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Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Rita Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 

Woody Frazier 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall  
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Synod 2021 - 2023 for a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and Mission  

The Global Synod:  
Who are your companions on the road to Heaven? 

As we reflect on our “journeying together” as the Church, think about 
your traveling companions on the road to heaven. Who walks together? 
Who stands on the periphery? Who has been left behind? Listen to all of 

them with an open mind and a heart attuned to mercy and reconciliation. 
Speak what is on your heart in love, free of any desire to dominate.  

Synodal sessions will be held across the Diocese of Pittsburgh in early 
2022.  For more information text “Synod2021" to 84576 and go 

to  www.diopitt.org/journeying-together to download your  
Participant Guide. 

Mass Intentions 

February 6  11:00 am 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Mrs. Eileen Stevenson 

(Teresa Maynor) 

February 13 11:00 am 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Helen Smith 

(George Smith) 

Birthdays  
February 6th—February 12th 

 

Valentina Byers 

Elizabeth Jal 
Janice Simmons 

Gail Jackson 

Lisa Joy Finch 

Mary Harp 

Moses Simmons 

Corde’ Benning 
 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

Stewardship JANUARY 30 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,524.76 $205.00 $515.00 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

To register, see the Bible Study page on our website 

Black Facts for  
February 6th 

 Poet Melvin B. Tolson was born in 1898 in Missouri. He was a     
contemporary of the Harlem Renaissance and was made poet     
laureate of Liberia in 1947.  

 Reggae legend Robert Nesta Marley (Bob Marley) was born in Nine 
Miles, Jamaica in 1945.  

 Grammy Award winning singer, Natalie Cole, was born in 1950. 
 Arthur Ashe, the first Black man to win a Grand Slam event in     

tennis, passed away on February 6, 1993 due to complications from 
AIDS.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Follow Me! 

This coming May, I will be celebrating 
my twenty-first year as a priest for the 
Diocese of Pittsburgh. I love being a 
priest and serving the people, and I love 
working in the city and doing urban  
ministry. Despite the challenges of  
running two parishes, three schools and 
looking after five church buildings,  
dealing with roofs leaking, boilers  
breaking, making sure the parking lots 
and sidewalks are free from ice and 
snow, and keeping an eye on the budget 
and paying the bills, plus being hopeful 
proclaiming the gospel, it has been a 
growing experience these past twenty-
one years. Though priesthood has 
changed dramatically since my days 
growing up in the seventies and eighties, 
and things have changed since my  
seminary days, I still love what I am  
doing and being a priest.  
 
This weekend we celebrate the Fifth 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. In all the  
readings this weekend, people hear the 
Lord calling them to service, and all of 
them change their course to follow their 
vocation. The readings focus on  
answering the Lord’s call to follow him. 
 
In the first reading from Isaiah, we read 
how the prophet volunteers to bring the 
saving word of God to the people. Last 
week we read the call of Jeremiah and 
this week we read the call of Isaiah. The 
first reading begins with the death of 
King Uzziah. The Lord sent Isaiah to 

speak judgement oracles to a sinful  
people during King Uzziah’s final years. 
Isaiah challenged the people to change 
their ways. They resisted this message, 
and he now receives a new mission. The 
people will now listen to God’s saving 
word. 
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to the 
Corinthians, we read how Paul is  
grateful for the privilege of handing 
down the truth of the gospel. This  
reading is a continuation of the last few 
Sundays, but rather than talking about 
spiritual gifts, Paul is teaching about the 
resurrection of the dead.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, as Jesus is at the 
Sea of Galilee, he calls Simon and the 
other fishermen to be his disciples. They 
leave everything and follow him. Jesus’ 
authoritative word calls the disciples 
and commissions them for their new 
mission. Their fear at first has been 
transformed into faith. Like Isaiah, and 
Simon Peter, God is calling us to follow 
him. Who is prepared to leave every-
thing and follow Christ? God calls us 
each day to share in the divine work of 
love. We should realize that, despite our 
weaknesses, God’s grace is sufficient for 
us to share the gospel. 
 
Jesus calls us to respond to life and all 
its complexities with hope and love. The 
more we trust, the deeper our life is in 
Christ. Our conversion comes every day 
when we look beyond our selfishness. 
Jesus invites us to be not afraid. 
 
February is Black History Month. Let us 
celebrate each day! 

 

2021 Tax Letters 

Every parishioner who contributed to  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish in 2021 will 
have a tax letter printed out. To help the 
parish save on postage (and ensure that 
you receive it in a timely manner) you 
may pick up your tax letters at mass or 
stop by the parish office during normal 
business hours. To make arrangements 
for pick up please contact Priscilla Davis 

at the parish office at 412- 281-3141 ext. 
100. 
 

Parish Improvements 

I am pleased to announce that our  
Director of Music, Chris Catone, now has 
an office in the rectory. He can be 
reached at 412-281-3141 ext. 101 and 
his email address is  
music@sbtmparishpgh.com 
 

Looking Ahead 

Pastoral Council will be meeting today, 
Sunday, February 6 after the 11am mass 
in the church sacristy. 
 
Parish Assembly on Synondality,  
Sunday, February 13 after the 11am 
mass in church. Please join us after mass 
to gather stories and to build  
relationships to help the parish pastoral 
councils and the clergy team understand 
the strengths and needs of the parish 
for the sake of developing a parish  
pastoral plan.  
 
Students and Families in our 2nd Grade 
Religious Education program are  
preparing for their First Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion. Families 
please save these important dates: 
First Reconciliation- Saturday, April 30 
First Holy Communion- Sunday, May 15 
 
More details and information will follow 
in the coming weeks. 
 

Something to Think About… 

If everyone does something, then we 
can do a lot.  

- Blessed Pino Puglisi  

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

“Brothers and 
sisters: As a body 
is one though it 
has many parts, 
and all the parts 
of the body, 
though many, are 
one body, so also 
Christ.” 

(Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians 12:12)

This is Paul’s message in his first letter to the 
Corinthians. It sums up what it should feel 
like to be a member of a vibrant parish 
family. As a church, we are in the early 
stages of implementing a permanent 
process of synodality. Synodality is a process 
of building relationships. We are building 
relationships between the clergy, the 
consecrated, the laity, and also with those 
who no longer participate in Sunday 
worship.

Synodality means that we are learning how 
to be a church together and we are learning 
how to be a church to one another. We are 
seeking to strengthen relationships that are 
weak and to rebuild relationships where 
they no longer exist. This will take time.

The image that is associated with synodality 
shows people walking together on a 
journey. The depiction of “people” indicates 
that the process should be inclusive. The 
depiction of walking suggests that the 
Church must not stand still, it must not be 
stagnant. The depiction of a journey 
suggests that although tasks are important, 
the process, the journey itself is the 
outcome. We must not be impatient with 
the process of inclusion, discovery, and with 
outcomes we cannot foresee or control. We 
must trust the Holy Spirit.

The formal synodal process will produce a 
three-page document that will be sent to 
the diocese at the end of March, but a brief 
bullet-point document will not capture the 
richness, the beauty and the diversity of our 
parish and it will not foster the relationships 
we need to build. After that formal 
document has been sent, we will still be 
here as a parish. We will be here with all of 
our complexity and diversity, and all of the 
synodal relationships that we must continue 
to cultivate and explore. 

The synodal process beyond the March 
deadline will change the way we function as 
a parish, as a diocese, and as a universal 
Church. This process does not begin by 
standing on top of well-worn soap boxes 
and hammering away at strongly held 

positions and opinions. It begins by 
describing the journey that brought us to 
those soap boxes and those strongly-held 
opinions in the first place. It must take place 
in small groups and one-on-one 
conversations, where people are willing to 
share the kinds of things that they would be 
reluctant to share in town halls and parish 
assemblies. During those conversations in 
small groups and in face-to-face encounters, 
we hear stories that could never be 
captured in a town hall or formal survey. 
These discussions between individuals and 
in small groups will lead to more substantive 
and meaningful parish assemblies when 
they occur. They will generate insights that 
will engage the parish in the process of 
pastoral planning, and they will build 
relationships, which are the fiber and life of 
the parish.

When we share our stories, not only does 
this help other people to understand us; it 
helps us to understand ourselves because 
we learn from the different ways others 
interpret what we have told them.

The measure of the success for this process 
is not predetermined by a single or specific 
outcome on a single issue we seek to 
resolve in a certain way. The measure of the 
success of this process is how we learn to 
walk together on the journey of faith. By 
being present to one another and holding 
conversations we will learn how to listen 
differently. 

Just as priests instruct the laity in the liturgy, 
the sacraments, biblical interpretation, and 
different methods of prayer, the laity must 
instruct the clergy in how to become better 
priests. And all of us, clergy, consecrated, 
and the laity must learn to explore the gifts 
and insights that the Holy Spirit has put into 
our hearts and bring them into this 
dialogue.

The Vatican has proposed a series of 
questions to be part of this synodal process 
of inquiry, but two of these questions 
particularly stand out: How does our parish 
prepare the laity, the consecrated, and the 
clergy to be more capable of “walking 
together,” to listen to one another, 
participate in mission, and engage in 
dialogue? And what preparation do we offer 
to foster discernment and the exercise of 
authority in a synodal way?

We do not have quick and easy answers to 
these questions. They should not be glossed 
over using talking points. As the Jesuits 
would say, we must learn to “dwell in the 
inquiry.” When we don’t have an answer to 
a question, we must learn to live with that 
question, knowing that the answer will 
eventually be revealed.

Fr. David Taylor

I am often asked how 
and why l converted 
to Catholicism, and 
how this might have 
led to my vocation. 
My brother had    
already taken this 
journey before me. 

For me it all began with attending     
Catholic schools. Being exposed daily to 
catechism, prayer and attending mass 
made a significant change in my life.  
Later l converted, along with my family, 
to the faith. While in college l continued 
to be involved in my parish and in     
Catholic activities on campus. During this 
time l also became involved in the Civil 
rights struggle thinking that perhaps I 
could make a difference in the church.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives out a call to 
follow him. The most important         
qualification was a desire to serve rather 
than was a call to serve. In the Church 
today there are many ways to listen to 
and respond to a call to service.        
Hopefully, as we are involved in the   
Synodal process we may see new ways of 
our call to serve. Jesus never ceases to 
call; we just have to hear and respond.

Last week I had a blessing service and 
committal for Mrs. Lillie Carter. She was a 
long-time member of St. Mary             
Magdalene from Holy Rosary. For many 
years she worked at both Sacred Heart 
and St. Raphael parishes, now St. Jude. 
She was a member of the ladies of         
St. Peter Claver and the Christian      
Mothers. We will have a memorial mass 
for her in the Spring.

We are grateful and thankful that no one 
was killed or seriously injured in the 
bridge collapse on Forbes Avenue. Many 
of us travel in this area frequently. God 
protects from dangers both seen and 
unseen. As the spiritual song goes, “what 
a mighty God we serve”.

This week we begin African American 
History Month. Many events are being 
planned for our parish. It is more        
important as ever that our children, of all 
ethnic groups, be exposed to our        
histories.
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Advertising on the weekly parish bulletin is a great return on your advertising dollar in that 
the expense is tax deductible and the ad will promote your cause throughout the community

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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