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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Synod 2021 - 2023 for a synodal Church: 
communion, participation and mission  
 
“…the purpose of this Synod, and therefore of this consultation, is not to 

produce documents, but to ‘plant dreams, draw forth prophesies and  
visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, bind up wounds, weave  

together relationships, awaken a dawn of hope, learn from one another 
and create a bright resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm 

hearts, give strength to our hands’”— Preparatory Document, 32  
 

The Global Synod: Sharing Hopes and Concerns 
Communion, participation and mission are the marching orders for 
our journey in the worldwide Synod on Synodality. We are called 

together to share our hopes and concerns as sisters and brothers in 
Christ, and to work together to bring the love and mercy of Jesus to 

the world, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The synodal  
sessions in early 2022 will give us the opportunity to listen more 

closely to the Holy Spirit by listening to one another.  
For more information text “Synod2021" to 84576 and go 

to  www.diopitt.org/journeying-together to download your  
Participant Guide. 

Mass Intentions 

January 23 11:00 am 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Benjamin S. Arroyo 

(Priscilla Davis) 

January 30 11:00 am 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Michael Newring 

(Gaye Velar) 

Stewardship JANUARY 16 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,665.00 $445.00 $994.00 

Birthdays January 23rd—29th  
 

Ebunoluwan Ogunyemi 
Carol Derewicz 
Aiden Betters 

Owen Lesnefsky 
Elizabeth Mary 
Godwin Gbolo 
Lana Macklin 

Kenneth Myers  

 
Happy Birthday!! 

 

Black Facts 
John S. Rock was an American teacher, doctor, dentist, lawyer and 
abolitionist. Rock was one of the first African-American men to earn 
a medical degree, as well as the first black person to be admitted to 
the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States. Additionally, 
Rock is credited with bringing the “Black is Beautiful” concept to 
the masses during a speech of his in 1858.  
 
He was born to free parents in 1825 in New Jersey, and was  
fortunate enough to be educated, learning to read and write. At 19 
years old he became a teacher. At 25 he graduated from American 
Medical College in Philadelphia. He was soon known as a well-
respected dentist, often treating runaway slaves making their way 
through Boston on the Underground Railroad.  
 
He eventually began to study law, and in 1861 at 36 years old, he 
passed and was admitted to the Massachusetts Bar. He opened his 
own law office where he advocated for Blacks and worked as an 
abolitionist. In 1865 he was admitted to the bar of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Rock passed away in 1866 at 41 years 
old from tuberculosis.  
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Pastor’s Note  

 

Listen to the Word of God! 
This weekend we celebrate the Third  
Sunday of Ordinary Time and all three 
readings focus on listening to the word of 
God. In 2019, Pope Francis declared that 
the Third Sunday of Ordinary Time to be 
set aside for “Sunday of the Word of God.”  
 
In the first reading from Nehemiah, we 
read how God’s faithful people listen to 
the word of God and profess to obey it. 
This book comes from the period of  
Israel’s restoration after years of exile. 
Ezra proclaims the word to the people and 
the people hear the word and accept it. It 
is a time of holiness, grace, and a time to 
celebrate.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to the  
Corinthians, we read how Paul says all are 
baptized into one body of Christ to serve 
the gospel. By God’s grace, the members 
of the church have different gifts to carry 
forward the message of the gospel. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the  
beginning of the gospel which has a  
prologue which inaugurates Jesus’  
Galilean ministry. It tells the reader what 
Luke intends in writing in the gospel and 
emphasizes what God has promised as 
verified by witnesses. Jesus returns to his 
hometown of Nazareth where he unfolds 
the direction of his future ministry by 
reading Chapter 61 of Isaiah noting Jesus 
himself fulfills this prophesy. Jesus’  
ministry begins on a positive note as he 
has been Baptized and anointed by the 
Holy Spirit, and his teaching and preaching 
has gained popularity. 

Jesus calls each of us to listen to the word 
of God and incorporate it into our daily 
lives and share in the apostolic mission. 
Each of us is called to have a change of 
heart by our baptism. Let us take this  
opportunity as we begin the year 2022 to 
listen closely and discern how we can hear 
Jesus calling us to something more in life.  
 
Catholic Schools week kicks off next  
Sunday January 30 and runs thru February 
5. There will be many internal celebrations 
going on in our Catholic schools through-
out the week. For information on learning 
more about St. Benedict the Moor Catholic 
School located at 631 Watt Street in the 
Hill District, please call 412-682-3755.  

 

Updated COVID-19 Protocol 

Bishop Zubik recently sent out a reminder 
to all pastors of some updated COVID-19  
Protocol Measures. With the Omicron  
variant causing an increase in the number 
of positive cases in our area, mask wearing 
is urgently encouraged for all attending 
Mass regardless of vaccination status. The 
practice of bringing up the offertory gifts 
and extending the Sign of Peace at Mass is  
suspended until further notice and all  
greeters, ushers and Eucharistic ministers 
must wear masks. Priests and Deacons 
must continue to wear masks at all times. 
Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

Catholic Education Plus 

Tune into KDKA Radio, 1020 am every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30am for  
Catholic Education Plus. This program, 
which I host, highlights Elementary and 
Secondary schools, colleges, youth  
ministry programs, and more. This radio 
program is sponsored by Sam and Judy 
Spanos and the Catholic Diocese of  
Pittsburgh. 
 

Looking Ahead 

Pastoral Council will be meeting on  
Sunday, February 6 after the 11am mass 
in the church sacristy. 
 
Parish Assembly on Synondality, Sunday, 
February 13 after the 11am mass in 
church.  
 
Students and Families in our 2nd Grade  

Religious Education program are preparing 
for their First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion. Families - please save these 
important dates: 

First Reconciliation - Saturday, April 30 
First Holy Communion - Sunday, May 15 

 
More details and information will follow in 
the coming weeks. 
 

Offertory Envelopes 

If you are not receiving envelopes in the 
mail or are not signed up for the on-Line 
giving program Faith Direct, please call 
Priscilla Davis at the Office at  
412-281-3141. 
 

Parish Share 

As you make decisions on your  
contributions, please consider your St. 
Benedict the Moor Parish Share Fund. Our 
Goal is $30,000 and we still owe $15,000. 
Parish Share is the yearly assessment that 
we receive from the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
that we must pay by February 1.   
 
Parish Share helps operate the Diocesan 
Offices in Crafton, St. Paul Seminary where 
we educate our future priests, helps with 
high school and college campus ministry 
programs, and the hospital chaplaincy  
programs. We all benefit from Parish 
Share.  
 

Something to Think About… 

Look to other books for Information, 
Look to the Bible for Transformation.  

 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

Last week, we 
celebrated the 
birth of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. It 
has been 54 
years since his 
death. From that 
time until today, 
memories of the 

civil rights movement that King led have 
been hotly debated. People have re
interpreted King and the movement, 
leaving out crucial aspects of his life and 
his work. One cannot understand King 
or the movement for civil rights without 
grasping how they were rooted in 
African American churches and 
spirituality, and the Christian theological 
orthodoxy and orthopraxis, that I wrote 
about in last week’s reflection.

By orthodoxy, I mean that King and the 
civil rights movement emerged out of a 
conventional Christian understanding of 
sinfulness and salvation. By orthopraxis, 
I mean that orthodox understanding of 
Christian values and teaching was 
brought to public spaces and the social 
arena. King, the civil rights movement, 
and the spirituality of African Americans 
in general, were all of one cloth. To 
remove the movement’s spiritual 
foundation from our memory is to 
deprive the social action of the late 
1950s and early 1960s of its soul. 

While Reverend King was the most 
visible leader of the movement, many 
faceless and ordinary people from 
African American churches gave the 
movement life. They were the ones who 
gave birth to the movement. It required 
a great deal of self-discipline, prayerful-
ness, and hard work. Participants in the 
movement were able to command 
respect by demonstrating they had 
respect for themselves. It did not stop 
there. The transformative power of the 
movement rested on the ability of its 
participants to see the humanity of 
those who opposed them. When asked 
what “creative nonviolence” was about, 
organizers said that they could not 
promote their own dignity while 
denying the dignity of others. 

The civil rights movement emerged 
from Christian theological orthodoxy 

that everyone was in need of salvation 
and redemption. As jazz composer 
Charles Mingus put it, “You have to fill 
the hole in your soul.” The movement 
acknowledged the transformative logic 
that all people had the potential to 
change. True to its roots in Christian 
orthodoxy, the movement recognized 
the fallen state of humanity while never 
losing hope for the potential of people 
to rise above their lowest impulses.

The struggle for freedom was not only 
to liberate the body, but it was also to 
liberate the mind and the spirit. One of 
the main characteristics of the civil 
rights movement was the practice of 
relentless examination of one’s 
conscience. Emerging from its 
foundation in Christian orthopraxis, 
participants in the movement 
understood that it was not only 
important to change other people’s 
hearts, it was also important to allow 
oneself to be transformed. African 
American orthopraxis understood that 
nobody was exempt from the need for 
change.

People in the movement understood 
that encountering the “stranger” 
created the possibility to overcome 
irrational fears and animosity. This 
would be the basis for change. Today, 
Catholic social teaching promotes the 
Consistent Ethic of Life (CEL) in which 
one values the dignity of the human 
person from point of conception until 
natural death. In his apostolic 
exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy 
of the Gospel), Pope Francis wrote that 
we are called to a “face-to-face 
encounter with others, with their 
physical presence which challenges us, 
with their pain and their pleas, with 
their joy which infects us in our close 
and continuous interaction.” We cannot 
afford to be strangers in the world.

The Christian pursuit of social justice 
must be grounded in our spirituality and 
the transcendent nature of our lives. 
We must also acknowledge our 
imperfections because all of us are both 
saints and sinners. This is the African 
American Christian orthodox theology 
and orthopraxis that formed Dr. King 
and the civil rights movement he 
symbolized.

Fr. David Taylor

Many priests begin 
their ministry 
emphasizing their 
commitment to 
service and 
willingness to be 
faithful to their 
calling. ln my first 

mass l tried to relate my 
commitment to service and how my 
life led me to give my life for others. 
Any true vocation begins early in life 
with encouragement from family, 
church, and a willingness to take 
many risks on behalf of others. When 
we serve others without conditions, 
we realize that the cross is ever 
present. 

In today’s Gospel, only found in Luke, 
Jesus gives a statement of what his 
ministry is all about; how we are 
called to follow him. He knew in 
advance that many would reject this 
call. Jesus did not merely announce 
the good news, but he made it a 
reality in his life of service. One of the 
biggest weaknesses we face is the 
difference between word and deed. 
We face this as a people and as a 
church. When we fail to live up to a 
commitment, we do great harm to 
ourselves and many others. 

Jesus fulfills every commitment at 
face value and invites us to do the 
same. This year we will have many 
opportunities to recommit ourselves 
to Christ's invitation to follow him. 
The Synodality process is a call to 
action given to all of us. The Spirit of 
the Lord renews each of us to be 
faith-filled leaders. There is no better 
time than now to make the vision of 
Christ our own.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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