

Bible Study with Fr. Matthew 
Thursdays at 7pm on Zoom 

For more information please contact  
Fr. Matthew at (412) 661-7222 

Or  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 

 

To register please see the Bible Study page on 
our website  

St. Benedict the Moor  

Display Case 
 

Please check out the display case. We have 
great items, and if you are looking for anything 
special, we may be able to assist you. Please see 
Theresa Orlando for more information. Thank 
you.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Two Become One! 

This weekend we celebrate the Twenty-
Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time. The 
readings this weekend focus on  
relationships, family, and marriage. 
 
In the first reading from Genesis, we 
read the second part of the “creation 
story.” This is a very popular first  
reading to be read at wedding  
ceremonies. The first part of the  
creation story concentrates on  
humanities dignity and place within  
creation. The second chapter focuses on 
the harmonious suitability of the man 
and the woman created to be in relation 
with one another. God made man and 
woman for each other. The bond of 
marriage means they are no longer two 
but one.  
 
In the second reading from the Letter to 
the Hebrews, we read that by entering 
fully into human life, and by experienc-
ing the bitterness of death, Christ  
became a brother and a savior to all 
people.  We will be reading from the 
Letter to the Hebrews as our second 
reading starting today up until the Thirty
-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time,  
November 7. Jesus is the source of all 
life, experienced suffering, and death. 
The death of Jesus won salvation for all 
who believe in him.  
 
In the Gospel of Mark, we read a gospel 
passage that highlights one pain for 
many people, divorce. The first part of 

the Gospel portrays the Pharisees 
attempting to test Jesus about his  
position on marriage and divorce. Jesus 
declares that the foundation for  
marriage is rooted in the husband and 
wife becoming one flesh. Marriage is a 
covenant commitment.  
 
The second section of the Gospel has 
Jesus comparing the Kingdom of God to 
little children, which are referred to as 
symbols for describing the Kingdom. 
There is no hardness of heart in a little 
child or power and status. This describes 
what is essential for someone to enter 
the Kingdom of God.  
 
It is no secret that we do not live in a 
perfect world. There is no such thing as 
a “perfect family.” We all mourn, cry, 
feel pain, and some relationships in our 
life do not last. Knowing that we cannot 
bring about the Kingdom of God on our 
own, Jesus calls us to embrace God’s 
abundant grace and to receive the  
possibilities of the coming of the  
kingdom like a child; eager, energized, 
and full of wonder and awe.   
 
As we navigate the difficulties of today, 
especially the relationships in our life 
that have been strained or broken, let us 
lean on the hope of Jesus for the coming 
of Gods perfect kingdom.  
 
Divorce is a reality in our modern world. 
We need to treat people with love and 
respect. The Pharisees who are experts 
in God’s law try to test Jesus. Jewish 
teachers at the time agreed that the law 
made provisions for divorce but  
disagreed over what constituted  
appropriate grounds for divorce. Jesus 
concedes that the law does indeed allow 
for divorce under certain circumstances 
to make accommodations for human 
weakness.  
 

Religious Education Program 

Our Religious Education Program begins 
this weekend. We welcome back all our 
young children and their families and 
look forward to a great school year. The 

program will run every Sunday morning 
from 9:45am to 10:45am. Families who 
have children and have not yet  
registered can e-mail Lisa Joy Finch at 
religouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com. 
 
Blessing of the Pets 

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi, Patron 
Saint of Animals, St. Benedict the Moor 
and St. Mary Magdalene Parishes will 
conduct the annual Blessing of Pets  
today, Sunday, October 3 at 3pm on the 
Green Lawn of the St. Bede Campus of 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish at the corner 
of S. Dallas Avenue and Willard Street in 
Point Breeze. Please bring your furry 
little friend to get blessed. 
 
National Faith and Blue Weekend 

Next Sunday, parishes across the  
Diocese of Pittsburgh, including  
St. Benedict the Moor, will be  
celebrating National Faith and Blue 
Weekend which is a joint community 
outreach program focusing on resolu-
tion and reconciliation. The initiative by 
religious and police leaders intends to 
bring law enforcement officers and  
citizens together using local houses of 
worship in their community to facilitate. 
Police Officers from the City of  
Pittsburgh Zone 2 station along with 
other local agencies will be joining us for 
mass and greeting parishioners at the 
door after mass.  
 
Something to Think About… 

Love begins at home, and it is not how 
much we do but how much love we put 
into action.   

- Bishop Fulton Sheen 
  

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Relationships: 
many men and 
women find it 
difficult to find 
partners they 
can trust, 
believe in, and 
rely on. It is still 

to find a partner who helps one to 
grow spiritually, which is essential to a 
life worth living. It seems as though 
our most intimate and meaningful 
relationships are difficult to sustain. 
This week’s scripture readings are all 
about what it takes to experience 

Although biblical scholars do not read 
the beginning of the Book of Genesis 
literally, they do find that its poetry 
and metaphors convey great truths. 
These truths are so great, in fact, that 
they tell us about a deeper reality 
than the literal truth. When we see, 
“The LORD God then built up into a 
woman the rib that he had taken from 
the man,” in our first reading, we 
understand it to mean that although 
two partners in a relationship may 
have different roles to keep the 
household together, their relationship 
will be disordered if one of the 
partners is seen as being superior in 
the relationship over the other. The 
“building up of the rib” rather than 
from the head or from the foot, 
signifies that two partners in a couple 
are to go through life side-by-side 
rather than one above the other.

The theme of divinely-ordered 
relationships continues in this week’s 
readings with the responsorial Psalm, 
where the Psalmist draws a clear 
connection between “walking in the 
ways” of God and having a properly-
ordered household. In other words, if 
we wish for interpersonal and familial 
relationships to be set right, they 
must be centered on God, not on one 
or the other partner. Similarly, the 
notion of one partner being treated as 
an object or possession of the other, 
in the Book of Genesis, only occurred 
after humanity had “fallen” and the 
relationship that God intended was 

disrupted. 

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus 
elaborated further on the nature of 
relationships. Jesus noted that 
relationships are not only biological, 
they are also ontological. In other 
words, not only do our relationships 
have a physical dimension that we can 
see, they also have a spiritual 
dimension that we cannot see 
without eyes of faith. This is why 
Jesus said that when two people are 
given to each other in marriage, if 
they really know what they are 
getting into and if they are able to 
fully give of themselves to one 
another, without reservation, an 
ontological bond is formed between 
them that no one and nothing can 
break apart.

Jesus said: “Man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, 
and the two shall become one flesh. 
So they are no longer two but one 
flesh.” 

The author of the letter to the 
Hebrews, inspired by the Holy Spirit 
and the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
took this discussion about 
relationships to a whole new level. He 
wrote about God’s relationship with 
humanity. God, who was beyond all 
suffering and could never die, took on 
our humanity, suffering, and mortality 
out of love for us. Rather than 
presenting an image of God as aloof, 
harsh and standing apart from us, the 
author of Hebrews described God as 
having such a powerful love that he 
participated in our mortality so that 
we could participate in His divinity. He 
was “made perfect in suffering” and 
he “tasted death” and is not ashamed 
to call us “brothers” [and sisters]. In 
an age when many people no longer 
believe that love is possible, these 
passages from sacred scripture speak 
volumes to us about our relationship 
with God and with each other.

Fr. David Taylor

Often when I am 
celebrating the 
sacrament of 
Matrimony, I am 
reminded of both the 
sacrament of Holy 
Orders and the vows 
taken in religious life. 

Both marriage and Holy orders have a lot 
in common. They require a lifetime 
commitment and a willingness to be 
faithful in a life that can present many 
challenges and sacrifices. One of the 
most significant challenges can come 
during times of weakness and 
temptation. While the church has many 
norms regarding these vocations, they 
are all related to the commitment to a 
life of service for others which is at the 
heart of the call to ministry.

We are living in times when 
commitments are often downplayed. This 
often leads to much unhappiness and 
disappointment. God is always at the 
center and is the chief witness of all 
Christian commitments. A life of service 
always involves others who are 
dependent upon honesty and sincerity. 
Jesus knew this as he responded to the 
Pharisees. They were looking for a strict 
legal interpretation of the law while Jesus 
stressed the ultimate goal which is 
service and commitment. When these 
commitments are broken many can be 
harmed, especially children and many 
others who are dependent upon our care 
and concern.

Married life requires a lot of help and 
support from others. Marriage also 
brings two different families to be of 
mutual support of one another. I have 
witnessed how significant this can be in 
the marriages within my own family. 
Both husband and wife become part of 
each other’s family. In times of sickness 
and death this kind of support can keep 
the families together. In marriage God 
has answered the human need for love, 
companionship, and a unity so often 
missing in relationships today. But the 
bond of marriage is human and 
breakable and that’s where we all come 
in as a community of love and support. 
This is who we are as Church.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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