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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

NOVEMBER 7, 2021 



2     NOVEMBER 7, 2021  ●  THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 

James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship OCTOBER 31 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,254.00 $319.00 $800.00 

Mass Intentions 

November 7 11:00 am 
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David H. Taylor 
 

Bernadette Tossou+ 

(George and Adrienne Ebo) 

November 14 11:00 am 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Matthew Patterson+ 

(Keith and Brenda Younger) 

Micha 6:8                                                                                               
“...act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God…” 

In recognition of National Black Catholic History Month     
during November, the Diocesan National Black Catholic    
Congress Team-PGH will sponsor vaccination clinics in          

St. Benedict the Moor and St. Mary Magdalene parishes at 
the Food Bank Distribution sites. 

 
All COVID vaccines and the booster, as well as the FLU      

vaccine will be available to be given to any parishioner,   
community member, and those coming to the Food Bank. 

The SBTM vaccination clinic will be Wednesday, November 
10th during the hours of 10 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

Please bring your vaccination record card to assure your 
complete health record keeping! 

 
You may also pre-register online:                                        

https://vax4.alleghenycounty.us/patient/s/  

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guests    
today,  November 7th will be Audrey Bowser, Principal, and Andrew 
Weldon, Fifth Grade Teacher, of Saint Benedict the Moor School.   

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

blackfacts.com 

Black Facts — Nov 7 On Nov. 7, 1876 Edward Alexander 

Bouchet became the first African American to earn a doctorate degree 

in the United States. Born in 1852 in New Haven, Connecticut, Edward 

Alexander Bouchet graduated valedictorian from Hopkins Grammar 

School in 1870. That same year, he began his studies at Yale University. 

He completed his bachelor's degree in 1874. Bouchet made history 

two years later, becoming the first African American to earn a           

doctorate degree in the United States. After earning his doctorate in 

physics, he taught at the School for Colored Youth in Philadelphia for 

more than 25 years. He died in 1918. 

This week  

the Sanctuary Candle 

 is lit in Remembrance of 

Helen Smith by George 

Smith 
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Pastor’s Note  

 

Little Things Add Up to Mean A Lot!  

One of the joys of being Pastor of  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish is  
randomly calling parishioners to check in 
on them to say hello. Especially the 
homebound who I know look forward to 
a phone call. One of our parishioners 
said to me, “Fr. Tom, I say a prayer for 
you daily and offer a rosary for your 
intentions. I may not be able to  
contribute much due to my limited  
resources, but still love my parish and 
love my faith.”  
 
This weekend we celebrate the  
Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time. 
The readings this weekend focus on  
giving and hospitality. 
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Kings, we read how the word of God 
gives life even where resources of this 
world seem limited. God has command-
ed a non-Jew, poor widow, to feed a 
prophet. In biblical times widows were 
among the poorest of the poor. Not only 
did a widow lose her husband if he died 
first, but she lost her source of income, 
her economic security, and often  
whatever wealth her family had due to 
inheritance laws.  
 
This widow’s faith is so strong, that she 
agrees to use her few resources to feed 
the prophet first, trusting there will be 
enough remaining to feed herself and 
her son. Elijah’s task as a prophet is to 
teach people that the God of Israel is 

the source of life. 
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus criticizes 
the behavior of the hypocritical scribes 
while pointing out the authentic  
generosity of a poor widow contributing 
to the temple treasury. Jesus points to a 
poor widow who offers a few cents and 
sees that her contribution is more than 
the rich people offer. The woman in the 
Gospel is like the widow Zarephath in 
the First Reading, who gave her last 
scrap of flour and oils to the prophet 
Elijah. Both readings illustrate the  
genuine self-sacrificing nature of giving.  
 
Many scribes were model lawyers who 
interpreted the scriptures honestly and 
faithfully. They were dedicated to  
helping the Jewish faithful to  
understand the Torah. The corrupt 
scribes represent everything an  
authentic scribe should not be. They 
focus on themselves, their honor, glory, 
and sense of self-importance.  
 
No matter how much or how little we 
have, God calls us all to give our entire 
lives to God. God calls all of us to  
meaningful and mindful giving.  
 
As we start the month of November and 
soon celebrate Thanksgiving, what are 
some things in our life we can let go of 
that is preventing us from becoming 
closer to someone or to God. What are 
some gifts and talents we have that we 
can give back to our parish?  
 
The month of November is traditionally 
a month to remember our loved ones 
who have gone home with the Lord. At 
every Mass during this month, we will 
offer our prayers for the names of our 
loved ones who are listed on the  
Memorial Board on the altar and the 
names listed in the Book of  
Remembrance.  
 
Please feel free to inscribe names of 
your loved ones in our Book of  
Remembrance located up front on the 
right side of the altar.  

Black Catholic History Month 

Throughout the month of November, 
we will be celebrating Black Catholic 
History Month with various events and 
presentations. This weekend at the 
11am mass members of the Diocesan 
National Black Catholic Congress  
Leadership Team- Pittsburgh will be  
presenting a check to the parish for a 
Black Catholic College Freshman from 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish and a  
donation to the Sunday School Religious 
Education Program. We thank them for 
their generosity. The Congress will also 
be meeting immediately after mass in 
church.  
 
The Congress Leadership Team will be 
hosting a vaccination clinic at  
St. Benedict the Moor Church for the Hill 
District Community this coming 
Wednesday, November 10 during  
regular Food Bank Hours.  
 
Thanksgiving Day 

Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 
25 Mass will be held at 11am at  
St. Benedict the Moor Church with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins. 
 
Happy Veterans Day this coming  
Thursday! Thank you to all our men and 
women who have served in our Armed 
Forces. God Bless America! 
 

Something to Think About… 

“We must speak to them with our 
hands before we speak to them with 
our lips.”    

- St. Peter Claver 
 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Fr. Tom Burke 

Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

A few weeks ago, 
I quoted Bishop 
Robert Barron 
who said that it 
is the lay people 
who are to “go 
out into the 
world as salt, and 

leaven, and light.” Bishop Barron 
continued, “The secular order is the 
order of the laity.” This suggests that lay 
people within the church have a 
vocation that runs parallel to that of 
members of a religious order. The 
notion that the secular order is the 
order of the laity, is consistent with the 
Church’s understanding that there is a 
“universal call to holiness” among the 
baptized. Laypeople have spiritual work 
to be done that is not very different 
from the spiritual work that members of 
a religious order such as the Jesuits, 
Benedictines, Carmelites, or Franciscans 
have to do. We are all called to 
evangelize our social and cultural 
environment. We are called to sanctify 
the world, but we do this in different 
ways. 

To evangelize our social and cultural 
environment does not necessarily mean 
that we have to argue with people about 
the doctrines of our faith. It is important 
to meet people where they are. Few 
people who do not practice the Catholic 
faith will benefit from a crash course in 
Catholic apologetics. Instead, we 
evangelize the culture the way 
Flannery O’Connor, Mary Lou Williams, 
Dorothy Day, Sister Thea Bowman, 
Thomas Merton, Mabel Grammer, 
Walker Percy, and many others did. We 
evangelize the culture by infusing it with 
values that reflect the sacramental 
nature of all creation and the dignity of 
the human person in the image of God. 

This does not mean that we ignore the 
ugliness that is in the world. Flannery 
O’Connor was fond of reminding us that 
God works out our salvation through our 
weaknesses and our imperfections. God 
works through our deformities, our 
depravity, and our madness as well as 
through our truthfulness, our beauty, 
and our goodness. We must be 
prepared to put all of these things on 
the table. This is one of the reasons why 

we have the sacrament of “confession.”

Ultimately, the universal call to holiness 
should be expressed through our efforts 
to remind the world that even ordinary 
and everyday things that we take for 
granted are sacred. In fact, it is 
especially ordinary and everyday things 
that are sacred. Until we begin to see all 
of creation in this way we will never 
have a right relationship with the world 
and with each other.

A few weeks ago, I also quoted 
theologian Rafael Luciani, the advisor to 
the Theological Commission of the 
General Secretariat for the Synod of 
Bishops who described the synodal 
process as one in which we enter into 
“binding relationships” that build the 
Church. In other words, the synodal 
process is not one in which we gather 
information and data for its own sake; 
we do it so that we grow to know each 
other better and so that we can 
strengthen the grace that God has given 
to each of us.

Luciani described the synodal process as 
being an “invitation to foster processes 
of conversion as we listen to one 
another and to the larger society while 
reading the signs of the times together.” 
In other words, we must interpret 
current events and the times in which 
we are living, not for the sake of being 
political partisans but for the sake of 
transcending partisan politics so that we 
can live in solidarity with the exploited, 
the poor, the marginalized, the 
displaced, the outsiders, and the 
oppressed. It is not enough simply to 
fight for them or to give them charity, 
we must live in solidarity with them if 
we ourselves are not one of them in the 
first place.

The gospel calls us to the synodal 
process of embracing our vocation in the 
clergy, in a religious order, or in the 
secular order of the laity. The gospel 
calls us to pursue social and economic 
practices as though the dignity of 
human beings actually matters, as well 
as the resources of the earth and our 
natural environment. The gospel calls on 
us to live Eucharistically, with our hearts 
broken open, so that we recognize all of 
creation, including each other, as 
sacraments from God.

Fr. David Taylor

Many of you know 
that I come from a 
large family. We all 
converted to 
Catholicism around 
the same time. There 
were many occasions 
where we needed 

help and support from others. These 
difficult times taught us the necessity of 
sharing with others. We were never 
afraid to seek out help from our parish, 
and we also learned that a little can go a 
long way. We had our share of soups, 
spaghetti dishes, and stews. With God’s 
blessings, we never went hungry. I was 
always aware that there were many in 
more need than us. We would always 
invite others in need to a meal in our 
home.

Generosity, as I learned, must be a way 
of life. And those who have the least can 
often be the most generous. There are 
many who contribute to our food banks 
from what little they have, and we try to 
make sure that the food we provide is 
both healthy and nutritional. If you visit 
our foodbanks, you can see how true this 
is.

The two widows in the scriptures today 
came from very different circumstances. 
They were poor, generous, and 
welcoming to others. They realized that 
the little they had was indeed from the 
bounty of God, and so sharing was a way 
of life. The quality of our giving often 
means more than the quantity. We give 
of the best we have because this is what 
God does for all of us. What they gave 
was little but a major sacrifice for them. 
This is a spirit of discipleship.

During the month of November both 
St. Benedict the Moor and St. Mary 
Magdalene parishes are celebrating Black 
Catholic History Month. This is a special 
opportunity to celebrate the many 
contributions African Americans have 
made to our Catholic faith. I remember 
when the observance began. It is an 
opportunity to lift up the faith 
communities where we live and serve. 
This observance is being celebrated by 
Catholic parishes throughout the 
country. We are happy to participate.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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