
Saint Benedict the Moor Church  ●  91 Crawford Street  ●  Pittsburgh PA  15219 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com  ●  412.281.3141 

Website:  
sbtmparishp h.com             SBTMPARISHPGH                SBTMparishPGH           St. Benedict the Moor Parish-PGH  

Staff 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
tburke@diopittt.org 
Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 

Rev. Mr. Brendon J. Harfmann 
Seminarian: 
brendon.harfmann@stvincent.edu 
Christopher Catone, Music Director: 
music@sbtmparishpgh.com  
Priscilla Davis, Office Manager: 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
Jennifer L. Whitley, Bulletin Editor:  
bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

MARCH 20, 2022 
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Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 

James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

March 20 11:00 am 
Third Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. David Taylor 
 

Alma Speed Fox 

(Rob Tuchman) 

March 27 11:00 am 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 

Nellye Stotts-Comer 

(Victoria Betsill) 

Birthdays  
March 20th—March 26th 

 
Daidra Younger 

Deborah Gooden 

Priscilla Davis 

Elie Ebo 

Josephine O’Connor 

Genevieve Sanford 

Stephanie Dangel 

 
Happy Birthday!! 

Stewardship MARCH 13 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,109.00 $545.00 $220.00 

Black Facts — “Willie Lewis Brown Jr. (born March 20, 1934) is an American 

politician of the Democratic Party. Brown served over 30 years in the California State 

Assembly, spending 15 years as its speaker. He later became mayor of San Francisco, the 

first African-American to hold that office. The San Francisco Chronicle called Brown "one 

of San Francisco's most notable mayors", adding that he had "celebrity beyond the city's 

boundaries. Brown served as mayor from January 8, 1996, to January 8, 2004. His tenure 

was marked by a significant increase in real estate development, public works, city    

beautification and other large-scale city projects. He presided over the "dotcom" era at a 

time when San Francisco's economy was rapidly expanding. Brown's administration  

included more Asian-Americans, women, Latinos, gays, and African Americans, than the 

administrations of his predecessors. Term limits prevented him from running for a third 

term and he was succeeded by a political protégé, Gavin Newsom. Brown then retired 

from politics.” 

Please Keep Our Children in 

Prayer as They Prepare for  

First Communion (May 15) and 
Confirmation (October 16) 

 

First Communion 
Mia Nshimyumukiza 
Ella Nshimyumukiza 
Ava Nshimyumukiza 

Grace Gbolo 
Jaden Betters 

 
Confirmation 

Marcellin Nshimyumukiza 
David Nshimyumukiza 

Olivia Rubin 
Owen Rubin 

Dorothy Roach 
Bailey Roach 
Alicia Gasana 

Cordae Benning 
Dayebga Fomunjeng 

St. Benedict the Moor Church Needs 
New Members for the Bereavement 

Ministry 
 

The goal of a parish Bereavement     
Ministry is that no member of the faith 

community grieves alone.                     
The compassion of a loving God,       

reflected through the concern and care 
of parish members should be             

experienced by all who lose a loved one. 
Persons appropriate for this ministry 
are: 
- Persons who have resolved their own 
grief                                                                
- Persons who are faith-filled, faithful 
Christian witnesses 
- Persons who are non-judgmental,       
and good listeners 
- Persons who possess a sense of         
compassion and judgement 
- Persons with a sense of humor 
- Persons who can keep confidences 
 

 
This ministry takes PRESENCE and     
FOCUS, Most of All, It Takes YOU! 

 
For more information, please contact 

Vicki Betsill at 412-537-5623 or 
vbetsill@gmail.com 

Radio Program,with Fr. Tom Burke 
as host, highlights elementary and 

secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is 
broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s 
next program is on March 27th.  A link to the podcasts of the program is 
on KDKA:   kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking 

Lent is a time for all of us to look at our 
faults and ask for forgiveness. When we 
forgive ourselves and others, we let go 
of that extra baggage that we have been 
holding on to. This weekend as we  
celebrate the Third Sunday of Lent, the 
readings focus on repentance. 
 
In the First Reading from the Book of 
Exodus, we read how Moses encounters 
God at the “burning bush.” Moses  
discovers that, just as God was with 
Abraham, God will also be with the  
people of Israel. From the vision, Moses 
hears the God of his ancestral fathers 
speaking to him. As God nourished and 
protected Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
now God promises to do the same for 
the tribes of Israel who cry out because 
of the hardships they endure in Egypt. 
The people of Israel will never be  
without God’s protective presence in 
their lives.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to the 
Corinthians, Paul challenges us to live 
always by the standards of the Gospel. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the  
parable of the fig tree. Jesus issues an 
urgent call to repentance. God is the 
patient and merciful gardener who will 
not leave us alone as we work to turn 
our hearts around and produce good 
fruit. God does not throw us away. He 
always loves us, calls to us, and desires 
for us to grow in love and freedom in 

Christ, and to be with him in eternity. 
The parable of the fig tree confirms 
God’s patience and mercy with the  
possibility of conversion. He is calling us 
to a life that will bear fruit. Like the  
Gardener, God offers us another chance 
to bear good fruit. Our heavenly Father 
is a God of second chances. Every day is 
a chance to be like a healthy, fruitful 
tree and receive the nourishment that 
he offers.  
 
Luke’s gospel features forgiveness. He is 
convinced that a person willing to  
repent and return to God can be  
assured of God’s merciful forgiveness. In 
his loving mercy, God gives  
opportunities to repent and bear good 
fruit. God loves us intensely and desires 
our love in return.  
 
Next weekend we will celebrate our first 
Youth Mass. We welcome our students 
who will be participating as Ushers, 
Greeters, Lectors and singing. Youth 
Masses will be celebrated the last  
Sunday of each month during the school 
year.  
 
Let us pray for the people of Ukraine 
and for peace in Eastern Europe. 

 

Looking Ahead 

• Pastoral Council Meeting, next  
Sunday, March 27 after the 11am 
mass.  

• Pastoral/Finance Council Retreat, 
Saturday, April 9th with John      
Flaherty 9am to 1pm at St.         
Benedict the Moor Church. 

• Confirmation 2022—The Sacrament 
of Confirmation for our eight      
candidates will be held on Sunday, 
October 16, 2022, with Auxiliary 
Bishop William J. Waltersheid.  

 

Parish Share 

The Annual Parish Share 2022 Campaign 
has begun. Our goal is $30,000. Every 
registered parishioner should have  
received a Parish Share Information 
packet and pledge card in the mail. 
Please complete the pledge card either 

paid in full or with a pledge payable to 
“St. Benedict the Moor Parish” and 
memo the check “Parish Share” and 
return it in the parish envelope that was 
provided. Extra envelopes and  
information packets are available in the 
back of the church.  
 
No funds collected via the program go 
towards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and  
nursing homes, tuition scholarships and 
grants for our Catholic Elementary and 
Secondary Schools, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities.  
 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish also is  
assessed an “Elementary School Grant 
Fee” of $1,278.00 a month (total $15, 
341 yearly) that we pay to our Diocesan 
schools. Please participate in our Parish 
Share Campaign so that we reach our 
goal. We all benefit from Parish Share. 
 

Help Wanted 

We are in need of volunteer to maintain 
our Parish website and Facebook Page. 
If you are interested, please give me a 
call, or email me to discuss.  
 
Something to Think About… 

“I said to de Lord, I’m going to hold 
steady on to you and I know you’ll see 

me through.”   
- Harriet Tubman 

 
 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins
“I am concerned 
about the future of 
the church. My 
adult children and 
my grandchildren 
no longer attend 
Mass,” or “Few 
people my age, 
people in their 
20s, 30s, or 40s 

even bother going to church anymore. It’s 
hard for me to feel part of this community.” 
This is what I often hear in our two parishes, 
across the diocese of Pittsburgh, and in 
other dioceses in the Mid-Atlantic states 
and the Midwest. What is the future of the 
Catholic Church in this region of the coun-
try? If we don’t like the trends we are 
seeing, what can be our role in reversing 
them?

For the past few weeks, we have been talk-
ing about “synodality.” The word synodality, 
as the church uses it, means to walk 
together in Christ. It also means that the 
church that teaches must be a church that 
listens. Listening and walking together are 
proven and powerful ways to discern the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit, to 
acknowledge the dignity of the human 
person, to evangelize by extending our 
hospitality to the world, and plan more 
effective ministries to meet the spiritual 
needs within our parish territory. The 
Church recommends three steps for doing 
this: (1) draw out people’s stories, (2) write 
down or record those stories, and (3) work 
with those stories for better pastoral 
outreach and planning.

First, we must practice telling our own 
stories. People rarely get an opportunity to 
have someone sit down and take the time to 
listen as they describe events and 
experiences that have been important to 
them. We cannot know a person if we do 
not take the time to listen to their story. 
Their story reveals who they are, what they 
value, and how they can help bring energy 
and vitality to the life of the church. No 
matter how new or old a parish is, its 
identity is wrapped up in a collection of 
stories. We must draw these stories out of 
us.

Second, we must practice gathering our 
stories from each other and saving them. 
Much of the history of our two parishes, St. 
Benedict the Moor and St. Mary Magdalene 
has been lost because we haven’t taken the 
time to record people’s stories once they 
have been willing to open up and share 
them. When we fail to record the 
experiences of the members of our parishes, 

we miss the opportunity to pass our 
heritage, our culture, and our faith to future 
generations. No wonder so many young 
people are leaving the church! Also, when 
we don’t record our stories, we diminish 
what sociologists call “social capital” and 
“institutional memory.” We make it difficult 
to change the things that weaken us and 
preserve the things we value.

Third, we must begin to work with our 
stories once we have gathered and recorded 
them. This is important for parish pastoral 
planning, evangelization, and for creating a 
synodal culture where we listen to one 
another, support each other, and walk 
together in Christ. Working with stories 
means that both the listener and the story-
teller sit down with each other and discuss 
what these stories mean. This is what Jesus 
did with his disciples on the road to 
Emmaus, after he was resurrected from the 
dead.

On Monday, March 7, the Cultural Action 
Team at St. Mary Magdalene parish used 
this method of collecting and working with 
stories. The group of twenty participants 
generated four stories about diversity from 
their personal experiences. For about an 
hour and forty minutes they interpreted 
these stories and discussed them from 
different perspectives. Not only did they find 
this experience emotionally powerful, it 
helped them to know, understand, and 
support one another in a way that hadn’t 
been possible before the session began. It 
also gave them specific and concrete 
insights into how to be more effective, as a 
team, in promoting racial and cultural 
diversity within the parish. This is synodality.

Using stories as a method for deepening our 
understanding of our parishes and for 
making better decisions during pastoral 
planning has helped many parishes and 
other communities to become renewed and 
reinvigorated. There are many good tools 
for doing this. Two of the best books that I 
have come across so far to help parishes 
draw out, gather, and work with stories are 
Cynthia Kurtz’s Working with Stories in your 
Community or Organization: Participatory 
Narrative Inquiry (2014), and Damian P. 
Hanley’s Our Stories Can Save Us: How 
Catholic Churches can use authentic story-
telling to communicate to a generation on 
the brink (2019). Sharing and recording our 
stories is not simply a way of preserving the 
past, it is an indispensable tool for under-
standing the present and building the 
future.

Fr. David Taylor

A few years ago, I was 
discussing with a 
colleague the many 
ways the Church could 
be involved in the lives 
of those suffering from 
chronic and long-

lasting illnesses. This is a challenge for 
many who serve in pastoral care and 
ministry. This was before the COVID-19 
pandemic. We were speaking about 
ministry to those who suffer from HIV 
(AIDS). This area of ministry can be 
challenging in that some see it only in terms 
of moral failure. He was convinced that 
most people who suffer from this disease 
are being punished for a sinful way of life. 
Indeed suffering, pain, and death comes to 
all of us. COVID-19 is a witness to this. 

Throughout biblical history this has been a 
challenge. The relationship between sin and 
suffering is a recurring theme. We see it in 
the lives of those who have given their lives 
to the care of others who are in much pain 
and sorrow. Just look at the prophets, both 
biblical and contemporary. This issue 
surfaces in today’s Gospel; it was a strongly 
held belief that suffering, and death was 
always as a result of sin and moral failure. 
ln next Sunday’s Gospel from John (Scrutiny 
readings) many insist that the blind man 
was being punished for serious sin even 
though he was blind from birth.

Today's Gospel is often referred to as the 
Gospel of the second chance. As the 
gardener was patient with the fig tree, so is 
God with each of us. Let’s remember this 
when we are tempted to be self-righteous 
about the sin of others. But for the grace of 
God.
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