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Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 
       

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     OCTOBER 17, 2021  ●  TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 

Gloria Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 

Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship OCTOBER 10 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,124.77 $340.00 $121.00 

Mass Intentions 

October 17 11:00 am 
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Bernadette Tossou 

(Justin and Adrienne Ebo) 

October 24 11:00 am 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David H. Taylor 
 

Bernadette Tossou 

(Justin and Adrienne Ebo) 

Come and enjoy an evening of introduction to the  
liturgical music of Mary Lou Williams,  
“How to Listen to Mary Lou's Mass!” 

Saturday, October 23,  at 7 pm at St. Benedict the Moor  
 
Accompanied by her trio, the lead interpreter of Mary Lou's music, 
and her biographer, Deanna Witkowski will introduce the complex 
world of jazz sacred music. Through a combination of performance 
and lecture, Deanna and her trio will give the jazz layman access to 
Mary Lou William's difficult but profound liturgical music.  

This week  

the Sanctuary Candle 

 is lit in Remembrance of 

Mrs. Gertrude Stotts 

Comer by Victoria 

Betsill 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest on 
October 24 will be Butler Catholic. 
 

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Next Weekend (October 24) we 
will celebrate World Mission Sunday. Pope 

Francis invites the entire Church to       
support mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, 

the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin 
America and Europe, where priests,       

religious and lay leaders serve the world’s 
most vulnerable communities. Please keep 
the Pope’s missions in your prayers and be 
generous in next week’s collection for the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith. 

A worldwide synod process was opened by Pope  
Francis in Rome on October 10 and then will begin properly with local 
synods in every diocese across the world this weekend.  After two years 
of listening, discussion and discernment, bishops will gather in Rome in  
October 2023 for the culmination of the process. All of this is unprece-
dented: never before has a synod sought input from every Catholic in 
the world.  
  
 "Let us have a good journey together!" Francis said as he concluded his 
Oct. 10 homily. "May we be pilgrims in love with the Gospel and open to 
the surprises of the Spirit."  
  
This weekend, a Votive Mass of the Holy Spirit will be celebrated at all 
our Masses.  The readings will be for the  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
  
At a special Mass on Sunday, October 17, in Saint Paul Cathedral, Bishop 
David Zubik will ask the Holy Spirit to guide local Catholics as they  
prepare to participate in this worldwide consultation that Pope Francis 
has convened to help him find the best ways to discern God’s call to the 
Church.  The Mass is scheduled for 2:30 p.m. and will be live-streamed. 
Diocese of Pittsburgh live stream link. 
  
The Holy Spirit in his freedom knows no boundaries or tests of admission. 
If the parish is to be a home to everyone in the neighborhood, and not a 
kind of exclusive club, please, let’s keep the doors and windows open.”  

- Pope Francis 
  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Come to Serve! 

As a priest for the past twenty years, I 
have always tried to live out my  
vocation by serving the people that the 
bishop has entrusted me to. At ordina-
tion, the bishop states that the priest is 
there to be the leader of the parish and 
guide them and walk with them on the 
journey. Pope Francis often reminds 
priests to be humble and serve. I value 
our lay people in the parish to help me 
and Fr. Matthew and Fr. Taylor, not only 
in the liturgy but the day-to-day  
operations in the parish. We are all in 
this together. This weekend we  
celebrate the Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. The readings focus on 
humility and service.  
 
In the First Reading from Isaiah, we read 
how a faithful servant of God gives his 
life as an offering for the sins of others. 
This part of Isaiah comes from the  
conclusion of the most dramatic and 
moving part of the four oracles of Isaiah. 
The experience of exile led Israel to set 
aside it’s prideful ways. All through life 
the servant was met with dismissal and 
hatred. Instead of being angry, the  
servant surrendered his life as an  
offering for the sins of others.  
 
In the Second Reading to the Hebrews, 
we read how Jesus is the high priest 
who pleads for us before his heavenly 
Father. We can confidently appeal to 
Jesus for mercy and grace because he 
understands our human weaknesses 

and was like us in all things except sin.  
In the Gospel of Mark, we read how 
James and John, sons of Zebedee seek 
royalty, power, and prestige. Jesus 
teaches that discipleship is about service 
to others and not about achieving fame, 
fortune, power, or prestige. James and 
John request places of honor. Jesus is 
the Suffering Servant and uses the  
images of cup and baptism to refer to 
the suffering that he will undergo. Jesus 
who suffered unto death, is on with us 
and one with God. This reminds us that 
in our suffering, we are never alone. 
God is with us.  
 
Suffering teaches us that we are not in 
control, only God is in control. When we 
turn suffering over to God, then we are 
in control of the act of surrendering to 
God. Jesus invites his disciples and all of 
us to break free from our worldly wants. 
We are called to take up the cross in our 
homes and workplaces, and across our 
neighborhoods and beyond. Jesus  
promises that the darkness of the cross 
leads to the light of the resurrection. 
May we find strength in his promise. 
 
Next Sunday is World Mission Sunday. 
Our second collection next weekend will 
be to help the Missions. Please be as 
generous as possible.  
 

Religious Education Program 

Our Religious Education Program has 
begun. Everything has gone very well 
the first couple of weeks. The program 
will run every Sunday morning from 
9:45am to 10:45am. Families who have 
children and have not yet registered can 
e-mail Lisa Joy Finch at  
religouseducation@sbtmparishpgh.com  
 
Looking Ahead 

Pastoral Council Meeting – this Sunday,  
October 17 in the sacristy after the 
11am mass. 
 
Mary Lou Williams Pre-Concert 

Saturday, October 23 at 7pm at  
St. Benedict the Moor church.  

Mary Lou Williams Music for Peace 
(Mary Lou’s Mass) Concert - Sunday, 
October 24, 2021, Sacred Heart Church 
of St. Jude Parish at 7pm featuring 
Deanna Witkowski.  
 

Parish Improvements 

Tarax Service Systems Inc. was on  
campus last week and deep cleaned and 
buffed the main entrance lobby flooring, 
deep cleaned the Men’s and Women’s 
Rest Rooms, spot cleaned all the chairs 
that we use in the back of the church for 
socials, the choir chairs, and the extra 
chairs in the sacristy. The Parish Rectory 
First floor kitchen and basement will get 
deep cleaned and sanitized once  
Vagabond Ministries officially moves out 
of the second floor (which should be by 
the end of the month), the carpeting 
and rooms will also be deep cleaned and 
sanitized.  
 

Something to Think About… 

“Though I may not be here with you, I 
urge you to answer the highest calling of 
your heart and stand up for what you 
truly believe. In my life I have done all I 
can to demonstrate that way of peace, 
the way of love and nonviolence, is the 
more excellent way. Now it is your turn 
to let freedom ring.”   

- John Lewis  

  

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke,  
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

On March 7, 
2020, Pope 
Francis 
announced that 
the topic of the 
16th Ordinary 
Synod of 
Bishops would 

be “Synodality.” The theme of the 
Synod is “communion, participation, 
and mission” for a synodal Church. 
“Synod” means “traveling together. In 
his recent book, Let Us Dream (2020), 
Pope Francis said that the goal of 
synodality, or “walking together,” is 
“not so much to forge agreement as 
to recognize, honor, and reconcile 
differences on a higher plane where 
the best of each can be retained.” He 
continued, “In the dynamic of the 
synod, differences are expressed, 
polished until you reach, if not 
consensus, a harmony that holds on 
to the sharp notes of its differences 
(pp. 80-81).”

In other words, the process of 
synodality, in which the Church listens 
to her parishioners as they are 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, is not to 
gloss over the differences among us, 
nor is it to allow those differences to 
tear us apart. Francis wrote: “The 
synod experience allows us to walk 
together not just in spite of our 
differences, but seeking the truth and 
taking on the richness of the polar 
tensions at stake (p. 81).”

There are three stages in the process 
of synodality. The first stage is 
preparation, which begins this month. 
It is a stage in which each parish in 
each diocese examines what it means 
to journey together and how this is 
happening, or should be happening, in 
our local church. We must use the 
sensitive ear of discernment to 
determine what steps the Holy Spirit 
is inviting us to take in order to grow 
in our journey together. Pastoral 
planning that the parish pastoral 
council writes after a series of 
in-depth conversations with 
parishioners is a crucial part of this 

process. The second stage of 
synodality occurs when the bishops 
gather in Rome in 2023. This will be 
the “celebration” stage. The final 
stage will be implementation of the 
findings that emerge from these 
encounters.

This undertaking in the life of the 
church should not be one where we 
repeat tired and empty cliches. We 
should be open to the many ways that 
the Holy Spirit will surprise us. Pope 
Francis wrote, “The harmony that 
results [from drawing out the 
different voices and experiences in 
our parish life] can be complex, rich, 
and unexpected (p. 81).” He added 
that it is the Holy Spirit who brings 
harmony to the diverse experiences 
within the Catholic Church.

The Church should be a model for the 
world in terms of how we encounter 
each other through all our 
differences. “This synodal approach,” 
Francis wrote, “is something our 
world now badly needs. Rather than 
seeking confrontation … with each 
side hoping to defeat the other, we 
need processes that allow differences 
to be expressed, heard, and left to 
mature in such a way that we can 
walk together without needing to 
destroy anyone.” He added, “Lasting 
peace is about creating and 
maintaining the process of mutual 
listening (p. 81).”

Fr. David Taylor

In the Jewish 
tradition the symbol 
of the cup often was 
used to explain the 
challenges of life. It 
became a powerful 
image in interpreting 
both the sadness 

and joy in life. Life can be full of joy and 
happiness as well as one full of pain 
and sadness. These different realities 
are never separated. Life is full of both 
the bitter and the sweet.

In the gospel James and John were 
seeking the power and the glory with-
out the cross which comes naturally in 
following Jesus. They were looking for 
the kingdom without paying the price. 
They sought the kingdom of this world, 
but Jesus was asking them to follow 
him to Jerusalem. But real glory comes 
with sacrifice, suffering, and the 
willingness to go the extra mile for 
others.

In our own lives we never know from 
day to day what the cup of life will 
offer us. We follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus on a journey often filled with 
sadness, pain, and death. The disciples, 
as well as ourselves, are often afraid of 
this challenge. Every day we must 
commit ourselves to his will be done, 
and not our own. There is a reason why 
we do not know in advance what the 
cup of life will offer us. We walk by 
faith in the blessed assurance of 
reaching the kingdom.

Jesus shared the cup of life with his 
apostles on the night before he died. 
We are reminded of this in every mass 
we attend. The next day Jesus shared 
our own humanity in asking if his cup 
of suffering could be removed. But he 
did this for our sake. Jesus taught a 
profound lesson. We can both have 
courage and be afraid at the same 
time. We can carry on despite the great 
cost of discipleship. And this can 
strengthen our entire faith community.

Bible Study with 
Fr. Matthew

Thursdays at 
7 pm on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.or .

To register, visit 
https://sbtmparishp h.com/

bible-study
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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