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Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     FEBRUARY 20, 2022  ●  SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 

James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 

Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

February 20 11:00 am 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Debra Foster 

(Jacqueline Foster) 

February 27 11:00 am 
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Ilene Foster 

(Jacqueline Foster) 

Birthdays  
February 20th—February 26th 

 

Carlotta Black 
Stella Lowden 

Charelise Davis 
Samantha Betters 

Margretta Stokes-Tucker 
Rochelle McCain 

 

Happy  
Birthday!! 

 

Stewardship FEBRUARY 13 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,764.00 $460.00 $360.00 

Black Facts for February 20th 
Sidney Poitier was born February 20, 1927  in Miami, Florida. Mr. Poitier was a          
Bahamian and American actor, film director, and diplomat. In 1964, he was the 
first  African American actor, and first Bahamian to win the Academy Award for 

Best Actor.He received two Golden Globe Awards, a British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts (BAFTA), and a Grammy Award for Best Spoken Word     

Album. Poitier was one of the last major stars from the Golden Age of           
Hollywood cinema. He was also a champion for Civil Rights, having participated 

in the 1963 March on Washington. Sidney Poitier passed away on January 6, 
2022 at the age of 94 years old.  

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next  
program is on February 27th.  
A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

Bulletin Announcement requests are due on Sunday by 
5pm for the next Sunday’s bulletin. Please email Jennifer Whitley 
at bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 
 

Mass Intention requests are being accepted for 2022. Please 
email Priscilla Davis at office@sbtmparishpgh.com or call her at 
412- 281-3141 ext. 100 

Thank You! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Forgive! 

Growing up in Carrick I had a group of 
friends who I would spend time  
together with. We would ride bikes up 
and down the streets of Carrick and 
through Phillips Park and walk along 
Brownsville Road. There was a particular 
time when there was a group of bullies 
who walked the streets causing some 
trouble. I can remember my parents 
teaching me not to hate these  
individuals who would cause some 
taunting and bulling, but to pray for 
them. It was a lesson that has taught me 
even out through my adult years, that 
there are going to be “difficult people” 
to deal with in life that have different 
views, morals, values, and people that 
may have hurt me verbally or a family 
member or friend. This weekend we 
celebrate the Seventh Sunday in  
Ordinary Time. The readings focus on 
loving our enemies and forgiving others.  
 
In the first reading from Samuel, we 
read how David refuses to take  
advantage of his rival Saul who was 
seeking to kill David because he was 
jealous of how David’s popularity among 
the people. This was the second time 
David has a chance to take Saul’s life. 
David uses this opportunity to teach 
Saul that the surest foundations for 
kingship in Israel are justice and fidelity 
to the Lord. Instead of claiming kingship 
for himself, David will rely on the Lord 
God to decide who will rule over the 
people. 

In the Second Reading to the  
Corinthians, we read how Paul teaches 
that Jesus is the new Adam who  
promises us eternal life. Just as we have 
borne the image of Adam, we shall also 
bear the image of Christ. Through  
Baptism we bear the image of Jesus, the 
Second Adam, who is of heaven and 
who gives life through the spirit. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we continue  
reading from the “Sermon on the Plain”, 
as Jesus teaches his followers what is 
means to love one’s enemies. This  
passage consists of a series of  
admonitions describing the conduct 
required for life in the kingdom of God. 
Three principals: treat others as you 
would want them to treat you, love your 
enemies, and be merciful as your father 
is merciful. 
 
Jesus intends these admonitions to be 
implemented we are being called upon 
to be equally generous, loving, and  
merciful to others. A refusal to forgive 
tends to hollow out a person. Jesus’ 
message to love one’s enemies was 
counter cultural in his day, as it is in 
ours. Today’s gospel is not about taking 
a passive stance against injustice, it  
encourages the disciples to think  
creatively about the ways to actively 
resist injustice without getting violent.  
 
Forgiveness is a central practice of the 
Christian faith as we strive to build a 
more loving and untied world. We are 
defined by our words and actions. We 
must be willing and eager to forgive 
those who wrong us. God gives us the 
grace to be as merciful as himself. Let us 
prepare our hearts to become vessels of 
the Fathers mercy. 

 

Special Note 

Please be aware that some parishioners 
and staff occasionally receive an email 
from “me” requesting “to do me a  
favor”, and “please respond via email”,  
stating that I am in a meeting or at a 
hospital and cannot talk and need a 
favor or gift cards.  The email address 

usually from a Gmail address (which I 
do not have). Please do not respond to 
these scams. I would never solicit  
parishioners for favors, money, or gift 
cards. If something looks suspicious, 
please speak to me in person or give 
me a call via the phone.  
 

2021 Tax Letters 

Every parishioner who contributed to  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish in 2021 will 
have a tax letter printed out. To help the 
parish save on postage (and ensure that 
you receive it in a timely manner) you 
may pick up your tax letters at mass or 
stop by the parish office during normal 
business hours. To make arrangements 
for pick up please contact Priscilla Davis 
at the parish office at 412- 281-3141 ext. 
100. 
 

Parish Assembly on Synodality 

Thank you to everyone who participated 
in our Parish Assembly on Synodality last 
Sunday. Special thanks to Darrell Rubin 
for being our Moderator, Julie Mondello 
for being the notetaker, and for  

Fr. Matthew Hawkins to help lead the  

discussion. Everyone’s input is very  

important.  

 
 

Something to Think About… 

God will give you double  
what you give him.  

- Blessed Cyprian Michael Iwene Tansi  

 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

On Sunday, 
February 13, 
St. Benedict the 
Moor held our 
first synodal 
parish assembly 
to discuss what it 
means to journey 
together as a 

community of faith. The discussion was 
frank and candid. This week I am 
reflecting on the identity of our parish 
and what makes it unique.

Parishioners pointed out three aspects of 
parish life that were most important to 
them: the cultural aspect, the spiritual 
aspect, and the aspect of socialization 
into a community. The cultural aspect, 
they said, was reflected in the 
importance people gave to the music 
and the preaching. The spiritual aspect 
was evident in the value they placed on 
the sacraments and feeling the presence 
of the Holy Spirit. The communal aspect 
is most visible in the hospitality of the 
worship services and celebration of 
African American culture and heritage.

Several parishioners pointed out that the 
extended “sign of peace” during the 
liturgy is an important feature of the 
parish. No matter how beaten down a 
person might feel during the week, and 
no matter how much they might feel 
alone, people are spiritually and 
emotionally healed when members of 
the church and the clergy walk up and 
down the aisles greeting one another 
and giving each other hugs on Sunday. 
Even someone who feels like an outsider 
everywhere else during the week knows 
that on Sunday they belong to a parish 
family. Unfortunately, the pandemic has 
hampered this practice along with 
straining other aspects of community life 
during the past two years.

Another parishioner said that the culture 
of St. Benedict the Moor is not one 
where people come to the Church to 
receive the sacrament and leave; rather, 
it is one where people stay until the end 
of the liturgy. Even then, people linger in 
the aisles and the back of the church to 
talk with one another. A parishioner said 
that when she took her eight-year-old 
son to St. Paul Cathedral one Sunday and 
people rushed to the back doors after 
receiving the Eucharist, her son stopped 

some of the adults and lectured them, 
“Mass is not over until the priest 
processes down the aisle.” Although the 
embarrassed mother pulled her son back 
to his seat, the offending adults were 
duly shamed and returned to their pews. 
That child reflected the values of the 
parish in which he was raised. People do 
not attend St. Benedict the Moor simply 
to check off the boxes for their weekly 
obligation. They come to be part of a 
family.

We repeatedly heard that regardless of 
race people attend this parish because it 
gives them a sense of belonging and 
makes them feel at home. One 
parishioner said that she did not always 
feel fully accepted by her biological 
family, and that St. Benedict the Moor 
gave her the sense of kinship that she 
longed for. Another parishioner said that 
their children were virtually raised by the 
parish. Their children grew up in the 
aisles of the church.

Parishioners pointed out the importance 
of being able to raise their children in a 
church environment where they do not 
have to feel as though it is strange to be 
both Black and Catholic. They noted that 
often the culture in other Catholic 
parishes provide little room for African 
American culture, and that most Black 
American churches are not Catholic. St. 
Benedict the Moor allows parishioners to 
grow in the formation of their faith 
within the context of Black American 
heritage and traditions.

Synodality is about building a family and 
the community by strengthening 
dialogue and relationships within the 
parish. It is about recognizing and 
nurturing a vision for the parish and the 
parish’s identity. This will lead to 
pastoral planning as a community of 
faith. While there will be more synodal 
gatherings in the future, most of the 
dialogue will take place during one-on-
one sessions and in small groups to 
prepare for the larger parish assemblies.

Thank you to Julie Mondello for taking 
notes during last week’s session. Thanks 
to Marilyn Dunson and the greeters and 
hospitality ministries for providing 
refreshments. A special thanks to Darrell 
Rubin for performing the difficult task of 
facilitating the discussion and tying all of 
the ideas together.

Fr. David Taylor

As we continue with 
St. Luke’s version of 
the Beatitudes, we 
cannot help but be 
impressed with the 
emphasis on 
forgiveness and 
reconciliation. We 

are asked to be merciful just as God is 
merciful. At surface this appears to be 
an impossibility. But the Lord is aware 
of our weaknesses even as he 
encourages us to go the extra mile. We 
can never do this alone, and the good 
news is that we should not have to. 
Pope Francis, in his book “Let Us 
Dream”, reminds us that the essence of 
church is family and community, and if 
this is true then the most difficult acts 
of love and forgiveness should never 
have to be done alone. 

Many of us remember the mass 
murder that took place in a church in 
Charleston, South Carolina. The pastor 
and church members were gathered in 
prayer and Bible study. While most of 
the emphasis was on the evil act, 
perhaps the most consequential action 
was the call to mercy and forgiveness. 
Many family members made it clear 
they were looking for justice but not 
revenge. They did not want this to be a 
death penalty case. The young 
man accused was raised in an 
environment of hate and bigotry. This 
indeed was a case of community sin 
and evil. 

As people of faith, we must always 
seek justice but never revenge. Closure 
can only come from forgiveness, as 
difficult as this might be. There is no 
greater challenge to our faith than 
overcoming a need for refusal to 
forgive. A need for hate, anger, and 
refusal to forgive will always do more 
harm to the person offended. We 
cannot be as merciful as God, but we 
must always look for opportunities to 
imitate him.
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