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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 
Sacrament  
of Reconciliation, 
Baptisms, Weddings, 
and Funerals  
by appointment. 
 

 
Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 

JUNE 5, 2022 



2     JUNE 5, 2022  ●  PENTECOST  

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Sr 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Stella Lowden 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley  
Rudolph Williams 
Jenell Younger 

Mass Intentions 

June 5 11:00 am 
Pentecost 
 

Fr. Thomas Burke 

Ethelda Younger 

(Mr & Mrs. Keith Younger) 

June 12 11:00 am 
The Most Holy Trinity 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Basil Mulumba 

(Chilufya Mulumba) 

 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; 

colleges; youth ministry programs; and more, and is broadcast every 
other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is 
today,  June 5th. A link to the podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 
 

Calling all 2022 Graduates!  

St. Benedict the Moor would like to    
celebrate and honor you. Please call 
Priscilla Davis 412-281-3141 X100, 

and provide your name, type of   
degree and the school you          

graduated from.                                             

Remember to register by            
Monday June 6th. 

 
Stewardship for May 22 & May 

29 will be in the  
June 12th Bulletin 

Submissions for the bulletin are due Mondays 
by 8am. Please email to  

Jennifer Whitley at  
bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 

 
Also, if you have any pictures from Mass or 

any special programs for our parish that you 
would like to share on our Facebook or  

Instagram, please email them also.  
Thank You.  

Last Sunday was the last Religious Education classes for the 2020-2021 
year. We would like to thank our Catechists for their faithfulness. Please 

greet them warmly when you see them. 
Joelynn Parham 

Rita Canton 

Julie Mondello 

Betty Pickett 

Esa Davis Rubin 

Jennifer Lynn Whitley  
 

We would also like to thank and lift up our parents and children who 
made a way to come for classes each week. We hope to see you all next 
year. Thank you, and the Lord's Blessings for a safe and joyful summer. 

 

- SBTM Religious Education Team 

 
Have a Safe and Blessed Summer! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pastor’s Note  

 

Peace Be With You! 
Today we conclude the Easter  
Season by celebrating Pentecost, the 
Birthday of the Church. Fifty days 
ago, we celebrated Easter. In the 
first reading from the Acts of the 
Apostles, we read how the Apostles 
receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit in 
the Upper Room, speak in various 
languages, and boldly proclaim the 
Good News. The gift of the Holy  
Spirit gives the Apostles all that they 
need to proclaim the Gospel with 
clarity and conviction. The words 
spoken by the Apostles guide all  
listeners along the path that leads 
them to believe in Jesus Christ.  
 
In the Gospel of John, we read the 
“Farewell or Last Supper Discourse” 
in which Jesus promises his disciples 
that he will send the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus assures his  
disciples that although he is  
returning to the Father, he will not 
abandon them. The primary theme 
of the John’s Gospel of the “Farewell 
Discourse” is that the love for Jesus 
is expressed by keeping his  
commandments.  
 
On this Feast of Pentecost, we are  
invited by the church to reflect upon 
how the Holy Spirit is alive in us. 
With joy, we renew again the  
covenant made in the waters of  
Baptism. The gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, 
Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety, and 
Fear the Lord, helps us throughout 
our life. We may come from  
different families, different  
neighborhoods, and diverse  
cultures, but the Holy Spirit draws us 
together. As the spirit sanctifies the 
church, may he sanctify each one of 

us, and guide us in our lives of  
discipleship. 
 
We pray for peace in our hearts, our 
homes, community, state, country, 
and the world. We pray for the 
shooting victims in Buffalo, New 
York, Uvalde Texas and continue to 
pray for the people of Ukraine. 
 
This weekend we welcome our new 
Business Manager, Donna Jeffrey 
who will be introduced at mass and 
at the Finance Council meeting. 
 
Next Sunday, June 12 at the 11am 
Mass, we will welcome the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, members of Duquesne  
University, Dr Patricia Grey, Dr.  
Greta Stokes-Tucker, and Dr.  
Shannen Dee Williams author of the 
book Subversive Habits: Black  
Catholic Nuns in the Long African 
American Freedom Struggle. Extra 
copies of the book will be available 
after mass. 
 

Pastoral Council 
As we prepare for Summer and take 
a break from regular parish monthly 
meetings, I am thankful for the  
Pastoral and Finance Council  
Members for their leadership during 
the past year. A lot of has been  
accomplished this year with the  
Synodality Sessions, preparing for a 
new Parish Mission Statement and  
Pastoral Plan, and financially our 
parish is keeping a balanced budget. 
 
Pastoral Council Members include  
Lisa-Joy Finch, Andrew James, Julie  
Mondello, Joelynn Parham, and 
Darrell Rubin. 
 
Finance Council 
Finance Council Members include 
Rita Canton, Esa Davis, Richard 
Stewart, Sonya Tilghman, and 
Gwendolyn Young.  
 
Parish Mission & Pastoral Planning 
Recently, leaders from our parish 
attended a Parish Retreat conducted 
by John Flaherty in which the leaders  
discussed and prayed about the  
future of our parish as we move  
forward setting out our hopes, 
dreams, and goals. A Pastoral  
Planning Committee which will  
comprise of: Julie Mondello,  
Thomas Reiter, Darrell Rubin, Janice 
Sims, Greta Stokes Tucker, and  

Gwendolyn Young will be convening 
this weekend to start discussing 
goals and objectives, and a Pastoral 
Plan and Mission Statement. In the 
next few months, members of our 
parish family will also be asked to 
gather their input. 
 
Congratulations to the  

8th Grade Graduates  
Students from St. Benedict the 
Moor School celebrated their  
graduation on Friday, June 3, and 
Sister Thea Bowman Catholic  
Academy in Wilkinsburg students 
will celebrate their graduation this 
coming Tuesday, June 7.  
Congratulations to our graduates 
and wish them well on their next 
journey in high school.  
 
Bishop Zubik to Visit  

St. Benedict the Moor 
I am pleased to announce, that  
Bishop David A. Zubik will be the 
Principal Celebrant at the 11am 
mass on Sunday, July 17 to celebrate 
our 133 years of the founding of St. 
Benedict the Moor Parish on July 28, 
1889, and the reestablished Personal 
Parish for Black Catholics on July 13, 
2020!  
 
Missionary Cooperation 
Plan Appeal Collection will be taking 
place this weekend at mass. This 
year we are collecting for Friends of 
Agnes Charitable Foundation, a 
Catholic mission at work in the  
Diocese of Nellore, India. Please be 
as generous as possible. 
 

Something to Think About… 

“Believe in the incredible and you 
can do the impossible.” 

- Bishop Fulton Sheen 
 

  
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

Fr. Tom Burke 
Pastor 

tburke@diopitt.org 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins

This is Pentecost 
Sunday, and it 
completes a cycle 
within our 
liturgical calendar 
that helps us 
understand what 

it means to be a Christian. During Easter, 
we celebrated the resurrection in which 
Jesus triumphed over death itself, opening 
the way for the rest of us to do the same if 
we dwell in Christ and allow Christ to 
dwell within us.

During the Ascension of Our Lord, we 
celebrated the ascension of Christ to the 
right hand of the Father. This was a point 
where the disciples learned to stop 
clinging to the flesh, blood, and bones of 
the historical Jesus, with his physical 
limitations, and open themselves to the 
divine revelation of the cosmic Christ who 
dwells with us and among us no matter 
who and where we are. Christ is not 
limited by space and time. During the 
Ascension of Our Lord, Jesus told his 
disciples to wait, and he would send the 
Holy Spirit to give them life as a Christian 
community.

Today, during Pentecost, Jesus makes 
good on that promise. The focus shifts 
from the historical Jesus to the Church as 
being the Body of Christ, animated by the 
Holy Spirit. This completes the cycle of the 
fundamental structure of Christianity. 
During Christmas, we celebrated the 
incarnation when the Word became flesh 
and Christ entered our humanity. During 
Easter, we memorialized the death and 
celebrated the resurrection of Christ. This 
was the purpose for which the Incarnation 
had to take place. Through the crucifixion, 
Jesus died in the flesh and opened the 
way for us to die to transitory things so 

that we could live for that which is 
eternal. He had to enter into our humanity 
so that we could participate in his 
eternity. Through the resurrection, Jesus 
conquered death itself and made it 
possible for us to trample over death if we 
abide in him. 

Two weeks ago, we celebrated the 
Ascension. The Ascension marked a break 
in the liturgical narrative. The focus 
shifted from the historical Jesus to Christ, 
who transcends time and space. The focus 
also shifted from the narrative of Jesus’ 
life and ministry to a narrative of the 
Church, which is the Body of Christ and 
ministers in communion with our Lord. 
Through the Ascension, Jesus returned to 
the Father and transcended the barriers of 
space and time, dwelling within and 
among us at all times, and in all places if 
we are willing to receive Him. 

This brings us to today. Today we 
celebrate Pentecost. During Pentecost, we 
are reminded that the Holy Spirit animates 
the Church. Without the Holy Spirit, there 
would be no Church, no Body of Christ. 
The Church receives the breath of divinity 
as the Holy Spirit is poured out upon us 
and we are sent into the world to live the 
gospel. During the next two Sundays, we 
will celebrate the Holy Trinity, which 
highlights the relational nature of the 
Godhead and the Church. We will follow 
this by celebrating the Body and Blood of 
Christ, which refers not only to the 
transubstantiation of bread and wine but 
also refers to the transformation of the 
assembly that participates in this sacred 
mystery.

Fr. David Taylor

God alone saves, but 
God never saves 
alone. This statement 
reflects in so many 
ways the presence of 
Jesus among us 
during the post-

Resurrection period from Easter to 
Ascension and Pentecost. In these forty 
days he continued to prepare the 
disciples and his people for the essential 
ministry of service in the church 
established at Pentecost. His 
appearances during this time reinforced 
our essential role in helping to establish 
his kingdom. It was and continues to be 
all about love and service. 

Pentecost gave a new awareness of the 
urgency in fulfilling our mission in and for 
one another. Jesus went the “extra mile” 
for all of us, but he could and would not 
do for us what we ourselves must do as a 
result of our baptismal call. 

Pentecost gives us both a challenge and a 
mandate, but this mandate comes with a 
choice with many consequences. The sin 
and evil we encounter in this world are 
never of God, but from our own 
unwillingness to follow through on our 
responsibilities to one another. The 
horrific evils we experience all too often 
are rarely the actions of a single 
individual alone; they come from a 
culture which breeds hatred and lack of 
concern for others. 

This month we will observe Juneteenth. 
It was recently declared a national time 
of observance. As we remember and 
celebrate, we must never forget the 
tragic events which brought us to this 
period of time. The event takes on 
special meaning as we mourn the most 
recent events of hatred and murder. We 
are the only ones who can help 
overcome this. 

Yes, God alone saves, but he will never 
save alone. Pentecost reinforces this 
mandate.
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