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Mass Schedule  
Sunday  10:30 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

Adoration 
Thursday  10:00 am 
       

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     OCTOBER 24, 2021  ●  THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 

Gloria Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 

Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship OCTOBER 17 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,462.00 $255.00 $245.00 

Mass Intentions 

October 24 11:00 am 
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David H. Taylor 
 

Bernadette Tossou 

(Justin and Adrienne Ebo) 

October 31 11:00 am 
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Bernadette Tossou 

(Justin and Adrienne Ebo) 
Christian Mothers’/Women’s Guild 

 
An invitation of welcome to women of all ages, from young adults 

to those seasoned with age and wisdom, and women who are    
married, single, and divorced.  

 
We invite you to join us at 10 am on the first Sunday of each 

month for the Christian Mothers’/Women’s Guild meeting in the 
church sacristy. Please join us for prayer, discussion on how we can 
better support our spiritual lives as women, and affirm families in 

the parish.  

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guests on 
October 24 will be Sr. John Ann Mulhern, Principal, and Samantha 
Beal, Communications Director, of Butler Catholic School.  

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Upcoming… 

There will be a 7pm Mass at St. Benedict 
the Moor on All Saints Day, Monday,        

November 1, and a 7pm Mass on Tuesday, 
November 2 for All Souls Day.  

This Weekend we celebrate 
World Mission Sunday. Pope Francis      
invites the entire Church to support      

mission dioceses in Africa, Asia, the Pacific 
Islands, and parts of Latin America and 

Europe, where priests, religious, and lay 
leaders, serve the world’s most vulnerable         

communities. Please keep the Pope’s     
missions in your prayers and be generous 

in this week’s second collection for the                                      
Society for the Propagation of the Faith. 

 

blackfacts.com 
Black Facts — Oct 24 
“On October 24, 1964, the African nation 
of Zambia, formerly known as Rhodesia, 
gained its independence from Great   
Britain. Kenneth Kaunda, the country’s 
first president, proclaimed one-party rule 
at independence. Their independence 
came four years after the famous speech 
“The winds of change” by British Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan. The country’s 
independence came ten months after the 
collapse of the Federation of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland, with Northern Rhodesia 
becoming the Republic of Zambia.”  

St. Benedict the Moor  

Display Case 

 

Please check out the display case. We have 
great items, and if you are looking for anything 
special, we may be able to assist you. Please see 
Theresa Orlando for more information.  

Thank you.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

I Want to See!  

When I was in Middle School and High 
School, I had a little grass cutting  
business in my local neighborhood of 
Carrick/Overbrook. One of my  
customers was a neighbor who lived up 
the street from me, Mrs. Zimmerman, 
who was blind. This elderly blind lady 
was always very welcoming to me and 
often after I finished cutting the grass, 
she would invite me into her home to 
have some iced tea and cookies. Despite 
being blind, she was always joyful and 
full of faith. I have many fond memories 
of Mrs. Zimmerman! 
 
This weekend we celebrate the Thirtieth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. The readings 
focus on turning negative situations into 
positive ones and seeing the good 
around us.  
 
In the First Reading from Jeremiah, we 
read how a prophet invites a weary  
people to rejoice. God is leading them 
home back to the Promised Land. God 
will be the one who consoles the people 
guiding them on a level road that leads 
directly from Babylon to their home-
land. Although they were like rebellious 
children, their heavenly father still  
regards them as his first born, worthy of 
an inheritance only heaven can provide.  
 
In the Second Reading to the Hebrews, 
we continue to read how Jesus is the 
high priest and God the Father glorified 
Jesus and declared him to be his only 

begotten Son and a priest forever,  
according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 
In the Gospel of Mark, we read how 
Jesus heals Bartimaeus, a beggar who is 
physically blind. Bartimaeus knows that 
Jesus is the Son of David, the Messianic 
title for Jesus, and he believes Jesus can 
heal him of his blindness. Not only does 
Jesus acknowledge Bartimaeus’ plea for 
help, but he also actually calls the blind 
beggar to come to him. Bartimaeus 
wants to see! It is his faith that makes 
this miracle happen. Immediately he 
receives his physical sight and follows 
Jesus. Though Bartimaeus may be  
physically blind, spiritually he sees very 
clearly. Bartimaeus joined a sizeable 
group of others following Jesus. 
 
It is not easy to be a Christian in today’s 
world. With so many distractions and 
noise in our world that can sometimes 
pull us away from the Lord, Jesus  
continues to heal and guide us through 
the Sacraments especially the Eucharist, 
Reconciliation, and the Sacrament of 
Anointing.  
 
Jesus made time to encounter a “social 
outcast” who was on the margins and 
desperate for help. We are called to 
encounter each person as they truly are, 
a beloved child of God. Just as Jesus’ 
compassion and love transformed  
Bartimaeus’ life and put it on a new 
path, we can be healed and redeemed 
though his compassionate love.  
 
On this World Mission Sunday, we join 
all Christians knowing like the first  
followers of Jesus, they could not  
remain silent about what they had 
heard, and went out and spread the 
Good News with their words and their 
very lives. Like the blind Bartimaeus, we 
cry out in faith claiming Jesus as our 
savior and embrace the new life he  
graciously gives. 
 
Our second collection this weekend is to 
help the Missions. Please be as  
generous as possible.  
 

Diocese of Pittsburgh Synodality 

Last Sunday we celebrated a Mass of the 
Holy Spirit at St. Benedict the Moor as 
well as the Diocese of Pittsburgh at  
St. Paul Cathedral in Oakland as the  
Diocese kicked off a year of Synodality. 
Pope Francis announced the theme of 
the Synod is “communion, participation, 
and mission.” Each Parish in each  
diocese will examine what it means to 
journey together and what should be 
happening in our local church. Over the 
next several months the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh will be issuing resources on 
how each parish will participate in the 
Synod. Our Pastoral and Finance  
Councils along with the parishioners will 
be asked to examine our experiences as 
a community of faith as we pray to the 
Holy Spirit to lead us in making this next 
year a time of growth and renewal in 
our parish and diocese  
 
Looking Ahead 

Mary Lou Williams’ Mass of Peace 
(Mary Lou’s Mass) Concert - Sunday, 
October 24, 2021, Sacred Heart Church 
of St. Jude Parish in Shadyside at 7pm 
featuring Deanna Witkowski, Pianist and 
Mary Lou Williams Biographer. There is 
a $20 suggested donation.  
 
Something to Think About… 

“I have seen the Lord.”    
- St. Mary Magdalene  

 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Last weekend 
during Masses 
across the 
Diocese of 
Pittsburgh we 
called on the Holy 
Spirit to guide us 
through the 
process of 

synodality, which is when the pilgrim 
people of God “travel together” in prayer, 
listening, and dialogue. The parish 
pastoral council will have a special role to 
play in this process. They will ask us to 
recall our experiences together as a 
community of faith. They will examine 
these experiences in greater depth, asking 
what joys these experiences bring us and 
what difficulties and obstacles we have 
encountered along the way. They will also 
ask what insights these experiences elicit 
from us. Finally, they will inquire as to 
where the Holy Spirit is leading and what 
the Spirit asks of us.

Synodality is a process of building 
relationships in our parish. Rafael Luciani, 
a theologian who was appointed to advise 
the Theological Commission of the 
General Secretariat for the Synod of 
Bishops described the process this way:

Synodality demands that we listen and 
engage in dialogue to establish binding 

relationships that build church. ‘Binding’ 
means ‘mutual need,’ as Lumen Gentium

reminds us. It is more than collecting opin-
ions or running surveys. Synodality is an 
invitation to foster processes of conver-
sion as we listen to one another and to 

the larger society while reading the signs 
of the times together.

The process of synodality acknowledges 
that the Church that teaches must also be 
a Church that listens. In listening, the 
Church acknowledges that while the 
clergy are gifted in instruction and 
liturgical worship as well as administering 
the sacraments, it is the laity, with their 
first-hand and practical experience and 
expertise, that will be most effective in 
discerning how Church teachings and 
prayers are to be carried out in the 
everyday world.

Bishop Robert Barron touched in this topic 
as flowing logically from Vatican II in a 
recent video conversation with legal 
scholar, political philosopher, and public 
intellectual Robert George:

[Our] failure is [not implementing] the 
great teaching of Vatican II which is that 

lay people are to go out into the world as 
salt, and leven, and light. The secular or-

der is the order of the laity. Great Catholic 
lawyers, politicians, writers, parents, com-

municators, etc., are called not to keep 
faith to themselves as their own private 
hobby, but to witness to ... objective val-
ues that have transformed our lives ... If 
we allow the fallen culture to take hold 
and we just retreat into privacy, that’s a 

tragedy and it’s not the Vatican II vision at 
all. Vatican II is to bring the light to the 
nations … lay people have an extraordi-

nary responsibility because [as a bishop] I 
can’t go into the legal realm the way you 
can. I can’t go into education the way you 

can. I can’t go into communication the 
way you can … that’s what’s going to 

transform society.    -- “Conversations at 
the Crossroads” video with Bishop Barron 

and Robert George, Word of Fire
08/10/2021 (29:45).

The theological basis for the process of 
synodality is the common dignity of all the 
baptized, the co-responsibility of the 
faithful for the mission of Christ entrusted 
to the Church, the various charisms given 
to all members of the Church for building 
up the Body of Christ and manifesting and 
extending the Kingdom of God, and the 
ordering of these charisms within the 
hierarchical communion of the Church. 
The method for carrying out this process 
should be centered in prayer, listening, 
dialogue, analysis, discernment, and 
advisement on pastoral decisions. This is 
an historic and exciting time in the life of 
our church.

Fr. David Taylor

I once had the 
opportunity to meet a 
man who had a gift of 
singing and storytell-
ing. He would some-
times be invited to 

sing at funerals and other religious 
events. He was blind and could often be 
found singing and having a cup for 
donations and offerings. He was friendly 
and known to others as a source of 
encouragement and hope. In addition to 
being a person in need, he had a lot to 
offer others. He could offer a kind of 
consolation so often lacking today. You 
could say he was ministering to others.

The blind man in the gospel, Bartimaeus, 
was the kind of person who could bring 
others to faith. For Jesus, every 
opportunity of healing was also a 
teaching moment about faith and hope. 
Many, however, saw the blind man as an 
inconvenience and hindrance, but it was 
to such individuals that Christ referred to 
in his teaching about discipleship. He 
knew that in restoring sight to 
Bartimaeus he could help cure the 
spiritual blindness of many around him.

We never know in life when the tables 
may be turned, and we become the one 
who begs on the streets. I do think Jesus 
offered this kind of suffering as a means 
of bringing people to the care and 
concern of others. As we enter this 
special time of Synodality there will be 
many opportunities for us to reevaluate 
how ministry of service must have a 
major role in the church. Much of the 
work must and should be carried out by 
lay ministers. This is the desire of Pope 
Francis, and it should be our own.

Bible Study with 
Fr. Matthew

Thursdays at 
7 pm on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.or .

To register, visit 
https://sbtmparishp h.com/

bible-study
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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