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Mass Schedule  
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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 

James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 

Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

February 27 11:00 am 
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Ilene Foster 

(Jacqueline Foster) 

March 6 11:00 am 
Lent Week One 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 
 

Tiffani Livsey 

(Linda Fleming-Heath) 

Birthdays  
February 27th—March 5th 

Wanda Jones 

Shelley Sims 

Fred Palmer 

Margaret Cele 

Benjamin Kabagambe 

Sarah Davis 

Rob Ogunyemi 
Adrienne Ebo 

Josephine Finch 

Nelson Fomunjeng 
Happy Birthday!! 

Stewardship FEBRUARY 20 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$5,751.25 $497.00 $365.00 

Black Facts for February 27th 
Opera singer, Marian Anderson was born February 27, 1897 in Philadelphia. 
She performed a wide range of music, from opera to spirituals, and was an  

important figure in the struggle for African-American artists to overcome racial 
prejudice in the United States during the mid-twentieth century. In 1939 during 
the era of racial segregation, the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) 

refused to allow Anderson to sing to an integrated audience in Constitution 
Hall in Washington, D.C. With the aid of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and her 

husband President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Anderson performed a critically     
acclaimed open-air concert on Easter Sunday, April 9, 1939, on the Lincoln   

Memorial steps in the capital. She sang before an integrated crowd of more 
than 75,000 people and a radio audience in the millions. 

On January 7, 1955, Anderson became the first African-American singer to   
perform at the Metropolitan Opera. In addition, she worked as a delegate to 

the United Nations Human Rights Committee and as a Goodwill Ambassador for 
the United States Department of State, giving concerts all over the world. She 
participated in the civil rights movement in the 1960s, singing at the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom in 1963. The recipient of numerous awards 

and honors, Anderson was widely beloved. She passed away on April 3, 1993 at 
the age of 96 years old.  

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next  
program is today February 27th.  
A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Words Matter! 
This weekend we celebrate the 
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time. The 
readings focus on hearing words 
that matter in life.  
 
In the First Reading from Sirach, we 
read how a wise man teaches us to 
be discerning about the words we 
hear. Sirach teaches that humble 
reverence for God and for the law of 
Moses is the way to wisdom. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the 
third section from Luke’s “Sermon 
on the Plain.” The teaching  
emphasizes the Christian  
community’s need to exercise good 
pastoral oversight and control. Jesus 
exemplifies his teaching regarding 
personal integrity with two parables: 
the blind leading the blind, and only 
good trees produce good fruit. 
 
Pastoral ministers need good  
training in order to unfold the gospel 
effectively for the community. The 
tendency to notice faults in other 
people while ignoring them in one-
self causes tension in any  
community. If you want good fruit, 
you need good trees to bear good 
fruit as disciples of Jesus, we must 
first encounter him and receive his 
instruction.  
 
We need guidance by learning and 
spending time with the Lord. No  
disciple is superior to the teacher, 
but when fully trained, every disciple 
will be like his or her teacher. 
 
Both Sirach and Jesus use the  
analogy of a tree and the fruit that it 
bears. Words matter! We choose the 
words we use to reflect the good-

ness of our heart. We speak out 
against injustice and dishonesty and 
for those whose voice is ignored. 
 
Lent begins this coming Ash 
Wednesday- March 2nd. Ashes will 
be distributed at the 6:30pm mass. 
 
The “Little Black Book” Lenten  
mediation book is available for your 
taking after mass this weekend. It is 
free and courtesy of St. Benedict the 
Moor Parish. Let us walk this forty-
day journey together with prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving and Let’s 
Eliminate Negative Thinking.  
 
Updated COVID-19 Policy 
Because of new case counts  
continue to fall in Allegheny County 
and statewide, Bishop Zubik has  
lifted the Mask Mandates for  
parishioners and students. Beginning 
this weekend Masks will be optional 
for those attending mass and we will 
resume the offertory gift procession 
and sign of peace. Pope Francis and 
Bishop Zubik have long urged all 
who can get the vaccine to do so. 
 
Parish Share 2021 
The Annual Parish Share 2021  
Campaign has concluded. Thank you 
to all who contributed. No funds  
collected via the program go  
towards lawsuits or legal affairs,  
rather they support the day- to- day 
operations at the Pastoral Center 
and Seminary in Green Tree, the 
Hospital Chaplaincy programs in our 
area hospitals and nursing homes, 
tuition scholarships and grants for 
our Catholic Elementary and  
Secondary Schools, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local  
colleges and universities.  
 
Parish Share also helps the individual 
parishes with assistance from the 
Diocesan Insurance and Benefits 
Office for our parish and school  
employees, Property and Planning 
Office to assist with buildings and 
grounds issues and the Parish  
Services Office assists Pastors and 
Business Managers with the day-to-
day operations of the parish. St.  
Benedict the Moor Parish has been 
helped by Parish Services and the 
Office of Property and Planning this 
past year as we sold the former St. 
Benedict the Moor Center on  
Bedford Avenue to the Hill District 
Dance Academy (HDAT).  

Our 2022 Campaign officially kicks 
off this weekend. Our goal is 
$30,000. Every registered  
parishioner should have received a 
Parish Share Information packet and 
pledge card in the mail. Please  
complete the pledge card either paid 
in full or with a pledge payable to 
“St. Benedict the Moor Parish” and 
memo the check “Parish Share” and 
return it in the parish envelope that 
was provided. Extra envelopes and 
information packets are available in 
the back of the church.  
 
This Assessment or “Franchise Fee’ is 
a bill that we must pay. If we collect 
our goal then any extra funds stay in 
the parish to help with programs, 
and unexpected maintenance issues. 
Please be as generous as possible. 
 
2021 Tax Letters 
Every parishioner who contributed 
to St. Benedict the Moor Parish in 
2021 will have a tax letter printed 
out. To help the parish save on  
postage (and ensure that you  
receive it in a timely manner) you 
may pick up your tax letters at mass 
or stop by the parish office during 
normal business hours. To make  
arrangements for pick up please 
contact Priscilla Davis at the parish 
office at 412- 281-3141 ext. 100. 
 
Something to Think About… 

After you sing the blues, you still 
have the blues. I sing God’s music 

because it makes me feel free.   
- Mahalia Jackson 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

One of the main 
objectives of the 
synodal process 
is to strengthen 
relationships 
within the     
parish. While 
there is a time 
for large parish 

assemblies, the real work of synodality 
is ongoing and takes place in one-on-
one conversations and in meetings   
between small groups within the parish. 
In these gatherings, such as the      
Christian Mothers, men’s groups, faith-
sharing groups, groups of young adults, 
and social ministries, conversations take 
place on a scale where relationships 
have a chance to deepen.

One-on-one conversations and 
meetings in small groups should take 
place with a profound awareness of the 
spirituality of the moment. Usually, 
when parish ministries meet, they take 
on the tone of a business meeting or 
the trustee board of an institution. This 
is only natural since most meetings in 
our lives occur in businesses or secular 
offices and agencies. Synodal meetings, 
however, should have the tone of    
spiritual discernment. We should enter 
them prayerfully and maintain a  
prayerful resonance throughout the 
meeting. We should be aware of how 
the Holy Spirit is guiding the process.

Synodal listening is spiritual listening. In 
order for these sessions to be fruitful, 
we must be prepared to listen to what 
each participant is sharing. We should 
pay attention to whatever stirs within us 
as we listen. We should awaken to  
common themes that emerge within 
the group and key insights from other 
people’s journeys. Synodal conversa-
tions, in the words of Saint Francis de 
Sales, should be conversations in which 
“heart speaks to heart.”

This type of sharing pivots on             
storytelling. Not only will the synodal 
process build a stronger sense of     
communion within the parish and   
deepen our relationships, it will 
strengthen the capacity of members of 
the parish for evangelization by        
discovering and telling personal stories. 

Unlike Protestant evangelicals, Catholics 
are reluctant to talk about their faith or 
the ways that they see God moving in 
their lives. Synodal sessions, grounded 
in sharing our stories in small groups, 
will give us greater confidence to      
describe our journey of faith to others.

Synodal sharing makes us vulnerable. 
When we offer our ideas and opinions, 
we remain in control and hidden behind 
a mask. When we share our stories we 
expose pieces of our lives in ways that 
are often unintentional and are open to 
interpretation. Our stories require    
honesty and we become transparent. 
Our stories will be most meaningful if 
we are not putting on a performance. 
We should not try to impress others and 
we should not spend our time preparing 
our responses while the other person is 
talking. Synodal sharing means that we 
are emotionally exposed. We stand 
naked in front of the group. This takes 
courage.

It would be helpful for the parish to 
offer workshops as needed, perhaps as 
often as monthly, on drawing out other 
people’s stories, holding one-on-one 
conversations, and on identifying 
themes and insights that resonate most 
powerfully for the group. These      
workshops would give participants a 
chance to experiment and debrief with 
one another. Participants in these  
workshops would learn from one     
another.

While synodality should lead to better 
pastoral planning and more lively and 
engaged lay-ministry, this does not 
mean that it has to be business-like or 
coldly academic. The synodal process 
should take in more than just the     
numbers and statistical data that tend 
to drive decisions. It should create room 
for the heart and face of the human 
person to shine through. The synodal 
process is about individual stories and 
collective experiences as we journey 
together in faith. Let us be flexible and 
open so that the Holy Spirit may work 
within us and through us, and may 
guide us as we go forward.

Fr. David Taylor

There is a saying 
relative to “There 
are none so blind as 
those who will not 
see”. This can refer 
to our ability to    
separate our own 
actions from the 

deeds of others. There are those who 
call this “turning a blind eye”. Thank-
fully our moral conscience can often 
put us back on track.

I once participated in a guided       
retreat. I was the only priest     
attending. On the second day of the 
retreat, we were invited to reflect on 
some difficult   areas of our lives. 
Some participants reflected on issues 
they had spent much of their lives 
trying to forget. I decided to          
participate in this exercise. It was 
humbling and difficult but a freeing 
experience. Some of the participants 
knew me well; it changed my life as 
well as theirs. Self-criticism can be 
difficult but worthwhile in renewing 
the quality of our moral and spiritual 
life. The late spiritual writer, Fr.   
Henry Nowen, often speaks of the 
need for self-examination in many of 
his books. I often use them for      
Lenten spiritual reading.

As we come to the end of Luke's       
Sermon on the Plain, we again see 
the importance of self-healing and 
self-forgiving. This helps us to see 
others in a new way with a renewed 
vision. As we continue to walk with 
one another during this Synodal time 
of renewal we will also gain a new 
perspective on the upcoming season 
of Lent. lt is a journey calling us to 
see the truth about ourselves, and 
this is best done in the company of 
others. 
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