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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  

Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 

Sacrament  

of Reconciliation, 

Baptisms, Weddings, 

and Funerals  

by appointment. 
 

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     JUNE 19, 2022  ●  SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Dorothy Brisbane 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  

Dolores Denton 
Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 

Brenda Glenn 
Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Sr 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 

Eric McDonald 
Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley  
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

June 19 11:00 am 
Corpus Christi 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

All Living and Deceased Fathers 

June 26 11:00 am 
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. David Taylor 

Mwenya Bwalya 

(Chilufya Mulumba) 

Stewardship JUNE 12 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$3,203.00 $845.00 $1,102.00 

Did You Know? - Juneteenth Facts 
 

• “The holiday was initially called "Jubilee Day." It started     
being celebrated in 1866, but as word of the day spread, the 

name "Juneteenth" began to catch on. “ 
 

• “This holiday got its beginnings in 1865. The Emancipation 
Proclamation was signed in 1863, but could only take effect in 

areas that were still under Confederate control. Texas        
continued to operate as if slavery was still legal, because 

there hadn't been enforcement of the new law. That's why it 
took another 2.5 years for slavery to end there and why 

Juneteenth is seen as the unofficial end to slavery. “ 
 

• “The Juneteenth flag was created 
by the founder of the National 

Juneteenth Celebration Foundation 
(NJCF), Ben Haith in 1997. The star in 

the center is the star of Texas, and the 
burst around it symbolizes "bursting 
with new freedom throughout the 

land, over a new horizon." Red, white, and blue were used 
because those are the colors of the American flag. “ 

 
• “Pennsylvania was one of the last states to recognize the      

holiday, doing so in 2019; North Dakota and Hawaii followed 
suit in 2021, leaving South Dakota as the sole state not to 

officially recognize Juneteenth as a state holiday. Juneteenth 
was federally recognized in 2021. “ 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is today, June 19th. A link to the     
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Happy Fathers Day and  
Happy Juneteenth!  

**The parish office will be closed on Monday, June 20th for the Juneteenth  
Federal Holiday. We will reopen on Tuesday, June 21.** 
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Pastor’s Note  

 

Come to the Feast! 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ  
traditionally known as “Corpus Christi.” 
As Catholics, the Eucharist is the center 
of our faith. Every time we gather for 
Mass (which means Thanksgiving) we 
celebrate a feast, and we are nourished 
with Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist. In Jesus, and in giving 
of his body and blood, God offers us the 
way to become one with him and know 
his love completely.  
 
In the first reading from Genesis, we 
read how the priest Melchizedek offers 
a sacrifice, thanking God for the gift of 
salvation. Melchizedek offers hospitality 
by welcoming Abram with food and 
drink. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Corinthi-
ans, we read how Paul instructs the  
Corinthian community struggling with 
internal divisions on the meaning of the 
Lord’s Supper.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read the  
scripture passage of the miracle of the 
loaves and fishes as Jesus feeds over 
5,000 people. This is the only miracle of 
Jesus that is found in all four Gospels: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Luke 
wants to show us that the Kingdom of 
God is present in Jesus.  
 
Corpus Christi is a three-in-one feast: a 
feast of sacrifice, Sacrament of the  

Eucharist, and the Real Presence of 
Christ. This Solemnity invites us to  
reflect on the sacredness of the  
Eucharist which is a miracle that we  
celebrate every day. There is no  
distinction between the wealthy and the 
poor, the learned or the simple, the  
language one speaks, or the color of 
one’s skin. Together we are transformed 
into the Body of Christ. We are fed and 
strengthened to go out into the world 
and do the work of God.  

 

Happy Father’s Day 

My dad, Bill Burke is a very humble man. 
He grew up in Hazelwood, attended St. 
Stephen’s Elementary School and  
graduated from Central Catholic in 1958. 
After high school he served in the Navy 
then came home and entered the  
Pittsburgh Police Academy. He served as 
a Police Officer for thirty years (many of 
those years working at Zone 2 in the Hill 
District) and was the founder of the Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial on the 
North Shore. My dad is a wonderful  
husband, father, grandfather, and great 
grandfather. A devoted husband for 
sixty years to my mom, Marge, my dad 
is a true hero in my eyes. 
 
Happy Father’s Day to all our fathers, 
Grandfathers, Stepfathers, Uncles, or 
any man who holds a father like role to 
someone. Let us pray for all our fathers 
living and deceased this Father’s Day 
weekend. 
 
We also celebrate Juneteenth this week-
end. On June 19, 1865, more than two 
years after President Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation, Major  
General Gordon Granger arrived in  
Galveston, Texas and informed the  
people that all enslaved people were 
now free! Let us pray on this National 
Holiday that we celebrate freedom for 
all and respect all human life! 
 

Parish Improvements 

S & N Roofing of Slippery Rock worked 
on our church roof the past two weeks 
and made several repairs to areas that 

were leaking. Sean Jones with  
Observatory Hill-Stained Glass also was 
able to inspect the large Rose Window 
that hangs above the church entrance 
facing Centre Avenue and Freedom  
Corner. The window has a rotting frame 
and will need to be repaired in the  
coming months. We are awaiting the 
evaluation report of what will be  
recommended for the stained-glass  
window and roof repairs.  
 
Funds from the sale of the former St. 
Benedict Center on Bedford Avenue that 
are in our Savings Account will go to 
help with the repairs and inspection. 
David Schmidt, from the Diocesan Office 
of Property is assisting us with this  
project. 

 

Bishop Zubik to Visit  

St. Benedict the Moor 

Bishop David A. Zubik will be the  
Principal Celebrant at the 11am mass on 
Sunday, July 17 to celebrate our 133 
years of the founding of St. Benedict the 
Moor Parish on July 28, 1889, and the 
reestablished Personal Parish for Black 
Catholics on July 13, 2020!  

 

Office Closed Monday June 20th 

The Parish Office will be closed on  
Monday, June 20th for the Juneteenth 
Federal Holiday. We will reopen on 
Tuesday, June 21.  

 

Something to Think About… 

Enjoy the little things, for one day you 
may look back and realize they were the 
big things. 

 

  
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 
Pastor 
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Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 
Last week, I  
discussed painful 
divisions within 
the Church and 
where we can 
find rich  
resources for 
Catholic spiritu-
ality and the 

apostolic teaching of the Church. Spirit-
uality and apostolic teaching will help to 
heal the wounds within the Church. This 
week, I will continue the discussion by 
extending it to Catholic social teaching, 
what the Church says about Herself in 
the documents from Vatican II, and the 
usefulness of the universal catechism so 
that unity within the Church will be  
authentic. 
 
Unfortunately, many people confuse 
their politics with what the Church 
teaches about social and political life. 
This confusion causes bitter and poison-
ous divisions. Several texts help to  
clarify Catholic social teaching and  
foster authentic unity, including David J. 
O’Brien and Thomas A. Shannon’s  
collection titled Catholic Social Thought: 
Encyclical Documents from Pope Leo XIII 
to Pope Francis, Brandon Vogt’s Saints 
and Social Justice: A Guide to Changing 
the World, and Pope Francis’ Diverse, 
Yet United: Communicating Truth in 
Charity. Not surprisingly, the Word on 
Fire Institute has also published a  
collection of Catholic Social Teaching. 
That volume moves beyond the  
polemics of the contemporary political 
left and right, drawing on the works of 
the Old Testament prophets and the 
New Testament, the writings of the 
Church Fathers and the saints, and  
papal encyclicals. It offers readers a 
deep understanding of what it means to 
be a Church that is not “either/or” but 
“both/and.”  
 
Finally, if we value Christian unity, we 
must familiarize ourselves with the core 
documents of the Second Vatican  
Council. These documents help us  
explore what the Church says about 
herself. Vatican II documents examine 
the following questions: What does it 
mean to be the Church? How should the 
Church interact with other polities and 
faiths? How should Catholics interpret 

the Bible? How is the liturgy indispensa-
ble for our prayer and worship life? How 
should the Church engage today’s 
world?  
 
The Word on Fire Vatican II Collection 
features the four central documents of 
the Second Vatican Council. The volume 
also includes Pope Saint John XXIII’s 
opening address and Pope Saint Paul 
VI’s closing address. In addition, it  
features Bishop Robert Barron’s and 
post-conciliar popes’ commentaries 
interspersed throughout. Readers may 
also want to read Austin Flannery, OP’s 
standard translation of the basic sixteen 
documents of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, which is widely available.  
 
A copy of the Universal Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (Libreria Editrice  
Vaticana, and USCCB 2019 edition) will 
help readers get more out of all of the 
books listed in this reflection. But on the 
other hand, these books will help  
readers probe more deeply into the 
universal catechism. So, there is a  
benefit both ways. 
 
Before his passion on the Cross, Jesus’ 
prayed for Christian unity (John 17:20-
23). Christian unity is impossible when 
Catholics and sectarian groups confuse 
their secular political affiliations and 
national identities with what the Church 
Herself teaches. If we are true to our 
faith, we will set aside triumphalism and 
political and national chauvinism. These 
are barriers to Christian unity and  
evangelization. Instead, we will allow 
ourselves to be grounded in the classic 
works of Christian spirituality. We will 
explore apostolic teaching found in the 
creed. We will examine Catholic social 
teaching as God’s revelation since the 
days of the prophets. And we will reflect 
on the documents from the Second 
Vatican Council and the universal  
catechism, all of which form the basis of 
our universality as the Body of Christ. 
When we do this, our reward will be 
enthusiasm for our faith and a greater 
ability to share that faith with others.  

Fr. David Taylor 
 
There was a very well-
known priest and  
pastor who served 
faithfully in a parish 
for over thirty years. 
He was known not 
only for his personal 
concern for the parish-
ioners, but he was 

always involved in the needs of the  
community. His death was an occasion of 
sadness for many, and a plaque was put up 
in his memory. Many still recall his  
goodness. 
  
Soon thereafter all the focus was on  
potential new leadership for the parish. 
Rarely did his name come up in future 
planning; all concern was on the future. In 
reality, all of the good we accomplish often 
becomes only a memory. 
  
This could never happen with the life, 
death, and Resurrection of the Lord. He 
gave us a gift that would last forever; Jesus 
is really the gift that keeps on giving. The 
Holy Eucharist gives us daily the living 
presence of the Lord, and there is a  
renewed appreciation of sacred adoration. 
The only cost is to make him the center of 
our lives and a willingness to share this gift 
with our neighbor. 
  
In today’s gospel, Jesus reassures his  
disciples that there is enough food for all 
who are hungry. This is also true for the 
spiritual food of the Eucharist. St Paul  
recalls what happens in every mass which 
is celebrated throughout the world. And 
we do this in memory of him. In giving us 
the Eucharist, he also empowers us to 
provide for one another all our human 
needs. This can help us to bring about the 
much-needed respect for life, hunger for 
peace, and the spiritual healing we all 
need. 
  
Meals are important to all of us. When we 
gather with family and friends, we have 
the same host as when we celebrate the 
Eucharist. Jesus is the only one who can 
satisfy all hunger. Every mass is a renewal 
of this gift. 
  
A blessed and peace-filled congratulations 
to all dads living and deceased as we  
celebrate Father's Day. You are a blessing 
to your family and to the entire church.  


