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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

November 28 11:00 am 
First Sunday of Advent 
 

Fr. David H. Taylor 
 

Members and Families 

(St. Vincent de Paul ) 

 

Black Catholic History Facts 
 

The Cultural Action Team invites all to a lively discussion led 
by Fr. Matthew Hawkins on Pope Francis' 9 points on social justice, 

and Jose H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles, views on social    
justice and race.  Monday, December 6 at 7 pm via Zoom.   

Please contact Linda Akins, lindadanza@verizon.net or Jennifer 
Gorske, jgorske@stmarymagpgh.org, for more information.  

Also, don’t forget, Bible Study at 7 pm on    
Thursdays with Fr. Matthew on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or mhawkins@diopitt.org. 

Sr. Thea Bowman, born on December 29, 1937, 
was a Black Catholic religious sister, teacher, and 

scholar who made a major contribution to the 
ministry of the Catholic Church toward her       

fellow African Americans. She became 
an evangelist among her people, assisted in the 

production of an African American Catholic   
hymnal, and was a popular speaker on faith 

and spirituality in her final years. She also helped 
found the National Black Sisters Conference to 

provide support for African-American women in 
Catholic religious institutes. Sr. Thea passed away 
on March 30, 1990. In 2018, she was designated 

a Servant of God. Sr. Thea is one of six African 
American men and women on the road to     

Sainthood.  

STEWARDSHIP FOR NOV. 21 AND  
THANKSGIVING WILL BE  

POSTED IN THE  
DEC. 5TH BULLETIN 

This week  

the Sanctuary Candle 

 is lit in Remembrance of 

Mrs. Allie Hall 

Upcoming Mass Schedule 
 
 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception-  
Wednesday, December 8 at 6:30pm. 

 
Christmas Eve- Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass will be  

broadcasting live from St. Benedict the 
Moor Church on KDKA Radio 1020AM and 

100.1 FM with Fr. Tom 
                                                     

Christmas Day-Saturday, December 25 
11am- St. Benedict the Moor (Fr. Matt) 

 
New Year’s Day- Saturday, January 1 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God *Not a Holy 
Day of Obligation this year because it falls 

on a Saturday. * No Mass 
 

Sunday, January 2—11am- Mass 

Sunday School Schedule (February—March) 
 

February 06 – Regular Classes 
February 13 – Regular Classes 
February 20 – Regular Classes 
February 27 – Regular Classes 
March 06 – Regular Classes 
March 13 – Regular Classes; Daylight Savings Time 
March 20 – Regular Classes 
March 27 – Regular Classes 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Waiting in Hope!  

Today we begin a new season and a new 
calendar year in the Church as we begin 
Advent. The word Advent means a 
“coming” or “arrival” and makes us 
think of the theme of waiting as the 
Church invites us to prepare to  
celebrate both Jesus’ birth and his  
promise to return at the end of time. 
Today’s readings focus on waiting in 
hope for the coming of the Lord. 
 
In the first reading of the prophet  
Jeremiah, we read how the prophet 
looks forward to the day when an ideal 
king sits on the throne of David. This 
means the kingdom will have a firm 
foundation. The only way to secure the 
kingdom is by total reliance on the Lord 
God.  
 
In the Second reading to the  
Thessalonians, Paul speaks about the 
Lords second coming and its significance 
for people of faith. He encourages  
believers to be blameless and seek to 
please God in every way. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus points to 
the signs that will take place before the 
Son of Man comes on a cloud with  
power and great glory. This gospel  
passage comes from Luke’s reflections 
on the signs that will point to the end of 
time. Our Gospel story is full of signs. 
These signs have to do with the return 
of Jesus Christ from heaven. Jesus told 
us to look for these signs so that we, as 

his followers, would be ready to receive 
him again. When we open up our eyes 
and see what can be done for others, 
we are being watchful. We are paying 
attention to how we live in anticipation 
of Jesus’ return.  Let us embrace this 
Advent Season as a time of hope and 
peace.  
 
As we continue celebrating this  
Thanksgiving weekend our parish office 
will be closed Monday, November 29 
and will reopen on Tuesday, November 
30. 
 

Classroom/Office Update 

Now that Vagabond Ministries has  
officially moved out of the second floor 
of the St. Benedict the Moor Rectory, 
we have transformed the second-floor 
offices into Religious Education class-
rooms with tables and chairs. In the next 
few weeks, we will be setting up an 
office for the Religious Education  
Program and for Chris Catone, our  
Director of Music.  
 

Join the Choir 

Now that our choir is officially up and  
running, we welcome those who love to 
sing to join our choir. The choir sings 
every Sunday morning at the 11am mass 
and practices one hour after mass for 
the following Sunday. Please contact our 
Music Director, Chris Catone, if you are 
interested. 
 
New Email Address for Chris Catone 

Please note our Director of Music, Chris 
Catone, has a new e-mail address  
music@sbtmparishpgh.com 
 

Looking Ahead 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception - 
Wednesday, December 8 at 6:30pm. 
 
Christmas Eve - Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass will be 
broadcasting live from St. Benedict the 
Moor Church on KDKA Radio 1020AM 
and 100.1 FM with Fr. Tom 
                                                     

Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25 
11am - St. Benedict the Moor (Fr. Matt) 
 
New Year’s Day - Saturday, January 1 
Feast of Mary, Mother of God *Not a 
Holy Day of Obligation this year        
because it is on a Saturday. *No Mass 
Sunday, January 2 — 11am - Mass 
 

Joint Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting 

There will be a joint Pastoral and  
Finance Council meeting held next  
Sunday, December 5 after the 11am 
mass in the church sacristy. 
 

Financial Report 

Enclosed in this weekend’s bulletin is 
our parish financial report for the fiscal 
year, July 2020 to June 30, 2021. We 
appreciate the generosity that   
parishioners have made throughout the 
year even with the challenge of Covid. 
For a small personal parish for Black 
Catholics in the inner city, we are alive 
continuing to spread the Good News! 
Without parishioners financially   
supporting the parish we would not be 
able to continue with the various  
improvement projects. We hope that 
contributions and Mass attendance  
improves, and the general economic 
situation normalizes. We will be looking 
into getting roof bids to replace the roof 
next year.  
 

Second Collection 

The Second Collection this weekend is 
the 2021 Retirement Fund for Religious. 
Please be as generous as possible.  
 

Something to Think About… 

Pray, hope, and don’t worry. Worry is 
useless. God is merciful and will hear 
your  
prayer.  

- St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 

ST BENEDICT THE MOOR PARISH  ●  PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA      3 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fr. Matthew Hawkins

“This is the largest 
attempt at human 
consultation in 
the history of the 
world,” said 
Bishop Frank 
Caggiano of 
Bridgeport 
Connecticut who 
was describing 

the Church’s preparations leading up to 
the synod on synods, which will take place 
in the autumn of 2023. The synod on 
synods will be a gathering of bishops from 
around the world to discuss the need for 
consultation with all of the members of 
the Body of Christ and not just the clergy. 
The upcoming synod on synods is likely to 
be the most significant thing that has 
happened in the life of the Church since 
Vatican II.

Unlike Vatican II, however, the process of 
synodality is designed to be broadly 
inclusive of the entire Church, including 
those who are no longer practicing their 
faith. Also, unlike Vatican II, the synodal 
process has not been established to make 
decisions about Church doctrines or 
policies. Rather, the synodal process is 
intended to usher in a new “attitude,” in 
the way members of the Church interact. 
The Church that teaches must also be a 
Church that listens.

Bishop Caggiano, in a transcript from an 
interview with the Jesuitical podcast that 
was published in America magazine, 
explained the concerns that some people 
have raised about the synodal process. “I 
think [there is] a fear that the synod will 
become a congress, and we will be voting 
on or somehow influencing the things we 
believe in. That is not what a synod is 
meant to be,” he said. “This is not a free-
for-all to change what we believe, but we 
can deepen our understanding of what we 
believe and apply it in more effective 
ways,” Bishop Caggiano added.

Significantly, Bishop Caggiano sees the 
synodal process, which the entire Catholic 
Church is invited to participate in, as being 
a change in the attitude of the Church 
herself. Bishop Caggiano said, “I think 
much will change, and a lot of it is 
attitude, not so much doctrinal.” 
Describing the synodal process that the 
Church is undertaking, Caggiano said that 
it is a “dry run for a new methodology that 
involves everybody, not just bishops. 
Everybody in the church has an 

opportunity to be part of it.”

Bishop Caggiano discussed the theological 
basis for the synodal process. He said, 
“We all, by baptism, have a role in the 
church. The Spirit’s moving in all our 
hearts, and we all have a place and a role 
to play in discerning how the church 
addresses pastoral issues.” Caggiano 
acknowledged that this process of 
consultation will not occur without 
exposing areas in which members of the 
Body of Christ disagree with one another. 
“We could disagree, we could even fight,” 
he said, “but we’re all in this together to 
be partners in mission. We all have a role 
to play in preaching the Gospel and 
moving the mission of the church 
forward.”

Noting that the synodal process is putting 
theology into practice, Caggiano said, “I 
think what animates Pope Francis in large 
part is this beautiful, basic theological idea 
of communion—that we’re all linked 
together, all humanity is linked together 
because we’re all made in God’s image 
and likeness. And among believers we’re 
linked together by grace and the Holy 
Spirit and in baptism.”

Caggiano described the kinds of questions 
that he believes the pope wants people to 
discuss in their parishes, “The pope wants 
to hear people’s personal stories of faith 
[...] where has the church been an aid in 
your spiritual journey? Where has it been 
a challenge or obstacle if you are not 
active in your life of faith, in the church? 
Where do you draw your spiritual 
sustenance? Where do you find your 
consolation? Where do you find your joy 
in life?”

In addition to those questions, Caggiano 
said that the synodal process should ask 
young people and others who are leaving 
the Church, “Where are they going and 
what are they doing with their basic desire 
to have a relationship with something far 
greater and more meaningful?”

Synodality, as described by Bishop 
Caggiano, should be a process in which 
both the listener and person being 
listened to are transformed by this act of 
encounter and engagement. “As you listen 
to people’s stories and you listen to their 
sufferings and you listen to their heart-
breaks,” he said, “you do it in a way that 
you are opening yourself up to what 
they’re saying.” This is the very essence of 
accompanying people on their journey to 
Christ.

Fr. David Taylor

Today we begin a 
new journey in a new 
year of the church. 
However, in reality, 
this a continuation of 
last year’s journey. 
This year we will be in 
a process of renewing 

our lives as we help renew the Church 
which is the foundation of our lives in 
Christ. The advent season, although brief, 
is full of meaning. It is not just a 
preparation for the Nativity. We are 
beginning this season, hopefully, with a 
kind of hope that can sustain in on the 
road ahead. 

We are still a relatively a new parish and 
as such we can appreciate this 
opportunity to be visionaries. We can 
join John the Baptist, Isaiah, and many 
others who are with us along the 
way. We are concluding African-
American Catholic History month, but the 
Spirit continues to help us keep hope 
alive. I am proud of the many events held 
both at St. Mary Magdalene and 
St. Benedict the Moor over the last few 
weeks. We have been an example to 
many others who have joined us. The 
Diocesan National Black Congress Team, 
supported by our diocese, awarded 
scholarships to Mariah Davis and Ariel 
Hamiel for their outstanding academic 
achievement and their leadership 
throughout the years in their parishes. 

We have an opportunity to support the 
progress to Sainthood of six outstanding 
men and women of African-American 
descent who suffered much in witness to 
the faith. I had the privilege of knowing 
Sr. Thea Bowman. Near the end of her 
life, although suffering much pain from 
cancer, she continued to minister to and 
inspire the church with song, music, and 
prayer.   

During the weeks of Advent, we will have 
many opportunities to help those near 
and far who have needs for food, shelter, 
clothing, and many other new necessities 
of life. They suffer far beyond the holiday 
season. The measure of our greatness is 
always determined by how we serve our 
neighbor. 
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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