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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Edward Davis 

Gloria Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 

Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 

Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship NOVEMBER 7 

Offertory PSP Special  
Collections 

$5,583.00 $420.00 $1,194.00 

Mass Intentions 
November 14 11:00 am 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Matthew Patterson+ 
(Keith and Brenda Younger) 

November 21 11:00 am 
Feast of Christ the King 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Towanda Adams+ 
(Keith and Brenda Younger) 

Black Catholic History Facts 
 

• “There have been three African Popes in the Catholic Church. Pope 
Gelasius l, who was Pope from 1 March 492 to his death in 496, Pope 
Miltiades, who was Pope of the Catholic Church from 311 to his death 
in 314, and Pope Victor I was the first Bishop of Rome born in the   
Roman Province of Africa. Pope Victor is thought to have became 
Pope in 189.” 

• “Founded in 1842 by Henriette Delille and Juliette Gaudin in New    
Orleans, the Sisters of the Holy Family was the second religious order 
for Black women. The founders were free people of color. The order 
ministered to poor blacks, educating them, and tending to the sick. 
They were not allowed to wear their habits in public until 1872.” 

• “In 1916 the Georgia state legislature introduced a bill that prohibited 
White teachers from teaching Black students. Out of this situation, a 
community of Black sisters was formed to teach. In 1922 the sisters 
relocated to New York where they began educating local children. In 
1929 they became affiliated with the Franciscan Third Order,          
becoming the Franciscan Handmaids of the Most Pure Heart of Mary.”    

   
      

    
 

Radio Program, with  
Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest on    
November 21st will be Lauren Martin, Principal, at Seton La Salle High 
School in Mt. Lebanon.   

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Sunday School Schedule (November—January) 
November 14 – Regular Classes 
November 21 – Regular Classes 
November 28 – No Classes; Thanksgiving  
December 05– Regular Classes 
December 12– Regular Classes 
December 19– Regular Classes 
December 26– No Classes; Christmas Holiday 
January 02 – No Classes; New Year Holiday 
January 09 – Regular Classes 
January 16 – Regular Classes; First Penance Retreat, Parent must attend 
January 23 – Regular Classes 
January 30 – Regular Classes; Music Day 

Bible Study with Fr. Matthew 
Thursdays at 7 pm on Zoom.  

For Bible study videos visit our website: 
https://sbtmparishp h.com/bible-study-

videos 

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or          

mhawkins@diopitt.o . 

To register: see the Bible Study pa e on 
our website. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Have Hope!  

This weekend we celebrate the Thirty-
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. All the 
readings focus on “Apocalyptic”  
literature which talk about the end of 
time and speak of awakening and  
recognizing signs and symbols that calls 
us to be prepared. These words can  
covey power and glory, rather than fear, 
as the days of the Lord are upon us.  
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Daniel, we read how God assures the 
faithful people that they will rise from 
the dead on the last day. This is part of 
the vision the prophet Daniel has about 
the end of time. It introduces the belief 
in a resurrection of the dead. He has 
visions about the challenges his people 
will have to face in the future and  
assures them that God will protect them 
from harm. This message is especially 
comforting to the people during their 
struggle against oppression in the time 
of the Maccabees. In the Second  
Reading to the Hebrews, we read how 
Jesus offers the one perfect sacrifice 
that takes away sin.  
 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus warns the 
people to be prepared and be watchful 
for the coming of the Son of Man, for no 
one knows the day or the hour that 
event will happen. According to  
Scripture Scholars, chapter thirteen of 
Mark’s gospel is one of the most difficult 
chapters to understand and interpret 
with Jesus’ description of the  

destruction of Jerusalem’s temple. Jesus 
addresses what signs might be given 
indicating when and how this event will 
happen. The Apocalyptic readings of 
Daniel and Mark use such imagery to 
depict old ways destroyed and new ones 
beginning, which helps us to reflect on a 
call to repentance and renewal as we 
wind down the liturgical year and move  
toward the season of Advent. 
 
Renewal signals hope. This time of year, 
as the weather becomes colder, leaves 
change colors, and we wind down the 
year, this is a suitable time to reflect at 
how we have grown in our faith this 
year, let go of practices that no longer 
benefit us, and take on new ways of 
approaching God. We must learn to be 
awake to the presence of God in every 
moment, every thought, every action; 
every encounter with one person offers 
an opportunity to experience the love 
God present in the world. 
 
We read how the cosmic reversals will 
occur, the son of man will come in the 
clouds to gather the elect, and heaven 
and earth will pass away. But Jesus  
assures us that his words will not pass 
away, and the Father will be in control. 
This gospel tells us to expect the coming 
the son of man. For Christians, this  
expectation is a source of hope not 
death. 
 
As we start the month of November, 
and soon celebrate Thanksgiving, what 
are some things in our life we can let go 
of that is preventing us from becoming 
closer to someone or to God? What are 
some gifts and talents we have that we 
can give back to our parish?  
 

Rectory Offices and Classrooms 

Vagabond Ministries has officially 
moved out of the second floor of the  
St. Benedict the Moor Rectory and now 
have offices at the St. Stanislaus Rectory 
in the Strip District. Upon vacating the 
offices last week, we had Tarax Cleaning 
Services clean and sanitize the carpets 
and rooms, and now our Religious  

Education program can officially move 
in. In the next few weeks we also will 
have an office for the Religious  
Education Program and Chris Catone, 
our Director of Music, will now have an 
office.  
 
Birthday Reflection 

As I prepare to celebrate my 51st  
Birthday, Wednesday, November 24, I 
would like to pause and say thanks to 
my parents Bill and Marge for the gift of 
life! I am honored to be your Pastor 
here at St. Benedict the Moor Parish. 
 
Fr. David Taylor will be celebrating his 
birthday Thanksgiving Day, November 
25!  
 
Thanksgiving Day 

Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 
25, Mass will be held at 11am at  
St. Benedict the Moor Church with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins. 
 

 

Something to Think About… 

“It is not enough merely to exist. It’s 
not enough to say I do my work well. I 
am a good churchgoer. That’s all very 
well, but one must do something more. 
See always to do some good  
somewhere.”   

- Albert Schweitzer  
 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Fr. Tom Burke 

Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

As we approach 
the season of 
Advent, we 
could do a lot 
worse than 
spending time 
developing our 
ability to be still 
and silent, 

listening to the voice of God. Stillness, 
silence, and listening are at the heart 
of the synodal process that the 
Church is undertaking, and these 
things are also at the core of spiritual 
maturity. They run directly counter to 
our age of constant motion and end-
less chatter. We are living in an age 
when anxiety is widespread.

The anxiety of our times is palpable. It 
is fueled by our inability to be still and 
silent, but it is also exacerbated by the 
conditions in our social and natural 
environments. On the one hand, we 
face an ecological crisis in the form of 
global climate change, where we 
experience extreme weather events 
and none of us are prepared for the 
sharp fluctuations our weather brings. 
On the other hand, we face a 
biological crisis in the form of the 
global pandemic. The pandemic has 
made face-to-face encounters more 
difficult, and this has strained our 
relationships with one another. And it 
is not as though our social relation-
ships were not already strained; our 
reliance on digital intermediaries has 
reduced our capacity for authentic 
conversations. Our anxiety is 
heightened by our growing inability to 
listen to one another and hear each 
other out. In Fratelli Tutti: On Frater-
nity and Social Friendship, Pope Fran-
cis described the importance of 
listening and dialogue in this way:

The ability to sit down and listen to 
others, typical of interpersonal 

encounters, is paradigmatic of the 
welcoming attitude shown by those 

who transcend narcissism and accept 
others, caring for them and 

welcoming them into their lives. Yet 
today’s world is largely a deaf world … 

At times, the frantic pace of the 
modern world prevents us from 

listening attentively to what another 
person is saying. Halfway through, we 
interrupt him and want to contradict 
what he has not even finished saying. 
We must not lose our ability to listen. 
Saint Francis heard the voice of God, 

he heard the voice of the poor, he 
heard the voice of the infirm, and he 

heard the voice of nature. He made of 
them a way of life.... (FT, no. 48)

Stillness, silence, and listening are 
essential to our spirituality because 
they are essential to our ability to 
enter into the mystery of Christ. The 
noise that is all around us, and that is 
also in our heads, makes it difficult for 
us to discern the inner workings of 
God. Constant noise is symptomatic of 
a society that demands explicit 
answers to everything and has no 
tolerance for dwelling within the 
mysteries of life. Sometimes the 
question itself is the answer and we 
have to learn how to dwell in the 
inquiry. Often, silence is the key. The 
intolerance for mystery deprives life 
of meaning. Robert Cardinal Sarah put 
it this way: 

There is a real warning that our 
civilization needs to hear. If our 

intellects can no longer close their 
eyes, if we no longer know how to be 

quiet, then we will be deprived of 
mystery, of its light, which is beyond 

darkness, of its beauty, which is 
beyond all beauty. Without mystery, 

we are reduced to the banality of 
earthly things. (The Power of Silence: 
Against the Dictatorship of Noise, no. 

240)

In this season before Advent, and as 
the Church embarks on the path of 
synodality, let us learn how to be 
silent and still, let us learn how to 
appreciate the mysteries that cannot 
be put into words. Above all, let us 
build meaningful relationships with 
one another which begins by learning 
how to listen.

Fr. David Taylor

As we come near to 
the end of the 
church’s year, the 
scripture readings 
focus on the 
ultimate meaning of 
life and the 

transformation of our human existence. 
We only have so much time to prepare for 
this. Both Daniel and Mark speak of the 
essence of these realities. Christians in the 
Early Church believed that the "end" was 
near. But the gospels focused rather on 
how we live in preparation for the events. 
We should not be preoccupied with 
speculation. Living a life of discipleship is 
our best response. If we live this way, we 
do not need to focus on doom and 
gloom. 

As Christians we believe that the future 
holds a final major salvation event. We 
prepare for this each day. We anticipate a 
new beginning filled with joy and hope. 
This is a meaningful way to prepare for 
advent. If all of this is true, then our task is 
to keep hope alive. And this is often our 
greatest challenge. We often look at the 
world around us and see merely pain and 
suffering and signs of giving up. But this is 
a very narrow view of life. If we can see 
each day as a new opportunity with a new 
vision of the world as it should and could 
be, and adjust our life accordingly, then 
we can live without the constant burden 
of fear. 

Pope Francis has called us to a time of 
synodality. We all have the opportunity to 
renew ourselves and our church. This is an 
opportunity we do not want to take for 
granted. Yes, we can make a difference.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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