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Religious Education 

Mass Schedule  

Sunday 11:00 am 
Livestream:  
facebook.com/SBTMPGH/live 
 

 

Sacrament  

of Reconciliation, 

Baptisms, Weddings, 

and Funerals  

by appointment. 
 

 

Our church is accessible. 

Saint Benedict the Moor Parish 
 

Personal Parish for Black Catholics in Pittsburgh 
 

“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
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2     JULY 3, 2022  ●  FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Pray For All Who Request Prayers 
Our parish community prays for those who request prayers for any reason.  If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please contact the Parish Office at 412.281.3141 or office@sbtmparishpgh.org. 

Joseph Anthony 
Duane Ashley 
Marqus Clancy 
Kristen Ashley-Cooper 
Rita Costa 
Dorothy Dansby 
Edward Davis 
Gloria Davis 
Robert Davis  
Dolores Denton 

Frederick Elliott 
Fomunjeng Family 
Lydia Francis 
Marie Francis 
Woody Frazier 
Sarah Freker 
James Fuller 
Ann Fultz 
Janet Glass 
Brenda Glenn 

Christina Hall 
Vincent Hall Sr 
Vincent Hall Jr 
Alda White Johnson 
The Jackson Family 
Sandra Johnson 
Salima Kamadoli 
Stella Lowden 
The Mary Family 
Eric McDonald 

Joan Moran 
Josephine O’Connor 
Nicole Orlando 
Mary Samuels 
Genevieve Sanford 
Janice Simmons 
Jennifer Whitley  
Rudolph Williams 
JJ Younger 

Mass Intentions 

July 3 11:00 am 
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Thomas J. Burke 

Elizabeth Betty Patterson 

(Keith & Brenda Younger) 

July 10 11:00 am  
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Emmanuella Mulumba  

(Chilufya Mulumba) 

Stewardship JUNE 26 

Offertory PSP 
Special  

Collections 

$4,077.00 $385.00 $446.66 

Bible Study with  
Fr. Matthew Hawkins 

Thursdays at  
7 pm on Zoom 

For more information, contact  
Fr. Matthew at 412.661.7222 or 

mhawkins@diopitt.org 

 
Bulletin Requests for the  

Upcoming Week’s Edition,  Due Mondays at 9am.  
Please Send to bulletin editor, Jennifer Whitley, at 

bulletin@sbtmparishpgh.com 
 

Radio Program, with  

Fr. Tom Burke as host, highlights 
elementary and secondary schools; colleges; youth ministry programs; 
and more, and is broadcast every other Sunday morning at 6:30 am on 
KDKA-AM.  Fr. Tom’s next show is today, July 3rd. A link to the  
podcasts of the program is on KDKA:     

kdkaradio.radio.com/media/podcast/catholic-education-plus 

Catholic Kennywood Day 
Thursday, July 21st 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The day will include Mass with Bishop 

Zubik, Festival of Praise,  
Vocations Fair, & Young Adult Social. 

 
Tickets are $27 and can be purchased 

online at  
https://diopitt.org/catholic-kennywood

-day 
 

You will click the registration link and 
enter the promo code pittcatholic 

Black Facts for July 3rd & 4th 
 1776—The Declaration of Independence was adopted; the section      

denouncing slavery was removed 

 1827—Slavery abolished in New York State 

 1881—Booker T. Washington opened the Tuskegee Institute 

 1848— Enslaved people in the Danish West Indies (now US Virgin   
Islands) were freed 

 1904— Dr. Charles Drew was born in Washington D.C. 

 1962—Jackie Robinson was inducted to the Baseball Hall of Fame 

 1900—Louis Armstrong was born on July 4 

 1963—Marian Anderson and Ralph Bunche received the first Medals of 
Freedom from President John F. Kennedy 

  

Have a Safe, Blessed,  
and Happy 4th of July 
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Pastor’s Note  

 

Full of Hope! 
This weekend we celebrate Independ-
ence Day and the Fourteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. The readings this week-
end focus on hope. 
 
In the first reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah, we read how a prophet invites 
the people to celebrate God’s wonderful 
gift of salvation. In earlier chapters,  
Jerusalem was alone and abandoned. 
Now her days of mourning are over as 
her children return to find more than 
enough resources to sustain them. The 
imagery in this oracle celebrates life and 
abundance in the past. The land was 
desolate and lifeless now there is water 
in abundance, and the people flourish. 
 
In the Second Reading to the Galatians, 
Paul preaches the cross of Christ and 
prays for peace that comes from God. 
Paul prays that his brothers and sisters 
in faith may be filled with grace and  
experience the peace and mercy that 
comes from God. 
 
In the Gospel of Luke, we read as Jesus 
commissions and additional seventy-two 
disciples to assist him by preparing the 
towns he intends to visit. Luke’s Gospel 
is the only gospel that records two  
commissions: one consisting of the 
twelve disciples and the seventy-two. 
Jesus appoints seventy-two to go before 
him to prepare the groundwork for his 
intended visit. As believers and  
followers of Christ, we are all called to 
take part in proclaiming God’s word. The 

work continues today. 
 
Jesus laments in today’s Gospel that 
indeed the Kingdom of God is full of 
plenty, but there are always new  
opportunities to build up in the way we 
bring God’s love others. Nourished in 
the Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of 
the Eucharist, we go forth to labor for 
the kingdom. Let us utilize our gifts and 
talents and invest in St. Benedict the 
Moor Parish to help proclaim the Good 
News. May our labors be blessed and 
fruitful.  
 
Parish Leadership  
Follow-up Committee 
Back in April, leaders from our parish 
attended a Day of Retreat conducted by 
John Flaherty as they discussed and 
prayed about the future of our parish as 
we continue to move forward setting 
out our hopes and dreams, and goals. In 
the next several weeks, members of the 
Parish Leadership Follow-Up Committee 
will be begin posting some communica-
tion in the bulletin and on our parish 
website. Stay tuned for further infor-
mation and how you can become  
involved with the pastoral planning. 
Members of the committee include Julie 
Mondello, Thomas Reiter, Darrell  
Rubin, Janice Sims, and Gwendolyn 
Young.  
 
Parish Improvements 
Sean Jones with Observatory Hill-
Stained Glass recently inspected the 
large Rose Window that hangs above 
the church entrance facing Centre  
Avenue and Freedom Corner. The  
window has a rotting frame and will 
need to be repaired.  
 
S & N Industries, LLC of Slippery Rock 
has made some roof repairs and has 
given us a Roof Assessment. We are 
currently reviewing the report. When 
the Pastoral and Finance Council meet 
at the end of the summer, we will  
discuss how to proceed with the repairs.  
 
Parish Parking Lot 
Our parish parking lot along Centre  

Avenue is in need some upgrades with a 
possible repaving and repainting. We 
are in the process of seeking out some 
bids for this project. We are also looking 
into possibly installing a gate at the 
front entrance of the parking lot along 
Protectory Place and Centre Avenue.  
 
Bishop Zubik to Visit  
St. Benedict the Moor 
Bishop David A. Zubik will be the  
Principal Celebrant at the 11am mass on 
Sunday, July 17 to celebrate our 133 
years of the founding of St. Benedict the 
Moor Parish on July 28, 1889, and the 
reestablished Personal Parish for Black 
Catholics on July 13, 2020! We are  
planning to have a delicious, boxed 
lunch prepared by Roxanne’s Catering of 
Monroeville, drinks and refreshments 
immediately after mass in the back of 
the church, and outside in a tent with 
tables and chairs in our parking lot. 
 
Happy Independence Day 
Please join us for the 4th of July Mass on 
Monday at 9am at St. James Church in 
Wilkinsburg. Please note that the   
St. Benedict the Moor Parish office will 
be closed for the holiday and reopen on 
Tuesday, July 5. 
 
Happy Independence Day! God Bless 
America! 

 

Something to Think About… 

Both tears and sweat are salty, but they 
render a different result. Tears will get 

you sympathy, sweat will get you to 
change.  

- Jesse Jackson 
 

  
With God, All Things Are Possible! 

Rev.  Thomas J. Burke 
Pastor 

 
 

 

ST BENEDICT THE MOOR PARISH  ●  PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA      3 



Fr. Matthew Hawkins 
 
This week we 
celebrate  
Independence 
Day. On July 4, 
1776, the middle 
colonies in North 
America signed 

the Declaration of Independence,  
proclaiming their separation from the 
British empire. As Christians in the United 
States, we are reminded on this holiday of 
the importance of family, community, and 
nation. Global empires and any system, 
public or private, that has grown so large 
as to threaten the primary role of families 
and communities does irreparable harm 
to the human spirit. 
 

The love of our country gives us a healthy 
sense of our social identity but on a more 
fundamental level we are citizens of the 
Kingdom of God. God provided us with 
national identities in the first place as an 
expression of the gifts of human diversity. 
This stands in contrast to the lifeless uni-
formity of commercial culture and the 
state even as both public and private  
behemoths tell us they value our  
individuality. 
 

We experience the diversity of national 
cultural gifts as Christ builds his Church on 
earth. We find this expressed in our  
reading from the Book of the Prophet 
Isaiah. Christians understand “Jerusalem” 
to mean the Kingdom of God. The first 
Jerusalem was of the flesh, the New  
Jerusalem is of the Spirit. God promises 
that he will make New Jerusalem prosper, 
not only with the waters (people) of the 
nearby river, but with the wealth of all 
nations from every corner of the world. In 
Isaiah we read: “For thus says the LORD:  
Lo, I will spread prosperity over Jerusalem 
like a river, and the wealth of the nations 

like an overflowing torrent.” All nations 
will bring their gifts to this New Jerusalem, 
the Church, and she will nurture them. 
 

As Christians, we do not celebrate the 
destruction of nations and cultures.  
Instead, we celebrate their enhancement 
through Christ. In the preface to the  
Eucharistic prayer for the Mass for  
Christian unity we pray: “Through [Christ] 
you poured out your Holy Spirit among all 
the nations, so that in a wondrous manner 
he might prompt and engender unity in 
the diversity of your gifts, dwelling within 
your adopted children ...” 
 

Likewise, in our prayers for the July 4th 
Mass we emphasize themes of peace and 
justice that accompany diversity. One of 
the prayers reads: “O God, who have  
revealed that peacemakers are to be 
called your children, grant, we pray, that 
we may work without ceasing to establish 
that justice which alone ensures true and 
lasting peace.” 
 

Another prayer for July 4th emphasizes 
the fraternal spirit that should prevail 
among Christians of diverse nationalities: 
“O God, who show a father’s care for all, 
grant, in your mercy, that the members of 
the human race, to whom you have given 
a single origin, may form in peace a single 
family and always be united by a fraternal 
spirit.” 
 

The differences among and between peo-

ples and nations should not be exploited 

to encourage division, pride, and arro-

gance. Cultures and national traditions 

should be celebrated as expressions of the 

diversity of God’s Kingdom both on earth 

and in heaven and foster in us a spirit of 

communion that appreciates, respects, 

and transcends our differences. Have a 

safe and happy July 4th. 

Fr. David Taylor 
 
During the time when 
my brother and l were 
both serving as priests 
here in Pittsburgh we 
would try to work 
jointly in some areas 
of ministry. He was 
serving as pastor of 

St. Benedict the Moor, and I was here in 
Homewood. One summer we decided to 
conduct an outdoor ministry in both 
neighborhoods. Two of the locations 
were Centre and Kilpatrick in the Hill 
District, and the area where Frankstown 
and Bennett Street join in Homewood. 
We would conduct a prayer service  
including a sermon and Spirit Gospel  
music. Some parishioners from both  
parishes would attend, along with other 
people living nearby.  
 
Our main effort was to show the care and 
concern our parishes had for the  
communities we served. We had to reach 
beyond the parish campuses. In previous 
years there was a ministry known as 
Street Preaching held in the diocese. It 
was very well received. We were not 
trying to “convert” the neighborhoods, 
but rather just to share our faith. Many 
who joined us would give personal  
testimony.  
 
Luke's gospel was unique in showing  
Jesus sending out a further seventy-two 
to travel and give witness to the faith. 
Since Luke was the author of both his 
gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, he 
had a concern for ministry in the Early 
Church. In today’s Gospel they returned 
full of gratitude for the success of a very 
challenging ministry. 
 
We are all responsible for sharing our 
faith whenever and however we can.  
The Early Church was successful primarily 
because those who served were willing 
to carry the message far and wide. They 
learned, as we must, that “church” can 
be wherever there is Christian witness.  
 
There is much hurt and pain in our midst 
which requires both change and a willing-
ness to be an agent for the truth by how 
we live and witness in our own midst. It 
cannot happen without us. 


