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Staff 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
tburke@diopittt.org 
Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 

Rev. Mr. Brendon J. Harfmann 
Seminarian: 
brendon.harfmann@stvincent.edu 
Christopher Catone, Music Director: 
music@sbtmparishpgh.com  
Priscilla Davis, Office Manager: 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
Jennifer L. Whitley, Bulletin Editor:  
bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

MARCH 27, 2022 



2     MARCH 27, 2022  ●  FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Donald Cillo 
Martha Cillo 
Marti Cillo 
Marqus Clancy 
Rita Costa 
Lucille Dabney 
Dorothy Dansby 

Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Priscilla Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 

James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 

Aisha Lado 
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley 
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

March 27 11:00 am 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 

Nellye Stotts-Comer 

(Victoria Betsill) 

April 3 11:00 am 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 

The Holy Face of Jesus 

(Jacob & Carolyn Peternel) 

Birthdays  
March 27th—April 2nd 

Gabriel Mulbah 

Marcelin Nshimyumukiza 

Kim Robbie Taylor-Adams 

Grayson Howard 

George Lee 

Patty Brymn 

Ezuma Ngwu 

Bradley Thompson 

Beverly Williams 
Happy Birthday!! 

Stewardship MARCH 20 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$2,616.00 $635.00 $220.00 

St. Benedict the Moor Church Needs New 
Members for the Bereavement Ministry 

 
The goal of a parish Bereavement Ministry is that no member of the 

faith community grieves alone. The compassion of a loving God,  
reflected through the concern and care of parish members should be             

experienced by all who lose a loved one. 
Persons appropriate for this ministry are: 
- Persons who have resolved their own grief                                                                
- Persons who are faith-filled, faithful Christian witnesses 
- Persons who are non-judgmental, and good listeners 
- Persons who possess a sense of compassion and judgement 
- Persons with a sense of humor 
- Persons who can keep confidences 
 

This ministry takes PRESENCE and FOCUS, Most of All, It Takes YOU! 
 

For more information, please contact Vicki Betsill at  
412-537-5623 or vbetsill@gmail.com 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast 
every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s 
next show is today, March 27th.  
A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

 
Thursdays at  

7 pm on Zoom 
For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 

or mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

To register, see the Bible Study page on our website 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Let’s Eliminate Negative Thinking 

Two years ago, Monday March 16, we 
closed our church doors for three months 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. It is hard to 
believe that we have been going through 
this difficult period for two years, and now 
vaccines are available, cases dropping, and 
mask mandates being lifted, there is light 
at the end of the tunnel. With spring  
having arrived this past week, more  
people are enjoying the outdoors and 
longer daylight hours. 
 
This weekend we celebrate the Fourth 
Sunday of Lent, also known as Laetare 
Sunday, or Rejoice Sunday. We are half-
way through the Lenten Season. All the 
readings this weekend focus on being lost 
at first but now found. 
 
In the First Reading from Joshua, we read 
how the tribes of Israel reach the  
promised land and enjoy its many gifts. 
The wilderness journey of forty years has 
come to an end. The tribes no longer need 
the manna that nourished them along the 
journey. Now the promised lands bounty 
will give them strength.  
 
In the Second Reading from Paul to the 
Corinthians, we read how Paul urges us to 
conduct ourselves as ambassadors for 
Christ entrusted with the ministry of  
reconciliation.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the parable 
of the two sons who are “lost”, and their 
loving father is willing to do whatever it 
takes to get them back. This passage is 
referred to as the “Parable of the Prodigal 

Son.” The younger son leaves home and 
squanders his inheritance, and he loses 
everything.  
 
We do not need to judge how reconciled 
the person before us or behind us is. Jesus 
invites us to be prodigal in the best way, 
to see sin through the eyes of mercy. God 
is wonderfully loving and welcoming, 
 always waiting for us to be reconciled 
with him.  
 
The whole purpose of Lent is that we be 
reconciled to God and experience the  
salvation he has promised to all of us. Only 
through love and forgiveness can we  
experience the goodness of the Lord. With 
humility, we ask God for his mercy and 
pray. 
 
As we approach this “half- way” mark of 
the Lenten season, let us rejoice and be 
reconciled with ourselves and others. The 
gift of mercy we receive from God will 
indeed be a gift.  
 
This Sunday at the 11am mass we  
celebrate our first “Youth Mass” as our 
youngsters preparing for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation are our ushers, greeters, 
lectors, and servers.  
 
Let us pray for the people of Ukraine and 
for peace in Eastern Europe. 
 

Looking Ahead 

• Pastoral Council Meeting, today, 
March 27 after the 11am mass.  

• Pastoral/Finance Council Retreat, 
Saturday, April 9th with John Flaherty 
9am to 1pm at St. Benedict the Moor 
Church. 

• Confirmation 2022—The Sacrament 
of Confirmation for our eight         
candidates will be held on Sunday, 
October 16, 2022, with Auxiliary 
Bishop William J. Waltersheid.  

 

Parish Share 

The Annual Parish Share 2022 Campaign 
has begun. Our goal is $30,000. Every  
registered parishioner should have  
received a Parish Share Information packet 
and pledge card in the mail. Please  
complete the pledge card either paid in 

full or with a pledge payable to “St.  
Benedict the Moor Parish” and memo the 
check “Parish Share” and return it in the 
parish envelope that was provided. Extra 
envelopes and information packets are 
available in the back of the church.  
 
No funds collected via the program go 
towards lawsuits or legal affairs, rather 
they support the day- to- day operations 
at the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy  
programs in our area hospitals and  
nursing homes, tuition scholarships and 
grants for our Catholic Elementary and 
Secondary Schools, and the Campus  
Ministry programs at our local colleges 
and universities.  
 
St. Benedict the Moor Parish also is  
assessed an “Elementary School Grant 
Fee” of $1,278.00 a month (total $15,341 
yearly) that we pay to our Diocesan 
schools. Please participate in our Parish 
Share Campaign so that we reach our goal. 
We all benefit from Parish Share. 
 

Help Wanted 
We are in need of volunteer to maintain 
our Parish website and Facebook Page. If 
you are interested, please give me a call, 
or email me to discuss.  
 

Happy Birthday 

Happy Birthday to our Office Manager, 
Priscilla Davis, who celebrated her  
birthday this past Wednesday, March 23.  
 

Something to Think About… 

The World Looks Brighter  
from Behind a Smile 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 

 
Fr. Tom Burke 

Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins
One year and 
eight months ago, 
St. Benedict the 
Moor was named 
a personal parish 
for African 
Americans. The 
parish was 
originally founded 
in 1889. The 

establishment of St. Benedict the Moor as a 
Black Catholic parish does not mean that 
only African Americans are welcome; it 
means that it is at least one parish within 
the diocese of Pittsburgh where a special 
effort is made to celebrate the liturgy and 
the sacraments in a way that draws on the 
richness of African American culture and 
spirituality. But what is distinctive about 
African American spirituality as it is 
expressed in the Catholic Church and what 
does this mean for St. Benedict the Moor 
as a personal parish for African Americans?

In 2002, C. Vanessa White, who was at that 
time the director of the Augustus Tolton 
Pastoral Ministry Program at the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago, wrote a 
commentary in the U.S. Catholic magazine 
that outlined five characteristics of African 
American spirituality. These five 
characteristics are: a theo-centric vision of 
daily affairs, maintaining a welcoming 
environment for Sunday worship, a heavy 
reliance on sacred scripture, celebration in 
the midst of suffering, and a passion for 
social justice. The identity of St. Benedict 
the Moor parish can be found in those five 
points of African American spirituality.

To have a theo-centric vision of daily affairs 
is similar to what the Jesuits call “everyday 
mysticism.” Studies of American Catholics 
repeatedly show that Black Catholics are 
least likely to leave their parish when 
things go wrong within the church. We are 
more likely than most Catholics to discern 
how God is present in the midst of our 
suffering and our joy. White points out that 
Black Catholics are least likely to lose faith 
in times of adversity. We are accustomed 
to recognizing God in the midst of hard-
ship. This, she says, is reflected in the 
common African American phrase “God 
don’t never change.”

Researchers should not be surprised that 
Black Catholics are the population that is 
least likely to leave the Church amid the 
secularization of American culture and 
scandals within the Church herself; this is 
because the spirituality of Black Catholics is 
grounded in a welcoming tradition. The 

Church is not just a place to fulfill our 
Sunday obligation; Black American culture 
has always treated the Church as a center 
for social interaction. We refer to ourselves 
as being a “parish family,” and we always 
identify and welcome visitors to our 
church.

Although ours is a liturgical and 
sacramental church, in contrast to most 
churches in the historically Black Protestant 
tradition, Black Catholic churches tend to 
place a greater emphasis on the Bible than 
their counterparts in the Catholic tradition. 
This is reflected in having a greater passion 
for Bible study groups and the expectation 
that our homilies will focus on sacred 
scripture. The Bible plays an important role 
in African American spirituality and 
worship.

It is important to understand how Black 
Catholics make use of the Bible. Black 
Catholics rely on the Bible as we try to 
make sense of our historical journey and of 
where we find ourselves in the present 
moment. We look for ways that the Bible 
illuminates the African American 
experience. White cites a line from the U.S. 
Bishops’ 1984 pastoral letter on 
evangelization in the Black community, 
What We Have Seen and Heard: “The Bible 
story is our story; the Bible promise is our 
hope.” We understand ourselves through 
the lens of the Bible.

This is why Black Catholics insist on having 
joyful celebrations during our liturgies. We 
acknowledge that there is a great deal of 
suffering in the world. We are not living in 
denial or escapism. But Black Catholics 
have always asserted that “our joy does 
not negate our suffering.” As White points 
out, our joyful celebration even in the 
midst of loss and sadness “is focused on 
the hope of Jesus Christ.” 

Perhaps this is what gives Black Catholics 
the strength and inspiration to enter into 
the social arena in creative and 
constructive ways, calling for social justice. 
The passion for social justice within the 
spirituality of African Americans reflects 
the holistic approach that we bring to our 
religiosity. As White points out, in Black 
Catholic churches God is immanent and 
transcendent; God draws our attention to 
worlds we cannot see, yet calls us to act in 
a world that is physical and tangible. It is 
important to preserve this culture, 
heritage, and tradition in a personal parish 
for Black Catholics in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh.

Fr. David Taylor

One of the greatest 
needs we all have is 
to have a place 
called home. This is a 
place to be secure 
and know that we 
are always 
welcomed. To not 

have a home can be one of the most 
difficult challenges we can ever face in 
life. As we look at the many refugees 
from the Ukraine, Afghanistan, and 
many countries from South America 
who are faced with relocating, the 
most urgent need is often to find a safe 
haven in a new home. 

The Israelites who crossed the Jordan 
River to find a new home had a new 
leader, Joshua, who was charged to 
follow Moses in establishing a new 
place to live. They soon found out the 
struggle continued. It was only God 
who could establish peace in their new 
home. 

It is often said that home is where the 
heart resides. It is good to know that 
wherever we may go there is always a 
place called home. Many parents and 
grandparents are eager to have their 
children return with their families, and 
this can be most consoling when there 
has been the death of a parent. But 
there is no “perfect" family and there is 
always the challenge to forgive where 
there has been mistrust, alienation, 
jealousy, and many other areas of 
misunderstanding. But the gospel 
shows us that there is no limit to God's 
forgiveness. He always welcomes us 
home. 

This Lenten season is providing us with 
many ways to acknowledge this. Every 
effort of care and compassion we show 
others extends the welcome home 
offer so freely extended by Christ to all 
of us. The whole point of Synodality is 
to help us be leaders in a faith family 
that always is welcoming and open to 
journeying with others, and we are 
always in this together. 
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