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Staff 
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor: 
tburke@diopittt.org 
Rev. David H. Taylor,  
Senior Parochial Vicar:   
dtaylor@diopitt.org 
Rev. C. Matthew Hawkins,  
Parochial Vicar:  
mhawkins@diopitt.org 

Rev. Mr. Brendon J. Harfmann 
Seminarian: 
brendon.harfmann@stvincent.edu 
Christopher Catone, Music Director: 
music@sbtmparishpgh.com  
Priscilla Davis, Office Manager: 
office@sbtmparishpgh.com 
Jeannette Finch, Sacristan 
Ray Krivanek, Maintenance 
Jennifer L. Whitley, Bulletin Editor:  
bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

APRIL 24, 2022 



2     APRIL 24, 2022  ●  SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Sr 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Stella Lowden 
Josephine O’Connor 

Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley  
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

April 24 11:00 am 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Ozanam Sunday 

(Mother Teresa Conference of SvdP) 

May 1 11:00 am 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

 

Birthdays  
April 24th—April 30th 

 
Claudette McPherson  

Alice Durham 
Sr. Janis Franklin 
Indira McDonald  

Christopher Roach Jr 
Catherine Udekwu 

Simeon Chielu     
Samuel Copeland 
Grabriella Mulbah 

 

Happy Birthday!! 

Stewardship APRIL 10 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,628.00 $455.00 $620.00 

St. Benedict the Moor Church Needs 
New Members for the Bereavement 

Ministry 
 

The goal of a parish Bereavement     
Ministry is that no member of the faith 

community grieves alone.                     
The compassion of a loving God,       

reflected through the concern and care of 
parish members should be             experi-

enced by all who lose a loved one. 
Persons appropriate for this ministry are: 
- Persons who have resolved their own 
grief                                                                
- Persons who are faith-filled, faithful 
Christian witnesses 
- Persons who are non-judgmental,       
and good listeners 
- Persons who possess a sense of         
compassion and judgement 
- Persons with a sense of humor 
- Persons who can keep confidences 
 

 
This ministry takes PRESENCE and     
FOCUS, Most of All, It Takes YOU! 

 
For more information, please contact 

Vicki Betsill at 412-537-5623 or 
vbetsill@gmail.com 

Please Keep Our Children in 

Prayer as They Prepare for  

First Communion (May 15) and 
Confirmation (October 16) 

 
First Communion 

Mia Nshimyumukiza 
Ella Nshimyumukiza 
Ava Nshimyumukiza 

Grace Gbolo 
Jaden Betters 

 
Confirmation 

Marcellin Nshimyumukiza 
David Nshimyumukiza 

Olivia Rubin 
Owen Rubin 

Dorothy Roach 
Bailey Roach 
Alicia Gasana 

Cordae Benning 
Dayebga Fomunjeng 

 

 
 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  A link to the podcasts 
of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Peace Be With You! 

This weekend we celebrate the Second 
Sunday of Easter, also known as Divine 
Mercy Sunday, which was established by 
Pope St. John Paul II in 2000. It leads us 
into the continuing celebration of God’s 
mercy during the Easter Time. The  
readings this weekend call us to open 
our eyes and experience the many ways 
that God’s mercy touches us. 
 
In the first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles, we read of the early years of 
the church, after the Resurrection and 
how it grew. People gathered around 
the Apostles to listen to the gospel and 
to be healed. Peter and John have just 
healed a man who had never been able 
to walk. Many more people seek healing 
from the Apostles.  
 
In the Second Reading from the Book of 
Revelation, we read how the Lord tells 
John to write down all that he sees  
concerning God’s saving plan.  
 
In the Gospel of John, we read how the 
Risen Lord appears first to some  
frightened disciples, then to Thomas, 
granting them peace and commissioning 
them with the Holy Spirit to carry on his 
sacred work. No sooner has he offered 
the disciples his peace than he  
immediately commissions them to take 
up and carry on the work he has been 
doing. After Jesus’ resurrection his  
followers quickly put aside their fears 
and doubts, for their faith was incredibly 

strengthened. Only after Jesus shows 
them his hands and his side do they 
seem to understand who he is.  
 
The resurrection marks a turning point 
in salvation history, replacing the 
pattern of sin and death with mercy and 
new life.  
 
Thomas’ story can help us during times 
we face doubts, worries, and fears.  
During Easter time the Lord gives us 
what we need so that we may believe in 
him.  
 
This weekend we celebrate our monthly 
Youth Mass! 
 
Please note that next Sunday, May 1 is 
the Pittsburgh Marathon. Please plan 
ahead familiarize the route and be on 
the look out for any road closures and 
detours.  
 

First Holy Communion 

The First Holy Communion class will be 
participating a retreat on Saturday, 
April 30 where they will also receive 
their First Reconciliation. 
 
First Holy Communion will be celebrated 
on Sunday, May 15 at the 11am mass. 
We pray for our children as they prepare 
to receive the Body of Christ for the very 
first time. Special thanks to Julie 
Mondello and Lisa Joy Finch for their 
leadership in preparing our children.  
 

Thank You 

Thank you to Ms Jeanette Finch and 
Yinka Williams for decorating the altar 
with each of the liturgies during the 
Tridium, the Liturgical Committee for all 
the wonderful liturgies, and Andrew 
James and the Men’s Group for helping 
with setting up the Lenten/Easter Cross. 
 
Thank you to our Director of Music, 
Chris Catone, Toni Long, and our parish 
choir for providing the beautiful music 
for the Holy Week and Easter  
celebrations. Bravo!  
 

Pastoral and Finance Council &  

Parish Leadership Retreat 

On Saturday, April 9 leaders of our  
parish attended a Parish Retreat  
conducted by John Flaherty. It was a 
very spiritual, enriching day as the  
leaders discussed and prayed about the 
future of our parish as we move forward 
setting out hopes and dreams and goals. 
In the next several weeks and months a 
core group of the leadership team will 
be convening to start discussing goals 
and objectives, and a Pastoral Plan and 
Mission Statement. We will also be  
asking members of the parish to offer 
input and involvement. Stay tuned! 
 

Parish Share 2022 

The Annual Parish Share 2022 Campaign 
has begun. Our goal is $30,000. Please 
complete the pledge card either paid in 
full or with a pledge payable to “St.  
Benedict the Moor Parish” and memo 
the check “Parish Share” and return it in 
the parish envelope that was provided. 
Extra envelopes and information  
packets are available in the back of the 
church. 
 

Are You Registered 

Every Catholic needs a place to call 
“home.” If you attend Mass on a regular 
basis and are not officially registered, 
you are welcomed here! Registration 
forms are available on the information 
table in the front of the church, or you 
can call Priscilla Davis at the office at 
412- 281-3141. 
 

Something to Think About… 

This is what the past is for! Every  
experience God gives us, every person 

He puts in our lives is the perfect  
preparation for the future that only  

He can see.    
- Corrie ten Boom 

 
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Fr. Tom Burke 

Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

In June 1989 
Sister Thea 
Bowman 
addressed the 
bishops of the 
Catholic Church of 
the United States. 

She spoke with honesty, candor, joy, and 
courage. In her address she talked about 
three challenges facing Black Catholics in 
America. These challenges also concern 
people who are not Black but are involved 
in ministry to Black Catholics and Black 
communities.

First, she spoke about the historical 
pattern in the Church in which the 
ministry to Black Catholics is mostly 
administered by whites. While this was 
necessary during certain stages of the 
development of the Catholic Church, she 
pointed out, this should not be an 
inevitable and permanent condition. Black 
Catholics should be prepared for leader-
ship roles in all parishes and in the 
diocese. Above all, Sister Thea Bowman 
pointed out, whites who serve in ministry 
in predominantly Black parishes should 
share “life, love, and laughter” with the 
people. They should not provide ministry 
at an arm’s length, but should be fully 
immersed in the joys, challenges, 
concerns, and debates in the Black 
community. Otherwise, Sister Thea 
pointed out, they will not be effective in 
their ministry.

Second, she spoke about decision-making 
in the Catholic Church. She pointed out 
how frequently decisions are made that 
affect Black students, families, and 
communities without the involvement or 
serious consultation of Black professionals 
and non-professionals, clergy, religious, or 
laity in initial planning stages or 
implementation. When decisions affecting 

Black people are made without Black 
people even being in the room, the result 
will be impotent programming, ultimately 
ending in disappointment, frustration, and 
failure. The role of Blacks in the Catholic 
Church, Sister Thea pointed out, must not 
merely be as flowerpots and window 
dressing.

Third, she spoke about the way that Black 
Catholics see themselves. Sister Thea said 
that Black Catholics must shake off the 
“mission mentality” where we “don’t feel 
called or responsible” to “do anything” 
that contributes to the life of the parish 
and of the universal Church. She called on 
Black Catholics to step up and be involved 
in every aspect of Church life, from 
programing, to maintenance, to 
evangelization, to catechesis, to spiritual 
formation, to liturgical celebration. 

Over thirty years ago Sister Thea Bowman 

challenged the Church to live up to its 

promise: those who minister to Black 

parishes must become part of the 

community; when planning and decisions 

are made affecting the community, 

knowledgeable community stakeholders 

must be part of that process and those 

without expertise must be consulted; and 

finally, Black Catholics must be assertive 

and proactive in participating in diocesan 

events and in the parish. Failure to meet 

these three challenges, Sister Thea 

warned, will “kill” the parish and turn 

Black Americans away from the Catholic 

Church.

Fr. David Taylor

Faith is truly a gift. As 
I drive through the 
area where I live, I will 
occasionally see poles 
on the sidewalks with 
flowers, candles, and 

other signs of memorial decorations. 
These are often placed there by family 
and friends as a reminder of the death of 
a loved one. In many instances the death 
was by violence, at or near, this site. They 
are reminders of the hurt and pain still 
experienced by many.

When death occurs, there can be an 
attempt to remove all reminders of these 
sad events. But remembering can be a 
significant part of working, in faith, 
through death. This can be especially 
true in cases of violent death.

When Jesus began his post-Resurrection 
appearances, reminders of the Cross 
were not forgotten or ignored. His initial 
appearances with the disciples were 
marked by the wounds he suffered on 
the cross. They were also a reminder of 
the cost of being a witness to Christ in 
the New church. The Resurrected Christ 
would continue to show evidence of the 
evil, pain, and death still present in a 
redeemed world.

Faith is always a risk because it is based 
upon trust, and many of us have 
experienced the pain of betrayal. Easter 
faith must be sustained by our daily living 
and witnessing to the cost of being a 
disciple. Yes, the cross is still in our life, 
but it has indeed been overcome.
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