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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     FEBRUARY 13, 2022  ●  SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 

James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
The Hall Family 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 

Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Synod 2021 - 2023 for a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and Mission  

The Global Synod:  
Journeying, Praying and Worshiping Together 

We can only “journey together” toward the kingdom of God if 
we pray and worship and receive the sacraments together. 
For the synod, Pope Francis asks us to consider how prayer 
and liturgy inspire and direct our journey. How does each 
baptized Christian follow God as an individual while remain-
ing true to the community? How do we as individuals and 
communities discern God’s call to us? These questions will be 
part of synodal sessions throughout the Diocese of Pittsburgh 
in early 2022.  For more information text “Synod2021" to 
84576 and go to  www.diopitt.org/journeying-together to 
download your Participant Guide. 

Mass Intentions 

February 13 11:00 am 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Helen Smith 

(George Smith) 

February 20 11:00 am 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Debra Foster 

(Jacqueline Foster) 

Birthdays  
February 13th—February 19th 

Kathleen Froncek 
Alex Knowles, Jr. 

Ann Betters 
Jadow Esuno-Nondo 

Janet Glass 
Taylin Johnson 
Marvin Randall 

Rudolph Strothers 
Kelly Green 

Julie Mondello 
Joelynn Parham 

 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

Stewardship FEBRUARY 6 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$5.718.00 $675.00 $1,351.00 

Black Facts for  
February 13th 

“Malvin Russell Goode was an African American television journalist and news            
correspondent. Goode was born on February 13, 1908, in White Plains, Virginia,        

educated in the public school system of Homestead, Pennsylvania, and graduated from 
the University of Pittsburgh in 1931. Starting in high school, he was employed for twelve 

years as a laborer in steel mills, until five years after his graduation. Appointed to a    
position in the Juvenile Court as a boys work director at the Centre Avenue YMCA, he 
spearheaded the fight against discrimination in the Pittsburgh branches of the YMCA. 

Goode worked with the Pittsburgh Housing Authority for six years and joined 
the Pittsburgh Courier in 1948, where he remained for 14 years. 

A year later he began a career in radio broadcasting with KQV radio, doing 15-minute 
news show two nights a week. Soon, he had a five-minute daily news show on WHOD, 
where he was named that stations news director in 1952. In 1962 he became the first 

Black network news correspondent for ABC television network as a United Nations (UN) 
reporter. He allegedly received this position after baseball player Jackie Robinson, who 
was the first Black player in the major leagues, complained to ABC executives about the 
lack of Black reporters. Goode's first assignment was covering the Cuban Missile Crisis; 

he distinguished himself with incisive TV and radio reports during the long hours of   
debate at the UN. Goode was a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, and in April 1968 

covered the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., a fellow fraternity brother.  

In 1971, Goode became the first Black member of the Radio and Television News      
Directors Association. In 1990, the National Association of Black Journalists inducted Mr. 
Goode into its hall of fame. Malvin Goode died of a stroke on September 12th, 1995 at 

the age of 87 in Pittsburgh. “ 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

We Are Blessed! 

I like to send out cards to family and 
friends on a regular basis “the old-
fashioned way” by sending a card or 
letter (versus social media). I recently 
sent out a card to a friend of mine who 
recently lost her husband to let her 
know that I was thinking and praying for 
her. She responded back thanking me 
and that my card “made her day!” That 
same day I received a thank you from 
my aunt (and God Mother) Kathy 
Dvorsky, thanking me for her Birthday 
card. It’s those little things in life that 
can really add up to mean a lot. This 
weekend we celebrate the Sixth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time. The readings focus on 
trusting in God and looking at the  
blessings in life.  
 
Today’s first reading from Jeremiah we 
read how a prophet warns against  
placing more trust in human words than 
the word of God. This is the first of a 
small collection of Wisdom sayings 
which can be described as clever  
proverbs about human behavior. This 
example of Hebrew poetry helps us to 
slow down and contemplate the truth 
that God is our refuge always and our 
only hope in times of need. Trusting in 
the Word of God is always the secure 
choice. The prophet Jeremiah challenges 
our short-sighted perceptions of  
ourselves, others, and God.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to the 
Corinthians, we read how Paul preaches 

the resurrection of Jesus who won  
victory over sin and death. Paul reminds 
the community of Corinth of the  
centrality to Christian faith of the  
resurrection of Jesus. It was his death 
and resurrection together that brought 
about forgiveness and salvation.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the  
beginning of the “Sermon on the Plain” 
which parallels St. Matthew’s “Sermon 
on the Mount.” We will be reading this 
particular passage the next three weeks. 
While Matthew’s setting is on a  
mountain, Luke prefers to show Jesus 
close to the crowds he addresses. The 
disciples and many people representing 
Jesus and the Gentiles are located on 
level ground with Jesus.   
 
While Matthew gives us nine beatitudes; 
Luke just gives us four. The four  
beatitudes, or blessings, express a  
combination of happiness, being  
fortunate, and being blessed. The 
“woes” are addressed to the rich. These 
blessings and woes are aimed at those 
people who live their lives either in  
harmony or out of harmony. Future 
blessings will outweigh current  
hardships.  
 
We all sometimes turn away from God, 
but God is always there for us. When we 
learn to trust God, everything changes. 
Every aspect of our humanity calls out 
to be in God. Our brokenness, pain, and 
grief are all the places in which deep 
grace may live in us.  
 
Christian life is not about avoiding 
suffering but includes finding the  
meaning of suffering through hope we 
have in Christ. Those who are suffering, 
the poor, hungry, weeping or the  
persecuted are much richer spiritually 
because they have nothing left other 
than the Lord. Blessed are they who 
hope in the Lord.  
 
Jesus is waiting for us. He wants to give 
us the riches of his mercy, the joy of his 
love, and the bread of eternal life.  

February is Black History Month. Let us 
celebrate each day! 

 

2021 Tax Letters 

Every parishioner who contributed to  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish in 2021 will 
have a tax letter printed out. To help the 
parish save on postage (and ensure that 
you receive it in a timely manner) you 
may pick up your tax letters at mass or 
stop by the parish office during normal 
business hours. To make arrangements 
for pick up please contact Priscilla Davis 
at the parish office at 412- 281-3141 ext. 
100. 
 

Looking Ahead 

Parish Assembly on Synondality,  
Sunday, February 13 this weekend in 
church. Please join us after mass to 
gather stories and to build relationships 
to help the parish pastoral councils and 
the clergy team understand the 
strengths and needs of the parish for 
the sake of developing a parish pastoral 
plan. Special thanks to Fr. Matthew for 
organizing this Assembly. 
 
Students and Families in our 2nd Grade 
Religious Education program are  
preparing for their First Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion. 
 
First Reconciliation- Saturday, April 30 
First Holy Communion- Sunday, May 15 
 

Something to Think About… 

The proud man counts his newspaper 
clippings; the humble, his blessings.  

-Bishop Fulton Sheen  

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

You will under-
stand a great 
deal about the 
people around 
you if you 
understand the 
social identities 
that they have 

embraced for themselves. We all have 
social identities. These parts of our 
identities have biological origins, parts 
are imposed on us from the outside, 
and we have created parts for 
ourselves. Our identities include 
gender, race, class, religion, culture, 
ethnicity, nationality, and other ways 
in which people may be categorized. 
The key thing is that the identities 
that we accept and embrace 
determine how we will go through 
life. For better or for worse, our social 
identities define us. In some ways 
they link us to other people; in other 
ways they drive us apart.

Throughout the 2,000-year history of 
Christianity, the most active and 
devout people had a strong sense of 
their identity. They knew who they 
were because they knew what they 
were called to do. Much like the 
Hebrews, the Israelites, and the Jews 
throughout the history of salvation, 
Christians knew their role in the 
history of salvation. Wise people have 
said, “Tell me what you believe your 
mission in life is and I will tell you who 
you are.” Knowing one’s purpose 
gives one an identity. On the other 
hand, to not have a purpose or 
mission in life reduces one to being a 
person without a face.

What are the identities that are 
proper to the Christian? What is our 
mission? What is our purpose in life? 
Regardless of one’s gender, race, or 
class, every Christian has the identity 
of being a priest, a prophet, and a 
king. This is because these are the 
identities that are proper to Christ 
Himself. A Christian is a priest because 
the Christian has a mission to 
intervene with God on behalf of 
humanity. We do this through 

worship and prayer. Even the smallest 
sacrifices we make in daily life on 
behalf of our neighbor are exercises 
of our priestly vocation.

A Christian is also a prophet, because 
our mission is to break through the 
wall of silence and indifference and 
defend the weakest and most 
vulnerable among us. We are 
prophets because we are called to 
rouse ourselves and others from our 
complacency. We call on the people 
around us to “wake up,” but first we 
must be awakened ourselves.

And a Christian is a king, because our 
mission is to establish order amid the 
chaos in the world, and to salvage 
those who have been lost. We are 
kings because, unlike Cain in the Book 
of Genesis, we know that we are 
responsible for what happens to our 
brothers and sisters. We are kings 
because we accept our responsibilities 
as being stewards over the 
environment.

A Christian is a priest, a prophet, and 
a king. If we realize our mission in life, 
then we will know who we are. For 
this reason, every Christian becomes a 
“missionary-disciple.” As missionaries, 
we are people who are sent. At the 
end of each Mass the priest says, “Go 
forth…” and sends us out into the 
world. The Mass itself is a dismissal; it 
is a sending. As disciples we are 
people who are constantly learning at 
the foot of the cross. This is what 
discipleship means: we never stop 
learning.

Let us go out into the world, as people 
who are sent. Let us never stop 
learning, as Jesus’ disciples. And let us 
find our true identity by discovering 
and embracing our purpose and 
mission in life.

Fr. David Taylor

It has been said that 
if you have nothing, 
then you have 
nothing to lose. The 
most genuine faith 
can be when we 
stand before God 
with only ourselves, 

without being overburdened by what 
we possess or what we lack. Prophets 
like Jeremiah and Isaiah often made 
the argument that they had nothing 
except the call of God. But it was the 
lack of many possessions and skills that 
made them most available to the 
service of God. The most essential 
quality is the willingness to say "yes" 
and then allow God to give us what we 
need. 

Luke's Sermon on the Plain reinforces 
this notion. The qualities most needed 
have to do with attitude and the desire 
to serve. Our blessings flow from how 
we live and how we share. This can 
provide the background for any life of 
service. Often the most effective prayer 
happens when we have nothing in 
particular to pray for. We leave the 
asking and answering to God. 

Powerlessness can be made to be our 
greatest strength. It is well to note in 
our celebration of African American 
History Month that most of those we 
celebrate had little or nothing to offer 
in terms of material goods or wealth. 
Many of them were born into slavery. 
It was their spirituality, attitude, and 
determination which enabled them to 
powerfully help to make life better for 
all of us. 

Suffering and the Cross will always be 
present in our lives. The good news is 
that Hope will always see us through 
the most difficult of times and help us 
to make life better for others along the 
way. The faithful life is never about 
avoiding suffering but rather finding 
meaning in it so that we can help 
renew the world.
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