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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

DECEMBER 19, 2021 



2     DECEMBER 19, 2021  ●  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

St. Vincent de Paul—Mother Teresa Conference 

With gratitude, the Mother Teresa Conference extends 
heartfelt thanks to the National Black Catholic                     

Congress Leadership Team for the very generous donation 
received. The funds will be used to continue the good works 
of the Conference in helping those in need that reach out for 
assistance, be it for a bed, clothing, utility or rent!  All funds 
received are quickly put to use to benefit our brothers and 

sisters.  For more information please contact 
SvdpStTeresaPgh@gmail.com or 412-204-7446. 

 

*STEWARDSHIP FOR DEC. 12TH  
WILL BE POSTED IN THE  
DEC. 26TH BULLETIN* 

Upcoming Mass Schedule 
 
 

Christmas Eve- Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass will be  
broadcasting live from St. Benedict 

the Moor Church on KDKA Radio 
1020AM and 100.1 FM with Fr. Tom 

                                                     
Christmas Day-Saturday, December 25 

11am- St. Benedict the Moor with  
Fr. Matthew 

 
New Year’s Day- Saturday, January 1 
Feast of Mary, Mother of God *Not a 
Holy Day of Obligation this year be-

cause it falls on a Saturday. * No Mass 
 

Sunday, January 2—11am- Mass 

Black History Facts 
 

“Carter Godwin Woodson was born December 19, 1875 . 
Woodson was an American historian, author, journalist, and 

the founder of the Association for the Study of African    
American Life and History. He was one of the first scholars to 
study the history of the African diaspora, including African-
American history. A founder of The Journal of Negro Histo-
ry in 1916, Woodson has been called the "father of black   
history". In February 1926 he launched the celebration of 

"Negro History Week", the precursor of Black History Month. 
He passed away, April 3, 1950.” 

Mass Intentions 

December  19 11:00 am 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Mary Ann Josie Schnupp+ 

(Josephine O’Connor) 

December  26 11:00 am 
Feast of the Holy Family 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Mr. Sunday Igbineweka 

(Andrew & Pauline Igbineweka) 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Merry Christmas!  

This weekend we celebrate the Fourth 
Sunday of Advent. We light the fourth 
and final candle in our Advent Wreath. 
Christmas is this coming Saturday. For 
the past four weeks we have been 
watching, waiting, and preparing the 
way for the Lord. All the readings this 
weekend focus on being joyful of the 
Lord’s coming.  
 
In the first reading from Micah, we read 
how a prophet looks ahead to the birth 
of a good shepherd for God’s people. 
The king will serve the Lord and be a 
true shepherd bringing unity and peace. 
Micah says that a great ruler will come 
from Bethlehem, the village where  
David was born. From this royal line will 
be born a king who will at last embody 
all the ideals the royal line of David 
should have exhibited from the  
beginning.  
 
In the Second Reading to the Hebrews, 
we read the sacrifice of Jesus on the 
cross surpasses all the sacrifices  
prescribed by the law of Moses. By 
offering his very self on the cross, Jesus 
brought fulfillment to the Father’s  
saving plan. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the 
“Visitation.” Mary visits her cousin  
Elizabeth. Part of the announcement the 
angel Gabriel made to Mary regarding 
her future, motherhood, included the 
information that her cousin Elizabeth 

who for years had been barren, now 
was six months pregnant. Elizabeth is 
filled with the Holy Spirit, declares that 
Mary is the most blessed among  
women, and blessed also is the fruit of 
her womb. This visitation story brings 
together all the important events that 
will lead up to the birth of the Messiah. 
Structurally this story brings together 
the unexpected objects of the angel 
Gabriel’s Annunciation to Zechariah and 
then to Mary. 
 
The Advent season invites and  
challenges us to make Jesus’ story our 
story. The word of God became flesh 
through Jesus Christ and continues to 
live and move and have its being 
through us. As the Word of God entered 
into Mary at the Incarnation, may we 
also say yes to God’s presence in us 
through the Eucharist and be God’s 
messenger to the world.  
 
As we continue to take precautions with 
the Covid-19 and spend time this  
holiday season with our family and 
friends, let us make some Christmas and 
New Year’s Resolutions to pray more, 
attend Mass on a regular basis and  
become more fully involved in the  
various parish activities, small groups, 
and events that are available. 
 

Looking Ahead 
Our office will close at Noon this  
coming Thursday, December 23 and 
reopen on Monday, January 3.  
 
Please hold all phone calls and office 
business until after the Christmas and 
New Year’s holidays. If you need  
assistance (for an emergency matter) 
please call my St. Mary Magdalene  
Parish office line at 412-661-7222  
ext. 202.  
 
Christmas Eve- Friday, December 24 
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass will be 
broadcasting live from St. Benedict the 
Moor Church on KDKA Radio 1020AM 
and 100.1 FM with Fr. Tom. 
 
Our Choir will be singing Christmas  
Carols beginning at 11:30pm prior to 
the Midnight Mass. 
 
*Look for the Newspaper Ad in the 
New Pittsburgh Courier December 22 
issue. * 

                                                     
Christmas Day-Saturday, December 25 
11am- St. Benedict the Moor  
(Fr. Mathew) 
 
Sunday- December 26- Feast of the  
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
11am Mass (Fr. Tom) 
 
New Year’s Day- Saturday, January 1 
Feast of Mary, Mother of God *Not a 
Holy Day of Obligation this year  
because it falls on a Saturday.  
* No Mass 
 
Sunday, January 2- Solemnity of the 
Epiphany of the Lord—11am- Mass 
(Fr. Matthew) 
 

Year-End Donations 

As you make decisions on your year-end 
contributions, please consider your  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish  
Community. Your financial contributions 
in the weekly offertory collection help us 
continue to keep the campus updated, 
clean and comfortable. With the  
Covid-19 pandemic there are extra costs 
with cleaning and sanitizing and the  
extra costs this time of year with snow 
removal and salt. Please remember to 
also support our Parish Share Campaign. 
Our Goal is $30,000 and we still owe 
$15,000. 
 

Christmas Reflection 

As I spend my second Christmas with 
you as your Pastor, I am honored to be a 
Priest and serve you. On behalf of the 
entire St. Benedict the Moor staff, we 
wish you and your family a very Merry 
Christmas! 
 

Something to Think About… 

There are two essentials to happiness: 
something to do, and someone to love.  

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Obedience is an 
unpopular idea 
in the 21st 
century, 
especially in the 
United States. 
We tend to think 
of obedience as 
something that 

the weak, the conquered, and the 
vanquished have to do. Many 
Americans believe that obedience is for 
losers; if you are a winner, you will not 
have to obey anyone. We must be 
missing something, especially since the 
most characteristic thing about Jesus’ 
earthly ministry was his absolute 
obedience to God the Father and to his 
earthly parents Mary and Joseph (Luke 
2:51). 

In John 5:30 we hear Jesus saying: “I 
cannot do anything on my own; I judge 
as I hear, and my judgment is just, 
because I do not seek my own will but 
the will of the one who sent me.” In 
John 8:29 Jesus says, “The one who sent 
me is with me. He has not left me alone, 
because I always do what is pleasing to 
him.” And the Apostle Paul instructed 
his readers to imitate the ministry of 
Christ:

Have among yourselves the same 
attitude that is also yours in Christ 

Jesus, Who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not regard equality with God 

something to be grasped. Rather, he 
emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, coming in human likeness; and 

found human in appearance, he 
humbled himself, becoming obedient to 

death, even death on a cross. (Paul’s 
Letter to the Philippians 2:5-8)

If obedience is for losers, why is Jesus so 
keen on it? He even goes so far as to say 
that only the obedient are capable of 
living in communion with God. Jesus 
says in John 14:21: “Whoever has my 
commandments and observes them is 
the one who loves me. And whoever 
loves me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love him and reveal myself to 
him.”

Jesus is quoted in the Letter to the 
Hebrews as rejecting empty ritual, 

insisting instead on the total surrender 
of oneself to God: “Sacrifice and 
offering you [God] did not desire, but a 
body you prepared for me; in 
holocausts and sin offerings you took no 
delight. Then I said, ‘As is written of me 
in the scroll, behold, I come to do your 
will, O God (10:5-7).’”

As the examples of Jesus’ obedience to 
the Father accumulate it becomes clear 
that obedience to God is the secret to a 
divinely inspired life. It is the secret to a 
life that is rich in fulfillment and 
meaning. But in today’s world it is hard 
to discern where God is leading us and 
what God wants us to do, much less for 
us to follow the road God is opening up 
for us. Our culture encourages the exact 
opposite of obedience; it encourages us 
to replace Jesus’ “Thy will be done,” 
with commercial culture’s: “My will be 
done.” In contrast to John the Baptist, 
who said about Jesus, “He must 
increase, but I must decrease (John 
3:30),” we now say, “I must increase, 
and the bigger I become the better.”

Sacred scripture, however, teaches us 
the wonder and the splendor of opening 
our hands, our hearts, and our minds, in 
a beautiful surrender to the will of God. 
This was how Mary overcame her fear 
and allowed Christ to be born out of 
her. In today’s Gospel, Elizabeth 
recognized Mary’s willingness to believe 
and her openness to the fulfillment of 
God’s promise through her as Elizabeth 
said, “Blessed are you who believed that 
what was spoken to you by the Lord 
would be fulfilled (Luke 1:45).” We must 
be obedient in order to bring God’s 
blessings into the world. This is sheer 
beauty. An ancient Advent plea has us 
looking up and saying, “Drop down dew 
from above, you heavens, and let the 
clouds rain down the Just One; let the 
earth be opened and bring forth a 
Savior.”

Bible Study 

with Fr. Matthew  
Thursdays at 7 pm on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.or .

Fr. David Taylor

Christmas always 
gives us an            
opportunity to      
experience a light at 
the end of the tunnel. 
The Nativity of Christ 
came to be during a 
period of much faith, 

even in the midst of pain and struggle. 
The journey of Mary in the visitation was 
full of unknown challenges. She took this 
journey to be of support to a relative 
who needed her at this moment. It was a 
sacred time for both of them. This event 
would be followed by the painful journey 
to Bethlehem, and the birth of Jesus. 
Soon after the Nativity, the Holy Family 
would make the dangerous journey to 
Egypt.

Each of these occasions required the 
essence of faith where the outcome was 
often unpredictable. They involved the 
willingness to be uprooted and to rely on 
the generosity of others. But, for all of us, 
these were teachable moments. We are 
asked to be more than observers, but to 
actively participate in these stories of 
faith.

Last year at this time we were in the 
midst of a worldwide pandemic. This year 
we still find ourselves struggling to    
overcome this disease, and we are     
challenged to be faith leaders in the 
midst of crippling divisions, hatred, and 
many kinds of bigotry. The Holy Family 
shows us that there is a way out, but the 
road ahead will continue to require a 
willingness to take the journey, always 
with our neighbors, searching for the 
light which always leads to 
Christ.

This Advent season has provided us with 
a new sense of mission, especially as we 
continue to prepare for our participation 
in the Synod. We have every reason to be 
hopeful; every victory requires some 
struggle, but victory is assured. As we 
celebrate the birth of the savior of the 
world this week, let's not fail to           
remember that his victory is our own, 
and in the midst of all of our challenges 
we always can find the light.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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