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Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

JANUARY 2, 2022 



2     JANUARY 2, 2022  ●  SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Thank You 
 

Dear Sisters and Brothers at SBTM, I write this short note to 
express my sincere and heartfelt gratitude to you all for the 
going-away get-together organized for me.  That was a night 
filled with beautiful memories that I will cherish for a very 
long time.  As I have often said, SBTM community of faith will 
be home for me in the Diocese of Pittsburgh and I am sure 
that by God’s grace, I will be back and celebrate the Eucharist 
and share communion with you all, again and again.   
 
I am grateful for your support, love, and encouragement over 
the years.  I am deeply grateful to all who could come to the 
gathering, for your presence, time, and generous gifts.  I am 
now settling down in New Orleans, I ask for your prayers and 
assure you that you all will be in mine.  I wish you every joy, 
peace, and the graces of the Christ Child, flowing gracefully all 
through the New Year. 
 
Sincerely your brother in Christ, 
Father John Segun Odeyemi 

 

 

Mass Intentions 

January 2 11:00 am 
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Herman “Sonny” Cronauer 

(Gaye Velar) 

January 9 11:00 am 
Baptism of the Lord 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Darrell Johnson 

(Gaye Velar) 

Stewardship DECEMBER 19 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,817.00 $390.00 $853.00 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest today, 
January 2nd will be Joe Wilson, President of North Catholic High 
School in Cranberry Township.  
A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

*Stewardship for December 26th  
will be posted in the  

January 9th bulletin* 

Birthdays January 1st—8th  
Lual Achuiel 

Pierre Nshimyumukiza 
Gwendolyn Young 

Fr. Carmen D’Amico 
Toluwani Ogunyemi 
Tammy Harp-Jagers 

Aneesha Pierce 
Betty Muse 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Merry Little Christmas! 

One of my favorite things to do at 
Christmas time is to drive around in my 
Jeep and look at all the various  
Christmas lights around the City of  
Pittsburgh. I love driving down Grant 
Street, downtown, to see the Crèche at 
the U.S. Steel Building, the “Horne’s 
Christmas Tree’ that hangs along the 
outside of the Highmark Building on the 
corner of Penn and Stanwix Streets, 
Market Square and PPG Plaza have  
various light displays, and driving across 
the Fort Pitt or Fort Duquesne Bridges 
and seeing the Christmas Tree lit at 
Point State Park. Also, if you drive past 
Station Square and High Mark Stadium 
on Carson Street you will see a house up 
the hill overlooking the West End Bridge 
in Elliott and there is a large Christmas 
Tree that lights up the hillside.  
 
This weekend we celebrate the Feast of 
the Epiphany also referred to as “Little 
Christmas.” Epiphany is a Greek word 
which means showing forth or  
manifestation. The primary symbol of 
Epiphany is light. The love of God’s glory 
shines forth in Christ our light, through 
whom we are renewed and remade in 
God’s image and likeness. 
 
In the First Reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah, we read how the prophet invites 
the people of Jerusalem to witness the 
wonderful gifts of God. Splendor, light, 
and glory envelope Jerusalem. At long 
last, the rebellious people have turned 

toward God and recognized their  
purpose as God’s holy children. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Ephesians, 
Paul rejoices that God sent him to 
preach the gospel to the Gentiles. The 
Good News of Jesus Christ includes the 
gentiles as copartners in God’s promise 
of salvation. 
 
In the Gospel of Matthew, we read how 
the three Persian Magi, who were  
Gentiles, came from the far country to 
visit the newborn King of the Jews while 
King Herod, the Chief Priests, and the 
Scribes are unaware that this  
momentous event has taken place. In 
Matthew’s gospel the star guides the 
Magi precisely to Bethlehem, where 
they find the child with Mary, his  
mother. The Magi immediately  
recognize the child, prostrating  
themselves and paying him homage. 
They present gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. They longed to encounter 
him in the flesh and risked a lot to do so. 
We too encounter the living God in 
Word, sacrament, and community at 
Mass. 
 
Each time we gather to celebrate the 
Eucharist, we pay homage to our Savior 
Jesus Christ. As we begin a new year, 
2022, and celebrate the Feast of the 
Epiphany, we pray that God’s light may 
shine in our hearts and on our world. 
With the Covid-19 pandemic, social  
justice issues, the political divisions in 
Washington D.C., and the opioid crisis, 
let us not focus on the darkness of 
things but on the light of Christ coming 
into this world.  
 

Parish Improvements 

We recently added two additional  
microphones and a microphone stand 
for our choir. Special thanks to Mr. and 
Mrs. James Parham Sr. and an anony-
mous donor for their generosity for 
making this purchase a possibility. 
 
New motion sensor batteries for the 
faucets were installed in the women’s 

rest room. One of the motion sensor 
faucets has been out of order for several 
months so they both now have new 
batteries. 
 
The sink in the men’s rest room has 
been reattached to the wall. It had been 
leaning.  
 

Parish Share 

As you make decisions on your  
contributions, please consider your  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish Share 
Fund. Our Goal is $30,000 and we still 
owe $15,000. Parish Share is the yearly 
assessment that we receive from the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh that we must pay 
by February.  
 
Parish Share helps operate the Diocesan 
Offices in Crafton, St. Paul Seminary 
where we educate our future priests, 
helps with high school and college  
campus ministry programs, and the  
hospital chaplaincy programs. We all 
benefit from Parish Share. 
 

Reflection 

On behalf of the entire St. Benedict the 
Moor staff, we wish you and your family 
a very blessed, healthy, and happy new 
year 2022! 
 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday to our Business  
Manager, Frank Grande, who will be 
celebrating his birthday next Saturday, 
January 8. 
 

Something to Think About… 

One resolution I have made, and try 
always to keep, is this, to rise above the 
little things.  

- John Burroughs 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

There is no 
more fitting way 
to bring in the 
new year than 
to recommit 
ourselves to the 
Eucharist, 
evangelization, 
and synodality. 

The Eucharist is what gathers us as a 
church. It is what unites us as the 
Body of Christ. The Eucharist reminds 
us that love entails sacrifice; the 
wounds in Jesus’ hands and feet and 
in his side attest to the extent of his 
passion and the authenticity of his 
love. But “the real presence” of Christ, 
which we acknowledge in the 
Eucharist is accompanied by our 
awareness of the real absence of 
many members of our community 
from the Eucharistic table. This is 
where the challenge of evangelization 
comes in.

Evangelization is not a matter of 
proselytizing and arguing with people 
on the street. Evangelization is a 
matter of hospitality; it is a matter of 
letting people know that they are 
welcome. Many people accept Christ 
but do not feel welcome in the Church 
because it appears to them to be 
distant, legalistic, cold and 
bureaucratic. It also appears to be 
“tribal” in many ways. This is totally 
antithetical to what it means to be 
“Catholic.” To be Catholic is to speak 
to the dignity of the human person in 
all cultures and conditions of life. It is 
not to be yet another cult within a 
sectarian struggle. It is to enter into 
all cultures and to find in them those 
things that express the universal 
human longing to encounter Christ.

Evangelization, like the Eucharist, is 
essential to our understanding of 
what it means to be a church. Christ 
instituted the Church to witness to 
the ends of the earth the transforma-
tive power of God’s love. This is the 
sole purpose for the existence of the 
Church; it is to draw more and more 
people in to become participants in 

the Body of Christ. Indeed, the Church 
does not have a mission; a mission 
has a Church.

This leads to the necessity for 
“synodality” or the “synodal” process. 
One cannot be drawn to Christ unless 
the Church speaks to one’s condition 
and circumstances in life. We must 
meet people where they are in order 
to elevate their humanity. To do this, 
the Church must be willing not only to 
speak but also to listen. The Church 
that teaches must also be a Church 
that listens.

But what should we listen for?

I think Bishop Caggiano of Bridgeport 
Connecticut expressed it well. We 
must listen to people’s personal 
stories about their faith, or the loss of 
their faith. We must listen to where 
people find spiritual sustenance 
within the Church and where they 
turn for spiritual sustenance if they no 
longer see the Church as being their 
home. We must listen to find out 
what gives people joy and 
consolation. And we must listen to 
find out where people are turning in 
an attempt to satisfy the basic desire 
and longing in every human heart: the 
longing to be embraced by God.

As we leave another year behind and 
a new year rolls in, let us rededicate 
ourselves to that which gives our lives 
meaning: the Eucharist, 
evangelization, and synodality. These 
will endure amid changing times.

Bible Study 

with Fr. Matthew  
Thursdays at 7 pm on Zoom.  

For more information, contact 
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.or .

Fr. David Taylor

One of the primary 
themes of the 
Christmas season is 
that following Jesus 
requires a journey 
that is both physical 
and spiritual, and 
there must be a 

willingness to be led by others who 
also must follow the same path. The 
Magi were not the first to embark on 
such a journey. But because of their 
unique circumstances they are pivotal 
to the Christmas Story.

Their story makes the point that Jesus 
came for all of humanity and that no 
one can be excluded from the salvation 
he brings. The three figures seen in the 
manger are often portrayed as from 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. They 
journeyed to Bethlehem together from 
all parts of the world, and they would 
leave in a new direction to go forth to 
the world to proclaim this Good News. 
Their Story becomes our story. They 
followed a star, a sign of hope, making 
it clear that God not only gives 
direction, but he provides a safe 
journey as well.

Some of us may decide to choose 
another direction which may lead to 
the loss of life and salvation; however, 
the story of Christmas provides ample 
evidence that we can be given a second 
chance but only if we are willing to 
change directions. The Three Kings 
were willing to heed the call of God 
which gave them safe passage. We are 
welcome to join them in this "new 
direction".

This year we are given the opportunity 
to help chart a renewed direction for 
our church. Pope Francis and Bishop 
Zubik are asking us to take ownership 
of this process in the Synod taking 
place over the next few years. Change 
is always best when it begins at our 
own level. Yes, the New Year offers 
many opportunities for a Church 
renewed and more inclusive. The star is 
leading us. Let’s take the journey 
together.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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