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Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

MARCH 6, 2022 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 

James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Aisha Lado 

Lynda Ravnell Lewis  
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

March 6 11:00 am 
First Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 
 

Tiffani Livsey 

(Linda Fleming-Heath) 

March 13 11:00 am 
Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 

Vincent Tucker 

(Margretta Stokes-Tucker) 

Birthdays  
March 6th—March 12th 

Robert Cetrone 
Eva Duncan 

Aleah Washington 
Ianna Kabagambe 

Maureen Osunkwo 
Achick Eison 

Anthony Jagers 
Anthony Jagers II 

Awiek Achuiel 
Mary Patricia Donegan 

Robert Laroche 
Janet Fomunjeng 

 
Happy Birthday!! 

Stewardship FEBRUARY 27 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,691.00 $515.00 $500.00 

What is the heritage, tradition and spirituality of Black Catholics in the United States? 
How can we tap into that tradition to rebuild and strengthen our parish? 

 
Please join me during Lent by taking a 4-week online course (March 9th—April 5th) on 

Black Catholic Spirituality offered by Boston College. Week-by-week you will learn about 
Black American Catholicism at your leisure. This course will help to build informed     

leadership, stronger catechists, and a parish that will have a unique presence in the   
Diocese of Pittsburgh and in African American communities. I plan to draw upon what I 

learn from this course to strengthen my ministry in our two parishes and I hope that you 
will do that too. While a course like this would cost $118 at CCAC and $795 at the                                    

University of Pittsburgh, it will only cost $30 at Boston University. 
 

During this course you will become familiar with the scholarship of C. Vanessa White, Fr. 
Cyprian Davis, O.S.B., Patrick Saint-Jean, S.J., Dawn Araujo-Hawkins, M. Shawn Copeland, 

Ph.D., Amey Victoria Adkins-Jones, Ph.D., and Sr. Thea Bowman, F.S.P.A., Ph.D. 
 

Overview: This course explores the Black Catholic Christian experience in the United 
States. The course moves from the experience of enslaved believers to the current 

experience of Black Catholics who are living through the Black Lives Matter movement 
as well as the COVID-19 pandemic. We find hope in the prophetic voices of US Black 

Catholics on the road to sainthood, particularly Sr. Thea Bowman. This course aims to 
bring light to the challenges and prejudices faced by Black Catholics, past and present, 
as well as the deep faith, prayer, and community that they bring to the global Church. 

 
Here is the link to the course: Black Catholic Spirituality https://bostoncollege-

stm.catalog.instructure.com/courses/black-catholic-spirituality-spring-2022 or Google 
Spirituality and Prayer: STM Online: Crossroads-Boston College 2022. 

 
Let us elevate the Conversation in Christ, 

- Fr. Matthew Hawkins  

Thank You! 

The Diocesan Mission Office thanks St. Benedict the Moor 
Parish for its World Mission Sunday (October 24, 2021) 

donation of $692.44. World Mission Sunday is “an annual 
appeal for the worldwide Eucharistic celebration of our 

shared call to be missionaries. We are invited to share in 
Pope Francis’ vision of caring for the poor around the 

world.”  

“World Mission Sunday provides us with an opportunity 
to revitalize our ardor, passion, and zeal for the faith and 

our call to be loving missionaries. More information 
about this collection and how you can have a year-round connection with the 

mission church can be found through MISSIO at www.missio.org.  

- Selese Huth, Acting Diocesan Director Mission Office  

 
Bulletin Announcement requests are due on Sunday by 

5pm for the next Sunday’s bulletin.  
Please email Jennifer Whitley at bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking 

Each year I give up sweets for Lent. I 
love Ice Cream, Hershey Bars, cookies, 
and Boston Cream Pie. Hopefully, I will 
not be tempted, and keep to my  
promise these next forty days.  
 
This weekend we begin the Season of 
Lent. It is a time for preparation and 
walking the road with Jesus and making 
some internal changes in our life. The 
readings this weekend focus on  
recognizing our dependence on God and 
avoiding those temptations in life that 
cause us to turn away from our faith.  
 
In the First Reading from Deuteronomy, 
we read how Moses reminds the people 
to always remain grateful to God for the 
blessings that they enjoy. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Romans, 
we read how Paul reminds us that God 
raised Jesus from the dead for the  
salvation of the world. Believers have 
their citizenship in heaven. Jesus will 
change their mortal bodies to conform 
with his own glorified body.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the 
“temptation in the desert” as Jesus is 
tempted three times by the devil to 
prove, by miraculous actions, that he is 
the Son of God. The devil tempts Jesus 
to turn stone into bread, possess all the 
kingdoms of the world, and jump from 
the parapet of the temple without  
incurring injury. Luke’s gospel shows the 

devil tempting and harassing Jesus, but 
Jesus remains faithful to his divine  
mission.  
 
Jesus’ temptations in the desert mirrors 
our temptations in time of transition. 
The Forty days in the desert recalls the 
Forty Years that God nourished the  
Israelites in the wilderness. As we begin 
Lent, let us center our relationship with 
God. Let us walk this forty-day journey 
together with prayer, fasting and  
almsgiving and Let’s Eliminate Negative 
Thinking.  
 
Let us pray for the people of Ukraine 
and for peace in Eastern Europe. 
 
Youth Mass 

I am pleased to announce that  
St. Benedict the Moor Parish will have 
our youth participate in the Sunday 
masses every fourth Sunday of the 
month. Our students will be ushers/
greeters, lectors, servers, and sing in the 
choir. We are very excited to launch our 
first Youth Mass on Sunday, March 27! 
 
Confirmation 2022 

The Sacrament of Confirmation for our 
eight candidates will be held on Sunday, 
October 16, 2022, at the 11am mass 
with Auxiliary Bishop William J.  
Waltersheid. Several of our students 
participated in a Confirmation Retreat 
with St. Mary Magdalene Parish  
students last Saturday, February 26 at 
St. James Church in Wilkinsburg. Let us 
continue to pray for our students as 
they prepare to receive the Holy Spirit.  
 
Parish Share 2022 

The Annual Parish Share 2022 Campaign 
has begun. Our goal is $30,000. Every 
registered parishioner should have  
received a Parish Share Information 
packet and pledge card in the mail. 
Please complete the pledge card either 
paid in full or with a pledge payable to 
“St. Benedict the Moor Parish” and 
memo the check “Parish Share” and 
return it in the parish envelope that was 
provided. Extra envelopes and  

information packets are available in the 
back of the church.  
 
No funds collected via the program go 
towards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and  
nursing homes, tuition scholarships and 
grants for our Catholic Elementary and 
Secondary Schools, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities. Parish Share also helps 
the individual parishes with assistance 
from the Diocesan Insurance and  
Benefits Office for our parish and school 
employees, Property and Planning Office 
to assist with buildings and grounds  
issues and the Parish Services Office 
assists Pastors and Business Managers 
with the day-to-day operations of the 
parish. St. Benedict the Moor Parish has 
been helped by Parish Services and the 
Office of Property and Planning this past 
year as we sold the former St. Benedict 
the Moor Center on Bedford Avenue to 
the Hill District Dance Academy (HDAT).  
 
This Assessment or “Franchise Fee’ is a 
bill that we must pay. If we collect our 
goal then any extra funds stay in the 
parish to help with programs, and  
unexpected maintenance issues. Please 
be as generous as possible. 

 
 
Something to Think About… 

Bad habits and temptations are like  
comfortable beds, easy to get into, but 

hard to get out of.  

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

In a reflection in 
the bulletin last 
November, I 
discussed what 
Bishop Frank 
Caggiano of 
Bridgeport 
Connecticut said 
about synodality. 

I think it is important to return to 
Caggiano’s thoughts to keep our 
synodal efforts in focus. Last November, 
Caggiano said that the synodal process 
is intended to usher in a new “attitude,” 
in the way that members of the Body of 
Christ interact with one another. He 
said of the synod that it is “not a free-
for-all to change what we believe, but 
[to] deepen our understanding … and 
apply [what we believe] in more 
effective ways.”

Significantly, Bishop Caggiano sees the 
synodal process as being a change in the 
attitude of the Church herself. Caggiano 
said, “I think much will change, and a lot 
of it is attitude, not so much doctrinal.” 
He explained that this change of 
attitude will be a shift away from 
thinking that being a member of the 
Church is simply a matter of meeting 
one’s Sunday obligation Synodality is 
about changing relationships, and this is 
not limited to the Church. “Baptism calls 
us to live our lives everywhere, whether 
it’s in the marketplace and the political 
arena, whether it is in social community 
life, whether it is in your parish, among 
friends, with your spouse, [and] your 
children,” he said.

Describing what the Church is 
undertaking, Caggiano said that it is a 
“dry run for a new methodology that 
involves everybody…” Caggiano 
discussed the theological basis for the 
synodal process. He said, “We all, by 
baptism, have a role in the church. The 
Spirit’s moving in all our hearts, and we 
all have a place and a role to play in 
discerning how the church addresses 
pastoral issues.” Caggiano 
acknowledged that this process of 
consultation will not occur without 
exposing areas in which members of the 
Body of Christ disagree with one 
another. “We could disagree, we could 
even fight,” he said, “but we’re all in 

this together to be partners in mission. 
We all have a role to play in preaching 
the Gospel and moving the mission of 
the church forward.”

What will the synodal process look like? 
What kinds of questions should we be 
discussing among ourselves in our 
parishes? Caggiano said, “The pope 
wants to hear people’s personal stories 
of faith [...] where has the church been 
an aid in your spiritual journey? Where 
has it been a challenge or obstacle if 
you are not active in your life of faith, in 
the church? Where do you draw your 
spiritual sustenance? Where do you find 
your consolation? Where do you find 
your joy in life?”

There are particular questions that the 
synodal process should raise with 
regard to young people and others who 
are leaving the Church or who feel that 
the Church has left them. Caggiano said 
we should ask them, “Where are they 
going and what are they doing with 
their basic desire to have a relationship 
with something far greater and more 
meaningful?”

Synodality, as described by Bishop 
Caggiano, should be a process in which 
both the person who is listening and the 
person who is being listened to are 
transformed by this act of interpersonal 
encounter and engagement. “As you 
listen to people’s stories and you listen 
to their sufferings and you listen to their 
heartbreaks [...] you do it in a way that 
you are opening yourself up to what 
they’re saying,” he said.

Caggiano described synodality as being 
not only a model for parishes, it is also a 
model for how the secular world should 
function. Synodality is the 
implementation of the Church’s 
theology, and an example for the world 
to follow, that will change attitudes 
while strengthening interactions and 
relationships that give our lives 
meaning, grounded in the fundamental 
dignity of the human person. 

Fr. David Taylor

While on a vacation 
trip visiting my priest 
brother in Los Angeles, 
California, we decided 
to have both a visit and 
a spiritual retreat. We 
soon headed up the 
coast towards Central 
and Northern 

California. We stayed at a retreat center off 
the coast, at Big Sur, California. I found it to 
be a time of life changing renewal. It was a 
vast and isolated area. We were without 
cell phones, texting, computer use and 
television. This was a time of real 
self-examination and prayer.

We have a tendency to become overly 
dependent on means of instant 
communication, and this can become a 
challenge to our Lenten resolutions. We can 
allow prayer, fasting, and life affirming 
changes to become a burden, rather than a 
gift from God. Lent calls us to a period of 
changing some of our "essential" habits and 
ways of determining our agendas. This is 
more than a 40-day event. It can be a life-
time change. When we open ourselves up 
for change, we can also be most vulnerable 
to temptation and weakness. 

Many who have successfully gone through 
recovery from addiction realize that it is a 
lifetime commitment. Prayer and a 
committed spiritual life are essential. Lent is 
a time of freeing our spirit and being open 
to new ways of living. It can be a chance to 
seek to become more fully involved in the 
lives of others. Let’s pray that we do not 
allow this season to be one of missed 
opportunities. We may not have tomorrow 
to accomplish what we can today.

Pope Francis has asked us to use this Lent 
to focus on peace in the human 
community. The shameful war and 
destruction against the people of the 
Ukraine provides ample evidence of a deep 
need to re-evaluate our priorities, 
especially when it comes to the value of 
life. We cannot look at these events as 
something distant from ourselves. What we 
say and how we live can have 
consequences for the entire human 
community. We start Lent in the wilderness 
with Jesus. It can be the most important 
time of our lives.
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