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Staff 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
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Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
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Rev. Mr. Brendon J. Harfmann 
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brendon.harfmann@stvincent.edu 
Christopher Catone, Music Director: 
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Priscilla Davis, Office Manager: 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
Jennifer L. Whitley, Bulletin Editor:  
bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

APRIL 17, 2022 



2     APRIL 17, 2022  ●  EASTER SUNDAY 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Sr 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 

Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley  
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

April 17 11:00 am 
Easter Sunday 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

All Parishioners and Family of SBTM 

April 24 11:00 am 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Ozanam Sunday 

(Mother Teresa Conference of SvdP) 

Birthdays  
April 17th—April 23rd 

 

Esa Davis 
Florence Taylor 
Ukamaka Okwir 

Edward Davis 
Ayisha Morgan-Lee Davis 

Roseland Bainum 
Lamont Chatman 

 
Happy Birthday!! 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP) --  
Mother Teresa Conference  

March kept our Conference members on their toes.... the calls started out  
intermittently and ramped up just at the end of the month.  Truly a conundrum 

-- wanting to assist, but praying the need wasn't so real!  Alas, our Parish  
Territory has those in need -- grateful they have our Conference and Parish 
ready to assist.  For March, Conference members aided 28 with the varied 

needs of Rent, Utility, Furniture, Clothing and/or Food assistance and referrals 
to other charitable organizations.   

 
If you would like to learn more about the works of the Conference, please join 
us at our Tuesday, April 19 meeting at 6pm in person at St. Benedict the Moor 

Church (Crawford Ave. entrance) or via zoom at https://pitt.zoom.us/
j/95801807202, Meeting ID: 958 0180 7202, Passcode: 594968.  If you know of 
a parishioner or neighbor in our Parish territory in need or if you would like to 

make a tax-deductible contribution to support our work, please leave a  
message at 412-204-7446 or by email at SVdPStTeresaPgh@gmail.com.  

A Women’s Retreat                                                                             
“God is Calling You on an Adventure: Are You Open to It?”        

Bring your bible and join Christian Mothers                                             
Saturday, April 23 from 10 am-12:30 pm at                                                    

St. Benedict the Moor Church                                                             
Retreat leader: Fr. Matt Hawkins                                                         
Continental breakfast at 9:30 am                                              

(Optional after retreat socializing-bring your 
non-perishable lunch)                                 

Free to all                                                                                                
Register: 412-281-3141. Ext. #100  

STEWARDSHIP FOR APRIL 10 
WILL BE  

POSTED IN THE  
APRIL 24 BULLETIN 

St. Benedict the Moor Parish Youth Mass  
We invite you to come celebrate with us in our Youth Mass 

 This Mass will be led by the St. Benedict the Moor  
Religious Ed Students 

Sunday, April 24th, 2022 
Second Sunday of Easter  

 11:00am Mass 
All are welcome to attend! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Happy Easter! 

The past two years have been incredibly 
challenging with the Covid-19 pandemic, 
but things are looking brighter as cases 
continue to drop and mandates and 
restrictions continue to be lifted. As a 
people of faith, we are filled with hope 
as we celebrate the Risen Lord. Today 
we rejoice at Easter as the tomb is  
empty! 
 
During the Fifty Days of Easter the First 
Reading comes from the Acts of the 
Apostles (which is authored by St. Luke). 
The readings emphasize the spread of 
the gospel especially among the  
Gentiles. In this week’s First Reading, 
Peter proclaims the Gospel to the 
household of a Roman Solider named 
Cornelius who is the first Gentile convert 
to Christ. This is an early sermon of  
Peter. He summarizes the ministry of 
Jesus and declares that Jesus is the  
Messiah. All who believe in him will 
have their sins forgiven. 
 
In this week’s Second Reading to the 
Colossians, we read how in our baptism 
we already share in the risen life of 
Christ. By leading a life that is contrary 
to the ways of the world, Christians  
reveal the Lord’s glory in a spiritual way. 
Think of what is above, not is on earth.  
 
In the Gospel of St John, Mary  
Magdalene is the lead character in the 
Resurrection stories along with Peter 
and the Beloved Disciple as they  

encounter the empty tomb of Jesus. 
What a privilege for Mary of Magdala to 
be at the tomb of Jesus and to be 
among the first to see the Risen Lord. 
Mary Magdalene is considered the 
“Apostle to the Apostles” proclaiming 
the good news that the tomb is empty. 
Christ’s resurrection fills us with joy  
because Jesus gives us life! 
 
Upon hearing Mary’s conclusion that 
Jesus’ tomb is empty, Peter and the  
Beloved Disciple run to the tomb.  
Today’s readings make it clear that 
something new has happened through 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  
 
On this Easter Sunday 2022, we renew 
our baptismal promises, which can be 
an occasion for a real deepening of our 
sense of discipleship remembering that 
through Baptism we die to an old way of 
life marked by sinful choices and  
behaviors. Now we rise to new life in 
Jesus Christ. 
 
This new life requires change in our lives 
and, while change is never easy, it opens 
the door to opportunity and growth. As 
we celebrate Easter 2022 and being 
members of St. Benedict the Moor  
Catholic Parish, let us proclaim the Good 
News to all!  
 
On behalf of Fr. Matthew Hawkins,  
Fr. David Taylor, Deacon Brendon  
Harfmann, and the entire parish staff we 
wish you and family a very blessed  
Happy Easter 2022! 
 

Please Note 
The parish office will reopen on  
Tuesday, April 19 at 10am.  
 
* I will be on my annual Spring Retreat- 
this Monday, April 18 thru Friday April 
22. Please hold any phone calls or  
e-mails until I return to the office Mon-
day, April 25. 
 
Our next Youth Mass will be held next  
Sunday, April 24 at 11am. 
 

Parish Improvements 

Cuccaro Plumbing of Homewood  
recently performed a “Back Flow” test 
for the church and rectory. This annual 
maintenance keeps us up to code with 
the local water department. We will be 
needing to make some upgrades to the 
plumbing in the church.  
 

Parish Share 

The Annual Parish Share 2022 Campaign 
has begun. Our goal is $30,000. Please 
complete the pledge card either paid in 
full or with a pledge payable to “St.  
Benedict the Moor Parish” and memo 
the check “Parish Share” and return it in 
the parish envelope that was provided. 
Extra envelopes and information  
packets are available in the back of the 
church.  
 
No funds collected via the program go  
towards lawsuits or legal affairs, they  
support the day- to- day operations at 
the Pastoral Center and Seminary in 
Green Tree, the Hospital Chaplaincy 
programs in our area hospitals and  
nursing homes, tuition scholarships and 
grants for our Catholic Elementary and 
Secondary Schools, and the Campus 
Ministry programs at our local  
colleges and universities.  

 

Are You Registered? 

Every Catholic needs a place to call 
“home.” If you attend Mass on a regular 
basis and are not officially registered, 
you are welcomed here! Registration 
forms are available on the information 
table in the front of the church, or you 
can call Priscilla Davis at the office at 
412- 281-3141  

 

Something to Think About… 

Faith makes all things possible, and love 
makes them easy. 

 
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

The life of the 
Christian is a 
drama that we 
enact against 
the backdrop of 
the history of 
salvation. We 

become particularly aware of this 
during the Triduum, beginning on 
Holy Thursday, climaxing during the 
Easter vigil, concluding during evening 
prayer in the Liturgy of the Hours on 
Easter Sunday. Many of us feel this 
drama most keenly during the Good 
Friday liturgy when we play the part 
of the crowd that calls for the 
crucifixion of Christ. 

The Church plays this role during the 
liturgy because we call for the 
crucifixion of Christ every day. We do 
this when we are afraid to appear to 
be “weak,” so we engage in 
“preemptive strikes” against our 
neighbor through acts of physical or 
emotional violence. We call for the 
crucifixion of Christ when, out of 
insecurity, we puff ourselves up and 
try to project the illusion that we are 
in control of everything around us. 
We crucify Christ when we treat other 
human beings and human life as 
disposable objects or commodities for 
exploitation.

The Christian theological drama is one 
in which we encounter the living 
Christ and decide whether we accept 
or reject him. Each moment is a new 
opportunity to grow closer to Christ 
or drift away. The Easter vigil readings 

recount the broad sweep of the 
history of salvation. It begins with 
God’s act of creation and continues 
when Abraham binds Isaac, 
foreshadowing the crucifixion of 
Christ. Next, the readings recount the 
exodus when the Hebrews are 
delivered from bondage in Egypt as 
Christ frees us from the sins that bind 
our souls. Then we hear the words of 
the prophets, assuring us of God’s 
faithfulness while warning us that our 
journey is always a choice. The 
prophets finally echo the Book of 
Deuteronomy, reminding us that we 
must choose between life or death, a 
blessing or a curse. 

The drama does not get any easier 
with the resurrection of Christ on 
Easter morning. We still have to 
choose whether or not we dare to 
believe that love conquers everything, 
even death itself. We have to choose 
whether or not we dare to live in such 
a way that Christ is the point of all 
creation. Our life is a theological 
drama in which we slowly, grudgingly, 
and often painfully learn what it 
means to dwell in Jesus Christ. 
Although the work is God’s, it is up to 
us to determine the part we will play 
in this drama. Easter is only the 
beginning.

Fr. David Taylor

Why search for the 
living among the 
deceased? While 
attending a family 
reunion in our 
previous hometown 
we decided to visit 
the graveside of our 

deceased sister who died at three 
months old. We were very 
disappointed that we could not locate 
her grave and marker. Apparently, the 
cemetery had been neglected and 
many Burial sites could not be 
identified. As we left in sadness, we 
reminded ourselves that she was in 
fact not there but with the Lord.

In fact, Easter faith began with the 
witness of the Empty Tomb. Mary Mag-
dalene’s encounter with Jesus post-
Resurrection was reinforced by her first 
visit to the tomb. The great joy of 
Easter faith is that it does not require 
physical proof. Although Jesus would 
soon make several Resurrection 
appearances, the foundation of faith 
had already been established. Yes, we 
walk by faith and not by sight.

We celebrate in the Easter Vigil mass 
how all of this came to be. God’s plan 
of salvation was set from the beginning 
and the Resurrection was the ultimate 
confirmation of that plan. We welcome 
new members into the community of 
faith. The only price is to make a 
commitment to serve one another and 
a willingness to pass this joy of faith to 
others.

Mary's question about where Jesus 
may have been taken is something we 
all have to consider. Where can we 
locate Christ in our lives? Is he the 
center or do we look elsewhere? The 
Acts of the Apostles which we follow 
during the Easter season offers us 
many stories of faith, not unlike our 
own, which details the daily challenges 
to a faith committed life. Faith is 
indeed a gift. We must live this every 
day. This is the day the Lord has made, 
let us truly rejoice in it.
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