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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Celebration, presented by the   

St. Paul Cathedral Race &  
Reconciliation Committee, will take 

place on Sunday, January 16, from 2 
to 3:30 pm on Zoom.  

The Jazz Mass, “Our Father”, will open 
the program. Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

will introduce the agenda and offer a 
few observations on the significance of Dr. King and how Catholics can 

embrace his mission. Keynote speaker, Esther Bush, will present remarks 
honoring Dr. King’s legacy and ongoing efforts to continue the quest for 
an equitable and fair society. The poster and essay elementary school 

contest winners will be announced, and essay winners will read their short 
essays with the theme: “Dr. Martin Luther King Jr: Never Give Up the 

Dream” 
RSVP Here Meeting Registration - Zoom  

Mass Intentions 

January 16 11:00 am 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Lillie Mae Waiters 

(Priscilla Davis) 

January 23 11:00 am 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Benjamin S. Arroyo 

(Priscilla Davis) 

Stewardship JANUARY 9 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,384.00 $460.00 $171.00 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest today,  
January 16th will be Michelle Peduto, Director of Catholic Schools.  
A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Birthdays January 16th—22nd  
James Parham 

Frank Harp 
Christopher Sharkey 

Paula Mullineaux 
Chilufya “Chi Chi” Mulumba 

Miles Randall 
Rudolph Williams 
Theresa Hawkins 

Lucille Dabney 
Gail Young 

Winfred Roach 
  

Happy Birthday!! 

 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

To register, see the Bible Study page on our website 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Hope! 
This weekend we celebrate the Second 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. “Ordinary Time” 
is a span of thirty-three or thirty-four 
weeks in which the readings focus on the 
ministry of Jesus. During the winter  
season, beginning with this weekend, 
readings focus on the beginning of Jesus’ 
public ministry and our call to follow him 
and share the gifts, the miracles, and 
blessings. All the readings this weekend 
focus on hope. 
 
In the first reading from Isaiah, we read 
how a prophet speaks about the bond of 
love between God and a faithful people. 
For a very long time, the people of Israel 
refused to cooperate with God’s purpose. 
But now, grown wiser by loss and hard-
ship, they are ready to embrace God’s 
plan. Israel stands before the nations,  
victorious and triumphant over sin and 
darkness. This reading contains a message 
of hope and there will be a new wedding 
feast, and God and his people will new 
again.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to the 
Corinthians, Paul teaches that each  
member of the church has a gift for the 
good of all. Each member of the  
community has some gift from the spirit, a 
gift given for the benefit of all. 
 
In the Gospel of John, we read about  
wedding feast of Cana, the first miracle 
Jesus performs in sacred scripture.  
Symbolizing how Jesus replaces Judaism’s 
purification washings with his own  
abundance of grace. In John’s gospel,  

miracles are called “signs.” This is the first 
of seven signs which half of John’s gospel 
is structured. A sign is a miraculous activity 
of Jesus that discloses his identity as  
Messiah and the Son of God.  
 
John considers the miracle of Cana a sign 
of God’s intervention in the world through 
Jesus to transform it. The wine and the 
wedding indicate God’s abundant  
goodness. What are things in our spiritual 
lives that should be changed?  

 

Updated COVID-19 Protocol 

Last week Bishop Zubik sent out a  
reminder to all pastors of some updated 
COVID-19 Protocol Measures. With the 
Omicron variant causing an increase in the 
number of positive cases in our area, mask 
wearing is urgently encouraged for all 
attending Mass, regardless of vaccination 
status. The practice of bringing up the 
offertory gifts and extending the Sign of 
Peace at Mass is suspended until further 
notice and all greeters, ushers and  
Eucharistic ministers must wear masks. 
Priests and Deacons must continue to 
wear masks at all times. Thank you for 
your cooperation.  
 

Catholic Education Plus 

Tune into KDKA Radio, 1020 am every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30am for  
Catholic Education Plus. This program, 
which I host, highlights Elementary and 
Secondary schools, colleges, youth  
ministry programs, and more. This radio 
program is sponsored by Sam and Judy 
Spanos and the Catholic Diocese of  
Pittsburgh. 
 
Offertory Envelopes 
Every registered parishioner should be 
receiving weekly offertory envelopes via 
mail or using the on living giving program 
“Faith Direct.” Using your weekly offertory 
envelopes helps run the day-to-day  
operations of our office, liturgical services, 
pays the insurance, taxes, and utilities and 
keeps our doors open. 
 
Other “Special” Envelopes are ear marked 
for specific purposes not attached to the 
regular Parish operating account including: 
Maintenance Fund, School Support, Parish 

Share Program, and Utility Assistance  
Program Envelope. If possible, please 
write a separate check for the weekly 
offertory but you can combine your 
“specials” into one payment.  
 
If you are not receiving envelopes in the 
mail or are not signed up for the on-Line 
giving program Faith Direct, please call 
Priscilla Davis at the Office at  
412-281-3141. 

 

Parish Share 
As you make decisions on your  
contributions, please consider your  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish Share Fund. 
Our Goal is $30,000 and we still owe 
$15,000. Parish Share is the yearly  
assessment that we receive from the  
Diocese of Pittsburgh that we must pay by 
February.  
 
Parish Share helps operate the Diocesan 
Offices in Crafton, St. Paul Seminary where 
we educate our future priests, helps with 
high school and college campus ministry 
programs, and the hospital chaplaincy 
programs. We all benefit from Parish 
Share. 
 
Congratulations 

Congratulations to our new Auxiliary  
Bishop Mark Eckman ordained this past  
Tuesday. May God Bless him in his  
ministry. 
 
Happy Dr. Martin Luther King Day on 
Monday January 17. Our parish office will 
be closed for the holiday. 

 

Something to Think About… 

“Out of the mountain of despair, a stone 
of hope.”  

- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

This weekend the 
Catholic Church in 
the United States 
acknowledges the 
significance of the 
Martin Luther 
King holiday for 

what the holiday represents about our 
national aspiration for social justice and 
racial equality. St. Benedict the Moor and 
St. Mary Magdalene, contain the largest 
congregations of Black Catholics in the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh. It is important to 
appreciate the complexity of Black 
American Catholic communities.

One of the books that helps give ministry 
to African Americans the attention it 
deserves is Matthew J. Cressler’s 
Authentically Black and Truly Catholic
(2017). Cressler’s book traces the rise of 
Black Catholicism in the north and 
midwest, following the Great Migration of 
the late 1910s and early 1920s. He 
examines the implications of the 208% 
increase in Black Catholics from 1940 to 
1975. One of the changes during this 
period was the development of a more 
robust identification among Black 
Catholics with other Black churches in the 
United States. This was not the case prior 
to Vatican II. Closer affiliation with other 
Black churches was a break with the past, 
but what were the other churches’ 
influences on Black Catholics?

Esau McCaualley’s Reading While Black: 
African American Biblical Interpretation as 
an Exercise in Hope (2020) helps to 
provide an answer. McCaulley shows his 
readers how Black churches emerged in 
the United States and contributed to 
American biblical studies and Christian 
theology. He argues that religious 
conservatives have often misunderstood 
and criticized black biblical scholars, 

theologians, and clergy for focusing on 
Biblical teaching about social justice 
(orthopraxis) while religious liberals 
conveniently ignored the focus in Black 
churches on traditional belief and 
behavior (orthodoxy). McCaulley argues 
that rather than trying to understand 
Black Christians’ approaches to theology 
and biblical interpretation, this includes 
Black Catholics, liberals and conservatives 
cherry-pick Black American religiosity to 
suit their own social and political agendas. 
In other words, they don’t hear Black 
voices; they superimpose their own voice 
on top of the religious traditions and 
experiences of Black Americans.

George Yancy’s One Body, One Spirit: 
Principles of Successful Multiracial 
Churches (2009), provides a practical 
guide for those involved in church leader-
ship or ministry who are concerned about 
promoting racial diversity within their 
congregations. He explores questions such 
as: What are the past and present realities 
of multiracial parishes in the United 
States? How is it possible to create multi-
racial church environments? Are multi-
racial congregations even possible in the 
United States, where racial alienation is 
commonplace? Finally, what principles 
help determine a level of success in multi-
racial parishes?

Race and religion have always been 
complicated issues in American life. 
However, the temptation to over-simplify 
this topic, whether it comes from the left 
or the right, does the topic’s complexity a 
disservice and perpetuates the underlying 
problem. It is time for all Christians, black 
and white, liberal and conservative, to 
invest the time, energy, and resources to 
look below the surface and give this 
long-neglected matter the attention it 
deserves.

Fr. David Taylor

Today's Gospel is 
another rare 
occasion when there 
is a conversation 
between Jesus and 
his mother. On Holy 
Family Sunday he is 
found in the temple 

foreshadowing his ministry as teacher 
and prophet. ln this Sunday’s gospel he 
is called upon by his mother to take 
leadership in hospitality. Both stories 
show, in a symbolic way, his respect and 
concern with both tradition and family 
life. He uses these occasions to 
emphasize his priorities as a servant 
leader. Mary respects his leadership in 
her role as the mother of God, and 
along with Joseph, a leader in the Holy 
Family. 

This weekend we observe the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King. The 
meaning of his life and ministry is so 
important in our lives today. He still 
presents a challenge to the way we live 
and establish our priorities. His legacy 
must be much more than an annual 
observance. He would join the late John 
Lewis and many others in responding to 
the persistent threat to voting rights 
occurring regularly today. The denial of 
these basic civil and human rights 
demeans all of us. In observing him we 
must never forget the moral principles 
he lived and died for. Many of his moral 
lessons are at the heart of Catholic 
Social Teaching. 

This past week Ed Gainey was sworn in 
as mayor of Pittsburgh. I got to know 
both him and the Rev. Ricky Burgess, 
who serves as a local council member, 
in my earlier years at Holy Rosary. They 
both attended Holy Rosary School when 
I served as pastor. I am proud that our 
Catholic schools were a part of their 
foundation and education. 

Let's be serious in observing the new 
Covid guidelines. We have a moral duty 
to look out for one another. We are in 
this together and we must take the lead 
in helping others. God will help us to 
overcome. 
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

© 2022 DIOCESAN


