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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

MAY 22, 2022 



2     MAY 22, 2022  ●  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Sr 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Stella Lowden 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley  
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

May 22 11:00 am 
6th Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Matthew Kee Kee Patterson 

(Mr. & Mrs. Keith Younger) 

May 29 11:00 am 
7th Sunday of Easter 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Sr. Maria Harden & Sr. Virginia Sutton 

(Sisters of Saint Joseph) 

 

Stewardship MAY 15 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,085.00 $210.00 $355.00 

Congratulations to Mia, Grace, Ella, and Ava on Their  

First Holy Communion! 

May God Bless Them Always! 
 

 

This week  

the Sanctuary Candle 

 is lit in Celebration of the 

56th  Wedding Anniversary 

of  

Moses & Janice Simmons  

Calling all 2022 Graduates!  

High School, College 2-year, 4-year,   

Master’s, Doctorate and Technical 

Schools.   

St. Benedict the Moor would like to    

celebrate and honor you. Please call 

Priscilla Davis 412-281-3141 X100, and 

provide your name, type of degree and 

the school you graduated from.                                             

Remember to register by Monday       

June 6th. 

Congratulations to  
Father Thomas Burke on the  

21st Anniversary of His Ordination  
 

(May 26, 2001) 
 

We Thank Him for His Service and Ask God 
to Bless Him Always!  

Good News & Updates 
 

 Director of Music Chris Catone and cantor/choir member Ann Betters were  
invited to lead the music during school Mass at Bishop Canevin High School on 

April 27th for the school’s International Day, which celebrated cultures and  
heritages from all over the world.  “We were happy to share the musical        

tradition of St. Benedict the with the students and faculty at Bishop Canevin!” 
 

 Members of St. Benedict the Moor parish attended the Sister Thea       
Bowman Black Catholic Education Foundation Jazz Brunch on April 28th at 

Heinz Field. Fr. Matthew Hawkins was the keynote speaker at the event 
which honored the organization’s founding executive director, Mary Lou 

Jennings as the recipient of the Inaugural Sister Thea Bowman Foundation 
Lifetime Achievement Award, and celebrated Sister Thea’s  passion for 

Catholic education and commitment to improving the lives of Black youth. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

The Gift of Peace! 

This weekend we celebrate the Sixth 
Sunday of Easter. In the First Reading 
from the Acts of the Apostles, we read 
how the Apostles with the whole church 
welcome Gentile converts into the  
community of faith. Paul and Barnabas 
return to Antioch (where the disciples 
were first called Christians). Jewish  
traditions are recognized but it is also 
clear that salvation is now through the 
faith in Jesus Christ rather than through 
the law of Moses. In the Second Reading 
we read how the Holy City gleams with 
splendor of God. The Lamb of God is its 
lamp. The new and holy Jerusalem is 
bright with the splendor of God. 
 
In the Gospel of John, we continue  
reading from the “Last Supper  
Discourse” as Jesus is attempting to  
explain to his disciples the relationship 
between him and his father. Jesus 
stresses on the divine mutuality  
between the Son and the Father. Jesus 
promises to send the disciples the Holy 
Spirit in the form of an Advocate to  
remind them what Jesus had taught 
them while on earth. The Advocate, 
sometimes called the comforter,  
counselor, or helper, will teach in Jesus’ 
absence, and keeps Jesus’ teachings 
alive in the post-resurrection  
community.  
 
God’s peace and love helps us to live out 
his commands and loving Jesus leads to 
our own inner peace. Christ alone is our 

true peace.  
 
Let us allow the power of the Holy Spirit 
to renew our love of the risen Christ and 
live as a community keeping his  
commands. Perhaps we can make some 
peace with someone from whom we 
have kept a distance. Let us avoid  
unnecessary conflicts and quarrels. 

 

Welcome 

This Sunday we are celebrating Christian 
Mother’s Women’s Day! Special  
welcome to all who are here to  
celebrate with us for this special event. 
 

21st Anniversary of Priesthood 

This coming Thursday, May 26, I will 
celebrate my 21st Anniversary of  
Priesthood. On May 26, 2001, I made a 
commitment to God, my family, and my 
church. I was ordained to the Priesthood 
with five of my classmates: Fr. Tony  
Gargotta, Fr. Terry O’Connor,  
Fr. Michael Stumpf, Fr. Bob Vular, and 
Fr. Clint Zadroga. I love being a priest 
and I love being your Pastor here at St. 
Benedict the Moor and at St. Mary  
Magdalene Parishes. A lot has changed 
in the past twenty-one years, but I  
continue to learn and grow in the priest-
hood every day. Let us pray that more 
men and women may answer the Lord’s 
call to serve the church and live out 
their vocation.  
 

First Holy Communion 

Congratulations to our students who 
made their First Holy Communion last 
weekend. Special thanks to Julie 
Mondello and Lisa Joy Finch for their 
leadership in preparing our children. 

  

Parish Mission & Pastoral Planning 

Last month, leaders from our parish 
attended a Parish Retreat conducted by 
John Flaherty. It was a nice spiritual, 
enriching day as leaders discussed and 
prayed about the future of our parish as 
we move forward setting out our hopes, 
dreams, and goals. In the next several 

months a core group of the leadership 
team will be convening to start  
discussing goals and objectives, and a 
Pastoral Plan and Mission Statement. 
We will also be asking for members of 
the parish for input and involvement.  

 

Farewell Frank Grande 

Frank Grande, our Business Manager, 
has completed his work at St. Benedict 
the Moor Parish, effective Friday, May 
13 to spend more time with his family. 
We thank Frank for his service to us the 
past two years.  

 

Welcome Donna Jeffrey 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
Donna Jeffrey to the Pastoral Staff as 
Business Manager. Donna comes with 
over thirty years’ experience working for 
the Federal Reserve Bank. She has a 
positive, friendly attitude and will be a 
terrific addition to our staff.  

 

Looking Ahead 

Ascension of our Lord (a Holy Day) is 
Thursday, May 26.  

Masses will be held:   
9am- St. Bede- Point Breeze 

           9am- St. James- Wilkinsburg 
Noon- Mother of Good Counsel-  

6:30pm- St. Benedict the Moor Church 
            7pm- St. Bede- Point Breeze 

   

2022 Mass Intentions 

The 2022 Mass Intention book is open. 
We still have Sunday Masses available 
for Mass Intentions for a $10.00 stipend, 
and Memorials for the Sanctuary Candle 
for a $10 donation. Please contact 
Priscilla Davis at the Parish Office to 
schedule. 
 

Something to Think About… 

It is hard to express love with a 
clinched fist. 

 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
Fr. Tom Burke 

Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

When John 
described the 
revelation of the 
vision of the new 
city of Jerusalem 
there was 
something that 
was odd about 
that vision. 

Something was missing. John wrote this 
description: 

“The angel of the Lord took me 
in spirit to a great, high 
mountain and showed me the 
holy city Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven from God. 
It gleamed with the splendor 
of God. Its radiance was like 
that of a precious stone, like 
jasper, clear as crystal … I saw 
no temple in the city…”

Notice that John described a city that 
was graced with the splendor of the 
Lord but unlike the original city, this 
new Jerusalem did not have a temple 
made of stone. Why was that? The glory 
of the old Jerusalem was the temple of 
God that was prominently located with-
in its borders, but in John’s description 
of the new city the temple was missing. 

It is important to keep in mind that the 
function of the temple in John’s day was 
that people went there to offer ritual 
sacrifices to God. They offered those 
sacrifices for the atonement of sins, to 
express devotion to God, and as a sign 
of thanksgiving for the many blessings 
God gave to them every day. While 
rituals have always been important to 
worship God, John the apostle wrote 
that the sacrifices that accompanied 
those rituals were limited in what they 
could do. The Lord replaced imperfect 
sacrifices of created things (animals, 
grains, and money) with the perfect 
sacrifice of Christ himself.

John wrote that the reason the New 
Jerusalem did not have a temple made 
of stone was because the new temple 
was made of flesh; it was made of the 
body of Christ. John wrote of the New 
Jerusalem: “Its temple is the Lord God 
almighty and the Lamb. The city had no 
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for 

the glory of God gave it light, and its 
lamp was the Lamb.” We are now the 
temple God when we participate in the 
life of Christ.

As Catholics, we believe that God is the 
one who builds the New Jerusalem, the 
Body of Christ, which is the Church. But 
we also believe that we as people who 
were baptized into the life of Christ 
have been invited to participate in 
God’s work of building this new city of 
Jerusalem. We participate building the 
new temple of God when we receive 
the sacrament of the Eucharistic meal 
so that the body of Christ is within us 
and we, in turn, become the Body of 
Christ to the world.

God dwells with us and among us when 
we become new people in Christ. As 
John wrote in his Gospel: “Jesus said to 
his disciples: ‘Whoever loves me will 
keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him and make 
our dwelling with him.’”

We are invited, on this Women’s Day at 
St. Benedict the Moor, to accept God’s 
invitation to participate in the work of 
building up Body of Christ. An important 
part of this work is to continue the 
synodal process of guiding the parish 
pastoral council to develop a mission 
statement and a parish pastoral plan 
along the guidelines of the One Body, 
One Mission document that the diocese 
of Pittsburgh issued. Let the parish 
pastoral council know what the Holy 
Spirit has put on your heart. Let them 
know what the Spirit is telling you 
should be in the parish pastoral plan in 
our ministry to the diocese of 
Pittsburgh.

Let us also continue the indispensable 
work of education. Let us educate our 
children and adults through Bible 
studies, faith-formation, and the history 
and heritage of Black Catholics. Even as 
we educate ourselves about these 
things, and as we become formed more 
deeply in the faith, let us educate the 
entire diocese about the spirituality of 
Black Catholic communities. This is 
important work. As in all things, we 
must do this work in a way that is 
centered in Christ.

Fr. David Taylor

During my formative 
years after entering 
the Catholic Church, 
and with the support 
of my family, I was 
enthusiastic about 
attending mass and 
learning of the many 

new traditions of worship. I was 
fortunate in attending Catholic 
elementary school for several years and 
we frequently attended mass during the 
week. 

Although I had new appreciation for the 
church, I missed many of the worship 
traditions which had become so much a 
part of my worship experience. This was 
especially true of the music, the heavy 
emphasis on Bible study and the freedom 
of spontaneous prayer and testimony. 

I always had a great love of the Holy 
Eucharist but wished many more were 
eligible to receive this sacrament which is 
at the heart of our worship. And I often 
saw the need for more of a sense of 
welcoming and inclusion so often missing 
in many parishes. As I contemplated a 
vocation to the priesthood, my hope was 
that l could be a part of this needed 
renewal. This is still a prayer of hope for 
the Church.

We read in the Acts of the Apostles that 
the Gentile converts struggled much in 
adapting to their new faith. They wanted 
to bring some of their own personal gifts 
and talents to the faith. It took the      
wisdom of Paul, a convert, along with 
other new members of the faith, to see 
the need for expanding the church and 
welcoming the traditions of others. 

This continues to need to be a priority for 
the church today. There is so much more 
we can yet accomplish. We have done a 
lot but there is so much more we can do. 
The Spirit is alive and well and we must 
show this as we evangelize and grow the 
church.
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