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Mass Schedule  
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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Stewardship NOVEMBER 14 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,709.21 $595.00 $2,088.00 

Mass Intentions 

November 21 11:00 am 
Feast of Christ the King 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Towanda Adams+ 

(Keith and Brenda Younger) 

November 28 11:00 am 
1st Sunday of Advent 
 

Fr. David H. Taylor 
 

Members and Families 

(St. Vincent de Paul) 

Black Catholic History Facts 
 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest today,    
November 21st will be Lauren Martin, Principal, at Seton La Salle High 
School in Mt. Lebanon.   

A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     
kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

The Cultural Action Team invites all to a lively discussion led 
by Fr. Matthew Hawkins on Pope Francis' 9 points on social justice, 

and Jose H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, views on social    
justice and race.  Monday, December 6 at 7 pm via Zoom.   

Please contact Linda Akins, lindadanza@verizon.net or Jennifer 
Gorske, jgorske@stmarymagpgh.org, for more information.  

Also, don’t forget, Bible Study at 7 pm on    
Thursdays with Fr. Matthew on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or mhawkins@diopitt.org. 

Thank You! 

The Diocesan National Black Catholic 
Congress Leadership Team—PGH, 

would like to give a huge THANK You to  
Allegheny County Health Department 
representatives, Victoria Cooper and 

Sharon Silvestri, for all of their           
assistance in coordinating and          

promoting our St. Benedict the Moor 
Food Pantry Vaccine Clinic. 

Each lady was a pleasant and             
welcoming presence as nearly TWO 

DOZEN people received their             
appropriate vaccinations. The shots 
were administered by parishioner   

Sharon Silvestri, retired County Nurse, 
who also provided our team contact 

for setting up dates and locations. 

Founded in 1829 in Baltimore, the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence was the first              

permanent community of Black religious 
women in the U.S.  It was established by its 
first superior, Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange, 

and Fr. James N. Joubert, SS.   

Mother Lange and the three women who 
initially joined her were of Haitian              

descent.  They formed St. Frances Academy, 
a free school for girls, and in 1852 opened a 

school for boys.  In 2004, Mother Lange’s 
cause for canonization was approved,    

thereby giving her the designation, “Servant 
of God,” on the pathway towards saint-

hood.  Read more about the Oblate Sisters 
on their website, www.oblatesisters.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Christ the King!  

This weekend we celebrate the  
Solemnity of Christ the King. This Feast 
Day is celebrated on the last Sunday of 
the Church Liturgical Year before the 
start of Advent. The readings this week-
end reveal that the fullness of Jesus’ 
kingdom will be seen only at the end of 
time. Christ the King invites us to discern 
Christ’s presence throughout the  
universe and in our own hearts.  
In our first reading from the Book of 
Daniel, we read how a servant of God 
receives dominion over all the nations of 
the world. The prophet Daniel foresees 
the coming of one who will have  
dominion over all people. God entrusts 
the Son of Man with kingship over all 
the nations of world.  
 
In the Second Reading from the Book of 
Revelation we read how Christ will take 
full possession of his kingdom only at 
the end of time. He came to free us 
from sin, and he will come again in glory 
for all the world to see. In the Gospel of 
John, we read how Jesus declares before 
Pilate that he is indeed a king, but his 
kingdom is not like the kingdom of this 
world.  
 
On this last Sunday of the Liturgical 
Year, and as we prepare for  
Thanksgiving and the Season of Advent, 
let us recognize the face of Christ in 
those around us by what we say and do. 
The more we live through the spirit of 
Christ, the more God lives in in us. 

Classroom/Office Update 

Vagabond Ministries has officially 
moved out of the second floor of the  
St. Benedict the Moor Rectory. In the 
next few weeks, we will be setting up an 
office for the Religious Education  
Program and for Chris Catone, our  
Director of Music.  
 
New Email Address for Chris Catone 

Please note our Director of Music, Chris 
Catone, has a new e-mail address  
music@sbtmparishpgh.com 
 

Parish Improvements 

Ruthrauff Services recently cleaned the 
two outdoor drains that were  
overflowing every time heavy rain would 
fall. The “upper drain” in the parking lot 
right hand corner, and the “lower drain” 
near the side door entrance of the 
church near the sidewalk of Centre  
Avenue were cleaned out. Extra soil and 
rocks that were found in both drains 
were recycled and put along the side of 
the church facing Crawford Square, 
which has seen soil erosion along the 
hillside over the years. Our drainage 
system will now improve greatly  
because of this clean up and also will 
prevent our church basement from 
flooding. 
 

Birthday Reflection 

As I prepare to celebrate my 51st  
Birthday, Wednesday, November 24, I 
would like to pause and say thanks to 
my parents Bill and Marge for the gift of 
life! I am honored to be your Pastor 
here at St. Benedict the Moor Parish. 
 
Fr. David Taylor will be celebrating his 
Birthday, Thanksgiving Day, November 
25!  
 
Thanksgiving Day 

Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 
25, Mass will be held at 11am at  
St. Benedict the Moor Church with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins. 
 
Joint Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting 

There will be a joint Pastoral and  
Finance Council meeting held on  
Sunday, December 5 after the 11am 
mass in the church sacristy. 
 

Financial Report 

Frank Grande, our Business Manager, 
and the Finance Council are preparing a 
parish financial report for the fiscal year, 
July 2020 to June 30, 2021. We will be 
publishing this report as an insert in the 
bulletin in the next few weeks. We  
appreciate the generosity that  
parishioners have made throughout the 
year even with the challenge of Covid. 
For a small personal parish for Black 
Catholics in the inner city, we are alive 
and continuing to spread the Good 
News! Without parishioners financially 
supporting the parish we would not be 
able to continue with the various  
improvement projects. We hope that 
contributions and Mass attendance  
improves, and the general economic 
situation normalizes.  
 

Second Collection 

The Second Collection next weekend is 
the 2021 Retirement Fund for Religious. 
Please be as generous as possible.  
 

Wedding Bells 

Congratulations to Annie Barnes and 
David Stover who are celebrating their 
wedding this weekend at St. Benedict 
the Moor Parish. 
 

Something to Think About… 

Each day is a step we make towards 
eternity, and we shall continue thus to 
step from day to day until we take that 
last step, which will bring us into the 
presence of God.  

- Venerable Catherine McAuley  
Founder of the Sisters of Mercy 

 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Fr. Tom Burke 

Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

November is 
Black Catholic 
History Month; 
this is a good 
time to reflect on 
what appeal 
Catholicism 
should have for 
more black 
Americans. 

Currently, only 3% of the total population 
of black Americans are Catholic. Only 5% 
of American Catholics are black 
Americans and many of that number are 
recent immigrants from Africa or the 
Caribbean. These low numbers are not 
good for the Catholic Church in the 
United States, and they are not good for 
black American families and 
communities. It doesn’t have to be this 
way.

The African American population is not a 
monolith, but a plurality.There is not one, 
single African American community but 
many different communities reflected by 
a variety of cultures and traditions. Most 
of the church-going black Americans are 
members of congregations in the 
Historically Black Protestant Tradition 
(HBPT), but those numbers have been in 
decline since the middle of the 20th 
century. Meanwhile, although the entire 
United States and the Western world in 
general is staggering under the burden of 
family disintegration and unraveling 
neighborhoods, these problems are much 
greater among black Americans. Anything 
that can help a population to address 
these needs will resonate well in these 
fragmented times. We should see a 
stronger Catholic presence among 
African Americans.

While black American communities are 
diverse, the common thread that runs 
through them is that there is a deep 
appreciation for the spiritual dimensions 
of our lives and it is deeply embedded in 
our culture to worship as a community. It 
has not been part of our culture to see 
religion as either an individual affair in 
terms of worship, or a private affair in 
terms of the role that religion should 
have in public life. This why the 
coordination of voices in acapella groups 
that sang “Negro Spirituals” were so 
effective in laying the groundwork of 
spiritual communion that was necessary 
to build African American communities 

after emancipation. It is also why many 
church-going people presented the 
moral questions posed by the 
abolitionist and civil rights movements in 
the public arena rather than believing 
that matters of faith should be kept 
private.

Today, young people, and many older 
ones as well, are searching for an 
encounter with Christ that speaks to the 
yearning within their souls. They search 
for religious expression that not only is 
spontaneous, but also has the discipline 
of ritual and liturgy. Young and older 
people also search for religious expres-
sion that is experienced in tangible ways, 
such as the sacraments. They search for 
religious expression that invites one to 
enter into the mystery of contemplative 
prayer, experienced during Holy Hour, 
and meditation on the mysteries of 
sacred scripture as is the practice of 
Lectio Divina and in praying the Rosary. 
Above all, young people search for 
coherent answers to the cries for social 
justice that can be found in 130 years of 
Catholic social teaching. The Catholic 
Church has much to offer African 
American communities.

Similarly, African American communities 
have much to offer the Catholic Church. 
At the heart of the logic of evangelization 
is that the Body of Christ will always be 
incomplete until it is touched by every 
culture and by the many distinct charisms 
that diverse populations bring to worship 
within the Body of Christ. We are 
enriched by our diversity, symphonically 
in communion with one another. We are 
impoverished when there is a significant 
absence of any particular culture or 
population. Evangelization is an effort to 
make complete what is missing in Christ’s 
body.

Our hope is modeled for us in the 
Eucharist itself: the pressing together of 
many grains from different fields to 
create one whole. The Eucharist is an 
improbable encounter between 
personalities, cultures, and communities. 
The culture of our parishes must be a 
Eucharistic culture in which one lives in 
the coherence of hospitality. Ours must 
be a culture of hospitality, encounter and 
relationship. We should redouble our 
efforts to bring this about, and that effort 
should begin during Black Catholic 
History Month.

Fr. David Taylor

Whenever I think of 
the feast of Christ the 
King it reminds me of 
the Malotte version of 
the Lord’s prayer. The 
ending, 'for thine is the 
kingdom and the 
power and the glory 
forever', speaks of the 

essence of what it means to exercise power 
and authority in a Christlike manner. They 
are bestowed upon us for service to one 
another and the kingdom. All of us have the 
power to make decisions each day that we 
must account for. 

Authority is often given to us by means of 
appointment or election. The individuals 
exercising this must do so for the good of 
all. But it is sometimes abused by those 
who would rather self-serve themselves. 
This was true in the encounter of Pilate 
with Christ. When Jesus said, “my kingdom 
is not of this world,” he is speaking of the 
real purpose of both power and authority. 
It is always for service. There is a great 
difference between political and spiritual 
power. Pilate represents power for self-
gain, but Jesus is there for others. It is 
appropriate that we celebrate this feast day 
at the end of the church year. We must 
evaluate our lives in terms of service.

Many individuals have exercised spiritual 
power but are unable to influence human 
political power, but they help to make the 
world a better place for all of us. People 
such as Mother Teresa, Dorothy Day, 
Martin L. King, and Nelson Mandela, left 
this world showing us how to live. Christ is 
always the hope of the world, and he has 
inspired many to follow in his footsteps. He 
did not come to establish a political 
sovereign, but to bear witness to the truth. 
This is our hope for the new year. Our self-
identity must always be like that of Christ.

As we celebrate Thanksgiving this week, we 
give thanks to God for the freedoms we 
have and the mandate to always use it for 
service. A blessed holiday for all. 

As I celebrate my birthday this week on 
Thanksgiving Day, I thank the Lord for 
giving me 47 years of service to the 
kingdom. I thank you for all the help and 
support you have given me over the years.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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