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of Reconciliation, 
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Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     JANUARY 30, 2022  ●  FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Synod 2021 - 2023 for a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and Mission  

 

The Global Synod: Listening to the Holy Spirit together 
Christians are called to community, not isolation. We are called to serve 
God as one body with many parts. One way we serve God is by listening to 
one another about how we can carry out the continuing mission of the 
Church. Pope Francis has asked us to dream of better ways for Christians 
across the globe to listen together to hear the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
as He is calling us here and now. These synodal sessions will be held 
across our diocese in early 2022. For more information text “Synod2021" 
to 84576 and go to  www.diopitt.org/journeying-together to download 
your Participant Guide. 

Mass Intentions 

January 30 11:00 am 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Michael Newring 

(Gaye Velar) 

February 6  11:00 am 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Mrs. Eileen Stevenson 

(Teresa Maynor) 

Birthdays January 30th—February 5th 
 Ogbonnaya Ngwu 
Marshae Tillman 
Marshaun Tilman 

Kelechi Watkis 
Linda Jemison 

Lorraine Jemison 
Rita Canton 

Monique Palmer 
Roberta Asque 

Rose Hart 
Andrew James 
Agathe Gbolo 
Carol Johnson 

Katherine Lesnefsky  
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

BISHOP CANEVIN NOW ENROLLING FOR FALL 2022! 
Financial Aid & Scholarships Available! 

 
Saturday, February 5 

Placement Testing 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM; doors open at 8:30 AM.  
Parents are encouraged to stay from 9:00 - 10:00 AM for a Financial Aid & 

Scholarship Information Session in the Library! 
Register at bishopcanevin.org/hs-placement-test-registration 

-------------------- 
Bishop Canevin Showcase 

Parents and students will be warmly greeted with true BC fanfare and be 
escorted from station to station for hands-on experiences and demonstra-
tions, coaching tips and an opportunity to see how they can develop aca-

demically, socially, emotionally and spiritually. Wednesday, February 9 
6:30 – 9:00 PM; doors open at 6:00 PM for a Welcome Reception 

RSVP at bishopcanevin.org/events/bc-showcase 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s guest today 
January 30th will be Jon Cuniak, Interim Administrator of Pittsburgh 
East Regional Schools.  
A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

 

*STEWARDSHIP FOR JAN. 
23rd WILL BE POSTED IN 
THE FEB. 6th BULLETIN* 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Celebrating Catholic Schools Week! 

As a product of both a Catholic and Public 
Education, I am very grateful for the  
sacrifices my parents made for me and my 
two sisters so we could get a great  
Catholic elementary education. I  
graduated from St. Norbert Elementary 
School in Overbrook in 1984, Carrick High 
School in 1988 and Clarion University in 
1992, Duquesne University in 1997 and  
St. Vincent Seminary in 2000. I am very 
thankful for the foundation of the morals 
and values that Catholic Education has 
given me in my life. 
 
This week we celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week. There are many wonderful options 
for schools in our area. St. Benedict the 
Moor Catholic School, located at 631 Watt 
Street in the Hill District, offers a quality 
Catholic education in a safe and loving 
environment with a 3- and 4-year-old  
pre-school program and Kindergarten 
through Eighth Grade. With many public 
and other private schools closed during 
the Covid-19 pandemic we are blessed to 
have our Catholic schools open for in  
person instruction. In fact, this past year, 
we saw an increase in enrollment. For 
more information and to set up a tour, 
please call 412-682-3755.  
 
This weekend we celebrate the Fourth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time, and all of the 
readings speak to the vocation of the 
prophet. A true prophet is one who speaks 
for God, mediates between God and  
humankind, a calling that encompasses 
great glory but also intense rejection.   
 

In the first reading from Jeremiah, we read 
about the call and commission of the 
prophet Jeremiah. God appointed him to 
be a prophet and warned him of the  
upcoming challenges of preaching the 
word of truth to a people inclined to  
embrace falsehoods. God readies the 
prophet for this difficult task, assuring him 
of divine help all along the way. By God’s 
grace Jeremiah remained faithful to his 
calling. 
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to the 
Corinthians, we read a very familiar  
scripture passage that is read often at 
wedding ceremonies. Paul stresses the 
primacy of love in the life of a Christian as 
a challenge to move beyond childish 
things and strive for spiritual maturity in 
love. Love never fails. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read how Jesus 
returns to his hometown of Nazareth to 
teach in the synagogue. He is rejected by 
his own people. Like the Old Testament 
prophets who were rejected, Jesus  
continues to preach the depth of God’s 
love to those on the margins of society, 
the sick and the outcasts. Jesus’ ministry 
“rocked the boat” from the start as he 
upheld the eternal perspective of God’s 
kingdom.  
 
Each Christian is challenged today to  
accept his or her baptismal call as a  
prophet. Every vocation; ordained,  
religious, or laity has a role in sharing  
Jesus’ ministry as a priest, prophet, and 
king. What we say and do, and how we 
live out our faith in a very challenging, 
secular world, can have an impact to those 
around us. Let us not have fear, but  
proclaim and live the faith. 

 

Updated COVID-19 Protocol 

Bishop Zubik recently sent out a reminder 
to all pastors of some updated COVID-19 
Protocol Measures. With the Omicron 
variant causing an increase in the number 
of positive cases in our area, mask wearing 
is urgently encouraged for all attending 
Mass regardless of vaccination status. The 
practice of bringing up the offertory gifts 
and extending the Sign of Peace at Mass is 
suspended until further notice and all 
greeters, ushers and Eucharistic ministers 

must wear masks. Priests and Deacons 
must continue to wear masks at all times. 
Ushers will still conduct the offertory  
collection. Thank you for your  
cooperation.  
 

Looking Ahead 
Pastoral Council will be meeting next 
Sunday, February 6 after the 11am mass 
in the church sacristy. 
 
Parish Assembly on Synodality, Sunday, 
February 13 after the 11am mass in 
church.  
 
Students and Families in our 2nd Grade  
Religious Education program are preparing 
for their First Reconciliation and First Holy 
Communion. Families - please save these 
important dates: 

First Reconciliation - Saturday, April 30 
First Holy Communion - Sunday, May 15 

 
More details and information will follow in 
the coming weeks. 
 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Wesley Leo Garrett, 
son of Nicholas and Shayna Smith Garrett 
who is being Baptized this weekend. 
 
 
 

Something to Think About… 

If trouble drives you to prayer,  
prayer will drive the trouble away 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

In this third 
installment of 
my reflections on 
African American 
spirituality and 
the spirituality of 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr, I will 
discuss King’s 

method of prayer and what it reveals 
about Christian prayers in general. As I 
pointed out in earlier reflections, the 
methods of devotion and religiosity of 
African Americans is much older and 
broader than Dr. King. One would do 
well to explore the life and words of 
Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, 
Fr. Augustus Tolton, Benjamin Mays, 
Mary McCloud Bethune, Mary Lou 
Williams, and Sister Thea Bowman for a 
more comprehensive view. As King 
himself would acknowledge, he was a 
product of the Christianity and culture 
of African American communities.

King, like St. Augustine of Hippo 
believed that the act of praying comes 
naturally even though some prayers 
must be taught. He, like Augustine, saw 
prayer as a natural impulse of the soul. 
King saw prayer as humanity’s natural 
response to the love of God. His prayers 
drew inspiration from a combination of 
sacred scripture, tradition, reason, and 
everyday experience.

Rev. King’s approach to spirituality was 
classically Christian: he combined the 
“proximate” and the “ultimate” in his 
practice prayer. He also combined 
prayers that were “self-directed” with 
prayers that were “other-directed.” This 
is an approach to prayer that is 
characteristic of people, such as 
Christians, who have an “incarnate” 
faith. Our faith combines the seen and 
the unseen, the physical and the 
spiritual, and acknowledges the 
connectedness of all of creation in 
communio.

Praying for the proximate means 
praying for things that are already close 
to you in space and in time, such as the 
health of your family, the growth of the 
church, and the removal of obstacles in 
your life. These are things that tend to 
be bodily, physical, and material. 

Praying for the ultimate means praying 
for things that are beyond space and 
time, such as encountering Christ, 
inspiration from the Holy Spirit, and to 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

Praying in a self-directed way means 
praying for the things that would 
benefit you personally, such as recovery 
from an illness, encouragement in your 
work, or to have deeper and more 
intimate friendships. Praying in an other
-directed way means praying in a way 
that draws you outside of yourself. It is 
praying for the well-being of others, 
including for people you do not know. 
This would include praying for strangers 
at the bus stop or at the scene of an 
accident, praying for strangers who 
have fallen on hard times, and praying 
for victims of war or natural disasters on 
the other side of the globe.

All four forms of prayer are essential to 
Christian spirituality and draw us closer 
to God. They acknowledge that we are 
ultimately dependent on God, we live in 
a God-centered universe, and that we 
are connected to one another through 
Christ. As St. John said in his Gospel: “All 
things came to be through him, and 
without him nothing came to be.” And 
St. Paul the apostle wrote in his letter to 
the Colossians: “In him were created all 
things in heaven and on earth, the 
visible and the invisible … all things 
were created through him and for him.” 

A favorite prayer of Rev. King that 
combines the proximate with the 
ultimate, and the self-directed with the 
other-directed reads:

Teach us, we pray, how to use the 
great gift of reason and 

imagination so that it shall not be a 
curse but a blessing. Grant us 
visions that shall lift us from 

worldliness and sin into the light of 
your Holy presence.

This prayer offers inspiration for all of 
us.

Fr. David Taylor

The Gospel this 
Sunday is a 
continuation of last 
Sunday’s reading 
where Jesus further 
explains his mission 

and invites us to share in his ministry of 
service. Today’s gospel, however, 
presents the stark reality often 
encountered in prophetic living and 
service. The prophet Jeremiah often 
spoke of his personal challenges in 
answering the call of God. His Prophetic 
witness led to much unhappiness in his 
life. Many before and after him would 
suffer the same fate. A prophet is always 
open to rejection. Jesus finds rejection 
even amongst his own family. Last 
Sunday he proclaimed his priorities and 
in today’s Gospel he makes it clear that 
he is the fulfillment of these same 
priorities. 

Most of us like to believe that when 
there is nowhere else to turn, we can 
always rely on family to be with us. 
Indeed, to be rejected by family and 
friends is not an uncommon reality. I was 
approached to be of support to a family 
in grief and anger over the death of a 
sibling. Most of the family had rejected 
him and wanted nothing to do with a 
funeral or burial. He died after suffering 
much from HIV. It is in situations such as 
this that family love and support can be 
most needed. Jesus would later suffer 
rejection again on his entry into 
Jerusalem, but he always knew the fate 
of a prophet and would never relent of 
his purpose. The song “Blessed 
Assurance” is one of encouragement in 
times like this. We as a parish are called 
upon to be this assurance. 
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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