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Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Edward Davis 

Gloria Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 

Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Vincent Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship OCTOBER 24 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,088.00 $53.00 $417.44 

Mass Intentions 

October 31 11:00 am 
Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Bernadette Tossou+ 

(Justin and Adrienne Ebo) 

November 7 11:00 am 
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David H. Taylor 
 

Bernadette Tossou+ 

(George and Adrienne Ebo) 

“Black and Catholic – the Impact on the Identity of                      
Black Americans and on the Culture of the Church” 

A presentation by Fr. Matthew Hawkins on exploring cultural and 
religious identities while finding spiritual growth amidst diverse  
issues.  Wednesday, November 3, at 7 pm via Zoom. The talk is 
sponsored by the Association of Pittsburgh Priests and is free.                                                              

To register visit: https://www.associationofpittsburghpriests.com/ 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guests on 
November 7th will be Audrey Bowser, Principal, and Andrew Weldon, 
Fifth Grade Teacher, of Saint Benedict the Moor School.   

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Correction… 

There will not be a Mass at St. 
Benedict the Moor on All Saints 

Day, Monday November 1.  

However, there will be a 6:30pm 
Mass on Tuesday, November 2 

for All Souls Day with                  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins. 

Thank You 

Vagabond Missions Update 
We are so thankful for the staff and parishioners here for allowing us to use the         

basement this past year as a temporary home for us to meet with our teens. We have 
had so many incredible moments with the teens of the Hill District that would not have 

been possible without your “yes” to this mission and your generous hospitality. On     
October 1st, we will officially move into our new Underground located on Fifth Avenue in 
Uptown, and have been busy working on renovations and painting. Even in the midst of 

the construction, we have been able to welcome an average of twelve teens each 
Wednesday night for Breakout, and on Tuesday afternoons for a time of community. Our 
biggest need right now is donations of meals, snacks, drinks, and other supplies such as 
cleaning supplies, paper plates, cups, etc. If you are able to help the mission in this way, 
please contact Lauren Koath at laurenk@vagabondmissions.com  or at 214-557-8487. 

Thank you!  

blackfacts.com 

Black Facts — 
Oct 31  
• Singer and actress, Ethel 

Waters was born in 1896 

• Jennifer Hoston, the first 
Black “Miss World” was born 
in 1947 

• Earl Francis Lloyd was the 
first African-American to play 
in an NBA game on October 
31, 1950 

Faith Direct  

September  October 

$1,395.37  $1,224.32 

Christian Mothers/Women’s Guild 
 

All women, single and married, are 
invited to attend the November 
7 Christian Mothers/Women’s 
Guild meeting at 10 am in the    

sacristy.  Join us for prayer and  
discussion on how we may support 
families and the parish.  We pray 
for one another, families, friends, 

sick and shut-ins, loss and   
bereavement, the world. Come, 

bring your hopes, joys,  
concerns and thanksgiving.   

 
Thank You!  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Love God, Love Neighbor!  

This weekend we celebrate the Thirty-
First Sunday in Ordinary Time. The  
readings focus on loving God and loving 
our neighbor. 
 
In the First Reading from Deuteronomy, 
we read how Moses gives the people of 
Israel the key to living a long life in the 
promised land. Moses emphasizes to 
them how crucial it is for them to  
remain faithful to their covenant bond 
with God if they engage in idolatry,  
replacing God with other interests, this 
risk losing all that matters. The people of 
Israel have every incentive to love the 
Lord God, never allowing anything else 
to replace God in their hearts.  
 
In the Second Reading to the Hebrews, 
we continue to read how Jesus is the 
high priest and offered the perfect  
sacrifice for our salvation. On the cross 
he offered himself once for all for the 
salvation of all people. 
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus declares 
that the greatest commandment of the 
Torah is loving God totally and loving 
one’s neighbor as oneself. A scribe, 
which is someone well trained in  
interpreting the Jewish law, comes to 
Jesus with a question; “which is the first 
of all the commandments?” Bringing 
together the two commandments of 
loving God, and loving neighbor, Jesus 
offers a clear way of interpreting  
numerous laws to follow his teaching 

into God’s laws for his people. Instead of 
being tricked into blasphemy, Jesus 
helps the scribe understand how his 
teaching fits into God’s laws for the  
people. God’s command to love 
challenges us to put him first and to love 
our neighbor as ourselves. The scribe is 
very pleased with Jesus’ response and 
Jesus tells him that he is not far from the 
kingdom of God. Jesus does not say this 
to any other scribe throughout his  
ministry.  
 
Those who love God with heart, soul, 
and mind, have clearly made God’s law 
a part of their very being. If the law is 
embraced this way, it becomes less  
burdensome. 
 

Mabel Grammar Mural Dedication 

On Wednesday, October 20, Bishop  
Zubik, Fr. David Taylor, Fr. Matthew 
Hawkins, and I participated in a special 
mural dedication and blessing ceremony 
at St. Benedict the Moor School. The 
students performed special African  
music and a slideshow was presented 
telling the wonderful life story of Mabel 
Grammar who helped save over five 
hundred children. ACH Clear Pathways 
and our St. Benedict the Moor students 
did a wonderful job painting the mural 
over the summer, which is located on 
the second floor of the school building. 
Special thanks to parishioner Tom Reiter 
for making this project possible.  
 
Thank You 

Special thanks to all who attended the 
weekend of Mary Lou Williams events 
held at St. Benedict the Moor Church 
last Saturday evening, October 23, and 
at Sacred Heart Church of St. Jude Parish 
in Shadyside last Sunday, October 24, 
which featured Deanna Witkowski,  
Pianist and Mary Lou Williams  
biographer. We were very pleased to 
host the event last Saturday evening. 
There were many parishioners and 
guests who attended both events. 
 
All Saints Day 

Please note that because All Saints Day 

falls on a Monday this year, it is NOT a 
Holy Day of Obligation.   
All Saints Day- Monday, November 1.  
Masses will be: 

• 9am—St. Bede—Point Breeze 

• Noon—Mother of Good Counsel—
Homewood 

*Please note because it is not a Holy 
Day of Obligation this year, there will 
not be a 6:30pm evening mass. * 
 
All Souls Day Memorial Mass 

An All Souls Memorial Mass will be held 
Tuesday, November 2nd at 6:30pm at 
St. Benedict the Moor. Families that 
have lost a loved one during the past 
year have received an invitation to 
attend as well as the public. Special  
Memorial Candles will be available to 
purchase for a donation of $5.00.  
 

Thanksgiving Day 

Thanksgiving Day—Thursday, November 
25th, Mass will be held at 11am at  
St. Benedict the Moor Church with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins. 
 
Catholic Education Plus 

Tune into KDKA Radio 1020FM or 
100.1FM next Sunday, November 7 at 
6:30am for my radio program Catholic 
Education Plus. My guest will be Audrey 
Bowser principal of St. Benedict the 
Moor School and Andrew Weldon, the 
Fifth Grade Teacher.  
 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Ignatius Peter Roach 
who is being Baptized this weekend! 
 

Something to Think About… 

Remember to consider only Christ in 
the person of the poor, serve them  
always as you would serve Christ  
himself.  

- St. Joan Antide-Thouret 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Fr. Michael Sedor 
and Ellen Maday, 
the co-chairs 
facilitating the 
synodal process in 
the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, spoke 

to priests and deacons about what this 
process should look like. Sedar and Mady 
spoke during the Clergy Convocation of 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh at Saint Paul 
Seminary in Crafton on October 21.

Pope Francis initiated the process of 
synodality in 2020 by reminding us that 
“the church that teaches” must also 
become a church that listens. The formal 
process of synodality is developing in 
three stages. The first stage focuses on 
“preparation” which is taking place 
between now and March of 2022. This is a 
stage in which Catholics around the world 
gather in their parishes to discuss with 
one another their journey of faith and 
where the Holy Spirit is leading them. 
Pope Francis is stressing that these 
gatherings should make a special effort to 
include those who no longer practice the 
Catholic faith. Their voices are important 
to this process.

The second stage is a “celebration,” which 
will take place during the gathering of 
bishops at the Vatican in 2023. This 
celebration will give bishops an 
opportunity to contrast and compare the 
experiences of Catholics around the world 
and to find out what challenges they face 
as well as what inspires them.

The final stage will be one in which the 
Church will implement what she has 
learned. This will occur in the midst of 
continued listening, prayer, analysis, and 
discernment. The practice of synodality, 

however, will not end with the synod in 
2023. Synodality is how we walk together 
as a community of faith.

Sedor and Maday described the Synod’s 
theme as: “communion, participation, and 
mission.” They pointed out that the heart 
of the synodal process is listening. The 
objective is not to reach a predetermined 
goal or a particular and specific reform 
within the Church; rather, it is to collate 
the experiences of the people of faith 
while listening for guidance from the Holy 
Spirit. From such “collated experiences” 
will emerge continuity and change, but it 
is important for the faithful not to enter 
this process with closed minds or fixed 
opinions and expectations for a set of 
outcomes against which they will measure 
the success or failure of the synod.

In 2019, the preacher for the papal 
household, Raniero Cantalamessa, during 
his retreat with American bishops invited 
them to “imagine the barque of Saint 
Peter not as a rowboat driven by their 
efforts, but a sailboat carried along by the 
winds of the Holy Spirit (Austen Ivereigh, 
Wounded Shepherd, page 148).” 

During Pentecost we cry out: “Lord, send 
out your Spirit, and renew the face of the 
earth.” We rely on the Holy Spirit, the 
“Breath of Reconciliation,” to unite us as a 
parish that is rich in diversity and capable 
of addressing the complexities of our 
times. Synodality is about encounters, 
relationships, and bringing a pastoral 
presence to the world. This is the 
adventure and challenge that awaits us.

Fr. David Taylor

There is a saying "so 
near but so far
away”. When we 
look at the two Great 
Commandments, we 
must come to terms 
with a way of life 
which leads us on a 

lifetime journey where we never fully 
arrive. We often look at life as a set of 
maximums and minimums as to how we 
must live. But following Christ can never 
be reduced to these limits.

Jesus tells the lawyer that he is not far 
from the kingdom, but that he will 
never arrive on self-reliance alone. Our 
life begins and ends with a journey 
where we walk with others looking for 
mutual support and accepting our 
weaknesses and limitations. 

Often our biggest challenge is in 
accepting the fact that we can never 
separate love of God from love 
neighbor. The love of God is nearly 
impossible for us to fully understand. 
Our love of neighbor can become the 
most viable test of how we indeed love 
God. This love has to be far more than 
emotion. It has to be proven by how we 
live our lives and how we set our 
priorities.

The books of Deuteronomy and 
Leviticus both bring the two command-
ments together. The promises God 
made to his people were always 
conditional on the laws of the covenant. 
Often our most significant struggles 
come when we try to limit our love and 
concern to our "inner circle”. We often 
limit our priorities to people and events 
most near to us and easily forget the 
suffering and pain that we only see from 
a distance. We will never fully 
understand what unconditional love is. 
But since we are on a journey, we learn 
with others who face the same 
limitations.

Hopefully as we become more involved 
in the work of Synod, we will be more 
aware of these challenges and how we 
can work together for the Kingdom that 
we all seek.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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